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Preface
The Gustave Koerner House is an imposing two-story, brick dwelling with Greek-Revival and
Italianate detailing located at 200 Abend Street in Belleville, St. Clair County, Illinois. The
residence here initially was constructed in 1848-1849 and rebuilt in 1854 for Gustave P. Koerner,
a nationally prominent lawyer and politician, who resided here until his death in 1896.
Born in Germany in 1809, Gustave Koerner was forced to flee to the United States in 1833 after
participating in a failed liberal revolution in Frankfort. A lawyer by profession, Koerner
achieved admission to the Illinois bar and started practicing law in Belleville. Early in his career,
he allied himself with the Democratic Party, and he quickly became a leading political voice for
the growing German community in St. Clair and adjoining counties. Koerner was elected to the
Illinois House of Representatives in 1842, becoming the first German in Illinois (or Missouri) to
be elected to state office. He later served as an associate justice on the Illinois Supreme Court
from 1845 to 1848 and was elected Lieutenant Governor in 1852. Koerner broke with the
Democratic Party in 1856 over the issue of the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the introduction of
slavery to the western territories. He afterwards helped organize the Republican Party and
became a close political ally of Abraham Lincoln. Koerner provided vital assistance to Lincoln
during his bids for the United States Senate in 1858 (when Lincoln first achieved national
prominence) and President in 1860, by bringing his German constituency into the Republican
Party. During this period, Koerner’s political influence extended onto the national stage, placing
him in the ranks of such noted German-American political leaders as Carl Schurz. Koerner
helped raised several regiments from his home district during the early months of the American
Civil War. He later served as United States M inister to Spain from 1862 to 1864, and is credited
with helping to maintain friendly relations between Spain and the United States during the war.
In 1872 he and other Liberal Republicans allied themselves with the Democrats in opposition to
the Grant Administration, which had become tarnished by a series of corruption scandals.
Koerner was considered as a possible presidential candidate for the Liberal Republican Party, but
ultimately was chosen as the party’s gubernatorial candidate in Illinois—a contest he lost. In
addition to his political career, Koerner was a prolific writer, who authored several books and
was a regular political commentator in the press.
During the forty -seven years that Gustave Koerner lived in the Koerner House, the structure not
only served as his family home, but also the site of social events related to his political career.
There also is little doubt that he prepared much of his public and private writings at the
residence. Although some of Koerner’s political affairs may have been conducted out of his
legal offices in Belleville, none of the offices remain standing today. As such, the residence at
200 Abend Street remains the property most closely associated with this nationally significant
politician and German-born intellectual.
In 2003, the City of Belleville purchased the Gustave Koerner House with the intention of
preserving and restoring the building. The task of directing the restoration effort was turned over
to the Gustave Koerner House Committee. Early in 2004, the committee hired Fever R iver
Research to prepare a National Register of Historic Places Nomination for the house. The
property was listed on the National Register later that year as per Criterion B (significant persons
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in history), in recognition of the important role Gustave Koerner played in local, state, and
national politics (most notably in the creation of the R epublican Party and in crafting an
influential political voice for the large German population in Illinois and the M idwest), and as
per Criterion C, as being locally significant example of Greek Revival domestic architecture.
The period of significance cited for the Koerner House in the nomination was 1849-1896—a
span of forty -seven years, which encompasses the entire period Gustave Koerner lived in the
residence and the most prolific period of his political career.
In July 2005, the Gustave Koerner House Committee awarded the contract for the Historic
Structure Report presented below to a team comprised of Fever River Research (Springfield,
Illinois), acting as the principal consultant, and subcontractors ARRIS Architects + Planners,
P.C. (Plainfield, Illinois) and Wollenberg Building Conservation, LLC (St. Louis, M issouri). In
M ay 2006, the services of Arris Architects + Planners were terminated, and the architectural firm
of Mellotte, M orse, and Leonatti were substituted with the approval of the Koerner House
Committee. The firm of Hampton, Lenzini and Renwick, Inc. (HLR; Springfield) assisted MML
with structural concerns.
The team presented here has a strong material-culture approach to the preparation of historic
structure reports. We are firmly rooted in the philosophy of “buildings as artifacts” and the need
to properly document the artifact with “thick description.” Such approaches often focus on
aspects of construction technology (such as types of saw technology used to produce the lumber
used in a building) often overlooked by most other teams. Additionally, historic structure reports
are viewed by this team as working documents that are dynamic, ever-evolving studies that are
meant to be updated periodically as new information becomes available.
Additionally, the team approach presented here firmly believes in utilizing all data sources
available to provide the most comprehensive study of the building. The three major components
of all historic structure reports are 1) archival/historical research, 2) physical evaluation of
structure, and 3) archaeological research. Often, the archaeological component of an HSR is
poorly developed, and sometimes even completely ignored. This team firmly believes in the
contribution archaeology can make to the understanding of a building and its evolution through
time, and incorporates archaeological research into the study of a building, not as a secondary
task, but as a unique tool to understanding the evolution of the structure through time.
Archaeology is not only a below-ground research tool, but also a unique approach to the
evaluation/inspection of the above-ground building. This strongmaterial culture approach to the
archaeology of the above-ground structure results in a more holistic interpretation of a building.
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Chapter 1: Executive Summ ary
Preparation of the Koerner House Historic Structure Report (HSR) proved to be an extended,
multi-faceted effort whose completion required a diverse range of expertise and multiple authors.
The project began with an intensive physical investigation of Koerner House, which was initiated
in July 2005 and continued for several months afterwards. The purpose of these investigations
was to document existing conditions and evolution of the building through time, identify
immediate structural concerns, and take targeted mortar and finishes samples from the exterior
and interior of the house. Archaeological investigations were conducted in the fall of 2005.
Additional physical documentation work at the house has been undertaken at intervals since this
time in order to address new questions that have arisen and to document newly exposed historic
fabric.
An initial 50% draft of the HSR was submitted by the team in M ay 2006. Although some
chapters of this draft largely were complete, others were very preliminary and would be
completed for the final submittal. Included with the 50% HSR draft was 100% report on the
immediate structural concerns facing the Koerner House and recommended remedial actions.
In terms of organization, the Koerner House HSR is divided into ten different chapters. Chapter
2 of the report presents a general geographical and historical setting for the Koerner House,
covering such topics as the early settlement of St. Clair County, German immigration, and the
early history of Belleville. Chapter 3 presents a site-specific history, detailing the professional
and personal history of Gustave Koerner and that of his residence. Chapters 2 and 3 both build
upon the narrative previously presented in the National Register Nomination Form for the
Koerner House. The historical research conducted for the HSR primarily was site-specific and
geared towards determining the ownership history of the house, its occupants, and alterations of
the property through time. Particular emphasis was paid to the Belleville city directories in order
to identify the post-Koerner occupants of the residence. Census records also were consulted in
this regard. Another avenue of research pursued was local newspapers. The Belleville Public
Library has an excellent newspaper index, which has numerous listings for Gustave Koerner. All
of the index listings were looked at in order to glean any additional information on Koerner’s life
and his home. Some of the later occupants of the home also are listed in the newspaper index,
especially various members of the Wehmeyer family.
Chapter 4 of the report provides a survey of the existing conditions of the house. It includes
descriptions of the exterior and interior of the house, as well as the surrounding site. These
descriptions are arranged topically, by structural feature/element and by individual room. The
chapter also notes relevant structural concerns, missing fabric, and physical evidence of past
changes (where present). An extensive number of photographs were taken of the house, and for
convenience most of these have been attached in Appendix III at the end of the report, with the
interior photographs arranged by assigned room number. These photographs should be
consulted in conjunction with the written descriptions, and their figure captions provide further
elaborations on the house’s exterior, its interior spaces, and methods of construction.
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Chapter 5 of the HSR discusses the original, as-built conditions of the house (as best known) and
the subsequent evolution of the property through time. It follows the same topical arrangement
as that employed in Chapter 4. The discussions presented in these two chapters are very
intertwined and are hard to separate from one another in some instances. Even so, it was
considered appropriate to try to segregate them into two chapters to provide clarity.
The results of the archaeological testing are presented in Chapter 6. This testing was targeted
towards answering specific questions and stabilization concerns. Tests were excavated adjacent
to the front entrance stoop, at several points along the west porch, and along the east side of the
rear kitchen wing. The testing produced valuable structural information on the house, including
the depth of the foundations beneath the main block and rear wing, the original limits of the side
porch, the size and character of a suspected well on the east side of the rear wing, and a cistern
beneath the bay window addition on the east side of the house.
The finish analysis component of the report is detailed in Chapter 7. This chapter discusses
selected paint color schemes and related finishes of the House based on in situ sampling,
laboratory analysis, and historic research. It identifies the historic sequence of painted finishes
used on the Koerner House and recommends colors and techniques for repainting and/or
restoration. The chapter is broken up into three parts: paint, floor, and wallpapers. Supplemental
materials relating to the finish analysis—including chromachronology tables and wallpaper
photographs—have been incorporated into the appendices
Chapter 8 of the HSR covers the issues of material conservation and cleaning. Secretary of the
Interior Standards for historic restoration call for the preservation and retention in place of all
building fabric dating from the period of significance of a property. The materials conservation
section of Chapter 8 identifies problems and recommended remedial/corrective treatment for all
architecturally significant materials of the Koerner House. The materials cleaning section
discusses cleaning techniques and materials most appropriate for achieving the house’s original
(or chosen significant period) appearance with minimal physical damage to historic materials.
Key issues addressed in this chapter include the stripping of paint on the exterior and interior of
the house, the cleaning of floor and wall surfaces, and the replacement of missing trim materials.
M ortar analysis also was conducted as part of the project in order to determine the most
appropriate mortar composition for any future restoration work. This is an important issue,
considering that the walls of the house are constructed of soft-mud, hand-struck brick. The use
of modern hard (i.e. Portland based) mortar has been proven to be inappropriate in restoration
projects involving buildings constructed of soft-mud brick. Such mortar not only has the wrong
color—being gray as apposed to brown—but also is harder than the material to which it is being
applied. With expansion and contraction caused by temperature changes, the softer brick will
yield to the harder mortar and the face of the brick may shale off eventually. Thus, for functional
as well as aesthetic reasons, it is important to match the original mortar mix used on the Koerner
House as closely as possible. Mortar samples were taken from multiple points on the exterior
and interior of the house. Chapter 9 details the results ofthe mortar analysis.
Chapter 10 outlines the design guidelines and restoration actions considered appropriate for the
Koerner House. These are based on multiple factors, including: intended use for the property,
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preservation action undertaken (stabilization, rehabilitation, or restoration), ownership, building
code requirements, and—of course—cost. The recommendations presented in Chapter 10 are
based on discussions held between the authors and the Gustave Koerner House Committee, as
well as on input offered at series of meetings open to the public. The option ultimately
recommended is for the Koerner House to be restored to its circa 1880 appearance and be
utilized as a multipurpose museum, interpretive, and research center. The construction plans,
specifications, and cost estimates for the stabilization work outlined in this chapter have been
attached as appendices to the HSR. The same has been done for the plans, specifications, and
cost related to complete the restoration work phase of thep roject.

5

Chapter 2: Geographical and Historical Setting
Location
Belleville is a city of approximately 42,000 that is located in southwestern Illinois and serves as
the county seat of St. Clair County. The city is situated near the center of the county and lies in
the uplands that define the eastern edge of the broad floodplain known as the American Bottom,
which lies opposite St. Louis, M issouri.
Early S ettlement of S t. Clair County
Significant American settlement in southwestern Illinois did not occur until the 1780s following
the conclusion of the Revolutionary War. Prior to that period, there had been American
merchants and fur trappers operating in the Illinois Country, but these were few in number.
Further American settlement had been hindered by the Proclamation of 1763, which forbade
British colonial settlement west of the Appalachians, and by the relative inaccessibility of the
region. American presence in Illinois, however, was firmly established with the conquest of
Kaskaskia and Cahokia by George Rogers Clark in 1778. Clark's victories secured the Illinois
Country for the United States and ultimately facilitated American settlement there.
At the time of Clark's conquest, there were nearly one thousand French living in the American
Bottom, along with an enslaved African and Native American population that was estimated at
one thousand. The majority of this population was concentrated in or adjacent to the larger
towns of Cahokia, Prairie du Rocher, and Kaskaskia, though there was a scattering of families in
the villages of St. Philippe and Nouvelle Chartres. Each of these communities had an adjacent
Common Field that was collectively owned and cultivated. The land between the various
common fields remained largely unclaimed, as had the land in the adjacent uplands.
Although American immigration into Illinois began slowly, it steadily grew: a census taken in
1783 listed only five adult, American males living in Illinois; two years later, that number had
grown to nine; and by 1786 there were twenty -three adult, American males in the region (Alvord
1909:422-23). The first distinctively American settlement in southwestern Illinois was
established in 1781 at Bellefontaine, around present-day Waterloo, M onroe County. In 1783, a
second American settlement was founded when several families were evacuated from Fort
Jefferson (located in Kentucky at the mouth of the Ohio River) and moved to Grand Ruisseau (or
“Great Run,” as called by the Americans), which was located ten miles north of Bellefontaine,
where the road between Cahokia and Kaskaskia headed into the uplands. Other Americans
pushed into the unclaimed American Bottom between St. Philippe and Grand Ruisseau,
1
establishinghomesteads along Fountain and M aeystown Creeks and at Moredock Lake.
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At the time o f this settlement, Fountain Creek and Moredock Lake were both referred to as L’Aigle (Fren ch,
meaning “ Eagle”). Alvord (1909:421) makes reference to settlers along the Eagle River (the L’Aigle Settlement).
T he settlement located along Maeystown Creek, where it issues from the bluffs, was known as “ Hull’s T own,”
which was named after Captain Nathani el Hull, who built a blockhouse there (McDonough 1883:395-6).
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M any Americans, however, found the Bottom unhealthy, and a growingnumber began migrating
into the better-drained uplands. Bellefontaine became a focal point of upland settlement, as did
New Design, which was established four miles south of the former settlement in 1785.
Bellefontaine and New Design (which were located in present-day M onroe County) were
dispersed communities represented by concentrations of settlement rather than formal, organized
communities, and they eventually served as initial jumping off points for settlers heading further
into the interior.
The further spread of American settlement was cut short, however, when warfare broke out
between the Kickapoo tribe and the American settlers. The Kickapoo, who controlled much of
central Illinois between the Illinois and Wabash Rivers, had no desire to see their territory
encroached upon by American settlers, and in 1786, they began staging annual raids in the
American Bottom region. These raids drove the more isolated settlers off their improvements
entirely and resulted in the construction of blockhouses and smaller "family forts"-- known as
stations.2 The overall effect of the Kickapoo raids was aptly described in letter written by James
Piggot of "Great Run" to Governor Arthur St. Clair in 1790. Accordingto Piggot:
The Indians, who have not failed one year in four past to kill our people, steal our
horses, and at times have killed and drove off our horned cattle, render it
impossible for us to live in the country any way but in forts or villages, which we
find very sickly in the M ississippi bottom; neither can we cultivate our land, but
with a guard of our inhabitants equipped with arms… (American State Papers Vol
1:20)
Intermittent warfare between the Americans and the Kickapoo continued until 1795, when the
Treaty of Greenville established a tenuous peace in the Old Northwest. Hostilities were renewed
in the years immediately preceding the War of 1812, but, during the interim, American settlers
took advantage of the peace and resumed their push eastward into the interior. Rivers and
streams became natural avenues by which American settlement advanced: to the south,
settlement spread up the Kaskaskia River Valley and then fingered out along Richland, Plum,
and Silver Creeks; further north, it spread along Canteen and Cahokia Creeks and Wood River.
Settlement into Illinois continued in spite of the fact that most of the settlers had no hope of
obtaining clear title to their lands. The government opened up a land office at Kaskaskia in
1804, but the actual sale of land was considerably delayed by the numerous, pre-existing land
2

Early forts and/or stations in southwestern Illinois were located at Grand Rousseau, Hull’s Town (Chaflin Bridge),
Bellfontaine, and a number o f other places. T he “ fort” usually consisted of a blockhouse surrounded by a
palisade, while the smaller “stations” were often little more than a strengthened cabin. A predecessor o f these
early American military installations was the French -built fo rt at Cahokia. Lieutenant Philip Pittman viewed the
Cahokia fort in 1766 and gave the following description: “ What is called a fort is a small house st anding in the
middle of the village; it di ffers nothing from the other houses ex cept in being one of the poorest; it was fo rmerly
enclosed with high palisades, but these were torn down and burnt” (Pittman 1769, as cited in McDermott
(1949:23).
Although dating from a slightly later period, the Appl e River Fort was a small community stockade constructed
during the Black Hawk War and similar to the small family stockades constructed in the Ameri can Bottom region
during the War of 1812 era. Mansberg er and Stratton (1996) contain a detailed cont ext fo r these structures in
Illinois.
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claims in the region. Acts of Congress passed in 1788 and 1791 had agreed to honor land grants
issued during the period of French and British rule and had provided for grants of 400 acres to
heads of families and those who had made improvements; the legislation also allowed for grants
of 100 acres to settlers who had been enrolled in the militia in 1791. A board of commissioners
was appointed by Congress to go to Kaskaskia, review these various claims, and decide which
ones ought to be confirmed. Once the Commissioners arrived in Kaskaskia, however, they found
themselves facing a far greater number of claims than was expected. In addition, there was little
documentary evidence available to substantiate the various claims, as pertinent documents from
the periods of French and English rule had disappeared entirely and American militia lists were
often incomplete. Furthermore, many of the original French and American claimants had either
left Illinois or had died, and their claims were now occupied by more recent arrivals. Faced with
these complications, the Commissioners decided to review each claim independently, taking
sworn depositions from witnesses in order to establish its validity. This was a lengthy process
that was marred by numerous instances where deponents committed outright perjury, either for
their own benefit or for that of an associate. It was not until 1813 that the Board was able to
3
present a final report to Congress. By that time, thousands of American settlers had immigrated
to southwestern Illinois, the vast majority of whom were essentially squatters on the public
domain.
Turkey Hill was one of the earliest areas of American settlement within the present-day
boundaries of St. Clair County. Known as the "Cote de Divide" to the early French inhabitants,
Turkey Hill sprawls over some seven miles of ground between the courses of Richland and
Silver Creeks and defines the southern extent of Shiloh Valley, which lies immediately to the
4
north. Prior to American settlement, Turkey Hill had been frequently utilized by the local
Native American population as a habitation site, and by the French, as a convenient location for
trade (Brink, M cDonough, and Company 1881:48).
The first American settler to arrive in the Turkey Hill area was William Scott. Scott and his
family immigrated to Illinois from Kentucky and located themselves at New Design for several
months before establishing a homestead on Turkey Hill in December 1797. At the time of their
settlement, the Scotts were relatively isolated, with the nearest European-American communities
being Cahokia, located 15 miles to the west, and Bellefontaine, approximately 17 miles
southwest (Brink, M cDonough, and Company 1881:48). Over the course of the next decade,
however, other settlers began moving into the area. By 1800, there were perhaps twenty people
residing on Turkey Hill.

3

T hose land claims that were con firmed by the Commissioners were survey ed privat ely, at the claimant’s expense
(American State Papers I:21). T he governm ent survey o f public lands in Illinois did not begin until 1810; as a
result, none of these p rivate surveys con formed to the rectangular land survey. Individual surveys were gen erally
acceptable so long as they had the proper acreage and did not overlap one another, and their location and
orientation were largely matters o f geog raphy and personal preferences. Altogether, there were 939 cl aims
confirmed in Illinois (Gates 1979:92).
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Geomorphologically, Shiloh Valley is not a valley, but rather a broad, upland region between T urkey Hill to the
south, and Shiloh Hill to the north—both of which are prominent glacial end moraines. Silver Creek bord ers the
eastern edg e o f Shiloh Valley and no major drainage is present within Shiloh Valley.
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A growing number of settlers also began establishing homesteads north of Turkey Hill, between
the Richland Creek drainage and Shiloh Hill. M any of these settlers had obtained land claims by
virtue of improvement or militia service. Among these were Jonathan, Joel and William
Whiteside, Larken Rutherford, James Lemon, George Stout, and George Blair. The majority of
5
the settlers, however, were squatters. Among the latter were four of William Scott's sons, who
had settled on Shiloh Hill. Samuel and William Scott, Jr. had squatted on the northern slope of
the hill in 1802 on Survey 448 (Claim 2093) 6, while James and Joseph Scott settled on the south
side of Shiloh Hill. John Jarvis, Jr. settled midway between Turkey Hill and Shiloh Hill on
Claims 710, 714, 718, 724 (Survey 703), which he was later confirmed the right to (American
State Papers II:591).
By 1807, there were about thirty -five households scattered throughout the eastern two-thirds of
Belleville Township and western Shiloh Valley Township. Most of these homesteads were
relatively isolated from one another, but, as a whole, they constituted an identifiable community.
M any of the settlers had previously lived at New Design or Bellefontaine. In July 1807, John
M essenger petitioned the Secretary of the Treasury, on behalf of the Richland Creek settlement,
to conduct a regular survey and confirm the rights of those settlers who had made improvements
on public land; Messinger stated that the "settlers have lived in harmony and are desirous of
living in the same neighborhood" (American State Papers I:591). The homesteads on Shiloh Hill
appear to have marked the eastern extension of the Richland Creek settlement.
By 1812, settlement in St. Clair County had reached Silver Creek and western edge of Looking
Glass Prairie. The Preemption Report of 1813 indicates at least eighteen individuals as having
7
resided on and improved the public domain in Shiloh Valley Township, prior to February 1813.
M ost of these settlers were concentrated in the northern part of the township, on Shiloh Hill and
the ridge sloping towards Silver Creek.
Defense for the settlers living in Shiloh Valley during the War of 1812, was provided by a
number of local forts. One of these was "Fort Petersburg," which was located, presumably, on
the east bank of Silver Creek in Section 25 of Shiloh (Bateman, and Selby 1907:724). Another
5

A map of the Richland Creek Settlement dating to 1807 depicts fifteen settlers as having the rights to claims in this
region at that time. Nineteen other settlers noted on the map did not have guarant eed claims (American State
Papers).
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Claim 2072 (Survey 448) was claimed by John Edgar as a “ floating right” for an improvement he had made on the
east bank o fthe Kaskaskia River. T he right to Claim 2072 was eventually granted to William Biggs –an assignee
of Edg ar—but there is no eviden ce o f Biggs ever assuming ownership. The Scott family continued residen ce on
the property into the 1830s and maintained o wnership of po rtions o f the Claim into the 1870s (Kaskaskia Land
Office Papers; Englemann 1837; Warner and Beers 1874:11).
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On February 5, 1813, Congress passed a preemption act that allowed individuals who had occupied and improved
public land in Illinois prior to the date o f th e bill to apply for and pu rch ase a qu arter-section o f land before the
commencement of government land sales to the general public. The Preemption Report details the various claims,
and states wh ether or not the claimant h ad actually improved and resided on public lands prior to the date o f the
bill. As such, the report is useful in establishing the extent and character o f settlement in Illinois prior to the
beginning of land sal es, especially in areas such as Mas coutah, which did not have any land claims that were
previously con fi rmed by the Commissioners at Kask askia (residents living on such claims were not in cluded in
the report).
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was located on the western side of Shiloh Hill. This fortification consisted of a blockhouse
surrounded by a palisade and had been built by the Jourdan family, who used it as their
residence. These forts were part of a chain of twenty -two "family forts" (or "stations") that were
operating over the sixty miles between the mouths of the M issouri and the Kaskaskia Rivers
during the War of 1812. Settlers within Ridge Prairie banded together and constructed a
blockhouse near present day Alma. There were no Regular Army units stationed in southwestern
Illinois during the war, so a force of 500 militiamen and rangers was recruited to operate
between the different posts and to make forays in advance of the line of settlement. The
gunpowder for these troops was provided by a powder-mill that was established by Joseph Scott
in 1809 at his Shiloh Hill farmstead. Scott’s powder-mill was the first to be built in Illinois
(Bateman and Selby 1907:658, 723).
In 1814, the county seat of St. Clair County was moved from Cahokia to Compton's Hill, along
Richland Creek. This move was initiated by American settlers who were disgruntled by the
continuing practice of keeping county records in the French language (as was the habit in
French-dominated C ahokia) and wanted a county seat closer to the center of American
population. There had been agitation for such a move for a number of years, but the sizable
French population in the Bottom around Cahokia had prevented it before this time. By 1814,
however, the American population outnumbered the French, and a resolution was passed that
arranged for the relocation of the county seat to George Blair's farm on Compton's Hill. Blair
had offered to give the county an acre of his land to be used as a public square and an adjoining
twenty -five acres on which town lots could be laid out. In 1819, the new county seat was
incorporated as the village of B elleville (Brink, M cDonough, and Company 1881:183; Warner
and Beers 1874:8).
Corresponding with the removal of the county seat to Compton’s Hill was the opening of public
land sales in Illinois. A long-delayed and well-anticipated event, the opening of land sales in
1814 was followed by a flurry of land buying by settlers. M any were able to take advantage of
the Preemption Act of 1813, which allowed settlers in Illinois who had lived and improved the
public domain prior to February 1813 to preempt as much as 160 acres, provided they file a
claim two weeks prior to the date that the land was to be offered for public sale (Gates
1979:222). By 1820, practically all of the land in O’Fallon and surrounding townships had been
sold (Illinois State Archives).8
Settlement into the adjacent prairies, away from the resources and protection of the wooded
drainage ways, was slowed by the agricultural practices of the day. In nearby Mascoutah
Township, less than half of the available land had been sold by 1820. Mascoutah was less
timbered than O’Fallon Township, and the open expanse of Looking Glass Prairie appeared
hostile and uninviting to most early settlers. As a result, large tracts of land in the township were
to remain in the public domain until the 1830s. During the interim, settlement largely clung to
the timbered areas along Silver Creek and its tributaries and the immediately adjacent prairie
land. The most significant exception to this pattern was in areas such as the southwestern corner
of Shiloh Valley Township, where a number of tracts were purchased out in the prairie and
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T wo notable exceptions are the 480 acres purch ased by Gov ernor Ninian Edwards in Section 19 and 320 acres
located in Section 1 which was acquired by thePhiladelphia investment firm of “Chequier and Holmes.”
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appear to be located adjacent to an early road that lead from Shawneetown to Belleville (Public
Domain Sales Tract Record Listing; O gle 1901:724).
The improvements made by the early American settlers in St. Clair County were often quite
limited. A typical early farmstead consisted of a cabin and several acres of unfenced, cultivated
ground (See Preemption Report for short description of the improvements). During the initial
period of settlement, corn was the staple crop; secondary crops included turnips, pumpkins, and
9
tobacco. In addition, settlers commonly planted small apple and pear orchards. Springs and
10
streams were utilized as a water source, though there were instances where wells were dug. A
more permanent type of settlement for the period was the farmstead established by Samuel and
William Scott, Jr. on Shiloh Hill in 1805. It was reported that the Scott brothers had built three
cabins, a stable, and "other necessary buildings" and had placed "33 acres of land under good
cultivation" (M iscellaneous Records, Kaskaskia Land Office, Governor’s Book of
Confirmations).
During the 1810s and 1820s, spring wheat and potatoes became the staple crops raised by the
farmers of St. Clair County. Until 1820, "little was done to increase the production beyond local
wants" because of the lack of a readily accessible market and the technology and population to
process large crops (Bateman and Selby 1907:811). The lack of large mills in St. Clair County
also slowed the growth of cash crop farming. The mills that were constructed were small and
meant to meet immediate needs. The first mill in Shiloh Valley was reported to have been a
horse-mill erected by James M cCann on his farm in Section 2 (Bateman and Selby 1907:723).
At a later date, Daniel Pierce built an ox-mill, with an attached distillery in Section 9, and in
1809 Joseph Scott built a gristmill on a tributary of Silver Creek that was powered by an
undershot waterwheel. Hugh Alexander, who arrived from Pennsylvania in 1810, built a
combination saw and gristmill in Section 4, which also had a distillery attached to it (Bateman
and Selby 1907:723). What little excess grain that was produced had to be shipped down-river
to New Orleans by flatboat, which meant that the farmers were gambling on both the safe arrival
of their produce and the disposition of the market once the produce had arrived.
Early farming methods were labor intensive and primitive by modern standards. During the
1820s and 1830s grain was threshed by hand "with a flail or tramped out with oxen or horses, on
a large floor cleared off the ground sometimes enclosed with a temporary circular fence"
(Bateman and Selby 1907:812). This was a slow process that could only be accomplished on
very dry or frozen ground. " Some of the more prosperous farmers of this period built barns with
tight floors" in which to store the grain for processing during the winter. Horse powered
threshers were introduced during the early 1840s, which speeded up the process; around the
same period, two steam-powered flour mills were opened in St. Clair County. The first steampowered mill in Illinois was located in Belleville in 1831.
9

A number of sources m ake note o f Americans planting orch ards. Bateman and Selby (1907:678) state that “All
[American settlers] had larg e apple o rchards and the Fren ch larg e pear orchards.” T he record o f t estimony given
before the Board o f Commissioners at Kaskaskia notes Joseph Ogle as having plant ed “ peach stones” on T urkey
Hill in the fall of 1785. In addition, Gustave Koerner wrot e of the “ large and excellent [peach] orchard ” present at
the Ben Watts farm on Shiloh Hill in the early 1830s (Koerner 1909 I:291).
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The Preemption Report of 1813 mentions Francis Swan as digging a well in Section 3, Mascoutah T ownship,
prior to February 5, 1813 (Hammes 1977:376).
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Overland transportation of goods in St. Clair County was limited during the first decades of the
nineteenth century due to the absence of a reliable road network. Most of the early roads in
Shiloh Valley and Mascoutah Townships were little more than trails leading from one homestead
to the next. The most significant early road to pass through the area was the Belleville-Lebanon
Road, which crossed Shiloh Hill. Greater road development did not take place until the 1820s.
Belleville, which was destined to grow into the commercial center of the county, became the
major road "hub" in the vicinity. In 1824, Belleville had three major roads radiating out from it:
one of these ran to the southwest, passingthrough Waterloo and terminating at Harrisonville (the
county seat of nearby M onroe County); another ran north of Belleville and connected with the
"State Road" between Vincennes (Indiana) and St. Louis, which had been completed in 1823. At
that time, however, there was no major road providing a direct connection between C ahokia and
Belleville; nor were there any major roads heading east of Belleville towards Mascoutah and the
expanse of Looking Glass Prairie (Lucas 1823). By 1834, a road had finally been completed
between Cahokia and Belleville, and two other roads had been laid to the east of Belleville. One
of the latter was the Shawneetown road, which passed through southern Shiloh Valley and
M ascoutah Townships, before crossing the Kaskaskia River at M iddleton's Ferry (Burr 1834;
11
Bateman and Selby 1907:724). The route of the Shawneetown Road in Belleville corresponds
to present-day M ascoutah Avenue, which passes in front of the Gustave Koerner House.
The completion of the Shawneetown Road came at a time when the line of settlement in
M ascoutah Township was finally pushing its way east into Looking Glass Prairie. Prairie land
had been avoided by most early settlers on account of the lack of timber and water found there
and the prairie's forbidding nature, but by the 1830s it was beginning to be recognized as
superior farm land. This shift in attitude was displayed in the 1837 Gazetteer of Illinois, which
described Looking Glass Prairie as "a large, rich, beautiful, and undulating prairie" and noted
that "[f]ew prairies in the state present more eligible situations for farms than this" (Peck
1837:243).12 The sale of federal land in M ascoutah Township, which had died off entirely
during the 1820s due in part to the poor economic climate of the period, picked up in the early
1830s, and by 1839, the majority of federal land in the township had been sold.
The construction of roads and the further development of river transportation, as well as the
increased mechanization and availability of agricultural implements helped transform St. Clair
County into a cash crop economy during the 1830s. In addition to the development of an
infrastructure that was conducive to a cash crop economy, better breeds of cattle and pork were
introduced during the 1830s, leading to a rise in the production of beef and pork for export to
New Orleans. The full development of an agriculturally based economy was not, however,
11

The Shawneetown Road is not indicated on any of the av ailable maps that pre-date 1834. T he land purchase
pattern in southwestern Mascoutah T ownship (which consists of an extension of land purchas es extending in a
linear fashion into the prairie lands), however, suggests the presence o f an early trail or road (and corresponding to
the Shawneetown Road ) that may not have b een improved enough prior to 1834 to hav e been depicted on earlier
maps.
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T here were those who continued to view the prairie with some trepidation. Charles Dickens visited Leb anon and
the nearby Looking Glass Prairie in 1842 while on a tour o f th e United States, and h e noted that the prairie was
“lonely and wild, but oppressive in its barren monotony” (Dickens 1970:214).
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realized until the 1840s, following a general upswing in the national economy. The principal
crop planted duringthe middle nineteenth century was wheat, followed by corn and oats. By the
turn of the twentieth century, corn had replaced wheat as the principal crop, followed by oats and
rye, and then wheat (Bateman and Selby 1907:813-814).
German Immigration
During the 1830s, a large number of Germans began immigrating to St. Clair County. This
immigration was spurred, in part, by the political climate that existed in Germany at the time. In
the wake of the Napoleanic Wars, the governments of Germany (as well as the rest of Europe)
had become reactionary, rejecting the liberalism of revolutionary France and determined to
maintain the status quo. This conservatism was exemplified by Austria, under the leadership of
Prince M etternich, and by Prussia, which was the largest of the [then] thirty -nine German states
and the dominant military force in the region. An undercurrent of French liberalism remained,
however, in the western German states that had been included within Napolean’s “Grand
13
Empire,” and many intellectuals and professionals there rejected the conservative trend in their
nation. Other Germans envisioned a day in which the numerous states in Germany could be
unified and attain a true sense of nationhood. These various feelings were stirred in July, 1830,
when a revolution broke out in France that resulted in the deposition of Louis XVIII and the
accession of Louis Philippe, who was proclaimed as the “citizen king.” Later that year, other
revolutions broke out in Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, Spain, and portions of Germany (Palmer
1965:458). The swiftness and ruthlessness with which most of these revolutions were crushed
convinced many liberals in Germany that significant reforms would never be undertaken in their
homeland.
Disappointed in this, and disgusted with the political misery of Germany, in many
cases even suffering under the petty political persecutions of despotic
governments, and despairing of ever seeing their beloved fatherland occupying a
proud position as a nation among other nations in Europe, they resolved to
emigrate (Brink, McDonough, and Company 1881:64)
Shiloh Valley can accurately be described as the “cultural hearth” of German settlement in
southwestern Illinois. The first German immigrants to settle in Shiloh Valley were the
Knobloch, Heberer, M ueller, and M esser families, who were described as “well-to-do
agriculturalists and tradesmen from Hesse-Darmstadt.” These families arrived in 1831 and
settled in the vicinity of Turkey Hill (Brink, M cDonough and Company 1881:64). Many of the
immigrants who arrived after 1832, however, were intellectuals and educated professionals like
Gustave P. Koerner. Theodore Hilgard was a lawyer who had served as secretary to the
Palatinate Parliament and as a justice on the Court of Appeals in his homeland before
immigrating (Hirsch 1944:165-6). Theodore Kraft, who immigrated with Hilgard, had been a
13

Most of western Germany had been joined to the French Empire in 1806 as the “Confederation of the Rhine,”
while Rhineland—conqu ered in 1792—was attach ed to France prop er. T hese stat es were freed from French
control in 1813, but many of the reforms Napoleon had implement ed during his rul e remained in effect and
influen ced later legislation. T he Rhineland, Bavarian Rhenish Palatinate, and Baden, for instance, continued
using the Code of Napoleon as a legal base until 1901. In 1819 parliamentary institutions were introduced in
Baden, Bavaria, and Wurtemburg (Kohn 1960:101, 134).
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member of the Burschenscaft (Koerner 1909 I:287). Adolphius Reuss, George Engelmann, and
Adolphus Schott were all physicians. On the whole, the German immigrants were educated by
American standards, and their American neighbors took to calling them “Latenier,” referring to
“Latin Scholars” (Brink, M cDonough and Company 1881:64-65). The bulk of the German
immigrants who came to St. Clair County during the 1830s came from Baden, Hesse, the
Palatinate, and the Rhineland.
Some of the immigrants had taken university courses on agriculture, and Theodore Hilgard was
said to have spent a year in Pennsylvania observing agricultural practices there before coming to
Illinois. The majority, however, had never tried their hand at farming, and it is perhaps not too
surprising that many Germans preferred to purchase established farms rather than starting new
ones on unbroken ground. An 1881 county history observed:
The German… is not exactly a pioneer or frontiersman. He prefers to make his
home in districts where the American pioneer has performed the arduous task of
opening the wilderness to cultivation. The plow is the German’s “forte” not the
axe nor the rifle (Brink, McDonough, and Company 1881).
It was relatively easy for the immigrants to acquire land due to the fact that many of the
American inhabitants of the region were eager to move on to new lands in central and northern
Illinois, or across the M ississippi. After thirty years of intensive farming, some of the older
farms were beginning to wear out, and those farms that were located in timbered areas—once
sought after—were now decreasing in value as the agricultural potential of prairie land was
finally being realized. George Engelmann purchased a 120-acre farm located on the southern
slope of Shiloh Hill from Benjamin Watts for five dollars an acre. Engelmann also purchased an
adjacent farm of 100 acres that was owned by Watts’ son for his uncle back in Heidelberg
(Koerner 1909 I:291-3).
The Germans, many of whom had been urban dwellers, often found the farmsteads they had
purchased to be far too rustic for their tastes and spent a great deal of energy improving them.
According to George Engelmann:
[The immigrants’] wants were too numerous to be supplied. They had bought
farms, and paid for them, but the log cabin, that had sheltered the former
occupant, would not answer now. Houses had to be built, or to be improved or
adorned, cellars had to be dug and wells to be sunk, fences needed repairing; the
little garden patch of the pioneers could not now give satisfaction; a vegetable
garden was only an appendix to the flower bed. All this was thought to be
absolutely indispensable with comfort, they had to have it, or be miserable (Brink,
M cDonough, and Company 1881:65).
In some cases, these improvements were carried out at the expense of the crops that were being
grown, causing their American neighbors to express “their wonder, that the Germans, who were
rated among the best farmers in Pennsylvania, were such poor farmers in Illinois.” Some of the
Germans eventually abandoned farming and took up other trades. George Engelmann, for
instance, turned his farm over to orchards and vineyards and established a starch factory.
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Similarly, Gustave Koerner started practicing law in B elleville, and Theodore Hilgard and
Augustus Dilg erected a brewery in Belleville (Brink, M cDonough, and Company 1881:65).
On the whole, though, those Germans who tried farming in St. Clair County generally succeeded
at it. Unlike their American neighbors, who preferred farms up to 400 acres in size, the German
immigrants were often satisfied with farms of only 30 to 40 acres. Their success on these small
tracts was partially linked to their habit of fertilizing their farmland with manure; this European
practice insured the immigrants of a healthy crop each year, unlike the American farmers who
generally didn’t put anything back into the soil. German farmers also used a system of crop
rotation—something that “made a lasting impression on the native population” (Bateman and
Selby 1907:813).
The extent of initial German settlement in nearby Shiloh Valley Township is detailed in a map
14
drawn by John Scheel that dates to ca. 1836-37.
Scheel hoped to attract other German
immigrants to Shiloh Valley, and the fact that the map was published in German suggests that it
was meant for a German audience. In the map, Scheel made a point of distinguishing the
German households and landholdings in the township from those of the Americans there. The
map indicates twenty -one German owned homes, while fifty homes are designated as being
owned by Americans. German houses are scattered throughout Shiloh Valley, but several
concentrations do show up on the map. One of these is in the center of the township, in Sections
20 and 21, where the Busch, Koelsch, Haxhausen, Sandherr, and Ka(?) households are all
situated within a mile of each other. The other concentration is just west of Shiloh Hill and
Silver Creek, where the Reuss, Wolf, Schott, Ledergerber, and Merkel houses are located (Scheel
1836). By 1837, 160 of the 400 inhabitants of Shiloh Valley were German (B ateman and Shelby
1907:681-2). Unfortunately, no cartographic source comparable to the Scheel M ap exists for
O’Fallon Township, but the ones that are available suggest that the German presence in the
township was relatively limited during the 1830s (Brink, M cDonough, and Company 1881:354;
Bateman and Selby 1907:723-4).
The success that the early German immigrants met with in St. Clair County encouraged further
immigration by family members and friends. The influx of Germans to Shiloh Valley was so
profound that the area became known as the “Lateiner Settlement.” As Dr. G. Englemann wrote
in Das Westland, a North American periodical for Germans printed in Heidelberg in 1837,
“nearly the whole settlement is situated in Town 1 North, R. 7 [West], and extends from 5 to 9
miles east of Belleville” (Brink, McDonough, and Company 1881:64).
German immigration into St. Clair County continued into the 1840s, and rapidly accelerated in
the years followingthe Revolution of 1848. After the Revolution of 1848, the Shiloh Valley area
was still envisioned by many Germans as a prime location to emigrate. Friedrich Karl Hecker, a
“German patriot and soldier” instrumental in the 1848 political uprising in Germany, settled in
14

This map was included with an article published by Englemann in Das Westland in 1837. T he map clearly
predates 1837, as land in Section 16 is label ed as “ school land” and it is known that the lots in Section 16 were
sold in 1837. In the same resp ect, it is unlikely that the map pre-d ates 1836, as the prop erty located in the S1/2.
SE1/4 Section 4 and identi fied as belonging to a Germ an family with the surname o f “ Wolf” was not pu rch ased
by Frederick Wolf until August 1836.
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rural M ascoutah Township. This wave of immigration had a dramatic impact on Shiloh Valley
and surrounding townships, which went from having a population that was predominantly
American, with a significant German minority in the middle 1830s, to having a population that
was overwhelmingly German by the 1860s. Although a substantial number of the American
farmers sold out to the immigrant German families that arrived during this period, several
prominent American-born farm families (such as the Ogle family) remained in the area.
Although their initial settlement was somewhat segregated from the Americans, by the late
nineteenth century increasing numbers of the German immigrants had become naturalized
citizens and took up the American language. Of this, Dr. Engelmann observed; “The second
generation of Germans will be fully conversant with the English language and customs and
habits of this land, and will appear as Americans and act in concert with them” (Brink and
M cDonough 1881:65). This assimilation into American society was perhaps not as rapid as Dr.
Engelmann had predicted. In 1874 three of the five newspapers printed in Belleville were in the
German language, and the only newspaper printed in Mascoutah in 1881 was in German (Brink
and M cDonough 1881:353; Warner and Beers 1874:9).
Assimilation became inevitable though as German immigration to the United States tapered off
15
towards the end of the nineteenth century.
Without new blood to sustain their sense of
Deutschtum (“Germanness”), German communities were becoming more Americanized with
each successive generation (Detjen 1985:21, 52). In Mascoutah, for instance, The Mascoutah
Anzeiger was still being published in 1901, but two other papers had been started that were being
published in the English language and one of these enjoyed a subscription that was double that of
the Anzeiger (Bateman and Selby 1907:770).
The 1910 Census indicates that German immigration to Shiloh Valley persisted throughout the
nineteenth century and continued into the early years of the twentieth century. The actual extent
of immigration during these years is difficult to judge considering that a significant number of
these immigrants would have died prior to 1910. Based upon the figures that are available,
however, it appears as though German immigration to the area went through a series of
fluctuations after reachingits peak in the years immediately following the Revolution of 1848. It
declined during the late 1850s, practically ceased during the Civil War, briefly shot up in 1865,
and then dropped and remained low during the 1870s. Immigration increased somewhat during
the early 1880s, at a time when the tide of German immigration to the United States as a whole
reached it peak, and remained relatively stable until the middle to late 1890s when it again
dropped. Census records indicate a final upswing in German immigration to the region in the
first decade of the twentieth century.
Immigration to Shiloh Valley from countries other than Germany appears to have been relatively
limited throughout most of the nineteenth century. A number of English, Irish, and French
immigrants did arrive between 1860 and 1885, but their numbers didn’t come close to rivaling
those of the Germans. The tide of immigration from Eastern and Southern Europe did not reach
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During the 1880s, some 400,000 Germans immigrated to the United States. During the 1890s, however, that
number dropped to 105,000; and between 1901 and 1910 only 36,000 Germans came to the United States (Detjen
1985:21).
16

Shiloh Valley until the 1890s and early 1900s, at which time Slovenian, Polish, Lithuanian, and
Italian immigrants began arriving in the township.
Unlike the early German immigrants (the majority of whom adopted farming), the later
immigrants to the township took jobs as general laborers or were hired on as workers in the local
coal mines. Some of the immigrants may not have had an agricultural background to begin with,
and many may have simply been readopting jobs they formerly held in the “Old Country” (as
was probably the case with the Welsh and English miners). There was also the possibility that
the average, later-day immigrant was poorer than their German predecessor and couldn’t
purchase or rent a farm even if they had wanted to, especially given the fact that the majority of
land owners in Shiloh Valley in 1910 were well-established and were not as eager to sell their
land as the American settlers had been during the initial phase of German immigration in the
1830s. Another difference between the two groups is that the non-German immigrants appear to
have displayed a greater compulsion to become assimilated as Americans than the earlier
German immigrants did. That the German language was able to persist longer than other foreign
tongues in Shiloh Valley was due to the large Germanic population and the persistence of the
German lifeways. The other foreign groups, who were far less numerous, found it harder to
resist assimilation and many probably welcomed the process.
By the early twentieth century, the fear of total assimilation among certain circles resulted in the
formation of the National German-American Alliance in 1904. Initially organized as a counter
to the prohibition movement (something staunchly opposed by most Germans), the Alliance soon
took on a larger role by becoming a voice calling for the protection of German heritage and by
sponsoring cultural and ethnic events. Support for the Alliance spread beyond its St. Louis base,
and branch chapters were eventually established throughout M issouri and southwest Illinois; one
chapter was located in Belleville (Detjen 1985:50).
In the end, however, the efforts by the National German-American Alliance and other
organizations towards maintaining a separate German cultural identity in the United States
largely came to nothing. Assimilation continued as it had before, and whatever gains may have
been made at slowing that process were destroyed by the rise of anti-German feelings in the
United States during the First World War. America’s entry into the war in 1917 resulted in the
German-American community becoming the object of suspicion and distrust by many nativeborn Americans and made the active promotion of “Germanness” something akin to sedition.
Hence, during the war, “vast numbers of Americans of German origin were able to forsake—
and did forsake—their German-Americanism forever” (Detjen 1985:184).
Early History of Belleville
Euro-American settlement in the vicinity of Belleville dates to the early 1800s. The earliest
settlers in the area established their homesteads along the Richland Creek drainage, which is part
of the Kaskaskia River basin. By 1807, about thirty-five households had been established
throughout the eastern two-thirds of what is now Belleville Township and western Shiloh Valley
Township. Known as the Richland Creek Settlement, this scattering of farmsteads provided the
population base upon which Belleville eventually would be founded.
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In 1814, the county seat of St. Clair County was moved from Cahokia to George Blair’s farm on
Compton's Hill along Richland Creek. As noted earlier, Blair had offered to give the county an
acre of his land to be used as a public square and an adjoining twenty -five acres on which town
lots could be laid out in the event the county seat would be moved to his farm. Not long
afterward, Blair sold his interest in the town to Etienne Pensoneau, a French-Canadian merchant.
In 1819, the new county seat was incorporated as the village of Belleville (Brink and
M cDonough 1881:183-185; Warner and Beers 1874:8).
Due to its central location and distinction as county seat, Belleville was destined to grow into a
major commercial center by the middle of the nineteenth century. This growth was helped to a
significant degree by the town’s excellent transportation network. By 1824, Belleville had three
major roads radiating out from it. One of these ran north of town and connected with the " State
Road" between Vincennes, Indiana and St. Louis; the latter route had been completed only the
year before and served the western extension of the famous National Road (Lucas 1824). Over
the next decade, the community received three other major roads, one of which ran west to
Cahokia, while another headed eastward to Shawneetown, in Gallatin County (Burr 1834;
Bateman and Selby 1907:724). This expanding transportation network encouraged the growth of
commercial agriculture in the county, which, in turn, led to the development of the milling
industry in Belleville.
Despite these advantages, Belleville’s progress was perceived as being relatively slow until
around 1828, when Governor Ninian Edward purchased the remaining unsold town lots from
Etienne Pensoneau. Edwards was one of the most prominent figures in Illinois at this time, being
the current governor (1826-1830) and a former U. S. Senator (1819-1823). He also previously
had served as Governor of the Illinois Territory (1809-1818) and performed credibly as a
military commander during the War of 1812. Edwards had moved to Belleville around 1825,
relocating from Edwardsville in M adison County. After deciding to invest in Belleville,
Edwards aggressively promoted the town through a variety of means, including starting a new
general store there with a fine stock of goods, running regular advertisements in multiple
newspapers, and offering town lots to mechanics and tradesmen at nominal prices as inducement
for them to take up residence there. The Governor died in Belleville on July 20, 1833,
succumbingto cholera after attending to fellow residents afflicted with the dreaded disease. This
was one of three cholera epidemics to sweep through Belleville early in its history, with the
others occurring in 1832 and 1849 (Brink, M cDonough, and Company 1881:187, 189).
Belleville’s status as the seat of government in a flourishing county located directly adjacent to
St. Louis (the “Gateway to the West”) was influential in attracting a particularly imposing and
talented class of attorneys to the community during the second quarter of the nineteenth century.
Well regarded among their fellow colleagues of the bar, these attorneys also were ambitious
politically and were destined to play a prominent role in Illinois politics prior to the Civil War.
One of the most co lorful lawyer-politicians to reside in Belleville was John Reynolds, who
served in succession on the Illinois Supreme Court (1818-1825), the General Assembly (18271829), and as Governor (1829-1833) before being elected to the United States House of
Representatives in 1834. He was reelected to a second term in Congress in 1838 and later served
two additional terms in the Illinois General Assembly (1847-1849 and 1853-1855) (Brink,
M cDonough, and Company 1881:199). Adam Snyder, who moved to Belleville in 1833,
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represented St. Clair County in the Illinois Senate for two terms before being elected to the U. S.
House of Representatives in 1836. In 1842, Snyder won the Democratic nomination for
Governor but died before the election—one he likely would have won handily had he survived.
It was Adam Snyder who Gustave Koerner first partnered with upon the completion of his legal
studies in 1835. Koerner, of course, also was a B elleville resident and would go on to build a
very successful legal practice and public career of his own, as will be discussed in more detail in
Chapter 3. Lyman Trumbell came to Belleville to practice law around 1836-1837 and partnered
with John Reynolds for a time. Trumbell went on to win election to the Illinois House in 1840
and then filled the office of Illinois Secretary of State in 1841-1842 under Governor Carlin’s
administration. He returned to his legal career in B elleville in 1843, where he remained until
1848 when he won a seat on the Illinois Supreme Court. Trumbell later was elected to the U. S.
House of Representatives (1854) and represented Illinois in three successive terms as United
States Senator (1855-1873). Another prominent lawyer-politician with Belleville connections
was James Shields, an Irish immigrant who moved to Belleville in 1837 and partnered with
Gustave Koerner. Shields was appointed State Auditor of Illinois in 1841 and won a seat on the
Illinois Supreme Court two years later. In 1845, he was appointed Commissioner of the United
States Government Land Office in Washington, D. C. Then, in 1848, Shields was able to win
election to the United States Senate, capitalizing upon the distinguished military record he had
earned leading Illinois volunteers during the M exican-American War (Brink, M cDonough, and
Company 1881:91-93).
The demographic character of Belleville changed dramatically during the 1830s and 1840s, when
large numbers of German immigrants began settling there. M any of those who were part of the
first wave of German immigration (1831-2) initially settled on farms in Shiloh Valley, to the east
of Belleville. Some of these immigrants failed at farming (or lost interest in it), however, and
subsequently relocated to Belleville, where they took up other professions. Gustave Koerner, as
previously noted, started practicing law and later entered politics. George Engelmann turned his
farm over to orchards and vineyards and established a starch factory in Belleville, while
Theodore Hilgard and Augustus Dilg erected a brewery there (Brink and M cDonough 1881:65).
Belleville received a second wave of German immigration following the R evolution of 1848. In
time, the city took on a distinctly German flavor, with the majority of its population being of
either German birth or ancestry.
The industrial growth experienced by Belleville during the middle and late nineteenth century
was due in large measure to the extensive coal deposits found around the city. As Peck (1831)
and others suggest, by the very late 1820s or early 1830s several individuals had begun to mine
coal in St. Clair County and market the mineral to the nearby commercial and industrial center of
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St. Louis, as well as to surrounding local communities. The St. Clair County history suggests
that it was not until 1830 that a local Centerville blacksmith named Joshua Hughes “began taking
coal from a hillside, about a half mile southeast of Centerville” (Brink, M cDonough, and
Company 1881). Within a year of Hughes first surface “diggings” along the hillsides southwest
of Centerville, several drift mines were in operation at that location, and miners apparently were
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The Belleville Advocate carried a story on May 30, 1862 stating that bituminous coal was discovered and first
used by the blacksmiths Smith and Small at High Prairie“ about 1818.”
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hauling their product to the St. Louis market by ox wagon (as noted earlier by Peck). The coal
also saw local use in Belleville. Peck (1831) notes that Belleville had
a steam flouring mill, which makes thirty barrels of flour per day. The engine is
of twelve horse power. The fire consumes two cords of wood and seven bushels
of bituminous coal in twenty -four hours. The wood costs one dollar per cord, and
the coal five and one half cents per bushel, and is hauled five miles from the
bluffs.
By the middle 1830s, a small mining community named Pittsburg had developed adjacent to the
mines alongthe east bluffs of the American Bottom, immediately west of Belleville. The 1881
St. Clair County history provides a short history of the mining activity in this community:
Pittsburg is situated on the bluff, in the extreme eastern portion of Cahokia
precinct, in sec. 3. It was established in 1836, and at one time had a population of
upwards of 200 inhabitants, mostly coal miners. Coal was obtained here by
drifting into the bluff, where in places it cropped out to the surface. As many as
seven drifts have been in operation at one time, and from twenty to thirty cars of
coal mined in one day; but for several years the mines have been exhausted and
abandoned (Brink, McDonough, and Company 1881).
In 1833, 6,000 tons of Illinois coal was removed from the mines around Bellville and hauled to
St. Louis markets. Leighton and Carroll (1943:43) observe that, “considerable amounts of coal
were undoubtedly being mined by that time in various other parts of the State, although no
production figures were collected by the government until 1833.”
The early mines at Pittsburg were predominately drift or slope mines. M iners often referred to
these prospects as “surface diggings” or “scratchbacks.” Such terms as “thin coal,” “low coal”,
or “crawl coal” were used to describe the thin deposits of the upper coal beds, while more
substantial beds were often referred to as “four foot coal” or “five foot coal”, in reference to the
thickness of the seam (Horrell 1995). Coal was exposed along the heavily dissected slopes of the
eastern bluffs of the M ississippi River valley and adjacent tributaries. Exposed coal banks along
the hillsides were worked laterally into the sides of the valley by the early miners. It was not
until circa 1842 that the first shaft mine was excavated in this district. This mine was located
more inland, near Belleville, where the coal was located at a slightly deeper depth below the
surface (Risser and M ajor 1968:10). The St. Clair County mines of this period generally were
small, family -owned operations employing local capital and expertise.
It was due to the exploitation of coal in the vicinity of Pittsburgthat the first railroad in the State
of Illinois was constructed. The Coal M ine Bluffs Railroad was completed in 1837 to haul coal
from these mines to Illinoistown (present-day East St. Louis), on the shore of the Mississippi
River opposite St. Louis. Constructed by John Reynolds, Samuel Chandler, George Walker and
Daniel Pierce, this early railroad was only six miles in length and traveled over wooden rails
with cars pulled by horses. Reynolds, in his My Own Times (1879), wrote the following:
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I had a large tract of land located on the M ississippi Bluff, six miles from St.
Louis, which contained in it inexhaustible quantities of bituminous coal. This
coal was the nearest to St. Louis, Mo., of any other on this side of the Mississippi
River. I had also most of the land on which a railroad might be constructed to
convey the coal into market. Under these circumstances, a few others with
myself, decided to construct a railroad from the bluff to the M ississippi, opposite
St. Louis. This road was about six miles long, and although short, the engineer
made an erroneous calculation of the cost—making the estimate being less than
one-half of the real cost. We all embarked in this enterprise when we knew very
little about the construction of a railroad, or the capacity of the market for the use
of the coal. In fact, the company had nothing but an excessive amount of energy
and vigor, together with some wealth and standing, with which to construct the
road; and we accomplished it.
The State of Illinois granted the company a charter for their railroad in early 1841 under the
17
name “Illinois and St. Louis Railroad Company.”
Belleville would received its first direct railroad connection in 1856, when the Terre Haute,
Alton, St. Louis Railroad began service to it. Following the Civil War, there was a boom in
railroad construction in St. Clair County, and Belleville had several new rail lines constructed
through it. In 1870, the St. Louis and Southeastern Railroad began operating through the city.
Also servicing the city this period were Cairo Short Line, which linked up with the Illinois
Central in DuQoin (Perry County), and the Belleville and O’Fallon, an eight mile line completed
in 1870-1 (Brink, McDonough, and Company 1881:33-6).
St. Clair County was the largest producer of coal in Illinois during the Civil War era, and its coal
industry deserves to be discussed in some detail. As noted above, early mining activity in the
county was characterized by drift and slope mines. Surface mines such as those along the bluff
edge adjacent to the M ississippi River generally produced a more weathered and inferior coal
than that found at deeper depths. With continued development of the industry, shaft mines began
to be opened father east of the American Bottom. The first of these was opened near Belleville
in circa 1842. On November 29, 1854, The Belleville Advocate ran a short news brief on
“Belleville Coal” which stated:
Quite a trade is now going on between this city and St. Louis, in the article of
stone coal. The railroad has placed our inexhaustible coal fields in competition
with those of the Bluffs, from whence St. Louis has heretofore chiefly derived her
supplies. We learn that not less than twenty -five tons of this article pass over the
railroad daily, from this point, to St. Louis. We also understand that an additional
number of coal cars are to arrive in a short time, to meet the increasing demand
for speedy transportation.
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In 1871, the Illinois and St. Louis Railroad and Coal Company extended their line from the blu ffs into Belleville
(Scamehorn 1952:19; Ack erman 1844). T his road eventually consolidated with other lines and fo rmed the
Louisville, Evansville and St. Louis Railroad Company in 1889 (Scamehorn 1952:20).
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A few years later, The Weekly Belleville Tribune noted that “quite a number of coal pits have
been recently opened on the Railroad, within a mile or two of this city, and coal of the best
quality is taken therefrom. The coal business now forms a large item in the trade of Belleville
and doubtless it is very lucrative to all engaged in it.” By 1862, the Belleville Advocate could
report twenty -three mines operating between Belleville and the bluffs alone. Some 16,500
bushels of coal were being conveyed to East St. Louis daily on the Belleville-Illinoistown
Railroad (Belleville Advocate 13 June 1862). Writing in the early 1860s, Amos Worthen noted
that, “The Belleville coal seam No. 1 C is the principal one worked at the present time, and was
probably the first ever worked in the State. Its natural outcrop along the bluffs, in such near
proximity to St. Louis, called attention to its value at an early day, and was worked in open
trenches, and by tunneling into the bluffs, long before its existence under the surface of the
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adjacent highlands was ever suspected” (Worthen 1866:236). Some of the mines commented
on by Worthen in his survey of St. Clair County were the Alma Shaft (two miles west of
O’Fallon), Summerfield Shaft, Mascoutah Shaft, an unnamed shaft near Urbana (now Freeburg,
southeast of Belleville), Hodges Creek Coal M ines, and the Pittsburg Mines (Worthen 1866:299302).
By the middle 1870s, the Belleville area represented one of the most important mining districts
in the state (Andros 1915:41). R. A. Ty son provided a description of the Belleville district in his
1875 History of East St. Louis. Tyson noted that, “the main coal seam No. 6 has been opened at
many points about Belleville, and the river bluffs back of the outcrop. It is reached by twenty five shafts, such to a depth of from 50 to 150 feet. In the Alma shaft the coal was found at a
depth of 170 feet below the surface, and the seam is seven feet thick. It is the same thickness at
M ascoutah, at 132 feet deep, and 6½ feet thick at Urbana or Freeburg, and about the same depth
below the surface.” Tyson added that, “the development of the industry to theproportions it had
reached by 1875 had not been unaccompanied by labor disputes nor by periods of depression and
ruinous competition” (as cited in Andros 1915:43-44).
In its 1881 History of St. Clair County, Brink, M cDonough and Company (1881:40-41)
commented that “bituminous coal is by far the most important mineral resource of this county…
these vast deposits of coal fix the status of Belleville, and indeed of all the county, as a natural
center of manufactories… [and] the hum of machinery makes sweet music…”(see Figure 2-3).
By the turn of the twentieth century St. Clair County led the state in coal production, and the
mines there employed more than 3,000 workers (Bateman and Selby 1907:807).
By 1880, the population of St. Clair County had risen above 60,000. The population of
Belleville itself exceeded 15,000 at this date, making it one of the largest cities in southern
Illinois. The city ’s industrial and commercial enterprises were extensive and quite varied during
this period. Its milling industry was represented by five different concerns: the Harrison M ills,
Hinkley’s Mill, the Crown M ill, Knoebel’s M ill, and F. A. Reuss and Company. The city also
was home to three different breweries, the largest being the Star Brewery and the Western
Brewery Company and Stoelzle’s Brewery following in terms of production. All three breweries
had been established by German immigrants in the 1850s. Foundry and machine shop -related
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T he engineering journal The Colliery Engineer (1891:53) apparently also makes note o f the Belleville co al seams
(as noted in Scamehorn 1952:12, footnote 11).
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businesses were represented by: the Harrison Machine Works, the Pump and Skein Company,
Rogers Foundry, Gaylords Foundry, the Union Machine Shop and Brass Foundry, and the West
M ain Street M achine Shop and Brass Foundry. The Belleville Nail Company, established in
1869, was the first nail mill erected in Illinois. The Esler and Ropiequet M anufacturing
Company, Rentchler Agricultural Works, and Philip M . Gundlach all produced grain drills. The
manufacture of carriages and wagons was carried out by the Williams’ Carriage Factory,
Heinzelman Brothers, Scanuel Brothers, and the Novelty Carriage Works. Other shops in the
city produced window sash, blinds, doors, furniture, and sewing machines (Brink, McDonough,
and Company 1881:81, 192-196). Brick manufacturing was another industry that flourished in
Belleville during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and city was served by multip le
brickyards during this period. Brick was a favored construction material for even the humblest
of dwellings, and a defining characteristic of the present Belleville Historic District is the
prevalence of brick architecture.
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Figure 2-1. Map of S t. Clair County, Illinois published in 1881, with the City of Belleville
circled. This map helps illustrate several of the factors which contributed to Belleville’s
growth and pros perity during the latter half of the nineteenth century, includingits central
location within the county, the multiple railroads passing through it, and its proximity to
the burgeoning metropolis of St. Louis (shown at upper left). S hiloh Valley Township, the
cultural hearth of German Settlement in southwest Illinois, is depicted immediately east of
Belleville (Brink, McDonough, and Company 1881:9).
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Figure 2-2. Belleville was selected as the county seat for St. Clair County in 1814. This
status helped attract an illustrious group of attorneys to the city in the decades that
followed, among them Gustave P. Koerner. The courthouse shown in the image above was
completed in 1861 and was the fourth to have served the county. It was in this building
that Gustave Koerner pleaded local cases during the later years of his legal career.
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Figure 2-3. The abundance of bituminous coal in S t. Clair County, located at relatively shallow depths, played a vital role in
spurring industrial development in Belleville during the middle-to-late nineteenth century. In addition to serving local needs,
the county’s mines also shipped large amounts of coal by railroad to S t. Louis and other outlying areas. The image above was
published in an 1881 county history and is entitled “Reinecke’s Mine No. 1 at Reinecke Station, on the L. & N. R. R., S t. Clair
Co., Illinois.” It shows one of two mines then owned by Conrad Reinecke, a Belleville resident who was a native of Hesse Cassel, Germany (Brink, McDonough, and Company 1881:bet. 224-225).
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Chapter 3: Family And House History
Gustave Koerner’s Early Life
19

Gustave P. Koerner was born on November 20, 1809 at Frankfort-on-M ain, in southwestern
Germany. His father, Bernhard, had named him after King Gustavus Adolphus IV of Sweden,
20
out of respect for the Swedish ruler’s staunch opposition to the French emperor Napoleon I.
Napoleon had defeated the two principal German powers, Austria and Prussia, in succession at
Austerlitz (1805) and Jena (1806), and then bested Russia at Friedland (1807). These victories
placed Napoleon in control of continental Europe, and left many Germans with a deep sense of
wounded pride. Bernhard Koerner’s hatred of Napoleon was further stirred when the French
summarily executed his former employer—a Mr. Palm of the publishing firm of Palm and
Enke—for having sold an anti-French tract entitled “Germany in its Deepest Humiliation”
(Koerner 1909 I:2-4). The origins of Gustave Koerner’s christening would serve as an apt
precursor to his later political struggles.
Once he became of age, Koerner decided to study law. He began his university studies at Jena
(1828-1830) and then at Munich (1830-1831). While at M unich, Koerner had his first serious
encounter with authority. After spending Christmas Eve 1830 drinking with his university
friends, he became involved in a snowball fight that led to an altercation with the police. The
snowball fight was harmless enough, but the authorities were on edge due to recent political
disturbances. A police detachment was sent to break up the gathering, and in the process one of
the officers was knocked down and injured. Implicated in the incident, Koerner was arrested and
spent four months in prison waiting for his case to be heard. He later recounted that he had
studied more law during his brief confinement than he had learned in two years at Jena (Koerner
1909 I:146-156, 160). Koerner later transferred to the University of Heidelberg, where he
completed his studies and received his doctorate of law in June 1832 (Koerner 1909 I:186-187).
Koerner then returned to his home city of Frankfort to practice law. He almost immediately
became involved in the Burschenschaft, a liberal reform movement seeking the political
regeneration and unification of Germany, and it was only a matter of time before he clashed with
state authorities. On April 3, 1833 Koerner and his associates attempted a coup in Frankfort,
which was planned as part of a general liberal uprising throughout Germany. Unfortunately, the
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Koern er’s formal fi rst name was “ Gustavus”, and this is the form that o ften app ears in l egal documents, such as
his will and probate records. He gen erally was referred to as “ Gustave”, howev er, and this is the form we have
followed throughout the current research. Documentary sources provide two middle names fo r him. Koerner
himself us ed “ Philip,” and “ Gustavus Philip Koerner” is the name that is inscribed on his diploma from
Heidelberg University. However, in the Das Scharzes Bu ch (The Black Book)— an 1837 alph abetical register o f
those persons implicated in revolutionary activities in Germany since 1830—h e is listed as “ Gustav Peter.” T he
two middle names p resumably d erive from Ko ern er’s baptismal sponsor, Philip Peter Roeder, who was a
merchant at Heilbronn (Dianne Renner Walsh, pers. comm., 7 July 2004).
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Gustavus Adolphus IV h ad joined the T hird Coalition against Napoleon (comprised o f England, Austria, Russia,
and Sweden) in 1805. He was d eposed in 1809 aft er losing Swedish Pomerania to France and Finland to Russia
the previous year. His perceived d espotism and mental imbalance also cont ributed to his fall from power
(Bridgwater 1960:I:554).
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Frankfort revolt failed miserably, and Koerner himself was wounded while attemptingto storm a
guardhouse. The young lawyer was then forced to flee to France in order to avoid arrest
(Koerner 1909 I:224-230, 235-236). Koerner ultimately was listed on the Das Scharzes Buch
(The Black Book), an alphabetical register of persons implicated in revolutionary activities in
Germany since 1830, which was complied by the Bundeszentralbehoerde (Central Bureau of
21
Political Investigation) in 1837 (Bundeszentralbehoerde 1837; Koerner 1909 I:224-227).
While in France, Koerner made the decision to immigrate to the United States. He did so in the
company of a number of other German émigrés he already was acquainted with, including
Theodore Engelmann, Sr.. During the Transatlantic voyage, Gustave became engaged to
Engelmann’s daughter Sophia, and the couple would marry twoyears later (see Figure 3-1). The
immigrants arrived in New York City in June 1833 and then headed west, by way of the Erie
22
Canal and Ohio River, to St. Louis. Rather than settle in Missouri, which was a slave state,
Koerner and his associates chose to settle in St. Clair County, Illinois, where they joined a small
German community already established in rural Shiloh Valley Township .
Koerner’s Early Political Career
Koerner spent his first year in America working with the Engelmann family on their farm in
Shiloh Valley. During this period, he perfected his English skills, occasionally worked as a
tutor, and briefly entertained the possibility of becoming a journalist (Koerner 1909 I:302-303).
Early in 1834 he wrote a critical “Review of Duden’s Report Concerning the Western States of
North America,” which was published by his brother Charles in Germany. Although Koerner
ultimately chose to returnto the law, his interest in journalism continued throughout his life. In
1836, for instance, he and a number of other German residents in St. Louis and St. C lair County
jointly purchased the Anzeiger des Westens. This paper, which was organized in 1834,
eventually became the “leading organ for the Germans of the M ississippi Valley.” Koerner
started submitting articles to the paper in 1836 and continued to do so until it changed ownership
in 1849-1850 (Koerner 1909 I:404-405).
Koerner restarted his legal career in the fall of 1834, when he traveled to Lexington, Kentucky to
study law at Transylvania University. Koerner already had earned a legal degree in Germany,
but he needed to acquaint himself with American laws in order pass the Illinois Bar. He
recognized early on that his success in America would depend on more than just knowing the
letter of the law:
A lawyer must necessarily first learn perfectly not only the speech and laws of the
land but must enter deeply into the customs and spirituality of the people,
provided he would compete with the voluable and practical advocate and if he
would speak the hearts and conscience of the jury who will give its decision in a
civil case (Koerner 1909 I).
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Koerner is listed as number 908 in thereport.
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A more common rout e for Germ an immigrants moving into the Midwest carried them through New Orleans and
then upstream to St. Louis.
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While in Lexington, Koerner made the acquaintance of the Senator Henry Clay and Mary Todd,
who would marry Abraham Lincoln in 1842 (Koerner 1909 I:349-351, 361).
Koerner returned to Illinois in 1835 and, after passing the bar, starting practicing law with Adam
23
W. Snyder in Belleville. Snyder was one of a number of prominent lawyer-politicians to hang
up their “shingles” in Belleville during this period and was a rising figure in the state Democratic
Party. This association no doubt influenced Koerner’s early allegiance to the party. More
importantly, however, Koerner viewed the Democrats as being more immigrant-friendly than
their Whig opponents. In his memoirs, he noted that,
It must be said that the Democratic party from that time on, in victory or defeat,
never abandoned the cause of the aliens who came here to become citizens, which
accounts for the fact that the Germans almost unanimously voted with party until
the slavery question in 1856 carried most of them into the Republican party , and
down to the reconstruction of the Union in 1868 (Koerner 1909 I:424).
The Whigs, as a rule, represented the more conservative element in American politics, drawing
much of its support from middle and upper class. Starting in the late 1830s, the party also had a
growing nativist element within its ranks—a movement that was engendered by the growing tide
of immigrants to the United States. In Illinois, the nativist movement was spurred initially by the
large number of Irish workers coming to work on the Illinois and M ichigan Canal, though it also
focused its attention on the growing German population in the state. The Democrats sought to
capitalize upon both of these new immigrant constituencies (Pease 1918:260).
Under Illinois’ first state constitution, anyone who was 21 years of age and had resided in the
state for six months could vote. As such, the increasing number of German immigrants coming
into southwestern Illinois represented a significant new element to Illinois politics. All major
parties sought the support of the new immigrants, and Cole (1987:26) notes, “The German voters
held the balance of power between the whig and democratic parties before 1856 and between the
democratic and republican parties after that date.” Perhaps due to Koerner’s presence as a
member of the bar—where he received considerable exposure through traveling the “circuit”—
people came to believe that he could control the German vote and solicited his favor in this
regard. Although Koerner claimed the German population could not be “bossed” as easily as
either the Americans or Irish, he was nonetheless “constantly called on for help by aspiring
candidates and consequently oftenplaced in a difficult position” (Koerner 1909 I:427).
Koerner’s direct involvement with the Democratic party dates to 1837, when he was elected as a
delegate to the Democratic State Convention, which was held in December at Vandalia (Koerner
1909 I:424). A new convention had to be held after the party’s first choice, Colonel J. W.
Stephenson, died. Koerner and fellow Belleville natives Reynolds, W. C. Kinney, and James
Shields, supported Adam W. Snyder’s bid for governor (Pease 1918:250).
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Snyder had come to Illinois prior to statehood and was a p rotégé o f J esse B. T homas, who represented Illinois in
the U.S. Senate from 1818-1829. Aft er s erving in the Black Hawk War (1832), he was elected to Congress. In
1842, Snyder was nominat ed as the Democratic candidat e fo r Gov ernor but died b efo re th e el ection (Dunne
1933:V:40).
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During the election of 1840, Koerner supported the Democrats by starting a German debating
club (short-lived due to lack of Whig involvement) and publishing a German weekly campaign
paper named the Messenger of Liberty for Illinois. Within two weeks the paper had more than
200 subscribers, and it eventually attracted such a wide readership in Missouri that its name was
changed to the Messenger of Liberty for Illinois and Missouri. Koerner also was called upon to
speak at political rallies held in those areas with large German populations, often having to
address the mixed audience in both German and English. Illinois Democrats did very well in the
election at all levels, particularly in the heavily German counties bordering St. Clair. Nationally,
however, the Whigpresidential candidate William Henry Harrison was elected. It was at a Whig
rally in Belleville during the election that Koerner first made the acquaintance of Abraham
Lincoln (Koerner 1909 I:443-446). Koerner was selected by the General Assembly to carry
Illinois’ electoral college votes to Washington early in 1841 (Koerner 1909 I:448).
Koerner was nominated for the state legislature in 1842. He claimed to have accepted the
nomination with reluctance and did so only at the insistence of Adam Snyder and James Shields.
Although running in a strongly Democratic area, Koerner was by no means assured a victory.
The Whigs nominated A. Badgley, a member of an early pioneer family and former Democrat.
There also was a small nativist voting block, based in Illinoistown, that had to be overcome
(Koerner 1909 I:465). Even so, Koerner received a substantial majority in the election,
becoming the first German ever elected to the legislature in Illinois, or M issouri. He received
considerable exposure by the German press in Illinois and elsewhere in the M idwest for his
accomplishment (Koerner 1909:468). One indication of the depth of German support for the
Democratic Party during this period was the torch light parade and serenade given to former
president Martin Van Buren during his visit to St. Louis in 1842. According to Koerner, the
parade, which was made up of approximately 1,000 Germans, represented “the first time that the
German element made itself felt by a great demonstration” (Koerner 1909 I:475-476).
In 1837, Koerner had become a law partner with James Shields (Koerner 1909 I:415). Born in
Ireland in 1801, Shields immigrated to the United States in 1826 and started practicing law at
Kaskaskia (Randolph County), Illinois in 1832. He proved to be a remarkably successful
24
politician and represented Illinois in a number of state offices, as previously noted above.
Shields was elected as an associate justice to the Illinois Supreme Court in 1842 but resigned in
1845, before his term was up, in order to accept the post of Commissioner of the General Land
Office in Washington. Governor Thomas Ford appointed Koerner to succeed Shields, and the
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Shields served in succession as a legislator (1837-1839), state auditor (1841-1843), and associate judge on the
Illinois Supreme Court (1843-1845). After serving as a brigadier gen eral over Illinois troops during the Mexican
War, he was appointed Governor o f the Oregon T erritory (1848) but resigned this post aft er being elect ed to the
U.S. Senate in 1849. He later briefly represented Minnesota in the sen ate (1858 -1859), before moving to
Californi a. After the outbreak o f the Civil War he was appointed a brigadi er gen eral and saw service in the
eastern theater (1861-1863 ). He proved to be an energetic and able opponent to Stonewall Jackson during the
1862 Valley Campaign. Shields returned to Califo rnia fo r a short time and ev entually moved to Missouri, where
he once again reestablished a law practice. He end ed his remarkable career as a state l egislator (1874-1879 ),
dying in 1879 (Dunne 1933:IV:41). Despite these achievem ents, he is perhaps best remembered fo r his near duel
with Abraham Lincoln in 1842. T his episode arose from a series of editorials (known as the “ Lost T ownships
Letters”) published in the Sangamo Journal in which Lincoln satirized Shields.
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state legislature subsequently elected him to a full term. Koerner’s position on the court paid
him considerably less than his private practice had, but it had considerable benefits attached to it.
It provided him the prestige of having been a judge (a benefit when he returned to private
25
practice), gave him public exposure, and offered potential p atronage.
Equally important, it
gave the “German Element,” in general, more esteem and helped soften nativist feelings towards
the group (Koerner 1909 I:491).
The call for volunteers during the M exican-American War of 1846-1848 met with energetic
response by Germans of St. Clair and Monroe Counties. Although Koerner did not enlist, his
speaking talents were called upon during a recruiting rally held in Peoria in May 1846. He also
instructed his friend Shields on drilling before the latter departed for Mexico. Shields eventually
was placed in command of a brigade of Illinois troops (Koerner 1909 I:495-501).
The impact of the German vote in Illinois was tempered somewhat by the Constitution of 1848,
which disenfranchised all voters who were not naturalized citizens (in contrast to the generous
voting rights allowed by the Constitution of 1818). The Whigs generally supported the
Constitution, in large measure due to this stipulation. Koerner opposed the new Constitution on
multiple grounds, including the new voting restrictions, but also due to the sharp reduction in
salaries allowed to state officers. His salary as a Supreme Court Justice was dropped to $1,200,
which was about half of what he was making in private practice prior to joining the court in
1843. Since he had every expectation of making even more, he declined to be candidate to the
court for the next term and returned home to Belleville (Koerner 1909 I:523-524).
In 1848, Koerner and many of his fellow German immigrants rejoiced at the news of the liberal
revolution in Germany. He seriously entertained thoughts of returning to Germany to directly
participate in the events there, and, in lieu of that, lobbied for a diplomatic post in Europe.
Although he did secur e confirmation to a post at the American consulate in Hamburg, he
declined the post after it became clear that the revolution would fail and that there would be a
reactionary backlash in Germany. Koerner did write a series of articles in the Missouri
Republican where he sought to provide a more comprehensive view of events in Germany than
offered by other accounts (Koerner 1909 I:521-523).
In 1851, Koerner took on editorial responsibilities with the Belleviller Zeitung, a Germanlanguage paper published by B. Hauck. He derived no financial benefits from the arrangement
and focused solely on editorial matters, leaving the remainder of the newspaper’s business to
others. Koerner had contributed political commentary to the Zeitung in the past, but now saw the
paper as a vehicle for providing an important counterpoint to thepolitical agenda beingpromoted
by the more radical of the recently -arrived “Forty -Eighters.” Some of the Forty -Eighters
entertained notions that they had more enlightened views of democracy and society than most
Americans, and called for revolutionary reforms in established American institutions. In doing
so, they provoked a negative response from not only native-born Americans, but also from the
earlier generation of German immigrants. The latter group, of which Koerner was a part of,
referred to the Forty -Eighters as “Greens.” In response, Henry Boernstein, who assumed control
of the St. Louis-based Anzeiger des Westens in 1850, labeled the older immigrants “Grays.”
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A Supreme Court justice could remove and appoint the clerks and m asters-in-chan cery in the twelv e counties
within his circuit (Koerner 1909 I:491).
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Boernstein carried on a running editorial battle with the Belleviller Zeitung and its editor
Koerner, whom he ridiculed as “Gray Gustav.” Koerner was nonplussed and claimed
Boernstein’s attacks only resulted in the increased circulation of the Zeitung in St. Louis.
Koerner continued as editor of the Zeitung until 1853 (Koerner 1909 I:549-550). For the
remainder of his life, however, he continued to submit editorial pieces to other German and
English newspapers in Belleville, and even to the Chicago papers. Koerner said it developed
into a habit: “Whenever some important subject occupied my mind I felt it a kind of burden
resting on me, I had to put it on paper or in print to get relief” (Koerner 1909 I:404-405).
During the rancorous “Railroad Wars” of the early 1850s, Koerner was a vocal advocate for a
liberal policy regarding railroad charters, allowing them to be granted wherever the people were
willing to pay for them. He and fellow Belleville politicos John Reynolds and Don M orrison had
hoped their city would receive a direct rail connection during this period, but the Ohio and
M ississippi and the M ississippi and Atlantic—the two great east-west rail lines constructed
through southern Illinois—bypassed the city. The Belleville men took it upon themselves to
finance a short line running to Illinoistown, opposite St. Louis, which was placed in service by
1854. This line subsequently was extended to Alton, where it intersected the Chicago and Alton,
providing an important link to central and northern Illinois (Cole 1987:43-46).
During the election of 1852, the Whigs and Democrats aggressively courted the growing German
population in Illinois. Although the Whigs had done poorly with German voters in past, they
hoped to exploit the rift between Catholic and Protestant Germans caused by Louis Kossuth, the
controversial Hungarian revolutionary then in exile in the United States. James Shields, now a
U. S. Senator, urged Illinois Democrats to nominate Koerner for Lieutenant-Governor, in
recognition of the invigorated political spirit Kossuth had engendered amongst the Germans
(Holt 1999:744). Koerner had received early support by the Democratic press and was
nominated in April 1852 (Koerner 1909 I:585-586), while Joel Matteson received the nomination
for Governor. The Whigs in turn selected Francis Arenz, another German, to run for State
Treasurer during the election (Cole 1987:105,110). Koerner was by no means the nominal
“German” candidate. His ethnicity certainly allowed him to run more strongly in some sections
of the state, but he also had a solid résumé and was a respectedpolitical figure by this date. He
and M atteson won the election. In 1855, there was a prospect of Koerner becoming Governor
through line-of-succession, when M atteson narrowly missed being elected to the United States
Senate. Abraham Lincoln was the early favorite in the election (which at that time was decided
in the state legislature, rather than by popular vote) but lost ground to M atteson as the voting
went on. Lincoln ultimately threw his remaining support to Lyman Trumbull, who was elected
26
on the tenth ballot (Lincoln 1989:355-357).
Formation of the Republican Party
Gustave Koerner remained faithful to the Democratic Party until passage of the Kansas-Nebraska
Act in 1854. This bill, which was sponsored by Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, allowed
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Reflecting on his defeat with Elihu Washburne aft erward, Lincoln wrote, “ I could have head ed o ff every
combination and been elected, had it not been for Matteson’s double game—and his defeat gives me more
pleasure than my own gives me pain” (Lincoln 1989:355-357).
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the status of slavery in the new territories of Kansas and Nebraska to be decided on the basis of
“popular sovereignty,” thus specifically repealing the Missouri Compromise of 1820. Douglas
had inserted this clause into the bill not because he wished to see slavery extended; he simply
wanted to get Southern support for the northern route of the proposed trans-continental railroad,
which he envisioned connecting to his home city of Chicago. While Douglas knew there would
be howls of protests over the bill, he had no idea that the controversy would irrevocably split his
party and speed the country toward Civil War.
German-Americans on the whole disapproved of slavery, and they certainly had no desire to see
the institution extended into the territories. Koerner was no exception. After abolitionist Elijah
Lovejoy was killed by a mob in Alton in 1834, Koerner had written prophetically in his diary:
“Negro slavery is the only rope by which the devil holds the American people. The descendants
must now suffer for the greediness of their ancestors. This national debt is more oppressive and
dangerous than the English one” (Koerner 1909 I:341). In 1842-1843, he and Lyman Trumbull
attacked Illinois’ indentured servitude law through the Sarah Border’s case, which was heard
27
before the Illinois Supreme Court. In the fall of 1853, Koerner paid the fine of a free African28
American man who had violated Illinois’ so-called “Black Law.” The man was unable to pay
the fine attached to the charge, so his services were being sold at public auction. Seeing the sale
progress, Koerner stopped his carriage and immediately paid the $50.17 owed, proclaiming that,
“As long as I live in B elleville no man shall be sold here if I can help it” (Koerner 1909 I:31).
Though profoundly dismayed by implications of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, Koerner did not
break with the Democratic Party immediately. Instead, he chose to oppose the bill and its author
from within the ranks of the party. He helped organize anti-Nebraska rallies in his home district
and presented a petition calling for its repeal to the state legislature. It was not until 1856, after
the state and national Democratic conventions failed to repudiate the Kansas-Nebraska Act, that
29
Koerner found it impossible to remain with the party in good conscience. He thereupon joined
the growing ranks of anti-Nebraska Democrats who were joining a coalition of former Whigs,
Free-Soilers, abolitionists, and nativists to form the new Republican Party (Jewett 2003:27-29;
Cole 1987:142, 147). Before officially joining the party, Koerner wrote an open letter in which
he clearly outlined the criteria necessary for him to join the R epublican ranks. The party needed
to reject the Kansas-Nebraska Act, oppose the extension of slavery onto free soil, affirm the
Constitutional rights of southern states, and protect the rights of all citizens regardless of birth or
religion. This position statement served as the basis on which many other Anti-Nebraska
Democrats in Illinois joined the Republican Party. It also helped catapult Koerner into the ranks
of the party leadership (Jewett 2003:28-29).
Koerner attended the National Republican Convention held in Philadelphia later that year.
Although Koerner was a not delegate, Thomas Jewett has suggested that he may have played a
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Introduced in 1853, the “Black Law” was designed to discourag ed African -Ameri can settlement in Illinois by
imposing fines upon free blacks who rem ained in the state longer than ten days and by fining whites who brought
blacks with them (Koerner 1909 II:30).
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Koerner supported all o f the major planks in the Democratic platform, save for its support of the Kansas-Nebraska
Act. He refus ed to compromise on this issue.
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behind-the-scene role, encouraging German support for John C. Frémont’s nomination for
President and in crafting of the party’s platform. It is of interest that the main planks in the
platform were identical to those in Koerner’s earlier position paper (Jewett 2003:29). After
returning from the convention, Koerner launched a campaign for the State Senate. He conducted
an aggressive speaking tour, thoroughly canvassing his own district besides campaigning for the
party at large throughout the M idwest. Although he lost his own race, the Republicans did fairly
well in Illinois, winning the Governor’s office and perhaps half the local elections (Jewett
2003:31).
In 1858, Koerner served as president of the Illinois Republican State Convention and was
instrumental in securing the U. S. Senate nomination for Abraham Lincoln, who was to run
against incumbent Senator Stephen A. Douglas. Koerner had known Lincoln personally since
1842, and the two men had maintained cordial relations ever since despite their different political
allegiances. In 1854, they had jointly represented the City of St. Louis in a suit against the
Atlantic Railroad Company (Koerner 1909 II:109-110). Their personal relationship strengthened
once they became political allies. On several occasions during the 1858 campaign Lincoln
solicited Koerner’s help in solidifying the German vote behind the Republicans. In one letter, he
wanted to ascertain whether Frederick Hecker (a hero of the Revolution of 1848) could be
persuaded to make some addresses on his behalf in Springfield and other locations. In a second
letter, Lincoln expressed his fear that his campaign was losing ground in M adison County and
inquired of Koerner, “Can not you, Canisius, and some other influential Germans set a plan on
foot that shall gain us accession from the Germans, and see that, at the election, none are cheated
in their ballots.” Lincoln wrote this after receiving information that the Germans in the county
were sometimes cheated at the polls (Lincoln 1989:480-481). Koerner was seated next to
Lincoln during the seventh and final Lincoln-Douglas Debate, which was held at Alton in
M adison County on October 15, 1858.
Koerner was a delegate to the 1860 Republican National Convention in Chicago, where he and
fellow German C arl Schurz were influential in crafting the anti-slavery and pro-immigrant
planks adopted for the party’s platform. The second plank was a personal victory for Koerner, in
that it quelled latent Nativist elements within the party and firmly established a commitment to
German-American voters. Koerner also joined with David Davis, Stephen T. Logan, Jesse K.
Dubois, Orville H. Browning, and other members of the Illinois delegation in orchestrating
Lincoln’s nomination for president. Thomas Jewett describes Koerner’s performance at the
convention as that of a “master politician,” helping to pick Lincoln’s home state as the site of the
convention, keeping the convention hall packed with Lincoln supporters, and laboring to
persuade several state delegations to vote for Lincoln after support for William Seward’s
nomination flagged (Jewett 2003:34). Koerner’s name appeared at the bottom of the three-word
telegram—“Don’t Come Here”—Lincoln’s campaign managers sent to Lincoln in Sp ringfield
30
while his supporters negotiated the details of his presidential nomination.
Following the convention, Koerner campaigned hard for Lincoln, and German-Americans in
Illinois responded enthusiastically to the Republican Presidential candidate. A large Republican
rally was held in Belleville in July 1860. Prior to the rally, Koerner hosted Carl Schurz, Frank
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Blair and a number of prominent St. Louis Republicans for lunch at his home (Koerner 1909
II:99). Lincoln had to give up his legal practice during the election, and he recommended that
Koerner take his place on an important case he had pending before the Illinois Supreme Court
(Koerner 1909 II:110).
Koerner and the Civil War
th

Upon the onset of the Civil War, Koerner helped organize the 9 Illinois Volunteer Infantry, a
regiment comprised mostly of St. Clair and Madison County recruits, three-fourths of whom
were German. Shortly afterward, Koerner was called to Springfield to assist Governor Yates at
the outset of the Civil War, and helped organize troops and supplies. While there he was
instrumental in placing Ulysses S. Grant in his first assignment. In M ay Koerner served as
Yates’ representative to a Governors’ conference held in Columbus, Ohio (Koerner 1909 II:122rd
127). Koerner then returned to Belleville and recruited the 43 Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
which named itself the “Koerner Regiment” in his honor (Koerner 1909 II:161-165). In
September 1861 Koerner received a Presidential appointment to serve as aide-de-camp to
General John C. Frémont, with the rank of colonel. Frémont, the Republican Presidential
candidate in 1856, had been placed in command of the Department of Missouri but had recently
fallen into some disfavor with the Lincoln Administration. Koerner occupied an independent
posit ion on the general’s staff, one that allowed him look to the needs of the many Illinois troops
serving within the department. Frémont would be removed from command on November 2,
1861 and replaced by Henry Halleck. This decision provoked a near mutiny by Germans troops,
who greatly admired Frémont. Koerner wrote Lincoln about the situation and reassured him as
to the loyalty of the Germans (Koerner 1909 I:166, 189-191).
Koerner’s diplomatic skills were called upon once again in January 1862, when General Samuel
R. Curtis replaced General Franz Sigel in the command of Army of Southwestern M issouri.
Sigel offered his resignation after being demoted. Although Sigel ultimately would prove to
have questionable military skills, he had served with some distinction during the Revolution of
1848 and was extremely popular with Germans throughout the United States. Indeed, many of
the Germans who had enlisted in the West had done so with the expectation of servingunder his
command. Lincoln requested that Koerner mediate between the German general and Halleck,
his district commander. Koerner succeeded in mollifying Sigel and convinced him to return to
the army (Koerner 1909 II:196-200). The President recommended Koerner’s services to
Halleck, in the following note:
My dear Sir: The Germans are true and patriotic, and so far as they have got cross
in Missouri it is upon mistake and misunderstanding. Without a knowledge of its
contents Governor Koerner, of Illinois, will hand you this letter. He is an
educated and talented German gentleman, as true a man as lives. With his
assistance you can set everything right with the Germans. I write this without his
knowledge, askinghim at the same time, with reference to the German element in
your command, you should have Governor Koerner with you; and if agreeable to
you and him, I will make him a brigadier-general, so that he can afford to so give
his time. He does not wish to command in the field, though he has more military
knowledge than many who do. If he goes into the place he will simply be an
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efficient, zealous, and unselfish assistant to you. I say all this upon intimate
personal acquaintance with Governor Koerner. Yours, very truly (Lincoln
1989b:302-303).
Koerner was offered a positioned on Halleck’s staff, but he declined due to health problems
31
(Koerner 1909 II:203-204.)
In June 1862, Lincoln appointed Koerner United States M inister to Spain. He was to replace
Carl Schurz, who resigned from the post to accept a commission in the Union Army. Given his
choice, Koerner would have preferred to serve either in Berlin or Vienna, where his knowledge
of German language and culture would have had decided benefits. With this in mind, he
approached the American ministers to Prussia and Austria, as to whether they wanted to switch
posts with him and go to M adrid; both men refused, however (Koerner 1909 II:211-213, 225).
While serving in Spain, Koerner succeeded in calming Spanish fears about possible American
expansionism into Cuba, and he is credited with influencing Spain’s neutrality during the Civil
War (Jewett 2003:35). He later wrote a book about Spain, entitled Aus Spainen, which was
published in Germany in 1867 (Koerner 1909 II:450-451).
Koerner returned to the United States in August 1864 and met with Lincoln in Washington in
November. He formally tendered his resignation from the diplomatic service in December 1864
(Koerner 1909 II:431, 437-438). Koerner served as a pallbearer at Lincoln’s funeral on M ay 2,
1865. He was the only one of the twelve pallbearers selected who was not a resident of
Springfield, which provides some indication of his close relationship with Lincoln and the
esteem to which he was held by the deceased President’s associates (Koerner 1909 II:443).
Koerner’s Later Career
Following the Civil War, Koener went into semi-retirement from public life, though he did serve
in a number of appointive positions and remained a perennial favorite during nomination season.
In 1867, he was appointed president of the board of trustees for the Soldier’s Orphan Home at
Bloomington (Dunne 1933:V:20). During the 1868 election, he was touted as a potential
Republican candidate both for Governor and Attorney General. Koerner declined to run for
either office, but accepted a position as elector-at-large for Ulysses S. Grant, who was running
for President. Koerner canvassed the state for Grant, making speaking engagements at Quincy,
Warsaw, Galena, Freeport, Rockford, Aurora, Chicago, Bloomington, Springfield, and Alton
(Koerner 1909 II:479-484). In 1871, Koerner made a bid for United States Senator. In his
memoirs he claimed to have had only a half-hearted interest in the contest and to have entered
his name only at the insistence of his friends, who believed that he might emerge as the
compromise candidate over his two principal opponents—Richard Oglesby and John A. Logan.
Logan won handily, and Koerner professed to be “not a bit disappointed” in the result (Koerner
1909 II:523; Bogart and Thompson 1920:63). In July of that same year, Koerner was appointed
to the newly created Illinois Railroad and Warehouse Commission of Illinois, where he served
ably until January 1873 (Koerner 1909 II:525-527).
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Koerner was su ffering from a serious eye in fection at this time.
36

During this period, Koerner and many other Republicans became alienated from the Grant
Administration. There were multiple issues involved. The administration had been rocked by a
series of corruption scandals, and civil service was deteriorating under the “spoils” system.
Furthermore, Grant had angered many German-Americans by allowing the surreptitious sale of
government arms and munitions to France during the Franco-Prussian War (Koerner 1909
II:524). As the 1872 election approached, an opposition party known as the Liberal Republicans
was formed. The Liberal Republican movement started in Missouri early in 1872 under the
leadership of Senator Carl Schurz. A platform was drawn up which called for a general amnesty
in and reconciliation with the southern states, the reduction of the tariff, denounced presidential
patronage and advocated reform of civil service, and called for a national convention of all
Liberal Republicans in Cincinnati in May. Koerner and like-minded Republicans in Illinois
wholeheartedly threw their support to the idea. The movement spread throughout the M idwest
and East, encouraging the Democratic Party to join forces with it (Koerner 1909 II:535).
Although Koerner was considered as a possible Presidential candidate at the Cincinnati
convention, he faced long odds due to the fact that two fellow Illinoisans, Senator Lyman
Trumbull and Supreme Court Justice David Davis, also had thrown their hats into the ring.
Koerner shifted his support to Trumbull, but the nomination ultimately went to Horace Greeley,
the noted publisher of the New York Tribune (Howard 1972:342-343). Even so, Koerner did
have considerable influence within the new party, and he was chosen to be its gubernatorial
candidate in Illinois. Party leaders hoped his nomination would attract German voters and
counter that group’s general dislike of Greeley (Bogart and Thompson 1920:77). Koerner lost
the election, but he had the satisfaction of carrying his home county of St. Clair and receiving
12,000 more votes statewide than his party’s presidential candidate did (Koerner 1909 II:576).
The Liberal Rep ublican movement collapsed after the election of 1872, leading some of its
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members—Carl Schurz among them—to rejoin the ranks of the GOP. Koerner, however,
refused to do so. His party loyalty had always been based on strict principles, and once those
principles were betrayed—first by the Democrats over slavery, and then by the Republicans over
corruption—he cut himself free of those parties and chose an independent path. In 1876,
Koerner supported Democratic Presidential candidate Samuel Tilden and camp aigned on his
behalf, speaking to German audiences in Indiana, Wisconsin, and northern Illinois. Tilden won
the popular vote but lost the election in the Electoral College to Republican Rutherford B. Hayes.
In 1877, Koerner began work on his second book, The German Element in the United States,
1818 to 1848, which was printed in 1880. He wrote his two volume Memoirs during his final
years.
In the midst of his involvement in state and national politics, Koerner also had found time to
serve his hometown of Belleville. In 1841, Koerner joined the Belleville Fire Company, a
private organization whose members included some of the city’s most prominent citizens.
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Aft er finishing his term as Senator in 1875, Schurz went on to serve as Secret ary of the Interior during the Hayes
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the controversial James G. Blaine as their candid ate fo r president. Schuruz and other disaffected Republicans—
known as “Mugwumps”—joined forces with the Democrats to secu re the victo ry of Grov er Clev eland during the
election (Bridgwater 1960: II:899, 1207).
37

Koerner purchased the fire company’s first engine with his own funds. Acquired in Baltimore at
the cost of about $150, the engine was shipped by water via New Orleans and St. Louis. The
engine was called the “Depford,” and Koerner served as one of the original engine men. The
Depford later passed into the possession of the South Belleville Fire Department (Brink,
M cDonough, and Company 1881:189). Koerner served as a member of the Belleville School
Association in 1850-1851 (Belleville Weekly Advocate 15 August 1850, 14 August 1851) and as
director of the Belleville Teachers Institute in 1860 (Belleville Weekly Advocate 13 April 1860).
He was particularly proud of his association with the German Library Society. Founded in 1836,
Koerner wrote the constitution and by -laws for the society, and later wrote the charter that was
submitted to the State of Illinois. Dr. Anton Schott kept the library at his residence in Shiloh
Valley from 1836 until 1852-1853, when it was moved to Belleville and consolidated with the
collection of the Belleville Saengerbund. This German library became the nucleus of the present
public library in Belleville, which was created in 1883. Except when he was absent in Europe,
Koerner remained an active member of the German library and served as a director of the
institution in 1883, 1887, 1892-1895. In his memoirs, he remarked, “I take as much pride in the
exertions I made during all this time in securing success for our library as in anything in my long
life” (Koerner 1909 I:413).
Gustave Koener died at his home in Belleville on April 9, 1896. He had continued his legal
practice up until the time of his death and reportedly was one of the oldest active lawyers in the
state. Dunne (1933:V:19) notes that Koerner’s “legal lore is said to have covered every
department in the science of jurisprudence, and he won distinction at the bar among men of
national reputation, including Lincoln, Douglas, Breese and Palmer.” His legacy was recognized
well before his death by the 1881 History of St. Clair County, Illinois, which stated that, “Few
men, now living, have been more prominent in the state, and few have exerted more influence, or
have been thoroughly representative of their class or people than M r. Koerner (Brink,
M cDonough, and Company 1881:204).
History of the Koerner House
Prior to the construction of their residence at 201 M ascoutah Avenue/200 Abend Street in 18481849, the Koerners had resided in several other homes in Belleville. Immediately after their
marriage, the couple had rented a modest one-room cottage on Illinois Street (Koerner 1909
I:405). Around 1841-1842, they moved to a larger house situated on the corner of Second North
and Richland Streets. Koerner described it as being a “very neat new house…standing on a
block or half a block of ground, with a fine flower and vegetable garden, a large stable and other
outhouses, and a very spacious, shady yard—a most pleasant place, particularly for the children
(Koerner 1909 I:476).”
The Koerners erected their house on M ascoutah Avenue in 1848-1849. The land on which the
house was erected contained two-acres and had been purchased by the Koerners in 1836, shortly
after the couple were married (St. Clair County Deed Record H:484-485). The lot was located
on a rise overlooking Belleville, and was adjacent to the Shawneetown Road (now Mascoutah
Avenue), which was then a major artery leading into the town from the east and was then
“paved” with planks. At the time of its purchase, the land was located on the edge of Belleville
and was covered with mature timber, including white oak, walnut, hickory, and sycamore.
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Gustave recalled people thinking him “mad” for having paid $50 per acre, but he quickly
recouped the cost of the parcel through the sale of a dozen or so large trees for lumber (Koerner
1909:406). From the outset, the Koerners envisioned building on the lot, but it was not until the
late fall of 1848— after Gustave had completed his term on the Illinois Supreme Court—that they
signed a contract for the construction of the house, which was completed the following fall
(Koerner 1909 I:524). The Koerners had had their original two-acre parcel surveyed and
subdivided into ten lots—known as “Koerner’s Addition to Belleville”—in July 1848. The
subdivision straddled an S-shaped jog in the Shawneetown Road, and seven of the lots (No. 1-7)
lay to the north and east of the road, while the remaining three lots (No. 8-10) were located to
south and west of it (St. Clair County Deed Record T:403). The Koerners reserved the latter lots
for themselves as the site of their new home (see Figure 3-2).
In December 1849, Abend’s Addition to Belleville was platted out immediately west of
Koerner’s Addition. One result of the addition was the creation of new city street running northsouth just west of the Koerner home. It was named “Abend Street” in honor of the addition’s
proprietor, Edward Abend, who was a banker and also a friend of Gustave Koerner (St. Clair
County Deed Record W1:1). All that separated Lot 10 of Koerner’s Addition from Abend Street
was a narrow, wedge-shaped piece of land measuring 31’ on its south side and 141’ on the west
(see Figure 3-3). This tract really was too restricted to allow for independent development but
represented a nice opportunity for Gustave Koerner to expand his own home property. On
January 10, 1850, Koerner purchased the tract in question from Edward Abend for the sum of
$30 (St. Clair County Deed Record W:271).
The 1850 census of Belleville reports Gustave Koerner as a 40-year-old lawyer owning $2,500
worth of real estate. His family at that time consisted as his wife Sophie (age 34) and children
Theodore (age 13), M ary (age 11), Augusta (age 8), Gustavus (age 5), Paulina (age 3), and
33
Fritchen (age 1).
The family also had Katherine Hoffman, an 18-year-old native of
Switzerland, residing with them. Hoffman’s relationship to the Koerners is not clear. She
possibly was a servant, though she is not specifically referred as such by the census (United
States Bureau of the Census [USBC] 1850:425).
Unfortunately, the original house erected by the Koerners on Mascoutah Avenue was largely —if
not completely —destroyed in a fire early in 1854. In his memoirs, Gustave provides a lengthy
description of the conflagration:
On the night of the 21st of January our house took fire. The chimney in the
mansard room must have been defective. It had been on fire during the day, but
had not burned through till evening, when some woodwork near the chimney
must have become ignited. Theodore had gone out into the walk around the
house to close the window-shutters of the rooms below, when he observed a glare
in the east room of the attic. He ran in, and I at once filled a bucket with water in
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T he census enumerator spells the 1-year-old son’s name as “ Fuanich.” This name is odd and doesn’t make sense.
We believe it to be a misspelling of Fritchen, who would have been nearly fi fteen months old at the time the
th
census was tak en (December 2, 1850). In his memoirs, Gustave writ`es, “ On the 11 of Sept ember [1849] our
little Fritchen was born, a beauti ful and lovely child, but alas! not to be our joy for long” (Ko erner 1909 I:560 ).
One presumes from this statement that Fritchen did not live past early childhood.
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the kitchen and hastened up the stairs, Theodore following with another bucket
full. When we came up, the smoke was stifling; but if we had had a few more
buckets, we could have extinguished the fire. By the time Theodore returned with
two more buckets, the smoke was suffocating us, and we had to give up. Round
the room next to the floor ran a row of presses filled with files of old reviews,
congressional documents, remnants of wall paper, and many other inflammatory
things. Our house at that time stood rather isolated. There were but few
neighbors. Some of them tried to climb from the roof of a wing of the house,
which was lower than the main building, onto the roof of the latter. But there had
been rain lately, and, the weather having suddenly turned very cold, the roof, the
walks around the house, and the streets were all a sheet of ice. The floor of the
garret soon burned through, and the fire fell into the bedroom where Sophie and I
and Victor slept. Victor was already sleeping in his cradle, and Sophie, wrapping
him up, (for it was a bitter cold night,) carried him over to M rs. Abend’s house,
which was only about fifty yards from our own place. By this time a number of
persons had arrived from town, and we began saving furniture, carpets, piano,
etc., on the first and second floors. Very little could be saved from the second
floor. When the fire-engine arrived, it was too late to stop the conflagration;
besides, the water almost immediately froze in the pipes. A high northwest wind
prevailed. The east wall was blown down in the night, the west wall followed
next morning. We found hospitable shelter at the Abends’ for some days
(Koerner 1909 I:605-606).
The Belleville Weekly Advocate also carried an account of the fire:
FIRE IN B ELLEVILLE
Our townsman Lt. Gov. KOERNER met with a very heavy loss on the eveningof
st
Saturday last, the 21 inst. Early in the evening fire was discovered in the roof by
the passers by, who gave the alarm fire to the family, who were as much taken by
surprise as any. The Fire company and many citizens assembled; but only to
witness the speedy destruction of one of the best mansions of Belleville. The fire
had caught fire the roof from a chimney which had burned itself out in the
morning, and in a few minutes after the alarm, the whole roof was in flames.
M ost of the furniture in the attic story was burned. In this story Gov. KOERNER
had a large collection of congressional and other political documents, speeches,
reports, &c., which were all lost.
The blow is a severe one upon him, as he had no insurance, and the house was
almost new, and recently built at a heavy cost to its owner, including the earnings
and savings of many years of hard work in the most difficult and arduous of all
professions. It was comfortable and elegant home, the well arranged seat of
learned labor and literary recreation, where, surrounded by his books and happy
family, the student and the man of letters was accustomed to enjoy a most grateful
relief from professional toil. His fellow citizens sincerely sympathise [sic] with
Gov. Koerner and with his excellent family, and feel as if his losses were also
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theirs in some degree. For over twenty years Gov. Koerner has been a citizen of
Belleville, and we speak the universal sentiment of the public in saying that he
has deserved well of his country, both as a German and an American (Belleville
Weekly Advocate 25 January 1854, p. 2, col. 2).
The Koerners had only recently paid off the costs of constructing the house, and its destruction
put them in a difficult financial situation. Even so, Gustave refused to accept the funds that were
raised from a building subscription initiated by his friends. Within days of the fire, the ground
had been “cleared,” and Koerner had signed contracts for rebuilding the dwelling. In the
meantime, the family rented a “new and very good house” from A. Anderson in town (Koerner
1909 I:606-607).
While Koerner’s description of the fire mentions the east and west walls of the house having
been blown down during the fire, and the contemporary newspaper account mentions that the
spectators watched the “speedy destruction” of the dwelling, it is not clear whether the building
was completely destroyed during the fire. Clearly, the fire was begun in the two-story front
portion of the house (in the attic above the family’s sleeping quarters), and the rear service
wing—which he mentions—may have survived the fire. While we may never know precisely to
what extent the post-fire Koerner House resembled the pre-fire dwelling, they may have been
nearly identical, considering the dwelling had been built only five years before and it represented
the result of many years of planning on the Koerners’ part. As will be discussed later, the
architectural evidence, although fairly silent on this issue, may suggest that the rear wing
survived the fire, and that the front portion of the building was rebuilt on the earlier, albeit
partially reconfigured, foundations. As such, it would appear that the footprint of the house has
remained the same as the earlier dwelling.
On January 13, 1855, the Belleville Times reported that the Koerner House had been rebuilt, in
an article entitled, “Evidences of Our City’s Progress: New Buildings and Improvements of
Every class Recently Added to Belleville, with Suggestive Remarks”. This article discussed
recent house construction in Belleville’s Fourth Ward. A total of thirty residences are
mentioned, twenty of which have their owners mentioned by name. Gustave Koerner’s home is
discussed as No. 18:
18. GOV. G. KOERNER has erected a commodious and substantially built
mansion on the same site where his former dwelling stood, which was destroyed
by fire, on the corner of Shawneetown and Abend streets (Belleville W eekly
Advocate 13 January 1855 p. 3, col. 1).
Although little is known about the early, pre-fire house, the Koerners chose to reconstruct their
house in a simplified form of the popular Greek Revival Style which had been adapted to the
brick architecture typical of the Belleville community.
On September 24, 1856, the Belleville Weekly Advocate reported on several robberies that had
taken place over the past fortnight, one of which involved the invasion of the Koerner House.
Gustave Koerner had his watch stolen from his bedroom in the dark of night. The band of
robbers also paid a visit to former Governor John Reynolds’ home during this same period but
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the “Old Ranger” proved a light sleeper and drove off the invaders with the same tenancy he had
exhibited in his younger days as an Indian fighter (Weekly Belleville Advocate 24 September
1856).
The 1860 census of Belleville reports the Koerner household as being comprised of Gustave (age
50), Sophia (age 44), Gustavus (age 15), M ary (age 20), Augusta (age 17), Paulina (age 13), and
Victor (age 7). A 25-year-old servant from Bavaria named Margaret also was living with the
Koerners. At this date, Gustave’s real and personal estate holdings each had an estimated value
of $5,000 (USBC 1860:687). The Koerners sold much of their personal property prior to
departing for Spain in the summer of 1862. Some of these items were replaced by purchases
made by the Koerners during their two-year stay in Europe. In his memoirs, Gustave speaks of
readying certain of the family’s belongings for shipment from Madrid to the New York in 1864.
The belongings shipped included “carpets, pictures and some…furniture” (Koerner 1909 II:419).
M ost of these materials presumably were forwarded along to Belleville and installed in the
Koerner House upon the family’s return.
Late in 1865, following their return from Spain, the Koerners took the daughters of former
Governor Bissel into their home after the girls’ stepmother (Elizabeth K. Bissel) died. The girls,
who were named Josephine (age 22) and Rhoda (age 20), remained with the Koerners through
the end of 1866. The Koerners went on an extended five-week tour of the northern United States
and Canada during the summer of 1867, first traveling north up the M ississippi and then
proceeding eastward along the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River Valley (Koerner 1909I:4612).
The earliest depiction of the Koerner House is a circa 1867-69 lithograph, which looks southeast
towards the residence from the intersection of Abend Stree and Mascoutah Avenue. At this date,
the main block of the house had close eaves and a simple brick cornice with dentils. This type of
cornice is commonly found on contemporary brick houses throughout Belleville. The lithograph
also shows the rear porch in its original configuration, being open and L-shaped in plan. A fence
surrounds the house lot (Schrader 1867-1869). The Koerner House also is depicted on an 1867
bird’s eye view of Belleville. Copies of both illustrations have been attached below (see Figures
3-6 through 3-8). The 1867 bird’s eye view does not show the existingtwo-story bay window on
the east side of the service wing, which suggests that this feature had not been added by this date
(Ruger 1867). The bay window addition is suspected to have been added not long after this date,
however.
In January 1868, the Koerner House nearly played host to Civil War hero General William T.
Sherman. Gustave Koerner met Sherman at a party held at Colonel Don M orrison’s estate
outside Belleville, and he invited the general to a dinner at his home already planned for
members of the Belleville bar the following day. Unfortunately, Sherman was taken ill and
could not attend the dinner (Koerner 1909 II:478). The gathering at the Koerner House on this
occasion probably was fairly large, given the size of Belleville’s legal community.
The 1870 census reports Gustave Koerner as a 60-year-old lawyer owning real estate valued at
$10,000 and personal property worth $15,000. At this date, Gustave and Sophie had only their
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youngest daughter Paula (Paulina) still at home. However, the couple also was caring for Mina
Heimberger, a 14-year-old from Bavaria. In addition, the Koerners had two domestic servants
living with them: Mary Heinmann and Louisa Pustmuller, two 18-year-olds from Illinois and
M issouri respectively (USBC 1870:166).
In February 1875 Paula Koerner married George Washington Detharding of B elleville. The
marriage ceremony was held in the Koerner House, which also had been the scene of elder sister
M ary Koerner’s nuptials with Henry Engelmann in 1861. Tragically, Paula died from an illness
in October of the following year (Koerner 1909 II:592, 613). Although all of the Koerners’
biological children had now left home, the coup le had taken on the task of raising Josephine
Voelker, who was the grandniece of Gustave’s brother-in-law and good friend John Scheel. The
Koerners took in Josephine when she 4 or 5 years old (1872-1873) and ultimately adopted her.
The 1880 census reports the Koerner household as consisting of Gustave, Sophie, and 12-yearold Josephine Voelker. Two domestic servants also were living in the home at this date: Mary
Neubauer, a 17-year-old from the German state of Darmstadt; and Emma Seufert, 22-year-old
Illinoisan of German parentage (USBC 1880:26B).
In his memoirs, Gustave Koerner indicates that he and Sophie traveled fairly regularly during the
1870s and 1880s. Some of these were extended trips, including one to the northwest upon the
completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad. Others were closer to home, such as those the
couple took to La Salle, Illinois to visit their daughter Mary Engelmann and her husband Henry.
Henry Engelmann had taken a position as a metallurgist at the zinc works operated by Edward
Hegeler and Frederick W. M atthiessen at La Salle. Hegeler and M atthiessen both were German
immigrants like Gustave and Sophie. In time, the Koerners came to regard La Salle “as a second
home.” Gustave recalled that the “the hospitality we received there was unbounded, and the
Hegelers from time to time returned our visits.” Another guest at the Koerner House during this
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period was noted German poet and author Friedrich Martin von Bodenstedt, who stayed with
the Koerners for several days in April 1880 during his extended visit to the United States
(Koerner 1909 II:576, 635-6, 645).
Gustave and Sophie Koerner celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary on June 17, 1886. On
the evening before the anniversary, the citizens of Belleville had surprised the couple with a
reception at a large hall in the city park, which Gustave described as “tasteful and really
splendid.” The next morning, the Koerners were awoken with a song (originally composed for
the golden anniversary of Sophie’s parents) delivered by their thirteen grandchildren from the
porch below the couple’s bedroom.36 This was a touching prelude to what proved to be a very
eventful day for the couple. Over the course of the day hundreds of people gathered around
34

T he 1850 and 1860 censuses list this daughter by her formal name o f “Paulina.” T he 1870 census, however, refers
to her by the shortened form of “ Paula,” a name also favored by her father in his memoirs.
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In his m emoirs, Koern er calls the poet “ Mirza Shaffy Bodenstedt.” T his was don e in reference to th e author’s
1851 Die Lieider d es Mirza Schaffy, a book o f poetry in oriental guise that p roved to be Bodenstedt’s most
success ful work. T he volume has gone through 160 editions in Germany to date and has been translat ed into
multiple languages. Bodenstedt died in 1892 (www.wikipedia.com).
36

Based on the description of this event in Koerner’s memoirs, we suspect the grandchildren to have gathered on the
first floor o fthe side porch and that Gustave and Sophie were using Room 203 as their bedroom at this date. This
issue is discussed further on Page 188.
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Gustave and Sophie Koerner’s home, as well as that of their son Gustave (located next door at
212 South Abend Street) to pay their respects and participate in the entertainment offered.
Describing this occasion in his memoirs, Gustave recalled:
As the papers stated, some six hundred persons gathered on the lawn of the two
houses, which were profusely illuminated. A band of music played, the local
singing societies rendered some of their songs, and until a very late hour, or rather
early hour in the morning, the company seemed to enjoy themselves. During the
day telegrams from many places in this country and some in Europe poured in,
while numerous letters of congratulations were received on that day and for many
subsequent days (Koerner 1909 II:746-747).
The earliest Sanborn fire insurance map to illustrate the Koerner House was published in 1889.
This source is of note because it shows the bay window addition on the east side of the Koerner
House. The map also depicts a small, one-story, frame outbuilding—possibly a summer kitchen
or carriage house—lying to the southeast of the house (Sanborn-Perris 1889; see Figure 3-10). A
circa 1890 photograph shows the house largely as it appears today, with reconfigured cornice
and side bay window present (see Figure 3-12). It is suspected these exterior modifications may
have been undertaken circa 1872 (post publication of the lithograph and bird’s eye view
previously discussed), around the time Gustave retired from active politics and the Koerners took
Josphine Voelker into their home. This issue is discussed is more depth below in Chapter 5. The
Koerner House is depicted on five subsequent fire insurance maps, the last of which post-dates
1917 (see Figures 3-11, 3-13, 3-14, 3-16, and 3-17). None of these maps depicts any alterations
to the configuration of the house, though there are some changes in respect to outbuildings
(Sanborn-Perris M ap Company 1894, 1900; Sanborn M ap Company 1907, 1917).
Sophie Koerner died in 1890. Gustave survived her for about six years, dying in April 1896.
Following his death, his heirs rented his former residence to Fred Paro for several years. The
first settlement of Gustave P. Koerner’s estate, which took place in May 1897, makes note of
“house rent” paid by Paro. A rent receipt from Paro, dated February 1899, also is included in the
final settlement of estate (St. Clair County Probate Record, Roll 122, Seq. 400063; see Appendix
I).
On May 15, 1899, Gustave P. Koerner’s heirs sold his residence and associated lots to William
37
Winkelmann for $5,000. The property in question included Lots 8, 9, and 10 of Koerner’s
Addition, plus part of Survey No. 378 and part of the fractional NW¼ of Section 27 (St. Clair
County Deed Record 270:142). The new owner, William Winkelmann, was a native of Prussia
who had immigrated to the United States at the age of 20 in 1849. Winkelmann spent his first
decade in America employed in a variety of occupations in the City of St. Louis, Jefferson and
Washington Counties in Missouri, and Monroe County, Illinois before taking up the study of
law. In 1862, he moved to Belleville to complete his legal studies under tutelage of Judge W. H.
Underwood and was admitted to the bar by the Illinois Supreme Court the following year.
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T he heirs in question were Augusta Rombauer (St. Louis, Missouri), Mary K. and Marie K. Detharding (La Salle,
Illinois), and Josephine Voelker (Chicago, Illinois). Gustave’s will specifically ex cluded his surviving son
(Gustave A.) from any interest in the real estate due to previous debts the latter owed him.
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Winkelmann proved an able attorney and quickly built up a practice netting $8,000-$10,000 per
year. M uch of his surplus income was invested in real estate. By 1881 he owned 4,600 acres of
land, divided between twenty farms, located in St. Clair, C linton, and Monroe Counties. He also
owned multiple properties in Belleville proper. The annual rental income derived by
Winkelmann from these various holdings was $15,000 in 1881, and this income no doubt
increased in the years that followed (Brink, M cDonough, and Company 1881:216). Needless to
say, William Winkelmann was very wealthy man by the time he purchased the Koerner property
in 1899. Although heavily involved in managing his real estate, he was still practicing law at
this date as a principal partner in the firm of Winkelmann and Baer, whose offices were located
at 18 South Illinois Street in B elleville. Although William Winkelmann would own the Koerner
House for nearly two decades (1899-1918), he is not known to have lived there himself. Instead,
he resided in an adjacent Second-Empire-style residence at 212 South Abend Street during this
period. In a bit of irony, Gustave A. Koerner had been the one who had built and originally
occupied the Winkelmann residence.
A 1905 vanity press publication features a photograph of the William Winklemann Home in a
section entitled “Some Elegant Belleville Residences.” This image is of interest in that it
captures a southwest corner of the yard associated with the Koerner House and illustrates the
character of the fence then surrounding the property. The Koerner House it self is not shown
however (Reid-Fitch Publishing Company 1905) (see Figure 3-15).
Belleville city directories published prior to 1908 provide an alphabetical listing of city residents
but do not include a separate section organized by street address as later directories do. As such,
there is a gap in our knowledge of who occupied the Koerner House during the period 190038
1907. Fred Paro, who had had rented the Koerner House in 1899, had moved several doors
south (218 South Abend Street) by 1901 (M cCoy 1901; Belleville Directory Company 1904;
M cCoy Directory Company 1906). By 1908, the Koerner House was occupied by William N.
and Ella Henshaw. The Henshaws had been residing at 301 M ascoutah Avenue when the
previous city directory (1906-07) had been compiled. William was employed as a blue-collar
worker at the Synder and Baker Stove Works (McCoy Directory Company 1906:170; 1908:160).
City directories show that the Henshaws were still occupying the Koerner House in 1910 but had
relocated to 19 M ascoutah Avenue by 1912. In the latter year, the Koerner House apparently
was being rented to William H. and Ada Snyder. William Snyder was serving as the City
Attorney in 1912 but took a position at William Winkelmann’s law firm shortly afterwards. The
1913 city directory reports the Snyders as still residing at 201 Mascoutah Avenue. Interestingly,
this same source also places William N. and Ella Henshaw at this address once again. The
Henshaws’ stay at 19 M ascoutah Avenue apparently had been very brief. Directory information
on the Koerner House for this period and later years is provided in Table 3-1.
The presence of two households at 201 M ascoutah Avenue in 1913 suggests that the Koerner
House was divided into separate living units over the course of the previous year. It is of interest
that the initial occupants of the divided home—the Henshaws and Snyders—represented such a
contrast in social and economic status. Both couples were still residing at the Koerner House in
1915 (M cCoy Directory Company 1910:158; 1912:152, 288; 1913:146, 388; 1915:462). The
38

T he directories available for this period on file at the Belleville Public Library are 1901-02, 1904-05, and 1906-07.
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1917 city directory indicates that William H. Snyder was still residing at the Koerner House. His
address is listed as “201a M ascoutah” in the directory. A musician named Max Gundlach and
his wife Elsie occupied the second living unit in the home—designated as “200 M ascoutah”—at
this time (Leshnick Directory Company 1917:177, 329).
On M arch 6, 1918, William Winklemann sold the Koerner House and its associated lots to
Wilhelmina Wehmeyer for $4,000 (St. Clair County Deed Record 518:187). Wilhelmina
Wehmeyer (nee Dohlmeyer) was born in the German state of Baden in 1865. She immigrated to
the United States in 1871 when she was 6 years old. Naturalized as a citizen in 1890,
Wilhelmina nonetheless continued to use German as her principal language even after obtaining
citizenship (USBC 1910b:11B). She married Belleville native William Wehmeyer, Jr. in
December 1892 (Belleville Weekly Advocate 9 December 1892). William Wehmeyer’s father
(William Sr.) was a Belleville businessman who operated a bakery and an ice dealership under
the title of “William Wehmeyer and Son.” The elder William Wehmeyer also served several
terms as a city alderman. 39 In the 1890s, William Wehmeyer, Jr. was working as a baker under
his father’s employ. He subsequently shifted into the ice business, where he was engaged at the
time of his death, at age 49, in January 1909. William and Wilhelmina Wehmeyer had three
children, named Waldo, Irwin, and Charlotte (Hardie and Scharle 1896:313; Belleville Daily
Advocate 15 January 1909).
Early in their marriage, William and Wilhelmina Wehmeyer resided at 304 S. Jackson Street, a
short distance away from the home of William’s parents at 224 S. Jackson (Hardie and Scharle
1896:313). By 1910—one year after William’s death—Wilhelmina and her three children were
renting a home at 417 East B. Street in Belleville. The census for this year indicates that she
derived her income as an “ice merchant.” Although she is listed as an employer (versus an
employee) in the census, this source somewhat confusingly reports her occupation as “Stock
Holder” rather than “Owner” (USBC 1910b:11B). It is clear, however, that Wilhelmina
Wehmeyer did own the ice company. A copy of her business letterhead is attached as Figure 318. The June 6, 1917 edition of the Belleville Daily Advocate carried an announcement by
Wehmeyer that she had sold the ice company to Louis Reuther. Wehmeyer thanked her “many
friends in Belleville for their patronage during the time I have had charge of the business” and
asked her customers to transfer their business to Reuther, assuring them that they “will receive
the same careful attention from him that I always insisted on giving in the past” (Belleville Daily
Advocate 6 June 1917, p. 4, col. 6). The proceeds from the sale of the ice business potentially
provided the means by which Wehemyer was able to purchase the Koerner House from William
Winklemann the followingyear.
The 1919 Belleville city directory indicates that Wilhelmina Wehmeyer and her three children
had moved to 201 M ascoutah Avenue by that date. The directory reports Wilhelmina as a
“widow”, with no other occupation noted. Her son Irwin and daughter Charlotte both were
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William Wehmeyer, Sr. was born in Germany in 1829 and immigrated to the United States in 1845. He initially
settled in New Orleans but relocat ed to Belleville in 1850. In 1864 he was drafted into the Union Army.
Wehmeyer served three terms as alderm an in Belleville and also served as assistant sup ervisor for th e city. He
retired from his bakery and ice business in 1905. William Wehmeyer, Sr. died in January 1911 (B elleville Daily
Advocate 5 January 1911).
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employed as clerks, while Waldo Wehmeyer had no occupation reported. Although the Koerner
House was owner-occupied once again, it remained divided into two living units. Wilhelmina
Wehmey er initially rented out the second living unit to Louis and Amelia Osterwisch. The
address provided for the Osterwischs in the 1919 directory is 200 Abend Street; this is the first
year in which this address appears in Belleville city directories. Louis Osterwish was employed
as a driver and had moved into the Koerner House at some point between the compilation of the
1917 and 1919 city directories 40 (Leshnick Directory Company 1919:305, 405, 456, 494).
The 1920 census provides additional details on the residents of the house during this period.
Unlike the city directory of the previous year, the 1920 census reports the Wehmeyers as residing
at 200 Abend Street, as opposed to 201 Mascoutah Avenue. This marks the beginning of a trend
where the Koerner House was more commonly assigned an address tied to Abend Street than
M ascoutah Avenue (though the latter would reappear at times in later city directories).
Wilhelmina Wehmeyer was 54 years of age this year and still had all three of her children living
with her. Her son Waldo (age 26) was employed as a carpet layer, while Irwin (age 24) was
working as a commercial salesman for a leather goods store. The census lists no occupation for
Charlotte Heidelberg, even though the city directory published this year reports her as working
as a clerk. Wilhelmina Wehmeyer continued to rent out part of the Koerner House—assigned as
200a Abend Street—to Louis and Amelia Osterwisch in 1920. The Osterwischs had one child,
an 8-year-old son named Walter. Fred Osterwisch (Louis’ brother) also was living with them in
1920. Louis was employed as a truck driver by W. W. Wilderman, a produce merchant in
Belleville. The Osterwischs resided at 200a Abend Street through at least 1922 (USBC
1920:5A; Leshnick Directory Company 1920:298, 388, 430, 435, 1922:456).
The 1923 city directory reports only Wehmeyer family members residing at the Koerner House.
The street listing section of the directory places Wilhelmina at 200 Abend Street and her son
Irwin at 200a Abend. Irwin had married Henrietta B. Teufel in July 1922, and it would appear
that the couple moved into the Koerner House shortly afterwards (Leschnick Directory Company
1923:453, 522; Belleville Daily Advocate 6 July 1922). The fact that Irwin was given a separate
address listing suggests that he and his new wife were maintaining a household somewhat
independent from Henrietta’s. They potentially occupied the quarters previously rented by the
Osterwischs, though this is by no means certain. The newlyweds’ residency in the Koerner
House possibly led to, or coincided with, a remodeling episode on the interior of the home (an
issue discussed in more depth in Chapter 5 below). Due to gaps in the city directories available,
we do not know exactly how long Irwin and Henrietta Wehmeyer lived in the Koerner House.
However, it is known that the couple left Belleville in early 1928 and moved to Milwaukee,
where Irwin had opened an office for the John R. Evans Leather Company (Belleville Daily
41
Advocate 4 February 1928).
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In 1917, Louis Osterwisch was residing at 512 East D Street in Belleville (Leshnick Directory Company 1917).
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Henrietta B. Wehmeyer (nee T eufel) died in Milwaukee in April 1931 at the age of 36. A total of four letters
written by Henrietta to Irwin in 1917, nearly five years prior to their marriage, have been recovered to date in the
Koerner House during the course o f structu ral investigations rel ated to the HSR. T hree o f th ese were found
beneath a floorboard in the main attic room (Room 301), while the other was discovered abov e a 1920s-era drop
ceiling in Room 202. T he latter letter possibly dropped down from the attic when mechanical systems were
installed in 1984.
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On February 4, 1924, Wilhelmina Wehmeyer partitioned her property at the corner of Mascoutah
Avenue and Abend Street into the Wehmeyer Place Subdivision to Belleville. The subdivision
provided for four lots, with Koerner House being situated upon Lot 1. The plat also outlined a
12’-wide “private drive” between Lot 1 and Lot 2, extending south off M ascoutah Avenue (St.
Clair County Plat Book Y:22; see Figure 3-19). This driveway possibly terminated at a stuccoed
garage, which is referenced in a later insurance policy.42 Lot 1 and most of Lot 4 (lying to the
south of Lot 1) of Wehmeyer Place remain attached to the Koerner House to the p resent day,
whereas Lots 2 and 3 and part of Lot 4 ultimately came to be associated with neighboring
properties.
The plattingof Wehmeyer Place apparently was done in conjuncture with an effort by the City of
Belleville to smooth out the sharp curve in M ascoutah Avenue in front of the Koerner property.
In order to do so, the northeast corner of Lot 2 of Wehmeyer Place had to be encroached upon.
Wilhelmina Wehmeyer and the City Council came to an agreement whereby she would donate
the small, triangular strip of land needed for the street widening to Belleville in return for the
Council approving the Wehmeyer Subdivision, paying for the costs of its surveying and
recording, and also agreeing to replace (at their cost) the public sidewalk in front of her property
in the event the proposed street work impacted the existing pavement. This agreement was
outlined in Ordinance 1485 of the City of Belleville and attached to the recorded plat for
Wehmeyer Place (St. Clair County Plat Book Y:22).
By 1929, Wilhelmina Wehmeyer was back to renting a portion of the Koerner House to nonfamily members. This year her tenant was John S. Dashiell, who is listed at 200 Abend Street in
the city directory. No occupation is reported for Dashiell in the directory. Wehmeyer’s address
is listed as 201 M ascoutah Avenue. Charlotte Heidelberg also was living in the Koerner House
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with her mother at this date, along her husband Edwin, who was employ ed as salesman. In
contrast to the previous situation with Irwin and Henrietta Wehmeyer, the Heidelbergs are not
given a distinct address from Wilhelmina; they too are listed at 201 Mascoutah in the directory
(Polk 1929:191, 379, 436).
The 1930 census indicates that the Koerner House was still divided into two living units, which
the census enumerator designates—slightly incorrectly —as 200 and 200a Mascoutah Avenue.
One of these units (No. 200) was occupied by Wilhelmina Wehmeyer, her daughter Charlotte,
and son-in-law Edwin Heidelberg. Wehmeyer was now age 65. The census reports her home as
being valued at $25,000. This sum is significantly higher than what Wehmeyer paid for the
property in 1918 ($4,000) and suggests that the Koerner House still represented high-quality
housing at this time. Edwin and Charlotte Heidelberg were 34 and 31 years of age, respectively.
Edwin was employed as a traveling salesman for a sporting goods company. The living unit
numbered as 200a was occupied by Charles B. Shoyer, a 24-year-old schoolteacher, and his wife
42

The insurance policy in question was tak en out by Wilhelmina Wehemyer with the St. Paul Fire and Marine
Insurance Company on August 24, 1932. It provided for $500 of coverag e fo r three y ears on a “ private garage
and/or private barn ” described as having a stucco exterior and a composition roof. A copy of the insuran ce policy
was found ben eath a floorboard in Room 301.
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Charlotte Wehmeyer and Edwin A. Heid elberg married in Novemb er 1925. He was a resident o f St. Louis at the
time (Belleville Daily Advocate 14 November 1925).
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Lucille. The Shoyers were paying $32 per month in rent. This supplemental rent money no
doubt proved very helpful to Wilhelmina Wehmeyer as the country was entering the Great
Depression (USBC 1930:13A).
Wehmeyer’s rental income was not always consistent during the Depression years, however.
The 1933 city directory, for instance, reports only Wilhelmina at the Koerner House.
Interestingly, this directory assigns three separate addresses to the house, whereas previous
directories had only two. Two of the addresses—200 Abend Street and 201 Mascoutah
Avenue—are listed as “vacant” by the directory, while the third—200a M ascoutah—was
occupied by Wehmeyer herself. The assigning of a third address is believed to reflect the further
division of the Koerner House to accommodate a second rental unit (three living units total).
Documentary evidence suggests that the change occurred between 1930 and 1933, a dating that
fits well with the installation of a third bathroom in the house (Room 204A; see Chapter 5).
By 1937, Edwin and Charlotte Heidelberg had moved back to the Koerner House, along with
their young daughter M arilyn. The directory published that year reports the Heidelbergs and
Wilhelmina Wehmeyer all residing at 200 Abend Street. As in 1933, the two other living units
in the house (listed once again as 201 and 201a Mascoutah Avenue) both were reported as being
vacant. Edwin Heidelberg was still employed as a salesman at this time (Polk 1937:120, 299,
355). The 1939 city directory provides street listings for 201 and 201a M ascoutah Avenue but
does not have one for 200 Abend Street. Wehmeyer, her daughter, and son-in-law were reported
at 201 M ascoutah, while 201a was beingrented by a civil engineer named Arnold Lewis and his
wife Beverly (Polk 1939:113, 156, 337). It is unclear whether the variability in address listings
provided for Wehmeyer through the 1930s reflects an inconsistency on the part of the directory
compiler or actual moves by Wehmeyer within the house; however, the former scenario makes
more sense, considering that Wehmeyer was the long-time owner, was elderly, and presumably
would have preferred some consistency in her living quarters.
In 1941 all three units in the Koerner House were occupied. This year’s city directory reports
Wilhelmina Wehmeyer and Edwin and Charlotte Heidelberg at 201 Mascoutah Avenue and a
dentist named Franklin Johnson at 201a Mascoutah. Frank W. Robert, a civil engineer, and his
wife Alice occupied the unit listed as 200 Abend Street. By this date, Edwin Heidelberg was comanager of the Nine-O-Five Liquor Store, located at 101 West M ain Street in Belleville (Polk
1941:154, 178, 367, 396, 466; Belleville Daily Advocate 19 November 1940). By 1943, the
Roberts had relocated from 200 Abend and been replaced by new tenants named Leo and Alice
Broadus. Leo Broadus likely was in the military, considering that the directory reports his
occupation as “USA.” The Heidelbergs and Wilhelmina Wehmeyer are listed at 201 Mascoutah
Avenue in the 1943 city directory. No listing is provided for 201a Mascoutah by this source
(Polk 1943:57, 133, 328, 394).
Subsequent city directories suggest a number a changes occurring in respect to the ownership
and occupancy of the Koerner House in the late 1940s. The 1946 city directory reports Edwin
and Charlotte Heidelberg and the elderly Wilhelmina Wehmeyer residing at 200 Abend Street.
Separate listings are provided for 201 and 201a M ascoutah Avenue in the directory, but both
units are noted as vacant. This is the last of the directories consulted to provide a Mascoutah
Avenue address for the Koerner House; later ones consistently list the property only as 200
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Abend Street. This year also marks the beginning of lengthy period where no other residents are
reported at the house outside of Wehmeyer-Heidelberg family members. As such, it appears that
the house converted from multiple- to single-family occupancy during this time. Another change
indicated by the 1946 directory is the designation of Edwin Heidelberg as the owner of the home.
Wilhelmina Wehmeyer was noted as the owner in previous directories (up through 1943) (Polk
1946:151, 356, 380, 499).
Edwin Heidelberg died on June 3, 1948 at the age of 57 (Belleville Daily Advocate 4 June 1948).
City directories suggest that he had continued to manage the Nine-O-Five Liquor Store up until
(or nearly to) his death. Not long afterward, Wilhelmina Wehmeyer also passed away, in
January 1950, at the advanced age of 84 (Belleville Daily Advocate 7 January 1950). This left
only Charlotte Heidelberg and her daughter M arilyn residing at the Koerner House.
The 1950 city directory reports Charlotte Heidelberg simply as a widow, with no other
occupation noted. By 1952, however, Charlotte had opened an art goods store within her home
at 200 Abend Street. Her daughter M arilyn was still a student at this time. M other and daughter
apparently shared at appreciation for an art, for by 1955 M arilyn herself was working as a
freelance artist, while still living with her mother (Polk 1950:157, 1952:44, 150, 1955:55, 215).
This general situation, with Charlotte running the art goods store and M arilyn working as a
freelance artist, appears to have continued up through the early 1960s. A change occurred in
1962-1963, however, when Charlotte opened the Heidelberg Retirement Home within the
Koerner House. The 1963 city directory lists both the art goods store and retirement home at 200
Abend Street, though it is not entirely clear which parts of the house were dedicated to the
respective businesses. Heidelberg apparently closed the store by the following year, however,
choosing to dedicate her time—and space within her residence—to the retirement home. For her
part, M arilyn Heidelberg gave up her career as a freelance artist in 1963-1964 and accepted a
supervisory position at Farmers Insurance Company in St. Louis. Marilyn moved out of the
Koerner House shortly afterwards (1964-1965), relocating to 215 Abend, just two doors south of
her mother (Polk 1962:82, 250, 1963:248, 1964:266, 1965:70, 257).
M arilyn Heidelberg eventually left Farmers Insurance to assist her mother in the operation of the
Heidelberg R etirement Home. The 1978 directory reports Marilyn as being employed as an
“office worker” at the home. The same directory lists Charlotte Heidelberg as still residing at
200 Abend Street (Polk 1978:238). Charlotte, however, died not long after this directory was
compiled, passing away on M arch 3, 1978. Her obituary noted her as the former administrator of
the Heidelberg Retirement Home and as a member of the Belleville Chamber of Commerce, the
St. Clair County Historical Society, and the Belleville Area Humane Society. She was buried in
Walnut Hill C emetery, where other members of her family were interred (Belleville News
Democrat 5 M arch 1978, p. 2-D, col. 2). M arilyn Heidelberg took over as administrator of the
Heidelberg Retirement Home following her mother’s death and kept the facility open for a
number of years afterward. The home was still listed in city directories as late as 1983, but had
apparently closed by the following year. The 1984 city directory reports 200 Abend Street as
being vacant, though interestingly still lists M arilyn Heidelberg as administrator of the
Heidelberg Retirement Home. M arilyn was still residing at 215 Abend Street during this period.
(Polk 1983:238, 285; 1984:60, 285).
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M arilyn Heidelberg sold the Koerner House at some point in 1984, and that same year the
residence was rehabilitated into a four-unit apartment building. Prior to the rehabilitation being
undertaken, the Illinois Historic Preservation A gency (IHPA) was consulted on the project and
the agency took a series of exterior and interior photographs of the house (see Figure 3-20 and
Appendix II, Figures 1-3).
The Koerner House continued to be used as apartments until 2001 when the City of Belleville
purchased the property with the intention of eventually restoring the property (see Figures 3-21
through 3-23). Direction of the restoration effort for the Koerner House was placed in the hands
of the St. Clair County Historical Society, which organized the Gustave Koerner House
Committee for this purpose. The Koerner House was nominated to and listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 2004.
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Table 3-1
City Directory Information
OCCUPANT
1860
1877
1884
1894-5
1896
1901-02
1904-05
1906-07
1908-09
1910
1912
1913
1915*
1917
1919

1920-21

1922

1923-4
1929

1931

1933
1935

Gustav Koerner
Gustav Koerner
Gustav Koerner
Gustav Koerner
Gustav Koerner

William N. and Ella Henshaw
William N. and Ella Henshaw
William H. and Ada J. Snyder
William N. and Ella Henshaw
William H. and Ada J. Snyder
William Henshaw
William H. andAda J. Snyder
Max and Elsie Gundlach
William H. Snyder
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Charlotte Wehm eyer
Irwin Wehmeyer
Waldo Wemeyer
Louis and Amelia Osterwisch
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Charlotte Wehm eyer
Irwin Wehmeyer
Waldo Wemeyer
Louis W. and Am elia Osterwisch
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Irwin Wehmeyer
Louis W. Osterwisch
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Irwin and Henrietta Wehmeyer
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Edwin B. and Charlotte Heidelberg
Edwin B. Dashiell
Vacant
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Edwin and Charlotte Heidelberg
Vacant
Vacant
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer

ADDRESS
Corner and Abend and Shawneetown
nd

Corner of Mascoutah and 2 South
SE corner Abend and Mascoutah
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
(no street listing available, occupant unknown)
(no street listing available, occupant unknown)
(no street listing available, occupant unknown)
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
200 Abend Street
201 Mascoutah Avenue/200 South Abend St.
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
200a Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200a Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
200 Abend Street
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201a Mascoutah Avenue
200 Abend Street

OCCUPATION
Attonery
upstairs)
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney
Attorney

REF.

(office N. side of Main, bet. Public Square and Spring,

p. 45

(office
(office
(office
(office

p. 84
p. 113
p. 197
p. 177

9 E. Main)
over Belleville Savings Bank)
18 E. Main)
18 E. Main)

Works at Sy nder and Baker Stove Works
Steelworker, Baker Stove Works
Lawy er and City Attorney
Laborer
Lawy er with Winklem ann andOgle (22 S. Illinois)
Works at Baker Stove Works
Lawy er, U. S. Internal Revenue Collector
Musician
Lawy er (office 20 S. Illinois)
Widow
Clerk
Clerk
(no occupation listed
Driver, Huber Jobbing Com pany
Widow
Clerk
Clerk
(no occupation listed
Em ployee of W. W. Wildermann (produce merchant)
Widow
Clerk
Chauffer, W. W. Wilderm an
Widow
Traveling Salesm an
Widow
Salesman
(no occupation listed)
-------Widow
Salesman
--------------Widow
Widow

p. 183
p. 160
p. 158
p. 288
p. 146
p. 288
pp. 173, 462
pp. 339, 462
pp. 405, 494
p. 405
p. 405
p. 405
p. 305,456
pp. 388, 430, 472
p. 388
p. 388
p. 388
pp. 298, 430
pp. 435, 502
pp. 435, 502
p. 502
pp. 453, 522
pp. 453, 522
p. 436
pp. 191, 436
p. 379
p. 359
p. 416
pp. 174, 416
p. 319
p. 373
p. 373
pp. 298, 317
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1937

Wilhelm ina Heidelberg
Edwin and Charlotte Heidelberg
Vacant
Vacant

1939

1941

1943
1946

1950
1952
1955
1962
1963
1964

1965
1978

1983
1984

Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Edwin and Charlotte Heidelberg
Arnold and Beverly Lewis
Frank W. and Alice Roberts
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Edwin B. and Charlotte Heidelberg
Franklin Johnson
Leo and Margaret Broadus
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Edwin B. and Charlotte Heidelberg
Wilhelm ina Wehm eyer
Edwin B. and Charlotte Heidelberg
Vacant
Vacant
Charlotte Heidelberg
Charlotte Heidelberg
Marily n Heidelberg
Charlotte Heidelberg
Marily n Heidelberg
Charlotte Heidelberg
Marily n Heidelberg
Charlotte Heidelberg
Marily n Heidelberg
Charlotte Heidelberg
Marily n Heidelberg
Heidelberg Retirem ent Hom e
Charlotte Heidelberg
Heidelberg Retirem ent Hom e
Marily n Heidelberg
Heidelberg Retirem ent Hom e
Charlotte Heidelberg
Marily n Heidelberg
Heidelberg Retirem ent Hom e
Vacant

200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
201 Mascoutah
201a Mascoutah
(no listing for 200 Abend)
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201a Mascoutah Avenue
200 Abend Street
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201a Mascoutah Avenue
200 Abend Street
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201 Mascoutah Avenue
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
201 Mascoutah Avenue
201a Mascoutah Avenue
200 Abend Street
(no listing for 201 Mascoutah Avenue)
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street

Widow
Salesman
---------------

p. 299
pp. 120, 299
p. 355
p. 355

Widow
Sales Manager
Civil Engineer
Civil Engineer
Widow
Co-Manager Nine-O-Five Liquor Store
Dentist
USA (military service?)
Widow
Manager Nine-O-Five Liquor Store
Window
Manager Liquor Store
--------------Widow (of Edwin)

p. 337
pp. 113, 337
pp. 156, 337
pp. 284, 396
p. 466
p.p 154, 466
pp. 178, 466
p. 328
p. 394
pp. 133, 394
pp. 356, 380
pp. 151, 380
p. 499
p. 499
p. 157

Art Goods (200 Abend Street)
Student
Art Goods (200 Abend Street)
Freelance Artist (200 Abend Street)
Art Goods (200 Abend Street)
Freelance artist (200 Abend Street)
Art Goods and Heidelberg Retirem ent Hom e (200 Abend Street)
Freelance artist (200 Abend Street)
Art Goods and Heidelberg Retirem ent Hom e (200 Abend Street)
Supervisor, Farmers Insurance Com pany (St. Louis)

pp. 44, 150
p. 150
pp. 55, 215
p. 215
pp. 82, 250
p. 250
p. 248
p. 248
p. 266
p. .266

200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
215 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
215 Abend Street
215 Abend Street
200 Abend Street
200 Abend Street

Heidelberg Retirement Hom e(200 Abend Street)

p. 70

Supervisor, Farmers Insurance Com pany (St. Louis)

p. 252

Head, Heidelberg Retirem ent Hom e (200 Abend Street)
Office worker, Heidelberg Retirem ent Hom e (200 Abend Street)
Marily n Heidelberg adm inistrator

p. 238
p. 238
p. 60
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Figure 3-1. Gustave and S ophia (Englemann) Koerner in 1836, around the time of their marriage (Koerner 1909 I:opp. 404,
opp. 406).
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Figure 3-2. Plat of Koerner’s Addition to Belleville, recorded July 25, 1848 (S t. Clair County Deed Record T1:403).
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Figure 3-3. Plat of Abend’s Third Addition to Belleville, recorded December 1848 (S t.
Clair County Plat Book W:38). Gustave Koerner’s house lot is outlined in red with Abend
S treet immediately to the left. Notice how the platting of this development and the creation
of Abend Street did not impact on the originally platted ground on which the Koerner
House was situated—but actually added a small sliver of ground to the property.
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Figure 3-4. Undated photograph of Gustave Koerner, possibly taken during his term as
Lieutenant Governor in the early 1850s (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library).
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Figure 3-5. Photograph of Gustave Koerner in middle age, at the height of his political
career (Koerner 1909 I:frontispiece). This undated photograph possibly was taken in the
middle-to-late 1860s.
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Figure 3-6. Ca. 1867-1869 lithograph of the Gustave Koerner House, which is the earliest
known image of the dwelling. The lithograph illustrates the residence as it appeared in the
decade or so following its 1854 rebuilding. Note the close eaves and dentils along the
cornice and absence of the Italianate detailing now present on the house. The lithograph
also provides considerable detail regarding the character of the landscape surrounding the
house during this period, as well as the potential structure of the period side porch
(S chrader 1867-1869).
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Figure 3-7. Location of the Gustave Koerner House (circled), as illustrated by an 1867
bird's eye view of Belleville. Note the house’s prominent position at the intersection of
Mascoutah Avenue and Abend S treet. Mascoutah Avenue—formerly referred to as the
Shawneetown Road—represented one of the major routes into Belleville at this time (Ruger
1867).
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Figure 3-8. Detail of the previous figure. This illustration shows the house as it appeared
prior to the addition of the large two-story bay window on the east side of the rear service
wing. The one-story, side-gabled building shown to the right of the house possibly is an
associated outbuilding (Ruger 1867).
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Figure 3-9. Detail of the City of Belleville illustrating the location of G. Koerner’s Addition
to the City of Belleville during the late nineteenth century (Warner and Beers 1874). The
Koerner House location is circled in red. It is interesting to note the narrow, angled tract
of land running along the south side of the Koerner property. This may represent an early
drive on which the outbuilding shown in the bird’s eye view fronts. Also of note is the
brickyard owned by the Ehret family south east of the Koerner House.
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Figure 3-10. An 1889 Sanborn-Perris fire insurance map, showing the Gustave Koerner
House and associated house lot. This is the earliest such map available for the property.
By this date, a two-story pentagonal bay had been added to the east side of the rear service
wing. A small outbuilding is shown to the east of the residence (S anborn-Perris Map
Company 1889).

Figure 3-11. An 1894 Sanborn-Perris fire insurance map showing the Gustave Koerner
House and associated house lot (S anborn-Perris Map Company 1894).

63

Figure 3-12. Photograph of the Gustave Koerner House, taken during the late nineteenth century. This image is undated but
is suspected to have been taken ca. 1890. It shows the east and north elevations largely as they appear today. Note the rebuilt
cornice on front and the bay window on side. The side balcony also had been removed by this date. Two different fences (a
picket and woven wire with steel poles) surround the property. The individual shown in front of the house may be Gustave
Koerner himself (Photograph courtesy of St. Clair County Historical Society).
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Figure 3-13. A 1900 S anborn-Perris fire insurance map showing the Gustave Koerner
House and associated house lot (S anborn-Perris Map Company 1900).

Figure 3-14. A 1907 S anborn-Perris fire insurance map showing the Gustave Koerner
House and associated house lot. A second outbuilding is illustrated on the house lot, facing
Mascoutah Avenue. The outbuilding is labeled “W.C.” (S anborn Map Company 1907).
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Figure 3-15. Photograph of William Winklemann House, located immediately south of the Koerner House (Reid-Fitch
Publishing Company 1905). This residence was constructed by Gustave A. Koerner and sold to Winkelmann in 1893. Note
the character of the fence surrounding the Koerner House yard (woven wire with cast-iron or steel posts) and absence of
outbuildings on rear lot line. The photograph also illustrates a brick sidewalk and stone curbing running along Abend S treet.
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Figure 3-16. A 1917 S anborn-Perris fire insurance map showing the Gustave Koerner
House and associated house lot. The Koerner residence appears unchanged from 1889.
However, a new outbuilding is illustrated on the south lot line (S anborn-Perris Map
Company 1917).

Figure 3-17. S anborn map showing the Koerner House and associated house lot published
post-1917.
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Figure 3-18. Business letterhead of Mrs. Wilhelmina Wehmeyer, the widow who purchased the Koerner House in 1918.
Wehmeyer operated a coal and ice delivery business in Belleville from 1909 and 1917. She resided in the Koerner House from
1918 until her death in 1950. The letterhead shown above is taken from a bill submitted by Wehmeyer to one of her clients in
1917. It was beneath the attic floor in the Koerner House.
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Figure 3-19. Wehmeyer Place Subdivision, recorded January 7, 1924 (S t. Clair County Plat Book Y:22). This subdivision was
undertaken by Wilhelmina Wehmeyer, who had purchased the Koerner property in 1918. The Koerner House is situated
upon Lots 1 and 4 of the subdivision. The private drive shown on the plat is believed to have served the Koerner House
originally. The driveway is no longer present and now lies outside the current property boundaries of the house.
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Figure 3-20. Exterior photographs taken in 1984 of Koerner House, prior to its conversion
into a four-unit apartment building. These photographs show the residence at it appeared
during the years of its use as the Heidelberg Retirement Home (IHPA 1984, National
Register file).
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Figure 3-21. First floor plan of the Gustave Koerner House, showing conditions in 2004 (Fever River Research 2004). This
plan illustrates the manner in which first floor was di vided into two apartments in 1984. Apartment 1 was on the north (left)
end of the house and Apartment 3 on the south (right).
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Figure 3-22. Second floor plan of the Gustave Koerner House, showing conditions in 2004 (Fever River Research 2004). This
plan illustrates the manner in which second floor was divided into two apartments in 1984. Apartment 2 was on the north
(left) end of the house and Apartment 4 on the south (right).
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Figure 3-23. Basement and foundation plan of the Gustave Koerner House, showing conditions in 2004 (Fever Ri ver Research
2004).
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Chapter 4: Existing Conditions Survey
This chapter provides a detailed survey of both the interior and the exterior of the Koerner House
identifying existing conditions and conservation problems. The description is heavily
supplemented with photographic images and includes both a mechanical and structural
engineering assessment of the House. Photographic images illustrating current additions are
attached as Appendix III and should be utilized in conjuncture with the following discussion.
The historic structure survey of the Koerner House necessitated the removal of the walls and
ceilings added in 1984 to better expose the underlying historic fabric. Elevation and floor plans
of the Koerner House, illustrating current conditions are presented as Figures 4-2 through 4-10.
The room and opening (door and window) numbers referenced in the following text are keyed to
these drawings. The numbering system used reflects the floor plan configuration immediately
prior to the 1984 remodeling, rather than after. In the discussion below, the term “main block”
refers to the northern or “front” half of the Koerner House, which is nearly square in plan,
whereas the terms “rear wing,” “kitchen wing,” or “service wing” denotes the narrower southern
or “rear” half of the residence.
Site Description
Legal Location: The property currently associated with the Gustave Koerner House lies
on parts of Lot 1 and 4 of the “Wehmeyer Place” subdivision to Belleville. The prop erty
boundary begins at the southeast corner of Lincoln and Abend Streets and runs 142’
south, then 80’ east, then 141.73’ north, and then 80’ west to theplace of beginning. This
tract covers approximately 45% of the land attached to the Koerner House during the
44
nineteenth century. The street address for the house is 200 Abend Street (see Figure 41).
Spatial Organization and Landscape: The Koerner House lies on a low knoll located a
short distance southeast of, and overlooking, the central business district of Belleville.
The dwelling is situated on the northwest corner of the historic Koerner property and
faces due north towards the intersection of Mascoutah Avenue, Abend Street, and
Lincoln Avenue.
At present, the Koerner House sits relatively centered on its existing lot and has no
outbuildings present. A large portion of the original Koerner landholding has been built
upon with more recent dwellings. Immediately to the east is a circa 1960 single-story
brick house and associated frame garage. This house occupies Lot 2 of the Wehmeyer
Place Subdivision. To the south is a large, two-story brick apartment building that
originally was constructed as a private residence for Gustave A. Koerner (son of Gustave
P.) circa 1875.
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The tract presently associated with the Koerner House has 11,360 square feet, whereas as the historic Koerner
property covered 25,026 square feet (slightly more than one-hal f acre).
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Outbuildings: No outbuildings are presently located on the property. However,
documentary sources do illustrate a number of outbuildings located south and east of the
Koerner House through time. There is a strong possibility that a subsurface
archaeological component for these buildings remains intact. For example, there is a
depression next to the eastern property line, immediately adjacent to the northwest corner
of the garage on the neighboring property. This depression may represent the remains of
a privy pit (or similar subsurface archaeological feature) or simply the remains of a tree
fall or decaying stump.
Wells, Cisterns: An arched opening along the east wall of the rear wing (below Room
105) spans what appears to be a stone-lined well (Feature 21; see Chapter 6). The fact
that the wall straddles this feature suggests that the well pre-dates the construction of the
wing. Its placement, though somewhat unusual, would have allowed water to be drawn
with a hand pump from the building’s interior and also allowed it to be cleaned out or
serviced from the exterior (see Appendix III, Figure 47).
A large, brick-lined cistern (Feature 24) is located alongthe south side of the bay window
addition (Room 104) and is actually straddled by the foundation walls of this addition.
Like the suspected well, this feature is spanned by an arched opening in the foundation
wall—suggesting that the cistern was already in place when the bay wing addition was
constructed. The air compressors for the four apartment units installed in 1984 were
clustered around and over the cistern opening, causing the partial collapse of the brick
dome at the top of the cistern (see Appendix III, Figures 53-54). The compressors
recently have been removed. This cistern has a mouth that was approximately 65-68cm
in diameter and a body that is approximately 2.40m in diameter. The depth of the cistern
is not known. The cistern is partially filled with soil and brick rubble. Future work will
require that this feature be completely filled with compact soil. Other cisterns may also
have been present on the property but have yet to be identified. Further archaeological
investigations may determine the location of these features.
Fences, Walls: Presently, there are no fences or landscaping walls on the property.
Historic images of the home, however, do show fencing along the property in earlier eras.
Archaeological evidence for this earlier generation of fencing may still exist.
Driveways, Sidewalks: Currently, there is a badly deteriorated concrete sidewalk
borderin g the north side of the property. This walk continues eastward, beyond the
present house lot, but portions of it are covered with grass and overburden. A cut
sandstone curb is present along Mascoutah Avenue. This curbing is similar in character
to those called for by an 1857 city ordinance and may date from that period.
The sidewalk bordering the west side of the property, fronting Abend Street, is a
relatively recent brick walk laid in a herringbone pattern. Cast iron street lamps
emulating nineteenth century gas lights are also present. These lamps were installed in
the very recent past. Sandstone curbing is found here as well. Abend Street still retains
its early -twentieth-century brick pavement, in contrast to the much busier Mascoutah
Avenue, which is paved with asphalt. The intersection of the two public sidewalks, at the
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corner M ascoutah and Abend, recently has been repaved in concrete with handicap curb
cut (see Appendix III, Figures 14-17).
Two concrete sidewalks presently extend from the Koerner House to the street. Both
measure about 4’-6” wide. One originates at the front stoop on the north elevation and
curves around to the Abend Street side of the property. The second concrete walk
extends off the side porch and runs straight west to the public sidewalk along Abend
Street. Both concrete walks are in good condition but probably were added within the
last fifty years (see Appendix III, Figure 13).
A large area along the east side of the rear wing is paved with brick. The pavement is
approximately 9’ wide (2.80m), laid in a herringbone pattern with edging, and
constructed with hard, machine-made brick. The pavement appears to have capped the
well discussed as Feature 21 but was finished to the nearby cistern (Feature 24). The
pavement extends around the bay window, forming a walkway to the exterior cellar
entranceway. A walkway extends off the east edge of the pavement and heads in a
southeasterly direction for an undetermined distance (see Appendix III, Figures 44-46).
Remnants of a brick walkway also were uncovered extending south off the existing
concrete porch deck on the west side of the building. This walkway was exposed through
archaeological testing (Tests 4 and 5; see Chapter 6). A stone step abuts the end of the
porch, leading down to the walk. This walkway appears to head south to a depression in
the yard (and a scatter of small artifacts), which potentially represents the remains of a
privy.
Although not confirmed as a walkway, a curvilinear row of daffodils in the west side yard
forms a distinct arc between the front entrance and the rear porch. This line of perennial
flowers may represent ornamental plantings along a former walkway or path. Future
archaeological testing could determine whether an abandoned walkway is present here
(see Appendix III, Figure 17-18).
Vegetation, Plantings: Few historic plantings have been noted on the property. Four
large, mature trees border the rear (south side) of the property. These include two silver
maples, an ailianthus, and a shingle oak. Younger dogwoods, redbuds, a burning bush,
and a sugar maple are located within the front and side yard of the house. During the
spring and/or early summer, a large arch of daffodils sprang up in the west yard. These
daffodils potentially mark the location of a curvilinear walk formerly connecting the front
of the house to the rear work porch.
M anhattan Euonymus grows along several sides of the Koerner house immediately
adjacent to the foundations (see Appendix III, Figure 19). A species of evergreen,
M anhattan Euonymus is a bushy plant often used for hedges and topiary. It was a
45
common ornamental planting during the nineteenth century. The M anhattan Euonymus
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T his plant was identified by Annie Rieken, of the Monroe County Heritage Foundation, who noted its presence at
a number o fhistoric homes she is familiar with in neighboring Monroe County and elsewhere. T he homes where
she has seen it mostly are upper-class residences (or were in the period they were construct ed), giving Rieken the
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at the Koerner House has been severely cut back and currently grows very low to the
ground. It is not known how long this planting has been present at the property, but
indications are that it may have been around for many generations; it is not unreasonable
to speculate that it dates back to the Koerner occupation.
Vertical lines of differentially painted brick have been identified on the east and west
walls of the main block, as well as on the south wall of the kitchen wing. These paint
lines are believed to demarcate past trellis locations (see Appendix III, Figure 73).
Description of Exterior
General Statement: The Gustave Koerner House is a relatively large two-story, sidegabled, double-pile, brick dwelling with a three-bay façade and a side-hall floor plan.
The house faces north and occupies a lot at the southeast corner of Mascoutah Avenue
and Abend Street. A two-story, shed-roofed, brick rear service wing extends off the rear
of the dwelling, giving the residence an L-shaped footprint. A two-story porch extends
along the west side of the wing. There also is a two-story, pentagonal-shaped bay
window (or “tower”) along the east side of the wing. The exterior of the house has
modest Greek-Revival detailing, including lug stone sills and lintels, a cut-stone water
table, recessed front entrance with transom and side-lights, and attic fan-lights. The main
block of the residence has a wide, projecting cornice on its north façade with Italianateinfluenced modillions below. General exterior views of the Koerner House are attached
in AppendixIII (Figures 1 through 97).
Dimensions:
The Koerner House has an irregular footprint measuring 74’-3”
(north/south) by 27’-3” (east/west) at its widest points and covers 1,647.4 square feet (not
including the side porch). The three principal sections of the dwelling have the following
dimensions: the main block is 33’-11” (north/south) by 27’-3” (east/west); the rear
service wing is 40’-4” (north/south) by 14’-6” (east/west); and the pentagonal bay
window addition on its east side measures 13’-9-½ ” (north/south) by 10’-1-½”
(east/west) at its widest extents.
Foundations: The Koerner House rests on roughly coursed stone foundations built with a
combination of local limestone and sandstone held together with a brown, soft mortar.
The foundations beneath the main block are approximately 18” wide and extend
approximately 2’-0” below the finished grade, while those under the rear wing average
12” in width and extend approximately 2’-8” below the finished grade. These
foundations consist of a lower portion laid within a trench, and an upper portion laid
above ground. The difference in foundation depth between the two wings is not
understood, though it is possible that those beneath the rear wing were made deeper on
account of the cellar room on its north end (Room 004). The north foundation wall of the
main block (at Room 002) has a 1’-0” high, dressed-stone water table lying on top of
three to four courses of roughly coursed stone exposed above the finished grade
(approximately 20” in height, overall); this coursed masonry, in turn, rests on rubble
sense that Manhattan Euonymus was a high-style pl anting during the nineteenth century (Annie Rieken, pers.
comm., 3 March 2006).
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masonry extending approximately 18” below finished grade. The bay window addition
also has stone foundations which generally measure 1’-6” wide and extend for an
undetermined depth. The foundations for Room 107B, which were constructed of poured
concrete, are of an unknown width. They extend very minimally below the existing
ground surface (see Chapter 6, Test 2). None of the foundation walls in the different
sections of the house appear to have been constructed with any type of spread footing or
battered wall.
A structural inspection of the Koerner House was conducted by Oates Associates, Inc.
(Collinsville, Illinois) in May 2004. Oates (2004:1) noted that the “building foundation is
experiencing deterioration and distress in isolated areas…” and that “the building’s
foundation is in fair condition with isolated areas in poor condition.” They also pointed
out that “a portion of the foundation is exposed and undermined and should be
repaired….” The undermined foundations referred to are along the east side of Room
003, beneath Window 001. When Room 003 was excavated for use as a boiler room, the
existing chimney was extended down to the new floor level, and the foundations lying to
the south of it were underpinned with new stonework. No underpinning was done to the
section of foundations running north of the chimney, however, and it is this very area that
is being undermined (see Appendix III, Figures 108 and 109)
In addition to the observations recorded in the Oates Associates, Inc. report, the majority
of the Koerner House foundation is experiencing some degree of degradation which is
impacting other structural systems throughout the building as well as the exterior, loadbearing masonry walls. The shallow foundation system has been compromised by
several distinct but inter-twined issues, which are outlined below.
The shallow foundation system is susceptible to heaving caused by freeze-thaw cycles.
In particular, areas of the cellar and crawlspace which were not heated may have reacted
differently over time from those which were maintained with regular sources of heat (e.g.
those cellar walls which enclosed furnaces and boilers, or those crawlspaces below the
kitchen and regularly -occupied family rooms). Some sections of the foundation wall and
adjacent soil were cold and susceptible to frost and minor heaving while other areas were
exposed to escaping heat that warmed the soil around sections of the foundation wall and
prevented frost penetration. Potential examples of this condition are evident in the
perimeter foundation walls at Rooms 001 and 002 versus the foundation walls at Room
003, and also in the perimeter foundation walls at Room 005 versus the foundation walls
at Room 006.
Additionally, construction techniques, poor drainage, and deteriorated mortar within the
foundation walls have contributed to their deterioration. Shallow arches over numerous
openings have failed because they could not carry the bearing load from above and the
lateral load from the adjacent soil. Numerous openings in the walls create weak points in
the shallow wall system. Potential examples of these conditions are evident at the east
foundation wall at Room 003; the foundation walls at Room 004A; and the east
foundation wall at Room 005 (see Appendix III, Figures 52, 57-58)
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Interior excavation of the cellar has altered the bearing capacity of the soil below the
foundation walls. In some instances, a soil shelf remains and the bearing condition has
been modified only marginally. In other cases, the soil below the footing has eroded
completely, and the foundation wall is hanging above the soil. Potential examples of this
condition are evident at the north and east foundation walls at Room 003 (see Appendix
III, Figures 108 and 109).
Also the existing grade around the building has settled towards the building, allowing
water to gather at the foundation wall instead of flowing away from the building. The
water—from downspouts, overland drainage and snow has caused deterioration of the
foundation stone and mortar and has led to settlement and movement in the wall. While
this condition persists around the entire perimeter, the problem is most serious at the
north and east foundation walls of the building. Similarly, along the front wall, there has
been water infiltration along the top of the water table (north side of Room 102). Earlier
attempts at repairing this has been previously undertaken by use of mortar laid up on top
of the water table to create more dramatic angle for water to runoff. This attempt has not
been successful (see Appendix III, Figures 26).
Finally, the soft mortar has deteriorated throughout the foundation wall system and is
loose or missing in its entirety in most places of the foundation, which are visible above
existing grade. In the worst cases, the mortar has leached entirely from the setting bed
resulting in dry -stacked stone and settlement due to the loss of mortar beds. Additionally,
large sections of the foundation stone are covered with moss and lichens where constant
levels of high moisture seem to be present. However, it appears that little of the
foundation damage is the result of invasive vines or vegetation which tend to pry apart
the wythes of masonry. Mortar and masonry problems on the house are elaborated in
more detail in Chapter 9.
Walls: The exterior and main interior walls are built of locally produced soft-mud brick
laid in a common bond pattern, consisting of seven stretcher rows followed by a header
course. The bricks generally measure 2”x8”x4”, though they do show some variability
(as is typical of hand production). The east, west, and north exterior walls of the main
block are three courses thick (12-½”) at the first and second floors. The south wall in the
main block is three courses wide on the first floor but only has two courses (8-½”) on the
second floor. The brick interior walls in the main block also are two-courses thick, as are
the original walls in the rear wing.
Because of the layers of paint at the exterior and the presence of historic plaster finishes
at the interior, it is nearly impossible to determine if the exterior walls consist of two
similar, but slightly different types of brick (which would suggest the extent of
reconstruction following the 1854 fire). Additionally, paint analysis may assist in
determining if the historic painted finish at the exterior preceded the 1854 fire or if the
first exterior paint was applied to conceal a difference in brick following the post 1854
fire reconstruction.
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The west and south walls of Rooms 107B and 207B are of frame construction. At the
present time, the south exterior walls of these rooms are covered with aluminum siding
(8” exposure), which overlays an earlier layer of narrow, beveled weatherboard (2-½”
exposure). Asbestos-basedtransite sidingcovers the west walls of these rooms.
The exterior walls present a number of structural concerns. To begin with, the front
(north) wall of the main block is bowing outward and has caused several stress fractures
to develop (see Appendix III, Figure 40). Although minor stress fractures are present, the
most prominent fracture is located in the section of wall above the front entrance and
window above it (Window 200) and upward behind the frieze. Additional stress fractures
occur from the water table to the sill at Window 106 and continue around Window 204
and upward behind the frieze as well as from the water table to the sill at Window 107.
The bowing may be the result of several unrelated conditions. First, the stone
foundations do not extend very far below grade (being only 2’ tall total) and are
susceptible to frost heave. Also, water infiltration from the top of the water table and
potentially the window sills have caused the floor joists ends to rot—a process
accelerated by termite damage. Additionally, there is some evidence that the inner side
of the stone foundation was exposed to intense heat (see Appendix III, Figures 176 and
177).
The structural integrity of the east wall of the rear wing is very poor on the exterior of
Room 105. The brick beneath the sill of Door 121 has deteriorated and/or been partially
removed. Similarly, the north leg of the brick arch sp anning the suspected well (located
midway between Door 121 and Window 122) is unsupported and much of the adjacent
wall to the north is badly deteriorated. As such, very little is supporting that section of
the north wall from Window 122 to Door 121—as evidenced by the extensive cracks,
settlement, and shifting taking place in this wall. The walls of the east-facing bay
window addition also show significant evidence of settling or deflection, due to the poor
integrity of the foundation walls. M ore generally, the mortar between the brickwork is
loose and deteriorated at many points around the exterior of the house. Immediate
stabilization efforts are warranted.
Structural System, Framing: The exterior walls and interior load bearing walls in the
Koerner House are of brick construction. The interior framing predominately is fulldimensional, vertical-sawn, non-surfaced, non-local white pine lumber. One notable
exception is the roof sheathing, which is var iably sized, circular-sawn, non-edged (and
presumably locally procured) oak. This mix of local and non-local framing stock is
typical of the period in which the Koerner House was constructed. All original framingis
fastened with machine-cut nails. Unless otherwise noted, the framing descriptions that
follow identify vertical-sawn, non-surfaced white pine framing members.
The joists carrying the first and second floors of the main block measure 2”x9-½ to 10”
and are set at approximate 16 ” centers. Diagonal bridging was used between these joists.
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Some of the bridging appears to represent re-used and/or salvaged stock. The ceiling
joists at the second floor are 2” to 2-¼”x8” white pine placed 2’-0” on-center and run
north-south. The roof rafters measure 2”x5-½” to 8” and are set at approximate 2’-0”
47
centers. The variability seen in the rafter size suggests that the attic never was intended
to be finished out, since it would have been impossible to create an even ceiling surface
without considerable furring out of the underside of the rafters. The rafters run northsouth and are simply butted together at the roof peak, rather than being joined at a ridge
board. The roof sheathing consists of oak boards, which were planked with a circular
saw but were not edged (with a saw or otherwise; also known as “flitch” cut planks). The
sheathing varies from 3/4” to 7/8” in thickness and 4” to 13” in width. It was laid with a
narrow gap left between the boards, as was typical of wood shingle roofs. The circa
1867-1869 lithograph suggests that the dwelling did have a wood shingle roof at that
time. By the 1880s, the roof appears to have been covered with standing-seam metal.
The building was re-roofed (sometime within the recent past, and no doubt after the 1984
remodeling), at which time plywood sheathing was laid over the original oak sheathing.
The floor joists at the first floor of the rear wing span east-west and measure 2”x7-½”,
with their ends resting within pockets in the exterior walls. These joists rest on an
approximate 1” thick wooden plate that has been laid into the masonry wall. The floor
joists at the second floor of the rear wing are similarly sized (2-¼”x7-¼” to 7-¾”) and
were placed on approximate 16” centers. These members, too, rest in wall pockets,
except where they cross over an opening. In the rear wing, the presence of the stone
lintels and thinner walls precluded the ability to place the joists in simple wall pockets
over the window openings. As such, a simple wooden header spanned the stone lintel,
and the ends of the joists were mortised into this header board (see Figure 4-11). The
ceiling joists at the second floor of the wing measure 2-¼”x5-¼” to 5-¾” and are set 1’10” and 2’-0” on center. The west end of the ceiling joists rest directly upon the top of
the exterior wall and have a 1”x5” circular-sawn, white pine plank nailed to their top
surface as bridging. The east ends of the second-floor ceiling joists are supported in a
similar manner as those on the lower floor (resting in pockets or on a header where
needed). The roof over the wing is carried by 2”x4-¾ ” to 6” rafters placed 2’-0” to 2’-3’
on-center. The rafters were planked with a vertical saw and edged with a circular saw.
The rafters are supported by vertical studding, ranging in size between 2-¼”x3-½” and
2”x5”, which is set upon a ½”x10-½” oak plank running across the top surface of the
joists. Variably sized 2”-thick stock was used as bridging between the east ends of the
rafters and joists.
The floor joists in the bay window addition are 2”x7-¾ to 7-7/8”, circular-sawn, nonsurfaced white pine set on approximate 12” centers. Those joists supporting the second
floor have their west ends mortised into a doubled 2-¼”x7-½” plate. The ends of this
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Two pairs of bridging in the ceiling of Room 104 (close to Door 120) are built with re-used beadboard. T he
beadboard, which is 1” thick and painted, possibly was salvaged from the 1848 house—although this is not known
with certainty. Interestingly, the surface o f thes e boards is marked with some simple arithmetic (made with a
pencil), which potentially was done by one of the carp enter’s employed during the 1854-1855 rebuilding.
The rafters are extremely variable, measuring 2”x5-½”, 2”x5-¾”, 2”x6”, 2”x7”, and 2”x8”.
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plate rest in wall pockets, while its center span is bolted to the original floor system
beneath Room 204 (see Figure 4-12). The lumber used to frame the roof over the
addition generally is full-dimensional, circular-sawn, white pine. One exception is the
rafters, which have been planked with a vertical saw and edged with a circular saw. The
rafters measure 2”x5-½” – 6” and have 1’-8” and 2’-0” centers.
The south and west walls of Rooms 107B and 207B, on the side porch, are framed with a
combination of nominal-sized 2”x4” and salvaged stock from the original porch structure.
Horizontal, yellow-pine and/or fir sheathing (¾”x9-½ ”) is nailed to the outside face of
these walls.
Porches, Stoops: Throughout its history, the Koerner House has had a recessed front
entranceway, located on the north elevation of the main block, which is accessible by
means of a short flight of stone steps (Room 100) leading to Door 100. The steps
measure 4’-7” wide and consist of two risers and the entry threshold. The lowest step
consists of a tread which measures 11-½” in depth and a riser which measures 6-¾”
(although only 4-½” is exposed above the present-day sidewalk). The intermediate step
consists of a tread which measures 1’-9” in depth and a riser which measures 6-3/4”. The
final step rises 7” and is the stone threshold / water table. The entry steps are flanked on
either side by cheekwalls comprised of a single piece of finished stone, 8” wide and
projecting 2’-0” from the face of the house at the east side of the steps and projecting1’9” at the west side. Both they and sidewalls have been tooled with a bush-hammered
finish (see Appendix III, Figures 22-26). The circa 1867-69 lithograph illustrates what
appears to be these same set of steps. Archaeology indicates that the foundations for the
steps extend a shallow depth (45cm or 19”) beneath the existing ground surface.
Although these foundations abut the original foundation walls (as to opposed to being
integral), they appear to be original to the existing house. The foundations for the front
steps have shifted dramatically—sliding outward and downward from the house
foundations resulting in a gap between the stoop and the north wall of the house. The gap
varies between 2-½” at the east side to 4-½” at the west side; the gap has been filled with
a cement-based mortar or grout.
The recessed entrance stoop (Room 101) measures 5’-9” wide and 3’-3” deep and has
paneled trim applied to its jamb, sidewalls and ceiling. The floor of the stoop is of frame
48
construction and originally was covered with tongue-and-groove flooring which
extends from the interior Entrance Hall (Room 101); this flooring has suffered some
deterioration. A plywood panel that had been installed over the tongue-and-groove
flooring was removed during the field investigation (see Appendix III, Figures 134-142).
A secondary stone stoop is located at the east façade at Door 121. The simple stone
stairs, approximately 4’-2” wide, are located at the reentrant angle formed by the juncture
of the rear service wing and the east-facing bay window. The stairs have sunken and
pulled away from the façade approximately 4 inches. The lower step consists of a 1’-1”
deep tread and a 6-1/2” high riser while the upper step consists of a 1’-2” deep tread and
a 6-½” high riser.
48

Structurally, the floor system in Room 100 represents an extension o f that in the adjoining stair hall (Room 101).
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A large, two-story porch presently runs along the west side of the rear service wing. This
porch occupies the same location of a larger, L-shaped porch (Room 107 and 207)
discussed above but is shorter. The existing porch configuration (Rooms 107A and
207A) appears to date from the early twentieth century, based on the nominal-sized
lumber and wire nails used in the construction of some sections. It is covered by a lowsloped, extended shed roof that is supported by two 7-½” square posts and the west walls
of two rooms (107B and 207B) framed out on its north end. The porch measures 7’¾”x21’-2” and has a concrete deck (approx. 8” thick) on its lower level and a wood deck
above. Access between the two levels is provided by means of an exterior frame stairway
that rises from north to south along the west wall of the wing. Although this stairway
occupies the same location as the one forthe original porch, it has two flights of steps—
separated by a landing and with a return—rather than a straight run as the original did.
On the ground floor (Room 107A), the area beneath the steps has been enclosed with
beadboard siding to form a small storage room (Room 107C). Room 107C can be
accessed through a plank door in its west side. That portion of the rear wing’s west wall
enclosed within Room 107C has never been painted, which suggests that the storage
room has been in place for a considerable period of time; in fact, it may represent a
surviving remnant from the original porch, or was constructed with reused “parts” from
the original porch. There is one exterior doorway (123) and a window (124) that face
onto the lower deck of the porch. Door 123 formerly served as the main entrance to
Apartment 3. On the upper deck (Room 207A), the west and south sides of the porch are
circuited by an open frame balustrade with 2”x4” rails and 1”x4” spindles. The flooring
is ¾”x3-¼”, tongue-and-groove, yellow pine (or fir) and runs east/west, with a slope, so
that it sheds water. The ceiling is enclosed with ¾”x3-¼”, tongue-and-groove, yellow
pine beadboard. An exterior doorway (223) and window (224) are present along the east
side of the porch. Door 224 most recently served as the entrance to Apartment 4 (see
Appendix III, Figures 66-70, 271, 273, 428-431).
Physical evidence consisting of filled in joist pockets and the archaeological
documentation of the original perimeter foundations helps assists in determining the size
of this earlier porch. The archaeological investigations indicate that this porch was
probably constructed as part of the original structure (see Chapter 6, Tests 2-5).
The rear entrance door to the Kitchen Wing on the east side of the building is accessed by
way of two stone steps of irregular size (12” and 14” in size; approximately 4’2” in
length). The bottom step is constructed with two fragments of stone butted together to
form the single step. These steps rest on shallow brick wing walls constructed with a
soft-mud brick.
Balconies: A second-floor, iron balcony once was present along the east side of the
house. The balcony measured approximately 2’-8”x14’ and was supported by three
ornamental iron brackets inserted into the brickwork. The brackets remain intact, but the
deck and balustrade have been removed (see Appendix III, Figure 36). The balcony was
located off a bedroom (Room 202), and accessed by way of a set of French-style doors
(Opening 207). This balcony may have served as a sleeping porch, and perhaps also as a
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platform for speeches. A circa 1890 photograph provides evidence that the balcony had
been removed by the end of the nineteenth century. The John Scheel House, which was
located in Belleville and was constructed in 1854 (the same year the Koerner House was
rebuilt), had a similar balcony. Although the Scheel House has been demolished, the
balcony’s balustrade and brackets have survived to the present. Pictures of the Scheel
balcony components—which were no doubt very similar to those used in the Koerner
House—are presented in Appendix IV. These pictures clearly depict the framing
methods used to construct such a balcony.
Bulkheads: Currently, the basement of the house can be accessed through an exterior
bulkhead located along the east side of the bay window on the east elevation (see
Appendix III, Figure 57).
The bulkhead opening measures 2’-6”x3’-10”, has
combination stone and brick sidewalls, and has a sloped brick backwall. The long,
narrow entranceway appears to have been constructed in at least two episodes of
construction. It has a flight of seven open-riser, wood steps that descend into a 2’-6”
wide corridor leading to the basement. A plywood panel added within recent years
presently covers the opening to the bulkhead. This existing bulkhead is suspected to have
been added circa 1872, in conjuncture with the construction of the bay window addition,
which is located above it.
Chimneys: The main block of the Koerner House has four brick chimneys, which are
incorporated into the gable end walls of the house. At the attic level, the chimneys
measure 1’-10”x2’-11”. The two chimneys on the east originally vented the fireplaces on
the first and second floors of the house. The northern chimney on the west extended only
to the second floor and was equipped with a stove vent opening into Room 200. In
contrast, the southwest stack never functioned for venting any type of stove or furnace. It
extends along the main interior stairway, where there would have been no need for a
stove vent. The sole purpose of this chimney appears to have been to provide aesthetic
49
symmetry on the exterior of the house. The chimneys on the west side of the main
block have been taken down below the roofline and roofed over. The two chimneys on
the east side of the main block are of variable height, and badly deteriorated (loose brick
with badly eroded mortar joints) above the roof line. An interior brick “partition wall”—
creating two flues (for the first and second-floor fireplaces)—is incorporated into the
northern chimney stack (see Appendix III, Figures 81-83).
The rear wing has two chimneys present, which are incorporated into the east wall (see
Appendix III, Figures 90-93). One of these straddles the partition wall separating Rooms
105, 106, 205 and 206, and has stove vents piped to all four rooms. The other chimney
rises along the south side of Room 104 and 204 and has a stove vent in each room. The
latter stack was added circa 1872, when the bay window addition was constructed. It
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Building publications of the p eriod suggested th e need for ventilation o fgarrets and attics in ord er to relieve the
heat from closed attic spaces. Although elaborate ventilation systems were published at the time the Koern er
House was constru cted, simpler ventilation systems included the use o f gable-end windows or the use o f an unneeded chimney flue to provid e a means for hot air to escap e the attic sp ace. However, there is no physical
evidence ofthe southwest chimney in the main block having been used for ventilation purposes.
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replaced an earlier brick chimney that was present along the section of wall removed
when the bay window was added. Evidence of the earlier chimney can be seen in the
attic and floor framing. The southernmost of the two existing chimneys in the rear wing
still extends above the roofline, though has not seen use for some time. When the
southern chimney finally was abandoned, a newspaper from the April 15, 1955 edition of
the St. Louis Globe-Democrat was stuffed into the flue in Room 105.
Openings
Doorways and Doors: The front door to the Koerner House is located in a
recessed entranceway previously referenced above as Room 100. The outer
opening to the entranceway measures 5’-2-½”x8’-11-¼” and is bridged by a stone
lintel and sill, both nicely tooled. Paneled casing trim was used to finish the
jambs and underside of the lintel. Similar paneling is used on the walls and
ceiling within the recessed entranceway. The front door (Door 100) is set within
a frame wall featuring sidelights, corner lights, and a transom (see Figure 4-13;
also Appendix III, Figures 134-142). Although the door frame and surrounding
windows are original, the existingfour-panel door is a modern replacement.
It is interesting to note that the Hahn House in nearby M illstadt (St. Clair County),
whose exterior design and floor plan bears a remarkable resemblance to the
Koerner House, had shutters on its recessed front entrance, as well as a side
doorway (see Appendix V). At the Koerner House, however, there is no evidence
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for the use of shutters on the main entrance opening, or other exterior doorways.
Originally, there were a total of eight exterior doorways that once opened on the
side porch of the house (Doors 103, 116, 123, 127, 214, 216, 223, 224, and 226).
Only two of these openings still serve as exterior entrances. These are Doors 123
and 223, which are located above one another and access Rooms 105 and 205 in
the rear wing. Both have a rough opening of 3’-1”x7’-3” and have frame casing
with a narrow bead running around their outer edge. Non-original flush doors
currently are installed here. The sills and lintels for Doors 123 and 223 are wood,
as are those for the other openings (door and window) on this side of the rear
wing. This stands in contrast to the exterior openings elsewhere around the
house, which consistently have stone lintels and sills—presumably on account
that they were more exposed to the elements than those sheltered by the porch.
Doors 103, 116, 214, and 216 currently access Rooms 107B and 207B
respectively and no longer function as exterior doors. Doors 127 and 226 have
been converted into windows.
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A number of historic homes with recessed front entranceways in Waterloo, Monroe County, are equipped with
both an inner and outer set of doors on these entrances. T he outer doo rs primarily were us ed during th e cold er
months of the year, in order to cut down on drafts as people came and went. When it was warmer, they were
simply kept open and swung back against the sidewalls of the recessed entrance. There is no evidence o f such an
outer set ofdoors at the Koerner House, howev er.
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There are two exterior doorways (121, 207) on the east elevation of the house.
Door 121 accesses Room 105 and faces onto the brick walkway and/or pavement
running along the east side of the rear wing. Door 121 measures 3’-1”x8’-8-½”
(rough opening), has a stone sill and lintel, and has a transom window above the
door. The stone sill had suffered some deterioration along its south end. Door
207 opens off of Room 202 and formally accessed the second-story balcony
previously discussed.
Windows: The original window openings in the house generally measure 3’6”x6’-2” (rough opening), and the majority of them have stone lug sills and lintels
(see Appendix III, Figure 42). Exceptions to this are the windows that originally
faced onto the west porch. Since these windows were sheltered by the porch, they
were provided with wood sills and lintels. Windows 124 and 127 on this side of
the house have a heavy, pedimented molding nailed to top of their lintels (see
Appendix III, Figure 272). The window casings are built with 2” stock and have
a bead running around the edge. The window sashes on the first and second
floors of the original house are double-hung and mostly have six-over-six lights.
The sashes in Windows 106 and 107, however, have six-over-one lights. The
lower sash of these windows originally had six lights as well, but they had their
muntins removed and a single piece of glass installed at some point—likely in the
early twentieth century.
Two distinctive muntin profiles are present on the historic windows on the first
and second floors of the Koerner House. All of the windows (including the
glassed panels around the front door) on the front (or north) elevation have a
simple square-cut profile that contrasts to the molded curvilinear profile
associated with all the other windows (see Figure 4-26). It is not clear as to why
these front windows have a different muntin profile. Whether these are earlier
than, or later than the other windows is not known. Paint analysis may give us
further insights into this issue.
A notable feature of the east elevation of the house is the manner in which the
original windows are set at a consistent height across both sections of the house,
in spite of the difference in floor levels between the main block and rear wing.
This is most evident with the placement of the second story windows along the
east wall of the kitchen wing. These windows were placed much higher off the
floor than their counterp arts in the adjacent main body of the house, and the sole
reason for doing this appears to have been to maintain the exterior appearance of
the east elevation of the house. It would appear that this east elevation
represented a fairly formal approach to the house—one that was visible from
heavily traveled M ascoutah Avenue.
Upon initial inspection, it appeared that Windows 108, 109, and 206, on this
elevation, had been infilled with brick and plastered over on the inside. During
the early years of the twentieth century, these three windows had been covered on
the outside with a stamped sheet metal that emulated a brick pattern. When these
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sheet metal panels were applied to the exterior of the windows, the workmen
attempted to match the brick pattern of the sheet metal to that of the surrounding
brick walls. These sheet metal panels were fastened to the brick walls with wiredrawn nails. Upon closer inspection, it became clear that these window
“openings” had never been open but had always been bricked up —there was no
cold joint on the interior indicating the removal of a window and infilling the
opening with brick (see Appendix III, Figure 170). It appears as if these
“windows” were constructed in this manner and never functioned as true
windows, while nonetheless serving to provide an exterior symmetry to the house.
The lack of a functioning window at these locations suggests a specific use on the
interior, a design element indicative of original use and/or furnishings in the
rooms they are adjacent to (Rooms 102 and 202). It is possible that tall bookcases
and/or similar pieces of furniture (which otherwise would have blocked a
window) were posit ioned against the interior side of these false openings.
Both archival evidence (historic lithograph and photographs) and physical
remains (remnants of shutter hinge fragments, as well as complete shutters)
indicate that shutters were present on the windows during the Koerners’ period of
occupation. All nineteenth-century -era windows, including those on the bay
window addition, exhibit evidence of once having had shutter hinges present,
even though the hinges have been removed from the window casing (and in some
places had their mortises infilled with pieces of wood to conceal their location).
Upon removing the exterior covering of Window 109, one of the false or “blind”
windows, a pair of original shutters was encountered. These fixed louver shutters
were constructed with pegged, through tenons. Although all hardware had been
removed, there are paint lines indicating the presence of latches to secure the
shutter in its open position. The casing showed no evidence of shutter hinges—
unlike those on the real windows around the house—suggesting that the shutters
had always been in the closed position. The shutters exhibit two different hues of
green paint (see AppendixIII, Figures 27-35).
Window 124, on the west side of the rear wing, appears to have had a single large
shutter, rather than a pair of them. This is suggested by the fact that hinge
mortises are present on only the north jamb of the window casing but are absent
on the south (see Appendix III, Figures 64-65). One possible explanation for the
use of single shutter here is that the window is located directly adjacent to the
stairway leading to the upper deck of the porch, and any shutter hinged on the
south could not open fully without hitting the stairs. The bricks in the section of
wall lying between Window 124 and Door 123 show considerable wear, possibly
as the result of people hitting or rubbing against the wall as they made the turn
from the porch stairway into the rear service wing.
The window openings in the two-story bay window addition measure 2’-9” (to 2’10”)x6’-5-¾” and have lug stone sills and lintels, similar to those found on the
original house. The windows here are double-hung sashes with two-over-two
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lights. As noted above, these openings were equipped with louvered shutters
during the nineteenth century (see Appendix III, Figure 55).
Several windows were added to the Koerner House during the early twentieth
century. These include Windows 115 and 215, which shed light into Rooms
107B and 207B. Both have double-hung sashes with one-over-one lights.
Window 215 has frosted glass, illustratingthe private character of the bathroom it
is associated with. The sashes in Window 115 are modern and possibly were
added during the 1984 remodeling, when Room 107B was converted from a bath
into a bedroom. There also is a casement window (Window 101) in the west wall
of the main block that possibly was added during the 1920s or 1930s. Window
101 has paired multi-paned sashes, each with fifteen lights, which open outward.
Aluminum storm windows are present on the window openings on the first and
second floors, with the exception of Window 101.
There are two attic windows (300 and 301) located in the gable-end walls of the
main block. These openings formerly held elliptical-shaped fan-light windows,
measuring 1’-8”x5’-0”. Both of the fanlights have been removed, but their
character is well illustrated by the circa 1867-69 lithograph. Holes in the window
casing indicate that the sashes were hinged at the bottom and latched at the top.
The window openings presently are enclosed with plywood panels, into which
louvered vents have been installed.
The basement currently has two window openings, both of which open onto
Room 003. The northern of these (Window 001) has a three-light awning sash,
hinged at the top and opening inward. The southern window (002) also has an
awning sash but has no glazing, since this window formerly served as a coal
chute. Windows 001 and 002 both have concrete window wells on the exterior.
The well for Window 002 has a sloped backwall to facilitate the dumping of coal
into the basement. Windows 001 and 002 are not original to the house; they were
added when Room 003 (the basement room they front) was excavated during the
early twentieth century.
The original cellar room in the house (Room 004) appears to have had a window
opening early on in its history. This opening (006) was centered along the east
wall of the room. It eventually was expanded into a doorway for an exterior
bulkhead. Remnants of the original window casing and a horizontal slat, or bar
grate, associated with the window still remain in place (see Appendix III, Figure
131). The window casing and slatted grate exhibit limited evidence of being
painted, which suggests that the window was abandoned relatively early in the
house’s history.
A glass survey was undertaken to determine how much “early” glass (versus
“modern” replacement glass) still exists in the windows of the house. The survey
looked at distortions in the glass as well as details of the window sash and
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casework. On the first floor 35 out of 84 individual panes of glass surveyed
contained distortion indicating they are pre-modern plate glass and are probably
cylinder glass in origin. The front parlor windows (Room 102) on the north side
of the house have single pane modern replacement lower sash but the upper six
pane sash are early, if not original. The percentage of early glass in a given
window in the house varies from 58% down to 8% on the first floor. The west
window in Room 102 contains early glass in the entire upper sash, compared to
the west window in the back room (Room 106) had only one early pane. Overall
41% of the panes on this floor were early.
As would be expected with less window damage on the second floor, the number
of early glass window panes in the second floor windows increased to about 65%
with two windows—both in the front bedroom (Room 202)—containing all but
one early pane of glass. The two-over-two windows in the Bay Addition (Room
204) which dates from the post Civil War era varied in completeness. The
“north” and “south” windows had three out of four early panes intact but the
middle, east-facingwindow, had only one pane (upper left) still in place.
Roof
Shape, Covering, Material: The main block of the house has a gable roof with an
approximate 6-in-12 pitch. In contrast, the rear service wing of the house has a
shed roof with a 3-in-12 pitch. Both of these roofs have been covered with
circular-sawn, flitch-cut plank sheathing, which has subsequently been covered
with plywood and asphalt shingles. The plywood and asphalt shingles were
applied after the 1984 remodeling, and appear to be less than ten years old. None
of the original, presumably wooden, shingles have survived in situ. However, a
displaced rived, white pine shingle was recovered from the attic. The roof of the
rear porch has a similarly constructed roof with a slope that extends directly off
the roof of the rear service wing. The bay window addition has a low-pitched,
half-hip roof covered with rolled roofing (see AppendixIII, Figures 78, 90-95).
The existing asphalt roofing over the house has experienced some weathering and
deterioration but mostly is good condition. The only area where recent leaking
has been identified is the roof over the bay window addition. The source of the
leak appears to be located on the south slope of the roof. The attic investigation
also found evidence of previous leaking around the chimney stack that passes
through the roof of the addition.
Cornice, Eaves, Gutters: Currently, the front of the Koerner House has a
composite cornice that was constructed in two episodes. The front of the house
originally had close eaves and a simple brick cornice with dentils along the front
of the dwelling. The circa 1867-69 lithograph of the Koerner House depicts this
original cornice detail—which is similar to other examples in the area. The rear
elevation of the main block also had close eaves with a simple wood fascia,
complete with heavy bead. The rear fascia board is heavily weathered. The rear
service winghas close eaves with a wide fascia board.
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Circa 1872, the front eaves were extended to create boxed-in frame gutters, and
Italianate-influenced brackets were added beneath the eave. Additionally, the
Italianate-influenced cornice was constructed a short distance around each corner
giving the gable end walls “return cornices.” Similar “return cornices” were
constructed around both the southeast and southwest corners of the main block of
the house. The boxed-in gutter integrated into the front cornice is no longer in
service and has been covered over with rolled asphalt roofing. The gutter drains
towards the east where an iron downspout (with soldered joints) is present. A
worked stone lies at the base of the downspout, directing water away from the
building. The rear (or south) returns are in much worse physical condition than
those in front (see Appendix III, Figures 73-77, 79-80, 85-89).

Description of Interior
First Floor: The main block of the house has a side-hall floor plan. On the first floor, a
hallway extends the full depth of the west side of the house, and is flanked by two principal
rooms on the east. The ceiling height in these rooms is 10’-4-½”. The rear service wing
can be accessed by means of interior doorways from the main house (Doors 103 and 113),
as well as from exterior doorways (Doors 121 and 123) on the east and west. On the
interior, the rear service wing is divided into three primary rooms on each floor. The
ceilingheight in the service wing is 8’-10”.
Room 101: The entrance hall is a spacious room, measuring 7’-0” wide and
extending the full length of the main block (running north to south). The dominant
feature of the room is an open stairway along its west wall, which continues up to the
attic level. The north wall of the hallway contains the main formal entranceway
(Door 100). Although the panels, sidelights, corner lights, and transom surrounding
the entrance are original, the existing door here is a more recent flush, wood
replacement. The door is hinged on the west and opens out onto the stoop (Room
100). Hinge mortises for an earlier (presumably original) door are present on the
opposite, or right, side of the doorway. A remnant piece of hardware, possibly
representing the remains of a door bell, is present onthe west door jamb.
The east wall of the hallway has two doorways (Doors 104 and 105), one of which
accesses Room 102 and the other of which enters Room 103. Both of these doorways
are original to the structure and have paneled jambs. A third original doorway (Door
103) is present in the hallway’s short south wall and leads into Room 107B. Door
103 has solid plank jambs typical of exterior doorways (in contrast to the paneled
jambs found on Doors 104 and 105). The eastern jamb of this doorway has been
chopped severely with a hatchet. The original door associated with Door 103 is
missing, as are those for Doors 104 and 105.
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In addition to the side and transom lights framing the front entrance, the hallway has
one other window, which is located in the west wall (Window 101). This is a
casement window with paired, multi-paned, hinged sashes. It is a later modification
to the building and does not date to the building’s period of significance. It likely
was added after Wilhemina Wehmeyer purchased the property in 1918.
The staircase has a fine balustrade with a tapered octagonal newel post and delicate
turned spindles—features that are typical of the Italianate era (circa 1845-1885). The
area beneath the stair is enclosed with a formal paneled wall and historically served as
a small storage closet, which is discussed separately below as Room 101A. Access to
Room 101A is gained through a narrow doorway (Door 102) located towards the
south end of thepaneled wall. The original door at this location is no longer present.
Paint lines and wall anchors provide evidence for a number of p ast features that have
been removed from the room. These features, which were added at different points in
the twentieth century, include: handrails on the east and west walls, with that on the
west continuing up the stairway; a pay phone on the west wall, a radiator on the east
wall (roughly centered between Doors 103 and 104), and a suspected circuit panel on
the south end of the east wall. The latter feature has two paint lines running below it
to the floor that may demarcate electrical conduit or exposed wiring. Three holes
have been drilled through the floor below the panel in order to run older (knob-andtube?) wiring, which is now cut off flush with the floor. An old double switch box
for overhead lighting also is present on the east wall, located to the north side of Door
104. The brickwork in the wall has been notched out to accommodate the switch box.
The switch was supplied with knob-and-tube wiring.
A ½” O.D. pipe is present in the ceiling of the room, running west from Room 102
and terminating in the center of the hallway. This is believed to be an abandoned gas
line associated with a light fixture, whose location corresponds to where the existing
electric light is. An Art Deco light fixture was present here at the beginning of the
HSR investigations. This possibly was installed circa 1930-1940 during the
Wehmeyer era.
The walls in Room 101 are plaster applied directly to brick, while the ceilings are
plaster and lath. Portions of the ceilings are badly deteriorated, particularly that under
the overhead stair return, where most of the plaster has already fallen off. The wall
plaster is in relatively good condition overall, aside from some cracks and where
holes have been made for later features. The flooring is variable width (generally
1”x5”) tongue-and-groove, white pine, which is original to the house. A deteriorated
coat of yellow-colored paint is evident on the flooring.
Except for the front entrance and the paneled stairway, most of the original interior
trim in Room 101 is no longer present. The trim for Doors 103, 104, and 105 has
been removed, as has much of the baseboard. The baseboard trim present along the
west wall, coming down the stairway, remains intact and consists of a two piece
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construction (see Figure 4-25, profile “D”). Images pertaining to Room 101 are
attached to Appendix III as Figures 143-148, 153-159.
Room 101A: This small closet room is located beneath the stairway leading to the
second floor and can be accessed through Door 102, previously mentioned. It
51
measures 2’-9”x9’-0” and has a sloped ceiling that follows the angle of the stairway
to a short knee wall on the east. The tallest section of ceiling stands 7’-8” high. At
present,there are two simple plank shelves affixed to the west wall of the room. The
shelves are pine, measure 13-½” and 17” wide, and are held with machine-cut nails.
There are nail holes in the wall below these, whose placement suggests that additional
shelves may have once been present—or that the two existing ones were elevated at
some point. Wood brackets for a clothes rack are found on the east and west walls,
immediately north of the shelving. The brackets are held with wire nails, indicating
that they were installed post-1900 (post-dating the shelving). There also is evidence
of a box, or similar feature, having hung from the south wall.
The interior of Room 101A is finished, but limitedly so. The north and west walls are
plaster on brick, while that on the east is lath and plaster, and the west wall is wood
plank (being the back side of the paneled staircase wall). The ceiling is enclosed with
wood lath and plaster. These surfaces were painted initially and later wallpapered. A
flat 1”x3” baseboard, painted green, runs along the south and west sides of the closet;
none is present on the north and east. The baseboard was applied with wire nails and
hence is suspected to have been installed after circa 1900. A piece of the M arch 23,
1929 edition of the magazine Liberty was found stuck behind the south baseboard.
An old woven-wire electrical line is stapled to the top of the south baseboard in the
closet and continues on through the west wall of the house. The function of this
electrical line is unknown, though it possibly served as an early telephone line.
Most of the ceiling plaster in the room has fallen off. The plaster on the walls
remains in place and is in fairly good condition on the north and west. On the south
wall, however, the plaster has suffered some deterioration (apparently from moisture)
and is spalling off.
The flooring in the closet is identical to that used in the adjoining hallway (1”x5”
pine), but has been painted a different color (green?). There is a cut-out in the floor,
towards the north end of the closet, which possibly served as a scuttle for access to
the crawl space beneath (Room 001). Four of the floor boards were cut for the
scuttle, and the space later was infilled with three wider planks. Images pertaining to
Room 101A are attached to AppendixIII as Figures 149-152.
Room 102: This room is located on the north end of the main block and represents
one of the two principal rooms on the first floor in this section of the house. It
measures 17’-2-½”x15’-6” and can be entered from the entrance hall (Room 101)
through a doorway (105) in its west wall. Two windows (106 and 107) are located
51

Interior room dimensions will be presented east/west by north/south, unless otherwise noted.
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along the north side of the room. The sections of wall below these windows are
paneled—a feature that distinguishes them from the other window openings in the
house. Paint lines suggest the presence of a shelf or divider between Windows 106
and 107 at one point in time.
A fireplace is centrally located along the east wall of the room and is flanked by two
of the “blind” windows discussed earlier in the text (Windows 108 and 109). The
fireplace mantel is elegant but simple, typical of the Greek-Revival style. This is the
only mantel in the house with side panels, and it compliments the wall panels under
Windows 106 and 107 (see Figure 4-14). There is a painted brick hearth, flush with
floor, in front of the fireplace. This is the only original masonry hearth still present in
the house, the other three having been taken up and floored over. The fireplace
currently is configured as a coal burner, and its firebox is fronted by a cast iron
shroud with Italianate detailing. The interior of the firebox is lined with yellow
refractory brick, which overlays an original generation of soft-mud brick. Pages from
the September 14, 1964 edition of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat were recovered from
the chimney flue.
Much of the south wall in the room is taken up by a large doorway (110) measuring
7’-11-¼” wide and leading into Room 103. This doorway has paneled jambs and
originally held a pair of hinged doors opening to the south. The doors are no longer
present, but evidence of the hinge mortises can be still seen on the jambs. A fragment
of beaded baseboard was used for a nailer behind the east door jamb. It is unclear
whether this piece of beaded baseboard is original to this structure or not, though it is
of interest that a similar piece was found upstairs in Room 202 adjacent to Door 207.
A radiator formerly was located in the southeast corner of Room 102, along the east
52
wall. Its location is marked by a paint line on the wall and by holes cut in the floor
and ceiling for the water pipes servicing it and the radiator in the room above.
A wood knob was discovered behind the furred out wall adjacent to the fireplace in
Room 102. The piece is turned wood and has a dowel in its rear side that would have
been inserted into a hole. A piece of fabric was wrapped around the dowel to secure a
tight fit. This knob potentially served as a stop for Door 105, on the west side of
Room 102. The presence of a hole drilled into the wood nailer at the base of the west
wall, immediately just south of Door 105, supports this possible use—or at least
presents the case for a door stop of some type being present. Another possibility is
that the wood knob found behind the furred-out wall actually was a door knob for an
as of yet unidentified cabinet or closet. The dimensions of the knob provide some
support for the latter scenario.
The walls in Room 102 are plaster on brick, while the ceiling is plaster applied over
wood lath. Wall and ceiling surfaces exhibit evidence of paint layers covered by
wallpaper. The flooring is variable width (generally 1”x5’), tongue-and groove white
pine. The outer edge of the floor has been painted, whereas the center is bare wood.
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Aft er the radiators were installed, it was diffi cult to paint behind them, so the occupants generally painted around
them. T he resulting paint lines delineate the location and approximate size of the radiators formerly present.
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Like in the adjacent hallway, the investigators found an abandoned gas line in the
ceiling, which formerly supplied a gas light fixture hanging in the center of the
chamber. This line continues south into Room 103. There also is evidence of several
generations of electrical wiring in Room 102. Early knob-and-tube wiring was
supplied to a single overhead light fixture, which apparently was operated by a light
switch on the west wall adjacent to Door 105. The switch box was cut into the brick
wall (like that in the adjacent hall). There also is evidence of two former outlets on
the north wall and one outlet on the east. In contrast to the switch box on the west
wall, the three outlets were surface mounted on the wall, and their wiring either was
exposed or run through conduit. The wiring and boxes have been removed, though
paint lines clearly demarcate the locations of the outlet boxes and wiring.
There are a number of structural concerns presented in Room 102. To begin with,
there is a deflection of approximately 1” to 2” in the floor along the north wall,
centered below Window 106. This deflection is due to a combination of factors, but
most particularly to the deterioration of the foundations and deterioration of the
structural connection between the floor joists and north masonry wall. The failure of
the foundations has caused the wood sill upon the joist end rests to sag downward and
also loosened the brickwork directly above it. The joist ends also show some
evidence of rot and/or termite damage. There also is a crack in the brick wall on the
south side of the room, immediately east of Door 110. In addition, a hole has been
knocked through the west end of the south wall to accommodate a HVAC duct
installed during the 1984 remodeling. The ceiling plaster in the room also is
deteriorated. Other issues include the removal of the original door and window trim
and the baseboards (which was done in 1984), and the fact that the original doors
associated with Doors 105 and 110 are no longer present. Images pertaining to Room
102 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 160-180.
Room 103: This room is located directly south of Room 102 and measures 17’-2½”x15’-6”. It can be accessed from Room 102 through the wide doorway (110) in
their common wall and from the hallway (Room 101) via a door (104) located in the
west wall. Two windows (Window 111 and 112)—situated to either side of a central
fireplace—are located along the east side of the room. The fireplace mantel present
here is Greek Revival in character and is very similar to the one present in Room 102,
although havingsubtle molding differences and lacking side panels (see Figure 4-15).
The mantel is covered with multiple layers of paint and shows no evidence of
graining. The firebox opening has been infilled with brick and subsequently was
covered over with plywood. This work presumably was done when a boiler was
installed in the basement of the house during the early twentieth century, after which
time this chimney was dedicated to venting the boiler. During the 1984 remodeling,
the brickwork enclosing the firebox was broken through in several places to run
electrical wiring to the nearby service panels. The fire box configuration likely was
similar to that in Room 102 originally. The original brick hearth associated with the
fireplace has been removed and replaced with tongue and groove flooring matching
the adjacent floor. During the current investigations, a number of items were
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discovered behind the fireplace mantel, including a postcard, a Thanksgiving card,
and a political handbill promoting the nomination of George Seif for Clerk of the
Illinois Supreme Court in the Democratic Primary held on September 9, 1914.
Cast-iron radiators were placed to either side of the fireplace following the
installation of the central hot-water heating system. These have been removed (most
likely in 1984), but holes for the pipes formerly supplying them still remain in the
floor.
A third window (114) is located along the south wall, immediately adjacent to the
southwest corner of the room. This window originally looked out to the side porch.
At some point, the glass in Window 114 was frosted, or painted over. This possibly
was done during the very early twentieth century, when a bathroom (Room 107B)
was framed out within the side porch. Later, the window had its trim removed, and it
was covered over on both sides with 3/8” gypsum wallboard. The window sashes
were left in place, along with a roll-up, fabric shade. The window enclosure is
suspected to have been done during the early 1920s. Window 114 still has some
hardware (including a sash pull and one-half of a sash lock) present and illustrates the
color scheme used in the room duringthe early twentieth century.
A doorway (113) is centrally located along the south wall of Room 103. This
doorway is not original to the house and was created by breaking a hole through the
original brick wall separating Room 103 from the rear wing. Broken brick edges are
present on each side of the rough opening for the doorway. The lintel spanning the
door opening is salvaged lumber (complete with mortise holes). Simple Classically
inspired flat trim applied with wire nails, typical of the early years of the twentieth
century, is present on each side of the opening. Door 113 possibly was created during
William Winklemann’s period of ownership (1899-1918). Prior to that time, there
was no direct interior access between the main block and rear wing on the first floor.
The walls throughout the room are plaster on brick, while the ceiling is plaster and
lath. These surfaces appear to have been painted initially and later were wallpapered.
The trimwork also was painted historically. The flooring consists of variable width
tongue-and-groove white pine, identical to that found in Rooms 101 and 102. The
flooring is painted (yellow) around the edges of the room, indicating that a central
carpet, rug, or other floor covering was once present here.
A hexagonal-shaped metal light fixture “bell”, with relief decoration, is located in the
center of the ceiling. This “bell” has a heavy hook to which a light fixture formerly
was attached. It is possible that the base held a kerosene lamp originally and later
was converted to hold an electric light. There is no obvious evidence of early outlets
or switches in the room; they may have been surface mounted. An abandoned gas
line (½” O.D.) associated an early central lighting fixture is present in the ceiling.
One of the structural concerns in Room 103 relates to the crack in its north wall,
separating it from Room 102. This crack, which originates immediately east of Door
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110, possibly has been caused by an opening made in the foundations beneath the
wall to run heating pipes. The space around these pipes has been infilled with
masonry, but this apparently was not done soon enough (or was insufficient) to
prevent the wall from slumping. The floor system adjacent to the east jamb of Door
110 also has dropped down slightly. In the northwest corner of the room, holes have
been knocked through the north and west walls to run HVAC ductwork. Another
hole, made for this same purpose, is located in the southwest corner of the room,
above Window 114. A chase for wiring also has been broken through the north wall,
above Door 110. Furthermore, there are structural cracks in the wall above and below
Window 114. Another issue in this room involves the large-scale removal of original
trim, including the apron trim from Windows 111 and 112, all the baseboard, and all
the trim from Doors 104 and 110 and Window 114. The original doors associated
with Openings 104 and 110 also are missing. The ceiling plaster also is deteriorated.
Images pertaining to Room 103 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 181-203.
Room 104: This room is located at the north end of the rear wing and measures 23’1-3/8”x12’-4-3/8” at its widest points. It can be accessed from Room 103 via a door
(113) in its north wall, and from Room 105 through a door (120) in the south wall.
Additionally, this room can be entered (from Room 107B) by way of a door (116)
located in its west wall. Door 116 originally served an exterior entrance from the side
porch (Room 107). Besides these doors, three windows are present along the east
wall of the room. The windows are all located within the pentagonal bay window
addition built onto the east side of the house circa 1870. Cold, or butt, joints at the
junction of the bay addition and the original house are apparent, and are further
evidenced by the badly cracked walls at these points. A chimney with a stove flue is
located along the south wall. This chimney is associated with the bay window
addition and replaced an earlier chimneystack present along the origin al east wall of
the room, which was removed when the addition was built. The location of the
earlier chimney can be seen in the attic framing. The presence of a window in the
original east wall, positioned north of the chimney and above the basement window
53
(006) is indicated by this framing. A unique framing practice, in which the ends of
the ceiling joists were mortised-and-tenoned into a header beam above openings, was
used along the removed section of wall (see Figure 4-11).
The walls in Room 104 are plaster on brick, while the ceiling is plaster applied over
wood lath. The wall and ceiling finishes illustrate multiple layers of calcimine paint
(including blue on the ceiling) beneath several layers of wallpaper. The finish
evidence suggests that when the bay was constructed, calcimine paints were still
being applied to the wall surfaces in the room, and wallpapers had not yet been
introduced to the space. The fact that wallpaper is present behind the trim for Door
113 indicates that wallpaper certainly had been in use in Room 104 by the time this
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T he presence o f the window also is suggested by the existence o fthe cellar window below (Op ening 006), and the
practice of stacking windows from floor to floor.
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doorway went into place in the early twentieth century. The first layer of wallpaper
used in the bay addition has a floral design and matches that found on the west end of
Room 104.
Within the northwest corner of this room, there is extensive evidence of black soot
over the calcimine painted surface, with wallpapers applied directly over that. This
may represent evidence of a fire having occurred in the room. In this same vein, the
lintel used to span the opening of Door 116 is considerably charred. It is difficult to
say for certain whether the lintel beam was burned in place, or represents the reuse of
a burned timber. However, the fact that the mortar and brick laid on top of the lintel
appears to be placed over a burned surface suggests that the lintel represent a reused
burned timber.
The jambs of Door 116 have paint lines d emarcatingthe former presence of shelving
having been present in this opening. This was done after the door was enclosed circa
1912—an event discussed in more depth in Chapter 5. M uch of the threshold
associated with Door 116 has been chopped away with an axe. This was done in
1984 in order to create a level floor surface for the apartment conversion.
The flooring in the original section of the room consists of variable width tongue-andgroove, circular-sawn, white pine similar to that located throughout much of the
original house (generally measuring 1”x5” although some is exceptionally wider
approaching 10” in width), whereas the bay window addition has similar, but more
uniformly sized, flooring. The flooring around the edges of the room is painted,
while the center is bare, which suggests that a central rug, carpet, or other floor
covering was once present. The floor later was covered with multiple layers of
linoleum, samples of which were documented during the course of the investigations.
There is a ½” O.D. pipe running above the ceiling that has a threaded fitting in the
center of the room. This piping is believed to associated with an early gas lighting
fixture. The light fixture was centered within the enlarged space created when the
bay window was added, which suggests that the gas lighting was installed in the
house after, or in conjunction with, the construction of the bay. The pipingcontinues
over to the south wall of the room in two separate branches; one goes into Room 105,
while the other runs up to Room 204, on the second floor. The ceiling shows
evidence of having been patched following the installation of the pipe. A completely
separate gas line runs up the northwest corner of the room; this serviced the ceiling
fixtures in Rooms 101, 102, and 103. Evidence of an electric light fixture, supplied
by knob-and-tube wiring, also is present in the center of the room. There also is an
early outlet cut into the baseboard along the north wall.
Although a radiator is presumed to have been present in the room at one time, its
location has not been determined with certainty. It likely was positioned along the
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This wallpaper is reminiscent o f that present in the upstairs hallway (Room 201). Earlier paper(s) is located
beneath it.
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south wall, adjacent to the chimney ; the flooring here has been patched, and there is
also dislodged radiator pipes inthe crawlspace below.
The baseboard trim and most of the window trim in the room are largely intact. Other
trim, however, is missing, including that around Door 116 and the apron trim beneath
the windows. All of the doors also have been removed. The plaster and lath ceiling
is badly deteriorated, with large sections of it previously having been patched with
Portland-rich plaster. The plaster on the ceiling cannot be salvaged and ultimately
needs to be removed.
The wall plaster in the room is cracked in some areas, particularly at the juncture of
the bay window addition with the original wing. Another structural issue relates to
the flooring in the room. Water—primarily from the hot water heater and air handler
for Apartment 3—leaked onto the floors, causing extensive damage and decay in the
southwest corner of the room. The adjacent bathroom also may have contributed to
the problem. In addition, there is a section of flooring on the south side of the room,
close to the chimney , that has been removed and patched with plywood. The flooring
within the bay window addition is in fairly good condition. Images pertaining to
Room 104 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 204-234.
Room 104A: This room was framed out on the west end of Room 104 circa 1912 in
order to enclose the interior basement stairway and accommodate a new storage
closet added immediately south of the stair opening. The partition wall separating it
from Room 104 was removed prior to the current investigations, but a “ghost” of its
still remains in the form of lines on the walls, ceiling, and floor. The original
character of Room 104A is discussed more detail in Chapter 5. Images pertaining to
Room 104A are attached to AppendixIII as Figures 207-217.
Room 105: This room is located in the center of the rear wing and measures
approximately 12’-11”x16’-6-3/8” in size. It most recently functioned as a
kitchen/dining room for Apartment 3. From the interior of the house, access to this
room can be gained from Room 104, via Door 120 in its north wall, and from Room
106, through Door 125 in the south wall. The latter door (125) is not original to the
building, as evidenced by the jagged brick edges on each side of its rough opening.
Door 125 was broken through the brick wall on the south side of Room 105 when
Door 127 (in the adjacent Room 106) was converted to a window early in the
twentieth century. Additionally, there are two exterior doors present on the east and
west sides of Room 105. The door on the west (Door 123) opens onto the side porch
(Room 107A), while that on the east (Door 121) allows access from the bricked patio
area running along this side of the rear wing. Door 123 is an original opening, but the
door currently here is a modern flush replacement whose swing is the reverse of the
original door present here (the original door was hinged to swing into Room 105,
rather than outward onto the porch as the existing door does). Door 121 has an
overhead transom window and represents one of the few period doors still present in
the building. It is a four-paneled sash door, having two lights above and two solid
panels below. Although possibly not original to the house, the door certainly appears
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to date to the middle-nineteenth century, and thus falls within the period of
significance of the Koerner House. Door 121 has butt hinges with steeple finials and
also has a rim lock. Aside from the doors mentioned, the room also has two
windows, located on the east (Window 122) and west (Window 124) walls.
A suspended brick chimney with a 7”-diameter stove flue is located in the southeast
corner of the room. The chimney is shared by both Rooms 105 and 106, being split
by the common partition wall separating these rooms. Newspaper from the April 15,
1955 edition of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat was stuffed into the flue after the
chimney was abandoned.
All four walls in the room have plaster applied directly over brick. These surfaces
exhibit several coats of calcimine paint, applied early in the room’s history, which
were subsequently covered by multiple layers of wallpaper—a finish sequence similar
to that found in Room 104. The ceiling is covered with 3/8” gypsum wallboard,
which replaced an earlier plaster and lath surface.
The flooring is covered with narrow ¾”x3-¼” tongue and groove yellow pine/fir that
is attached to the joists with machine cut nails. This flooring is narrower and of
different species than that used elsewhere in the house, and hence is believed to be
replacement material. The use of machine-cut nails suggests that the flooring was
laid circa 1890-1910—a period of transition from machine-cut to wire nails. It
possibly was installed after William Winklemann purchased the property in 1899.
The flooring shows evidence of having been painted in the past, with paint being
applied around the edges of the room but not the center. This suggests that a central
floor covering was once present.
A number of cutouts in the later floor coverings were discovered in the process of
removing them, and these help illustrate the location of kitchen fixtures and/or
furnishings post-datingthe installation of the tongue-and-groove flooring. One of the
cutouts—believed to be associated with a kitchen counter—was located along the east
wall and measured 1’-10”x5’-6”. It appears to have been contemporary with the first
or second layer of linoleum. A larger sink and counter was installed at this same
location in 1984. Another cutout was located along the south wall of the room. This
measured approximately 2’-0”x2’-2”and possibly marked the location of a stove or
other appliance too heavy to move when the square vinyl tile was installed. A third
cutout found in the southwest corner of the room (being aligned to the west wall) was
associated with a built-in cabinet, whose “ghost” can also be seen on the adjacent
walls and ceiling above. This “step back” cabinet measured about 1’-9”x 5’-1”,
extended floor-to-ceiling, and had two lower cabinets (possibly split by an open space
or bin) above which was a series of shelves (see Figure 4-16). Although the cabinet
appears to be fairly early, it was constructed over a series of wallpapers, and the
baseboard continued behind it, rather than butting into it. M oreover, the structure
clearly post-dates the installation of the present wood flooring circa 1900, as well as
the replacement of the ceiling in the 1920s. Combined, this various evidence
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suggests that the cabinet was not original to the house and likely dates to the early -tomiddle twentieth century. It did not survive the 1984 remodeling.
An abandoned ½”-diameter gas line runs through the ceilingof Room 105, extending
off the line previously discussed in regard to Room 104. Near the center of the
ceiling, the gas line branches off in several directions. One branch terminates at a
fitting to which a central ceiling fixture was attached at one time. Another branch
heads to the west wall of the room and drops down it, ending a fitting 41” above the
floor. The fitting has wings and was attached to the wall with machine-cut nails; a
wall-mounted light fixture or perhaps a gas valve was connected to it originally. The
third branch of the gas line in the ceiling runs to the east wall and turns up into Room
205.
The investigation of the ceiling also found evidence of the earlier electrical system in
the room, including knob-and-tube wiring running to an overhead light. There are
two holes cut in the floor immediately west of Door 120, which may have
accommodated exposed knob-and-tube wiring running to a light switch. Paint lines
on the wall above this indicate the location of a surface-mounted box and conduit (or
exposed wire); these possibly supplied a later switch abandoned in 1984. An older
outlet box has been notched into the floor adjacent to Door 123. There also is
evidence of an exit sign over Door 123, which probably dates from the period that the
house was used as a retirement home (1963-1983).
A radiator formerly was located in the northeast corner of the room, against the north
wall. The pipes for the radiator can still be seen below the floor. Water and drain
pipes for the removed sink come up through the floor on the east side of the room.
The structural integrity of the east wall of this room is very poor. The brick beneath
the sill of Door 121 has deteriorated and/or been partially removed. Similarly, the
north leg of the brick arch over the well (located midway between Door 121 and
Window 122 in the east wall of this room) is unsupported and much of the adjacent
wall to the north is badly deteriorated. As such, very little is supporting that section
of the north wall from Window 122 to Door 121—as evidenced by the extensive
cracks and shifting taking place in this wall. The ends of the floor joists located
below this no longer rest in their pockets (due to the deterioration and shift in the
wall), and are presently supported by a steel I-beam, independent of the wall. Four of
the floor joists have had their ends cut off and new ones scabbed onto the original.
Another concern is the large holes that have been knocked through the upper sections
of the north and south walls (above Doors 120 and 125) to run the HVAC ducts
through. These holes were made in 1984, and the ductwork between them was boxed
in with a wood frame hung from the ceiling. The 1920s-era gypsum wallboard on the
ceiling is deteriorated and has numerous holes in it. The condition of the plaster on
the exterior walls is variable, with the worst deterioration found on the east wall and
northeast corner.
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The flooring in the room is in excellent shape except for a section along the east wall,
adjacent to Door 121, and beneath what was once the sink. These areas had been
removed and replaced sometime within the recent past. This repaired flooring was
removed duringthe present investigations in order to assess the condition of the floor
system. The baseboard in the room is intact, and this is one of the few areas in the
house where it has not been removed. Its upper edge is molded, in contrast to the
simple bevel found on the baseboard in Room 104 (see Figure 4-25, profile “E”).
Similarly, the trim around Doors 121, 123, and 125 is still present, as is most of the
window trim. However, the trim has been removed from Door 120, and the apron
trim below the windows is missing. Images pertaining to Room 105 are attached to
Appendix III as Figures 235-260.
Room 106: This small room is located at the far southern end of the rear service wing
and measures 8’-11-½”x12’-11”. It currently is accessed from Room 105 via a door
(125) in its north wall. A single window (126) and chimney flue are located alongthe
east wall, and one other window (127) is present along the west wall. As noted
earlier, the four panel door (125) is not original to the structure, as attested by the
jagged brick edges found on each side of its rough opening. The simple door trim,
applied with wire-drawn nails, suggests that this door was added during the early
decades of the twentieth century.
Structural evidence indicates that Window 127 originally functioned as a doorway
and that the lower portion of this opening later was bricked up to form the existing
window. The brick used to infill the door opening are toothed in to match the original
brickwork on the exterior of the building. However, the texture of these later brick is
slightly different than the originals, and the patch job is evident. Similarly, on the
inside, the cold butt joint attests to the modification of this opening. Hence, access to
Room 106 originally was gained from the exterior of the house, via the side porch.
The brick used to infill the residual opening below Window 127 was never finished in
any manner on the interior of room, being neither painted nor plastered.
The walls of the room have been furred out and 3/8” gypsum wallboard has been
installed on both the walls and ceiling. This wallboard is of a different composition
than that used elsewhere in the house (such as Rooms 105, 201, and 202), having far
less wood fiber in its matrix, which would suggest that it was installed in a separate
episode and likely at a later date. Likewise, the absence of a finished surface on the
brickwork below Window 127 suggests that the conversion of this opening from a
window to a door occurred roughly at the same time the wallboard was installed.
Doorway 125 would have been created duringthis same construction ep isode.
Beneath the 3/8” gypsum wallboard is a heavily painted, plaster-on-brick wall
surface. Both blue and red calcimine paints are present in thick applications. The
ceiling formerly was covered with plaster and wood lath, but the plaster here has been
dropped and replaced with the 3/8” gypsum wallboard previously noted.
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A paint line on the original plaster surface on the north wall of the room demarcates
the location of a now-removed board located approximately 5’ above the floor. The
plaster beneath the board was never painted, which would indicate that the board was
original to the room and persisted until the wallboard was installed. It is possible that
this board served as some sort of hook rack, or perhaps as a shelf support.
The flooring in Room 106 is ¾”x3-¼” tongue-and-groove, yellow pine or fir. This
flooring is similar in character to that used in Room 105, though it shows much less
age and wear than the latter. The flooring appears to be replacement material, likely
added in the early twentieth century following the opening of Door 125—as
suggested by the fact that the flooringextends past the doorway, into an area that was
originally brick wall. The flooring is in good condition overall.
A steel light switch box is located on the north wall, immediately east of Door 125.
This box, which operated a central light fixture, has flexible armored cable running to
it. It may have been installed in conjuncture with the wall furring episode that
involved the installation of 3/8” gypsum wallboard in the room. There is no evidence
of a wall outlet or earlier knob-and-tube wiring. M odern non-metallic sheathed-cable
also is present in the room.
Although there is no obvious evidence of a radiator having been present in the room
(such as that seen elsewhere on the floor), there is pipe running below the floor into
the room, which may represent a radiator supply line. This pipe is visible from the
crawlspace below Room 105 and passes through the foundation supporting the
common wall between Rooms 105 and 106.
M ost of the original trim in the room has been removed. This includes all of the
baseboard, the trim around Door 125, and the apron trim from both windows. The
condition of the plastered wall surfaces remains to be assessed, since these surfaces
largely are obscured by the gypsum wallboard. Now that it has been documented as
a construction episode, the wallboard can be removed. In doing so, additional
features may be revealed on the original surface, like the suspected hook rack or shelf
noted above.
A hole has been broken through the north wall, above Door 125, to accommodate a
HVAC duct installed in 1984. Images pertaining to Room 106 are attached to
Appendix III as Figures 261-264.
Room 107B: This room is located directly north of the existing side porch (Room
107A) and is believed to have been framed out very early in the twentieth century
within a corner of the original side porch (Room 107). Fragments of that original
porch are incorporated into its south wall, ceiling, and floor. The room measures 8’3”x9’-7-5/8” and presently can be accessed from Room 101 through a doorway (103)
on the north and from Room 104 through a door (116) on the east. Both of these
doorways originally served as exterior entrances leading onto the original side porch.
A window (115) with modern sash is located on the west side of the room. The
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casing for an abandoned doorway is incorporated into the south wall (see Appendix
III, Figures 67-68). The age and function of the latter doorway will be discussed
further in Chapter 5.
The east and north walls in Room 107B are plaster-on-brick and exhibit multiple
episodes of wallpapering and painting. Those on the west and south presently are
open, with studs exposed, but they bear evidence of having been covered initially
with plaster and lath, which later was torn out and replaced by gypsum wallboard.
The ceiling is covered with ¾”x5-¼”, tongue-and-groove planking.
There is past evidence of bathroom fixtures in Room 107B,. A toilet drain is located
in the floor in the southeast corner of the room, and a paint line marking a toilet tank
location is present on the adjacent east wall. Two galvanized iron water lines pass
through the east wall at this point. There is a second floor drain along the east wall
that possibly serviced a tub; it has been capped off. A vent pipe stenciled with
“KARR SUPPLY C[O] / BELLEVILLE, ILL” is present on the east end of the south
wall. A small radiator formerly was located along the north wall, between Door 103
and Window 114. Its location is marked by a paint line on the wall and pipe holes in
the floor.
While Room 107B, in its present configuration, does not date from the Koerners’
period of occupation, it contains building fabric that does, such as the ceiling framing
and the overhead beam and corner post on the west wall. The corner post in question
is badly deteriorated due to water damage.
The area underneath the original floor is not readily accessible. However, the joists
that are visible appear to be 2”x8”, vertical-sawn oak. The flooring is 7/8”x3–¼”,
tongue-and-groove, white pine and is nailed down with machine-cut nails. The
flooring is painted gray. These materials suggest that the floor system in Room 107B
represents a remnant of the original side porch. As such, the ground surface
encapsulated by floor is an archaeological sensitive area and merits investigation
when made more accessible. Images pertaining to Room 107B are attached to
Appendix III as Figures 274-291.
Second Floor: The massing and general layout of the second floor of the Koerner house
mimics that of the lower floor. On the second floor, the front block of the house has a sidehall floor plan similar to the downstairs—albeit with the addition of a small room (Room
200) off the north end of the hallway. Similarly, the rear service wing contains three rooms
identical to those below it.
Room 200: Room 200 is located off the north end of the second floor stair hall and is
accessed through an original doorway (201) on its south side. The room measures 7’4-¾” and has a single window (200) centered along its north wall. A raised chimney
is located in the southwest corner of the room. This chimney abuts the common wall
between Room 200 and the adjoining stair hall (Room 201), but does not extend into
the latter room. No flue hole is readily evident in the face of the chimney; one may
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have been present originally but has been infilled and plastered over. A radiator
formerly was present along the east wall of the room, adjacent to the doorway. The
radiator’s location is recognizable by the presence of pipe holes in the floor and by a
paint line on the east wall.
The east, west, and north walls in Room 200 are plaster on brick, while that on the
south is of frame construction and is covered with lath and plaster. The ceiling also is
covered with plaster applied to wood lath. Tongue-and-groove, white pine flooring is
present. The interior side of Doorway 201 is finished with flat trim, with no applied
moldings, and flat plinths (base blocks). The head and jamb trim are butted together,
rather than mitered. This trimwork is less ornate than that found in Rooms 202 and
203. By contrast, the window trim in the room is the same as that found on the other
windows on the floor. The character of the baseboard is unknown, since this was
completely removed during the 1984 remodeling.
However, the paint line
demarcating the top of the baseboard does remain; this suggests that the baseboard
measured 8” high and thus was slightly shorter than that used in the adjacent hall and
larger bedrooms on the floor. As an ancillary chamber, Room 200 may have had a
simpler style of baseboard.
The electrical service in this room has been limited historically, originally consisting
of a single overhead light centered within the room, supplied by knob-and-tube
wiring, and no wall outlets. The existing wiring in the room was installed duringthe
1984 remodeling and supplies a single light fixture and one outlet.
The historic fabric in Room 200 has been impacted by the removal of the apron trim
from Window 200 and the baseboard circuiting the room. These materials apparently
were removed when the walls were furred out in 1984. Similarly, the original door
associated with Doorway 201, which presumably was four-paneled (like the others in
the house), also has been removed. The last door present here was a modern, flush
wood type. There are several cutouts in the flooring, which were made to run the
electrical wiring in 1984. A hole also was cut through the upper part of the south
wall (above Door 201) to run an HVAC duct through. On the whole, the plastered
walls and ceiling in the room are in relatively good condition, aside from minor
cracks. The furring strips installed in 1984 need to be removed from these surfaces.
Images pertaining to Room 200 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 299-303.
Room 201: Room 201 is the second-story stair hall and is located directly above the
entrance hall (Room 101) on the floor below. The stairway and an associated landing
(Room 201A) are incorporated into the southern end of the stair hall. A flight of
stairs on the left (or east) descends to the lower story, and another flight on the right
(or west) leads up to the attic. The hall proper measures 7’-0”x20’-10-¾” at its
widest points and is illuminated by a single window on the west (Window 202).
There are three doorways (201, 203, and 212) positioned off the hallway, accessing
adjoining Rooms 200, 202, and 203. A built-in frame “corner” cabinet is located
within the northwest corner of Room 201. This cabinet is set at a 45 degree angle to
the room and measures about 4’ wide and 2’ deep. It is constructed of white-pine
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lumber and has paired two-paneled doors, which measure 1’-8” wide, are hand
planed, and have through tenons. The cabinet has a clothes rack with hooks, above
which is a shelf. The interior is painted red. The hardware present appears to be
original and includes simple butt hinges, an interior latch at the base of the west door;
and a mortise lock recessed into the east door; the knob on the lock is missing.
Although the cabinet seems to be fairly old (possibly pre-1860, based on its materials
and method of construction), the fact that it abuts a 1920s-era drop ceiling suggests
that it is not original to this location. The cupboard possibly was located in another
part of the house at an earlier date, and relocated to this setting during the 1920s
remodeling. This feature’s previous location is not known, but, if original to the
house, it potentially was located in the rear wing given that its height corresponds to
the lower ceiling height in the rooms there.
The east and west walls in Room 201 are plaster on brick, while the north wall and
original ceiling are plaster and lath. A single brick incorporated into the east wall of
this room exhibits evidence of having been blackened by smoke and/or fire. At
present, it is not known whether this brick was charred while in situ, or represents a
previously charred brick re-laid into this wall duringthe 1854 rebuilding of the house.
There are several generations of electrical wiring present in the room. The earliest of
these is knob-and-tube wiring and appears to have been run in conjuncture with the
installation of the 1920s-era drop ceiling. It consisted of a single overhead light
fixture operated by a push-button switch located on the east wall. The wiring for this
light fixture and switch (as well that to the attic) was run through a steel conduit
notched into the east wall of Room 201. A fire alarm detector is centered in the
existing drop ceiling. This sensor, which was manufactured by the Notifier
55
Corporation of Lincoln, Nebraska sometime after 1959, likely was installed
following the conversion of the building into the Heidelberg Retirement Home in
1963. A second sensor is present at top of the stairway and was positioned to be on
the opposite side of the steel fire door and wall recently removed (thus serving as a
detector for the stairway). There also is a paint line evident along east wall, between
Doorways 203 and 212, which may demarcate the location of a removed electrical
conduit; the precise function of this conduit is unclear. During the 1984 remodeling,
new NM cable was installed in this room for a light fixture, aligned to the metalframe drop ceiling, and for a light switch and one outlet located on the east wall.
The original door trim in the hall mostly remains intact, with the notable exception of
the trim around Door 212. Similarly, much of the window trim in the room has
survived. However, all of the baseboard was removed when the walls were furred out
in 1984, as was the apron on Window 202. Other damage resulting from the 1984
remodeling includes an HVAC chase cut through the north wall and a cut-out in the
flooring, which presumably was done to run wiring for the light fixture in Room 101
55

T he Notifier Corpo ration was o rganized in 1956 and opened its Lincoln production plant in 1959. T he firm was
found ed by Oliver T. Joy in 1949 in Wav ery, Neb raska and initially was nam ed the Noti fier Manu facturing
Company (http://www.notfier.it/eng/html/soc/lastoria.html).
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below. The plaster on the walls appears stable, but is blemished by multiple holes
and notches caused by later modifications. The 1920s-era drop ceiling remains in
place and needs to be removed.
There is an extremely well preserved suite of wallpaper and border which is
encapsulated by the drop ceiling. This wallpaper and border continues up the attic
stairway. Although these materials do not appear to date tothe period of significance
for the house, they nonetheless represent the most intact example of historic
wallpaper in the house and should be considered for preservation. The wallpaper in
question was in place prior to the construction of the 1920s-era drop ceiling. Images
pertaining to Room 201 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 304-321.
Room 201A: Room 201A is a landingseparating the two flights of stairs between the
first and second floors of the house. Physically, this landing represents an extension
of Room 201 and at the time of the initial research was set four steps (approx. 3’-2”)
lower than the upstairs hall. At its widest points, the landing measures 7’-0”x3’-6½”. There is a doorway (214) on its south side, which originally accessed the upper
deck of the side porch and now leads into Room 207B. Door 214 is set two steps
higher than the landing proper and has identical interior trim to that found on Doors
202 and 212.
The stair landing saw some evolution through time, as has been detailed in Chapter 5.
The encapsulation of the original landing preserved evidence of the early floor
treatment in the hallway. The border of the stairs appears to have been painted green,
and the “ghost” of a carpet runner is present. This carpet runner was approximately
2’ wide.
The principal issue facing Room 201A relates to the plaster on its walls and ceiling.
The east, west, and south walls in the room are plaster and brick, and the plaster here
is badly cracked in some areas. The same holds true for the ceiling, which is plaster
on lath. These surfaces may have been in poor condition prior to 1984, but the
app lication of furring strips and gypsum wallboard during the remodeling that year
could only have exacerbated the problem. Some of the plaster will probably fall free
as soon as the furring strips are removed. Additionally, much of the trim on Door 214
has been damaged during the remodeling episodes. The application of the later
period baseboard—which should be removed—has impacted on the earlier baseboard.
Images pertaining to Room 201A are attached to Appendix III as Figures 322-337.
Room 202: This room is located on the north end of the main block and represents
one of the principal rooms in this section of the house. Room 202 is believed to have
served as a bedroom during the Koerners’ period of occupation and afterwards. This
room measures 17’-2-½”x15’-5” and can be entered through an original doorway
(203) on its west side, which faces onto the stair hall. The four-paneled door present
here is the only original interior example to have survived in the house and illustrates
the character of the other interior doors once present (see Figure 4-17). There is a
wide doorway (208) in the south wall that opens into Room 203. This opening
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originally held a pair of doors, which were hinged and swung into Room 203. The
doors are no longer in place but the hinge locations are evident on the jambs.
Doorway 208 was closed off in the 1920s with early gypsum wallboard—probably at
the same time that the overhead drop ceiling was constructed.
A third doorway (207) on the east side of the room provides access to the balcony
previously discussed. Doorway 207 has a pair of hinged sash doors, which have a
solid lower panel and three lights above. The doors have butt hinges and are joined
by a simple door turn and latch. The southern door also has an ornate head bolt with
relief decoration; a foot bolt originally was present as well, but is now missing. There
are two original window openings (204 and 205) on the north side of the room. The
re is a false window (206) on the north end of the east wall, visible only from the
exterior of the house.
Room 202 has a fireplace centered along its east wall, which is stacked above the one
in Room 102 and shares the same chimney. The fireplace has a classical-inspired
wood mantel that features a simple pediment supported by pilasters (see Figure 4-418). The mantel design is different than those present in Rooms 102 and 103 on the
first floor and in adjoining Room 203 (compare to Figures 4-14, 4-15, and 4-19). The
exposed brickwork around the firebox opening was plastered and painted black. The
fireplace was modified over time. As originally constructed, it had a firebox
measuring 13” to 14” deep. The box later was lined with firebrick (reducing its depth
to 4”-5”) when it was converted to a coal burner. A decorative cast-iron cover,
similar to that found in Room 102, likely was present here at one time but is now
missing. Brackets, for a coal grate protrude from the rear of the reduced firebox.
After the fireplace was abandoned, its opening was enclosed with a piece of salvaged
standing-seam metal roofing and then covered with 3/8” gypsum wallboard. This
enclosure is suspected to have been done in the early 1920s. Finally, in 1984, the
openingwas furred out with narrow beadboard held with wire nails and covered with
another layer of gypsum wallboard.
All four walls in Room 202 are plaster on brick, while the original ceiling is plaster
on lath. The drop ceiling was framed out with 2”x4”, surfaced-two-sides, yellow pine
joists (set 2’ on-center and held with wire nails) and was covered with 3/8” gypsum
56
wallboard with a 1921 patent date. The wall surfaces in Room 202 appear to have
been wallpapered historically. The last wallpaper used on the walls prior to the
installation of the 1920s-era drop ceiling has a red floral pattern, and this was
encapsulated when the drop ceiling was constructed.
The existing flooring in the room is narrow (¼”x1-½”), tongue-and-groove oak and
overlays original 1”x5” pine flooring. The fact that the oak flooring is confined to
Room 202 suggests that it post-dates the enclosure of Door 208, meaning that it was
installed in the 1920s or later—and probably with the same episode of remodeling.
56

The gypsum wallboard was manufactured by the United States Gypsum Company under patents dated 11 June
1912, 6 August 1912, 10 February 1920, 28 June 1921, and 12 July 1921.
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Two pipe holes, indicating the former location of radiator, are present alongthe south
wall in the southeast corner of the room. This radiator was installed during the early
twentieth century and removed in 1984.
One of the larger restoration issues in Room 202 relates to the trimwork. The aprons
for Windows 204 and 205 are missing, and the stools of these openings are damaged.
The baseboard in the room has been entirely removed, and the trim around Door 208
has been taken off. Although the casing for Door 208 does remain, the north jamb
has been chopped up (to fur out the wall) and holes for knob-and-tube wiring have
been drilled through the head piece. The double doors associated with this opening
also are missing. There are several minor problems with the paired balcony doors
(Door 207), including the missing base bolt previously noted and a cracked panel on
the northern door. Fragment of a simple beaded baseboard trim was recovered from
the small niche located between the fireplace and the trim of Door 207. It is not
known whether this trim represents an earlier—potentially pre-fire—molding, or
simply represents the re-use of salvaged material from another structure as a nailer.
The plaster in the room is in fairly good condition on the east, west, and north, but has
severe cracks on the south. Large holes have been knocked through the original
plaster and lath ceiling in the room to run HVAC ductwork and electrical wiring. The
drop ceiling located below this does not date to the period of significance and needs
to be removed. Remaining framing materials from the 1984 remodeling also need to
be removed. Images pertaining to Room 202 are attached to Appendix III as Figures
388-349, 355-365).
Room 202A: This small closet is located in the northeast corner of Room 202. This
closet is not an original feature to Room 202, and is believed to have been added
during the early 1920s when the room was remodeled. The closet measures 2’-6”x5’4” on the interior and has two door openings—stacked above one another—on its
west side. It was built to have two separate levels, with a walk-in closet below and a
separate storage cubicle above. The cubicle is accessed through a hinged one-panel
door located directly above the door for the main closet. The lower two-panel door,
which apparently was new in the 1920s, has plywood panels and is of newer
construction than the upper door. Room 202A does not date to the period of
significance for the house and ultimately needs to be dismantled.
Room 203: This room is positioned in the southeast corner of the main block,
directly south of Room 202, and, like the latter room, can be entered from the stair
hall through a doorway (212) in its east wall. Room 203 measures 17’-2-½”x15’-8½. The north end of the room is dominated by the wide doorway previously
discussed as Door 208, leading into Room 202. There are two window openings (209
and 210) on the east wall, which frame a central fireplace in between them. Two
additional doorways (211 and 213) are present along the south wall. Room 203 is
believed to have served as a bedroom during the Koerners’ period of occupation. It
most recently functioned as a combination kitchen/dining room and living room
associated with Apartment 3.
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The fireplace in Room 203 is connected to the same chimney as that in Room 103
below. This fireplace essentially is identical to the other three in the house,
structurally, but its wood mantel—though classical—is unique and features tapered
pilasters and a paneled entablature (see Figure 4-19). The wall surface surrounding
the firebox was plastered and painted black originally. There is a floor repair in front
of the fireplace which is believed to demarcate the location of a flush brick hearth,
similar to that found in Room 102. When the bricks were removed, the opening in
the floor was infilled with 1”x5” white pine flooring. The firebox openingeventually
was closed off with machine-made red brick. This enclosure possibly took place
following the installation of the hot-water heating system in the house, since the
boiler was vented through the same chimney. The exposed brickwork was finished
out with plywood nailed to furring strips. The lumber used for the furring is old
tongue-and-groove white pine stock that has wallpaper remnants attached to it and
shows evidence of machine-cut nail holes; it may have been salvaged from a piece of
furniture.
Opening 213, in the southwest corner of the room, presently serves as a doorway but
shows clear evidence of originally being constructed as a window. The window
opening was the same size as the others in the main block (3’-6”x6’-2”) and, like
those, is believed to have held double-hung sash. One difference relates to its lintel,
which is wood, whereas the other windows in the main block have stone. A wood
lintel probably was selected for Window 213 on account of the fact that it was
completely sheltered by the side porch. By this same rational, the sill here likely was
wood, too. In fact, the top of the window actually extends above the porch ceiling.
While this configuration seems awkward—at least by today’s standards—there are
several potential explanations for it. One possibility is that the porch and wall
masonry were completed by two different contractors, and that the juncture between
the window and porch ceiling was the result of poor planning or coordination. On the
other hand, the configuration may have been completely intentional. Although
perhaps not considered ideal, the window/ceiling juncture probably wasn’t considered
overly problematic since Window 213 looked out onto the side porch and was not
very visible from the street. Moreover, it would have maintained the interior
symmetry of the window openings in the room (not to mention also making it simpler
for the masons and ordering sash—besides being aesthetically pleasing), and also
would have allowed the upper part of Window 213 to serve as a scuttle to access the
57
attic space beneath the porch roof. The heavy paint line along the edge of the
exterior casing suggests that the window remained in service for many years. The
outside face of the window opening possibly was covered with lath and plaster or
gypsum wallboard after Room 207B was framed out in the early twentieth century.
In 1984, the opening was converted to a doorway and a two-step landing was
constructed in order to access the bathroom in Room 207B. This necessitated the
removal of the window sill and the brickwork below it.
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T here is no evidence that this attic space was used for storage. The principal advantag e seen in having a point o f
access to the attic relates to maintenance and the ability to check the condition of the roo f.
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Door 211, located at the east end of the south wall, opens onto Room 204 in the rear
wing. This doorway stands out due its relatively narrow width (2’-2-½”) and the fact
that it represents the earliest doorway providing direct access between the main block
and the rear wing. The brickwork surrounding the opening has clean (unbroken)
edges, and the casing is framed with white pine lumber and machine-cut nails.
Although the finished west edge of the brick work of this opening probably is original
to the house, the east edge of the brickwork probably was re-worked during the
58
construction of the Bay Window Addition. The brick opening is substantially wider
than the existing narrow doorway (note the presence of the wide nailers). Currently,
there is a single step incorporated into the brick wall at the base of this doorway.
Although a two-step flight of stairs was once present leadingup to this “built-in” step,
59
it is no longer present and apparently was removed during the 1984 remodeling.
This top step —which was created by lowering the brick wall approximately 6”,
represents a modification of the original opening. The broken brick along the edges
60
of this step attests to the fact that it is not original to the building. The current door
casings are framed to this wider opening, which suggests that the present door
configuration represents a remodeling episode—probably dating to the same time as
the construction of the bay window addition. Although a door is no longer present,
there is evidence of door hinges on the east jamb. At some point, a simple curtain
appears to have spanned this opening, as curtain rod brackets are present on the jamb.
A one-panel door is illustrated in the circa 1984 photograph of the building
immediately prior to the 1984 remodeling (see Figure 5-16). Door 211 was framed in
during the 1984 remodeling. The words “D. Danzer / October 1984” is written on the
south jamb—an inscription presumably made by one of the construction workers
immediately prior to the doorway’s enclosure.
All of the walls in the room are plaster on brick. The ceiling originally was plaster
and lath. During the 1920s, however, the ceiling plaster was removed and 3/8”
gypsum wallboard was applied over the wood lath. In contrast to Rooms 201 and
202, the ceiling was not lowered at this time. The original 1’x5” white pine flooring
remains in place in the room. As detailed in Chapter 5, the flooring exhibits multiple
episodes of historic finishes, includingpaint and maybe even wax.
As with the other rooms on the floor, the baseboard in Room 203 was completely
removed when the walls were furred out as part of the 1984 remodeling. The wall
furring also resulted in the removal of the apron trim from Windows 209 and 210 and
the stools of these windows being damaged. All of the trim has been removed from
Doors 208, 211, and 212. Holes also have been knocked through the ceiling to run
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Door 211 is located immediately adjacent to the juncture of the bay window addition and original house. T he
brickwork at this juncture required some relaying (du e to the wholesale removal o fthe original east wall in Room
204), and it would appear that the east edge of this opening was partially re-worked at this time.
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T here is approximately 2’-4-½” separating the floor o f Room 203 from the floor o fRoom 204.
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It would appear that the original doo r within this op ening was considerably wider and shorter than th e existing
door.
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HVAC ductwork. There also are several structural concerns, including a stress
fracture in the brickwork above Door 208 that runs from the door lintel up to the
ceiling. The lintel over Opening 213 is barely supported by the brickwork. This
opening will need masonry work and reproduction sash to return it to a window.
Images pertaining to Room 203 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 366-381.
Room 204: This room is situated at the north end of the rear wing and extends into
the bay window addition. This room has seen considerable evolution through time,
which is detailed below in Chapter 5. In its existing state, the room measures 12’-3½”x18’-5” and has three window openings on its east side. The room can be entered
through two doorways: Door 211, on the north, which accesses Room 203 in the main
block; and Door 220, on the south, leading into Room 205. The flight of steps
originally located at the foot of Door 211 (needed to negotiate the 2’-8” difference in
floor heights between the main block and rear wing) has been removed. A chimney
with a stove flue is present along the south side of the room.
The east, north, and south walls in Room 204 are plaster on brick, while the west wall
(separating it from Room 204A) is frame with 3/8” gypsum wallboard. The ceiling
has plaster applied to wood lath. The flooring is 1”x5” tongue-and-groove white
pine. Paint lines on the flooring suggest that the room formerly had a central rug (or
other covering) present and that the exposed edges borderingthe carpet were painted.
Two pipe holes indicating the former location of a radiator are present along the north
wall of the room. A supply line and fitting for a gas lightingfixture are present along
the south wall of Room 204.
A steel electrical conduit runs along the top of the wall separating Rooms 204 and
204A and carries through to Rooms 203 and 205. The wiring passing through this
conduit is braided copp er and is labeled “LOW ENERGY SAFETY CONTROL
WIRE / UNLIMITED RIP”. This wire possibly powered additional heat sensors
installed in the 1960s.
The plaster ceiling in Room 204 is in very poor condition, due in large measure to
leaks in the roof over the bay window. As such, care needs to be taken in the removal
of the furring strips here. There also is considerable sagging, or deflection, in the
floor in the center of the room. This situation may be due to the removal of the
bearingwall beneath it, with the addition of the bay window. The 2”x4” studs used to
fur out the walls and 1”x3”s applied to ceilingstill need to be removed.
Restoration of the house to its period of significance would call for the return of
Room 204 to its late-nineteenth-century dimensions (12’-3-1/2”x23’-1-3/8”). This
would necessitate the elimination of Room 204A. Images pertainingto Room 204 are
attached to Appendix III as Figures 382-393.
Room 204A: This room represents a twentieth-century addition to Room 205 and is
located on the western end of the latter room. It served as bathroom historically.
Room 204A measures 4’-6”x12’-3-½” and is separated from Room 204 by a 2-½”-
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thick partition wall constructed with nominal-sized 2”x4” studs (set on edge) and 3/8”
gypsum wallboard. Door 216, an original exterior entrance enclosed in the early
twentieth century, is located along the west side of the room. All of the bathroom
fixtures formerly present in Room 204A have been removed, although some water
pipes do remain.
There also is a vertical pipe running up from the floor at the north wall of the room,
which ends at an elbow and then goes horizontal and passes through the wall into the
ceiling space above Room 103. This piping is associated with the former gas lighting
system on the first floor of the main block (specifically servicing Rooms 101, 102,
and 103).
Room 204A does not date from the period of significance for the house, and
ultimately should be eliminated. This will involve the removal of the frame wall on
its east side. Door 216 also should be reopened. Images pertaining to Room 204A
are attached to Appendix III as Figures 394-403.
Room 205: This is the center room in the rear service wing and measures 12’11x16’-6-3/8”. It has two window openings (221 and 222) on its east side, and a third
window (224) and an exterior doorway (223) on the east. Two interior doorways
(220, 227) also are present, which provide access to the adjoining rooms to the north
and south. Originally, however, there was no interior access between Rooms 205 and
206; Door 227 represents a later addition, as will be discussed in more detail below.
61
Door 220, separating Rooms 204 and 205, does appear to be original.
Windows
221 and 222 are set considerably higher above the floor than Window 224. This is a
notable feature of the room and appears to be the result of an effort to keep the two
windows in line with the others on the east elevation, maintaining an exterior
symmetry spanning both sections of the house. This effort also resulted in the second
floor of the wing having a taller ceiling height than the first story (10-2” vs. 8’-10½”), due to the drop in floor level between the main block and wing.
A chimney with a stove flue opening is located in the southeast corner of the room.
This chimney originates on the first floor (being a continuation of the one previously
discussed in relation to Rooms 105 and 106) and is split by the partition wall between
Rooms 205 and 206. A radiator was once present on the northeast corner of the
room, aligned to the north wall. The holes for the piping serving the radiator are
evident in the floor, as well as in the ceiling below.
The walls in Room 205 are plaster on brick. The ceiling is covered with plaster and
lath. Paint lines indicate the former presence of a built-in cabinet (or bureau) with
drawers centered along the east wall, between the two windows located here. The
cabinet measured approximately 1’-9” wide, 5’-8” long, and 3’-8-½” tall and has
several shelves or drawers (see Figure 4-20). Lines on this same wall demarcate the
limits of a later wall covering (potentially linoleum or tile) being applied to the lower
5’-3” of the east wall, lying between the northeast corner of the room and the
61

T he section of baseboard to the left ofDoor 220 in Room 205 is identical to that found in Room 204A.
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chimney in the southeast corner. The wall covering has not survived, although the
adhesive used to apply it has—and thus demarcating its limits. Paint lines also
indicate that a shelf, supported by two brackets, formerly was located on the east end
of the north wall. This shelf was installed over the last episode of wallpaper in the
room, which suggests that it was fairly late (middle twentieth century).
The flooring in the room is 1”x5” white pine and is original to the house. This
flooring was painted at one time and later covered with linoleum. Newspaper from
October 28 through December 2, 1923 editions of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch was
found beneath the linoleum when it was removed during the investigations.
A cut off gas line is present at the base of the east wall, located immediately north of
the built-in cabinet previously described. This gas line originates from the ceiling of
Room 105 and is suspected of havingbeen connected to a light fixture (or gas valve)
mounted on the west wall of Room 205. There is limited evidence of early knob-andtube wiring in the room. However, paint lines do indicate the former presence of a
surface-mounted electrical outlet or switch on the north wall. There also is evidence
of radiator formerly being present in northeast corner of the room.
Most of the baseboard in Room 205 has been removed (that on the north being an
exception), as has the trim around Door 220. The window aprons also are missing.
These materials presumably were removed when the walls were furred out in 1984.
The ceiling in the room is in very poor condition, large sections having been broken
out during the 1984 remodeling. Holes for plumbing have been cut into the flooring
along the east side of the room. Images pertaining to Room 205 are attached to
Appendix III as Figures 404-418.
Room 206: This is the southernmost room in the rear wing and measures 8’-11½”x12’-11”. This room currently has a doorway (227) on its north side and windows
(225, 226) on the east and west; of these, Window 225 is the only opening in the
room that survives in an unmodified form from the date of construction for house. As
discussed in Chapter 4, Window 226 originally served an exterior doorway and later
was converted into a window. Similarly, Door 227 represents a modification of the
original building, having been broken through a brick wall to provide interior access
to the remainder of the wing. A chimney with a stove flue is located in the northeast
corner of the room. This chimney is split by the partition wall between Rooms 205
and 206.
All four walls in the room are plaster on brick, while the ceiling is plaster and lath.
The walls appear to have been painted with a bluish-green wash originally. Original
1”x5” pine flooring remains in place. Door 227 has simple trim, which is much
plainer than that found on original door openings in the house, and the trim is applied
with wire-drawn nails (rather than machine-cut ones). The doorway has a four-panel
pine door with butt hinges and rim lock.
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The plaster ceiling in the room has a number of cracks and holes knocked through it.
Also, a hole has been knocked through the north wall over Door 227, in order to run
an HVAC duct, and the plaster on the wall around it has been damaged. Wall furring
materials installed in 1984 still need to be removed. Images pertaining to Room 206
are attached to Appendix III as Figures 419-427.
Room 207B: This chamber was framed out on the northeast corner of the original
side porch (Room 207) during the early twentieth century. Elements of the original
porch structure have been incorporated into the room, including portions of the upper
deck, ceiling, and a corner post. Room 207B measures 9’-10”x8’-3” and historically
served as a bathroom for a second-floor apartment. It presently can be entered
through Openings 214 (an original doorway) and 213 (a converted window opening).
A small window (215) with double-hung sash is present on the west wall. The
framing for an old medicine cabinet is integrated into the south wall. All of the
bathroom fixtures formerly present have been removed.
The north and east walls in the room are brick and are covered with a hard portlandbased plaster, whereas the west and south walls are frame with exposed studs. The
ceiling presently is open to the rafters. However, there is evidence for successive
generations of past ceiling coverings, including plaster on wood lath and beadboard.
The floor in the room dates to 1984 and consists of ¾”-thick plywood supported by
nominal-sized 2”x6” joists. This floor system sits above an earlier sloped floor
associated with the upper deck of the side porch that was integrated into Room 107B
when it was created and remained in use until 1984. Remnants of knob-and-tube
wiring are present in the ceiling and walls and ceilings, as is later NM wiring
Remnants of Knob-and-tube wiring was run to the room for an overhead light fixture,
centrally located and operated by a light switch on the north wall. The steel box for
the switch still remains in place. In addition, wiring was run to the medicine cabinet
for an outlet or light. A radiator formerly was located alongthe east wall of the room,
as indicated by paint lines on the wall.
The southwest corner of Room 207B has suffered significant water damage, resulting
in the deterioration of the original corner post present here. This post no longer
provides any structural support. The beadboard ceiling in the room was torn out in
1984, and the ceiling is now open to the rafters. Another issue that needs to be
addressed is the existing raised floor, which needs to be removed in order to better
investigate the original porch deck underneath it. Room 207B does not date to the
period of significance for the house, and its west and south walls ultimately need to
be removed if the side porch is ever reconstructed in its nineteenth-century
configuration. Likewise, the plaster on the east and south walls should be taken off,
to expose the brick underneath. Opening 213 also needs to be returned to a window
opening, using the historic windows on the second floor of the main block as
examples. Images pertaining to Room 207B are attached to Appendix III as Figures
432-457.
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Attic:
Room 301: This room is located over the main block of the house and is approached
by means of a stairway leadingup from Room 201, which represents a continuation—
both physically and stylistically —of the stairs between the first and second floors.
The attic stairway is comprised of two flights of steps, separated by a landing (Room
301A, discussed below), and has an open balustrade along its entire length. It
terminates at a short doorway (302) through which Room 301 can be entered. The
wall and ceiling surfaces bordering the stairway are plastered and finished out as
nicely as those in Room 201 below. Room 301, by contrast, has never been finished
in any manner. The ceiling is open to the rafters, and the walls on the east and west
are exposed brick. White pine flooring covers the full extent of the room, but this
flooring differs considerably from that used on the lower stories in not being tongue
and grooved and having very wide and irregular widths (13” to 15”). The center third
of the room is delineated on the north and south by a line of 2”x4” studs which are
toe-nailed to the underside of the rafters. Although these studs easily could have
served as knee walls for a finished attic space, they show no evidence of lath or other
wall materials ever being attached to them (as indicated by an absence of nail holes).
The studs stand 3’-3” tall between the floor level and bottom of the rafters.
There are two brick chimneys and a central window openingin both the east and west
gable-end walls in Room 301. The window openings (300 and 301) are arched and
originally held fanlights, which, although no longer present, are well illustrated by the
circa 1867-69 lithograph of the Koerner House. The fanlights were hinged at the
bottom and opened inward like a hopper window. Holes marking the locations of the
hinges and latch are present in the sills, which remain in place, as do the casings. The
window openings presently are covered with plywood panels with a cutout for a
louvered attic vent.
The chimneys on the east gable-end wall originally vented the fireplaces in Rooms
102, 103, 202, and 203 and still extend above the roofline. The chimney stacks on the
west, however, have been taken down below the roof. As previously noted, the
southwest chimney appears to have been purely decorative, in order to provide
symmetry to the house.
The opening for the attic doorway (303) measures 2’-7”x4’-5”. The door itself is
missing, though early cast-iron butt hinges remain in place. The door possibly was
built with vertical planking rather than being paneled like those on the floors below.
A riveted steel tank lies at the east end of Room 301. This is suspected to have
62
served as an expansion tank for the hot-water heating system. A shipping label
attached to the tank indicates that it was manufactured by the National Plumbing
Supply Company, located at 110-112 South Twelfth Street, St. Louis, M issouri.
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One o f the circa-1984 photographs attached in App endix II shows pip es running up through the ceiling in Room
203. T hese lines are suspected to have been connected to the tank found in Room 301.
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Knob-and-tube wiring for incandescent lighting is strung along the collar beams in
Room 301. The light sockets hang freely by their wiring (rather than be attached to a
63
fixture), and one of them has a switch on it. A heat sensor, identical to the one in
Room 201, is located on the ceiling on the upper part of the attic stairway.
An investigation below one floor board in Room 301 found a variety materials dating
from Wilhelmina Wehmeyer’s period of ownership lying between the joists. This
material included a 1932 insurance policy, as well as personal letters to Wilhlemina
and her children.
On the whole, the attic flooring appears to be in good condition, although some holes
were cut into it to run the HVAC ductwork installed in 1984. The loose insulation
presently covering the floor needs to be removed to fully assess its condition. A new
door also needs to be installed on Opening 303. Images pertaining to Room 301 are
attached to Appendix III as Figures 465-481.
Room 301A: This room refers to the landing separating the two flights of steps
leading to Room 301. The landing measures 7’-0”x3’-3”. The walls bordering it on
the east, south, and west are plaster on brick and were last covered with wallpaper.
The ceiling, which is plaster on wood lath, is sloped since it is attached to underside
of the rafters. This situation creates a rather short ceiling height on the south side of
the landing. The landing and associated stairway are neatly trimmed out in the same
manner as Room 201. The walls are covered with wallpaper dating from circa 19001910.
Knob-and-tube wiring has been notched into the plaster and brickwork on the south
wall of the stair landing. This wiring appears to have serviced the overhead lighting
in Rooms 207A and 207B formerly.
The plaster on the ceiling is in good condition, as is that on the walls on the east and
west. The plaster on the south wall, however, is badly cracked, which may be due to
the brickwork above Door 214 (located directly below it) having settled. Images
pertaining to Room 301A are attached to Appendix III as Figures 458-464.
Room 302: Room 302 is an unfinished attic space above the original rear service
wing. This area has exposed brick walls on the east, north, and south sides. The
ceiling is open to the rafters and slopes down from east to west. The area has never
been floored over. It is unclear whether there ever was a scuttle accessing this
space—a determination complicated by the fact that the original plaster ceiling in
Room 205 has been damaged. Loose fiberglass insulation fills the voids between the
ceiling joists.
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T he light socket with the switch has different wiring than the other sock et and main supply lines, which suggests
that it may post-date the other sock et. T he socket p resumably op erat ed by means o f a s eparate switch, possible
one of those in the double-switch box found on the east wall of second-floor hallway (Room 201).
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The juncture between Room 302 and Room 302A, in the bay window addition, is
unobstructed. Jagged brickwork at either side of this juncture, however, provides
evidence for the east wall of Room 302 having been partially demolished in
association with the construction of the bay window. The roof framing in this area
also indicates that a chimney stack, measuring about 1’-1”x2’-10”, formerly was
present along the removed section of wall. A beaded fascia board, which apparently
is original to the rear service wing, was encapsulated when the bay window addition
was constructed. Images pertaining to Room 302 are attached to Appendix III as
Figures 482-490.
Room 302A: This area is the attic space above the bay window addition. Access to
the area presently can be made through Room 302. It has no finished surfaces and
shows no evidence of a scuttle ever being present. Loose fiberglass insulation has
been laid between the ceiling joists.
Room 303 and 303A: Room 303 refers to the attic space above the side porch in its
original L-shaped configuration, while Room 303A refers to the porch attic in its
present, shortened configuration. Structurally, these spaces essentially are one in the
same, since the original porch rafters and ceiling joists remain present. There is 1’-8”
of headroom (joist to rafter) onthe east side of Room 303A, while on the west there is
none. No flooring is present. The exposed brick walls on the east and north sides of
the attic space are clean and bear no evidence of having ever been painted.
Basement:
Room 001: Room 001 refers to the unexcavated crawl space beneath Room 101.
This area has not been investigated in any detail due to the difficulty of accessibility,
though some details can be provided. The floor joists here run east/west. A small
scuttle has been knocked through the foundations on the east side of the crawl space.
This scuttle likely was made at some point following the excavation of Room 003 to
the east. Another hole is present in the same foundation wall farther north, adjacent
to Room 002. The latter hole was made to run piping associated with the hot-water
heating system. There also is evidence of a scuttle opening having been cut though
the floor in Room 101A to access Room 001. This openinghas since been framed in.
Images pertaining to Room 001 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 98-99.
Room 002: Room 002 is a crawlspace located beneath Room 102. The area is not
accessible from any other part of the basement. The floor joists here run north/south.
There is considerable building debris (brick, mortar, and lumber fragments) scattered
on the ground in the crawlspace. The above-grade foundations along the north side of
the crawlspace are reddened, which suggests that they were exposed to intense heat at
some point—possibly during the 1854 fire. These same foundations have started to
fail and have shifted outward, leaving the north ends of some of the floor joists
unsupported. Heating pipes leading from the boiler formerly located in Room 003
pass through the south wall of Room 002. The hole made in the foundations for the
pipes may explain why the section of wall directly above it (separating Rooms 102
and 103) has slumped to some degree. Limited archaeological investigations were
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conducted in this area in 2008 are discussed below in Chapter 6. Images pertainingto
Room 206 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 100-105.
Room 003: This room is located beneath Room 103 and measures 14’-6-½”x11’-0”.
It was excavated during the early twentieth century to accommodate the boiler for a
hot-water heating system. The excavation work fully exposed the stone foundation
wall separating Rooms 003 and 004. On the north and west, however, the excavation
stopped short of the foundations in order to avoid undermining them (since these
foundations are not as deep as those on the south). The sides of the excavation here
were squared up but were never covered with masonry or otherwise finished; the
exposed subsoil simply was left exposed. The earthen walls stand approximately 5’
high, and there is a dirt shelf, roughly 1’-6” to 1’-8” wide, running between them and
the stone foundations. The shelf is dry, though there is some evidence of erosion at
the floor level. A doorway (007) on the south side of Room 003 provides a
connection to the original cellar (Room 004).
The eastern side of Room 003 extends up to the exterior foundation wall where there
is a brick chimney flanked by two window openings (001 and 002). Both openings
are set up as awning windows, having a single sash that is hinged at the top and
swings inward. Window 001, however, has a glazed sash with three lights whereas
Window 002 has a solid metal panel. The latter window (002) has a sloped concrete
sill and formerly served as a coal chute. The foundation material framing the two
window openings on the exterior is stone, but on the interior it is brick. The original
stone foundation wall below Window 002 has been underpinned with stone down to
the floor level. The foundations beneath Window 001, in contrast, have not been
extended to the floor level, leaving several feet of exposed earth between the base of
the original foundations and the floor level. The soil has washed out beneath this
section of foundation, leaving it partially suspended; even so, the wall remains intact
and has not settled as of yet.
The brick chimney centered along the east wall of Room 003 is the same one to
which the fireplaces in Room 103 and 203 are attached. Originally, this chimney is
believed to have rested on a stone base, or footing, which probably extended no
deeper than the exterior house foundations (approximately 2’). When Room 003 was
excavated, however, the chimney stack was underpinned with new brickwork and
extended down to the new floor level so that the boiler could be vented. The chimney
has several flue openings in its face, including a 7”-diameter one through which the
boiler was vented and two smaller 3” flues likely associated with water heaters predating the 1984 remodeling. A square cleanout opening is present near the base of
the chimney. Although the boiler has been removed, a portion of the system of water
pipes associated with it remains in place, as does the concrete pad on which the boiler
formerly sat. The concrete pad in question actually has two distinct sections, being
comprised of a 4”-thick pad poured over the top of a larger, thinner pad. The larger
lower pad may be associated with an earlier coal-fired boiler, while the smaller upper
one was put in for a later boiler using natural gas.
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Other than the concrete boiler pad just described, Room 003 has a dirt floor. The
floor level is one step lower than that in Room 004. The ceiling is enclosed with 3/8”
gypsum wallboard that has been coated withplaster, presumably as a fire prevention
measure.
A distinctive black line running the perimeter of the stone foundation walls in Room
003 documents the height of the ground surface prior to the excavation of this
basement space. The stonework above the dark line, along the south wall of the
room, exhibits a bright orange color associated with in situ burning. Similarly, the
mortar used to construct a portion of the north foundation wall in the room has a
substantial amount of wood charcoal incorporated into the mortar. The in situ
burning and mortar mixed with charcoal probably are related to the 1854 fire and
subsequent rebuilding. This issue is discussed at more length in Chapter 5. Images
pertaining to Room 003 are attached to Appendix III as Figures 106-117.
Room 004: This room represents the original cellar room and is located beneath
Room 104. It measures nearly 12’ square (11’-11”x12’-0”) and has full-height stone
walls. This room currently is accessible via an exterior bulkhead stairway, which
opens onto a hallway extending through Room 004A (located along the east side of
the room), and a set of steps leading from Room 104 (located along the west side of
the room). The existing stairway from Room 104 consists of a straight flight,
descending north to south.
The walls in Room 004 are covered with a thin coat of deteriorated plaster or mortar,
which shows evidence of being whitewashed in the past. The exposed ceiling joists
in the room also were whitewashed at an early date, if not originally. Later on, the
ceiling was covered with wood lath (applied with machine-cut nails) and plaster,
which has since been torn out. The floor, which likely was dirt originally, is poured
concrete.
Remnants of an original window casing and a fixed horizontal slat/grate are present
on the east side of Room 004. This feature is located above Opening 006 leading into
Room 004A.
The room formerly was equipped with knob-and-tube wiring that utilized a glazed
ceramic light socket suspended from an electrical wire. The fixture was
manufactured under patents dated March 21, 1911, August 31, 1915, and M ay 23,
1916. This light possibly was operated by a switch located at the top of the stairway
in Room 104A.
There is evidence of a water line entering through the west wall of the room, in its
southwest corner. Along this same wall, towards the northwest corner, are iron wall
anchors incorporated into the stonework that possibly supported a gas meter(?). Iron
pipes present overhead may be associated with the gas lighting system previously
noted on the first floor. A gas stopcock is present on this line and may indicate the
presence of a gas light (attached to a rubber hose) in the basement. There also are
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galvanized water pipes and two faucets probably associated with a clothes washing
tub or sink located along the south wall of the room. Old newspapers from the
November 3, 1937 edition of the St. Louis Post Dispatch have been stuffed around or
into these pipes. A large irregular hole has been cut into the south wall of Room 004
near, the southeast corner of the room, in order to serve as a mechanical chase for
pipes.
A structural assessment prepared in 2004 noted that “stone foundation walls show
little sign of moisture damage and the mortar is intact” in Room 004 (Oates 2004:2).
However, there are multiple pipes (plumbing and heating) and a considerable amount
of old electrical wiring running along the ceiling in the room that ultimately needs to
be removed from this room. Images pertaining to Room 004 are attached to
Appendix III as Figures 118-133.
Room 004A: This area was created through the construction of the bay window
addition onto the east end of the house. It has a pentagonal shape and consists
predominately of unexcavated crawl space located beneath the east end of Room 104.
Room 004A is split by a central “hallway” that connects an exterior bulkhead
entranceway (Opening 003) with Door 006 located in the east wall of Room 004.
Walls associated with this “hallway” are of brick and stone construction and represent
several episodes of construction and/or repair work. The episodes of construction
concerning this hallway are described in more detail in Chapter 5. The cistern
discussed as Feature 24 in Chapter 6 extends into the south side of Room 004A.
Room 005: Room 005 is an unexcavated crawl space located beneath Room 105.
There is an arched opening in the east foundation wall of the crawlspace of this room.
Archaeological testing indicates that this arched opening spans a stone lined circular
pit or shaft that probably represents a well (see Chapter 6, Feature 21).
The floor joists run east to west and originally rested within pockets in the brick
sidewalls. The east ends of the original joists have been cut off and have had new 1½”x7-½” stock “sistered” onto them. It is unclear whether this was done due to
deterioration of the original joists, or on account of the exterior wall shifting outward.
The east ends of the joists presently rest upon a steel I-beam set upon brick and stone
piers.
A considerable amount of brick and lumber debris is scattered on the ground within
this space. It is unclear whether this brick and lumber is demolition debris from the
1848 house, represents waste construction material from the 1854 rebuilding, or
combination of both.
Room 006: This is an unexcavated crawl space located beneath Room 106. The area
is inaccessible and has not been assessed to date. A pipe, believed to be a water
supply line for a radiator, extends into this area from Room 005.

120

Room 007A: Room 007A is an unexcavated crawlspace located below Room 107A,
which represents an enclosed portion of the original side porch. This area is
inaccessible aside from several small holes that have been cut into the floor of Room
107A in order to run mechanical systems. The little that is visible suggests that floor
joists for Room 107A are resting directly upon (or nearly so) soil and detritus. A
number of supply lines run through this area, including pipes for the now-removed
radiators in Rooms 107A and 207A, as well as water pipes for the interior baths. This
area of great interest archaeologically, considering that it comprises a ground surface
encapsulated from the date of construction of the house.
Stairways: The main block of the house has an open stairway that begins in the front
entrance hall (Room 101) and continues up to the attic level. This stairway, which
measures 3’ wide, has a fine balustrade featuring a tapered octagonal newel post at its
base and delicate turned spindles—features that are typical of the Italianate era in Illinois
(circa 1850-1885). The section of stairway between the first and second floors consists
of two flights of steps separated by a stair landing(Room 201A). The first flight of steps
rises from north to south along the west wall of Room 101 and has fourteen steps
(thirteen actual treads). The second flight is shorter, with only five steps, and rises south
to north. The section of stairway leading to the attic has two flights of steps in a similar
orientation, with the first flight having nine steps (eight treads) and the second flight ten
steps. The stair steps have an 11-½” run and 7-½” rise.
Overall, the stairway is in excellent condition and saw limited damage from its enclosure
in 1984. The worst damage consists of several small sections of the open stringer
between the first and second flights of steps, which were cut out to facilitate the 1984
framing. This damage can be repaired without much difficulty. There also are three
spindles missing: two along the balustrade in Room 201A; and a third on the second step
leading up to the attic. A larger concern relates to the plaster ceilings on the underside of
the stairway, which are in poor shape.
The original stair opening leading to basement measured 2’-7-½ ”x5’-0”. This opening
later was shifted to the north, resulting in the north header beam being cut out and south
end of the original opening being infilled with new flooring. This work was conducted
sometime during the early years of the twentieth century. A new stairway, with eleven
steps, was constructed within the new opening. The entrance to the basement stairway
was closed off in 1984 with plywood.
Flooring: The flooring in the majority of the rooms on the first and second floors of the
house is tongue-and-groove white pine, which is applied with machine-cut nails. This
flooring is 1” thick and generally measures 5” wide, though there is some is some
variability in respect to the width (4-¾” to 5-¼”). Some of flooring planks in Room 104
actually approach 10” in width. This white pine flooring represents the original flooring
in the house.
The flooring in Rooms 105 and 106 is ¾”x3-¼” tongue-and-groove yellow-pine (or fir?)
stock. That in Room 105 was put down with machine-cut nails, and this may also be the
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case for Room 106. Determiningthe type of nail used to apply the flooring in Room 106
is impossible without ripping up or cutting into a piece of flooring. This action was not
considered appropriate during the investigation, considering the good condition of the
flooring here.
Narrow oak flooring, measuring ¼”x1-½ ”, has been installed in Room 202. This covers
the original 1”x5” white-pine flooring.
Wall and Ceiling Finishes: For the most part, the walls on the first and second floors of
the Koerner House are plaster on brick. The few original frame partitions present (such
as that wall between Rooms 200 and 201) are covered with wood lath and plaster. The
lath is circular-sawn white pine applied with machine-cut nails and averages 1-½ ” in
width. The ceilings on these floors are covered with lath and plaster mostly, including
the main stairway and Room 101A. Exceptions to this are Rooms 105, 106, and 203,
which have had the original plaster coating removed and replaced with 3/8” gypsum
wallboard applied over the wood lath. The wood-frame drop ceilings present in Rooms
201 and 202 also are covered with 3/8” gypsum wallboard, though much of this was
removed durin g through the course of the 1984 remodeling and the 2005-2006 field
investigations. The walls and ceilings surfaces on the first and second floors exhibit
multiple layers of paint and wallpaper, the specifics on which are presented in more detail
in Chapter 7.
As discussed above, the walls and ceilings in the attic are not finished out. The exterior
walls here are exposed brick, and the roof framing also is open.
The ceiling in Room 003 in the basement is covered with 3/8” gypsum wallboard, which
has had a coat of plaster applied over it. The ceiling in Room 004 presently has exposed
joists
Decorative Features and Trim: One of most obvious decorative features on the interior of
the Koerner House that has survived is main stairway in Room 101. Other notable
decorative features original to the house include the four fireplace mantels, the wall
paneling present below Windows 106 and 107, and the paneled casings for Doors 104,
105, 203, and 212. M ost of the original door and window openings in the main block of
the house have painted white pine trim. The head and casing trim is of two-piece
construction, consisting of molded 1”x4” board with an applied molding running around
the outer edge. One exception is Door 201, where flat trim and simple plinth blocks were
applied on its north side (on the interior of Room 200). The baseboard trim in the main
block of the house is of similar two-piece construction but with a different profile. The
trim in the rear wing also is molded white trim, but is simpler and lacks an applied
molding; this also holds true for the baseboard. Profiles of the various trim used
throughout the house are attached as Figures 4-21 through 4-25. Tables 4-1 and 4-2
itemize the type of trim used on each window and door opening.
Although much of the original trim in the house has survived, a considerable amount of it
was removed in 1984, including the window aprons, most of the baseboard, and the trim
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around certain doors. The location of missing trim is detailed in the room descriptions
above. Enough examples of original trim do remain for accurate reproductions to be
produced. Tables 2 and 3 present trim schedules for the various rooms and openings
within the building.
Furnishings: The only historic furnishing still present in the house is the built-in cabinet
located in the northwest corner of Room 201. This cabinet appears to have been installed
in this location during the 1920s (following the lowering of the ceiling here). However,
the cabinet itself is much older than this and may have been r elocated from another room
in the house. The documentary and physical evidence for other historic furnishings in the
house is detailed in Chapter 5.
Openings
Doorways and Doors: The doorways for the principal rooms in the main block
originally were equipped with four-paneled, white-pine doors with through tenons,
which were painted originally. The doorways on the first floor measure 3’-0”x6’-1064
½”, while those on the second floor measure 3’-0”x6’-10-¾ ”. Door 203 is the only
original interior example left in the house and illustrates the character of the other
doors once present in the main block. It measures 2’-11-¾”x6’-8-7/8.
The original interior doorways in the rear wing vary in size. Door 120 measures 3’65
1”x6’-8-¾ ”, while Door 220 measures 2’-10-½”x7’-½”. This also is true of the two
doorways added in the early twentieth century, with Doors 125 and 227 measuring2’11”x6’-8-5/8” and 2’-8-¾ ”x6’-8” respectively. The latter op ening (227) has a fourpaneled door present.
All of the interior doors in the house have been removed to date, except for Door 203
(original) and Door 227 (added during the 1920s). Although a considerable
percentage of the original door trim in the house is missing, having been removed in
1984), enough remains for an accurate trim schedule to be made. A door schedule is
attached as Table 2-2.
Windows: The character of the windows has been discussed in some detail in a
preceding section discussing the exterior of the house. A few additional details will
be outlined here. The double-hung window sashes in the main block mostly have
cast-iron weights hung with sash chain. One exception is Window 114, which has
sash rope. The latter opening was enclosed in the early 1920s and presumably never
had the opportunity to have its sash rope replaced with chain. All of the windows on
the second floor of the rear wing have weights attached to chains, except for Window
224, which still has a sash rope present. Interestingly, Window 124 in Room 105 and
Window 126 in Room 106 aren’t weight driven at all, which presents the possibility
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T hese dimensions refer to the door opening proper. The jamb openings are somewh at n arrower, measuring 2’11”x6’-10” on the first floor and 2’-11x6’-10-½ on the upper floor.
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T he jamb openings on these doors respectively measure 2’-11”x6’-8-5/8” and 2’-9-½”x7’-0”.
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that they may have seen limited use historically. Window 122 in Room 105 does
have weights, but the ropes or chains once present are no longer attached. Windows
117, 118, and 119, in the bay window addition, have weights held by chains.
The apron trim was removed from most of the windows in the house when the walls
were furred out during the 1984 remodeling. The furring activity also resulted in
many of the window stools being cracked, notched, and otherwise damaged. These
various trim pieces ultimately need to be replaced and/or repaired.
Hardware: All original framing in the house is joined with machine cut nails.
Framingpost-dating 1900 is attached with wire nails. All screws used in the hanging
66
of the doors and attaching other hardware are of the machine-pointed variety.
The original doors leading into the principal rooms in the main block may have been
equipped with hardware identical, or at least similar, to that found on Door 203,
which is the only original door remaining in this section of the house. The lock is
mortised within the door stile (as opposed to being surface mounted like a rim lock)
and has an ornate keyhole cover, which swivels, on the hall side of the door. The
strike plate is missing, though the mortise into which it was set is evident in the jamb.
The knobs are white porcelain. Butt hinges with flush, half-tight pins were used to
hang the door. The hardware on Door 203 can serve as a model for any replacements
that may be installed in the main block as part of the restoration.
The original hardware on Door 207, which accesses the balcony, also has mostly
survived intact. The double doors here are hung with butt hinges and are joined by a
simple latch with small, white porcelain knobs. The southern door also was equipped
with upper and lower latch bolts to lock it in place. The lower latch has been
removed, but the upper one is still present and an ornate relief decoration on it.
Door 121, the third early door present in the house, is hung with butt hinges having
loose pins with “steeple” finials. It also has a rim lock and steel knobs. The
doorknobs appear to be twentieth-century replacements; the originals likely were
porcelain, or perhaps agate. The character of the hinges used on Door 120 is quite
different from those found in Doors 203 and 207, which causes one to question
whether the existing door here is original to the 1854 house, was installed later on
(circa 1872), or had its hardware updated in the late nineteenth century. This same
doorway also has a rod with handle for operating the overhead transom window,
attached on its south side.
Very little original window hardware is still present in the house, though considerable
physical evidence of it does remain, in the form of actual fragments or paint lines. As
previously noted, Window 114 provides an excellent illustration of the window
hardware present in the main block during the early twentieth century up through
Period 5. The original sash pulleys remain in place on this window, as do fragments
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A method for m anufacturing machine-pointed (or “ gimlet-pointed”) screws was not su ccess fully developed until
the latter half o f the 1840s (Rybczynski 2000:77-78).
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of the original shutter hinges, a strike plate for a window lock (the base is missing),
and a sash lift with finger hook. The sash lift has a black enameled (“Japanned”)
finish but no patent date.
Paint lines and screw holes on other windows suggest that sash lifts with finger hooks
were once present on many of the windows in the house. Double-hung sashes added
during the twentieth century (Windows 115, 127, 215 and 226) were equipped with
larger sash pulls.
None of the early sash locks used in the bay window addition have survived as a
complete set at a single opening. However, Window 117 does have the strike for an
early window lock, while Window 119 has the corresponding base to this lock.
Window 126, which is one of the few windows with non-weighed sash, has a type of
pressure, or “friction”, latch attached to its lower sash. This mechanism has a leveloperated plate that presses against the window stop, keeping the sash in place after
being lifted.
Many of the windows in the house are equipped with modern locks joining the
double-hung sashes, as well as sliding bolt locks, attached to the sill and intended to
further secure the lower sash. This hardware is believed to have been installed in
1984 or following years when the house was used as an apartment building.
M echanical Equipment
Heating, Ventilation: All of the air handlers and furnaces installed in 1984 have been
disconnected except for that in Apartment 1, which presently serves as the sole source
of heat in the house. There is no air conditioning in the house. The compressors
installed in 1984 have all been removed from the property.
Lighting: The electrical system in the house most recently was divided among four
different service panels, located in Rooms 102, 204, 202, and 204. The main shutoff
switches for these panels are located in separate boxes outside, affixed to the east wall
of the main block near the electrical meters. For safety reasons, only a limited
number of circuits are kept active at present.
The tear-out of the modern partition walls and drop ceilings in the spring of 2005 left
much of the circa-1984 wiring exposed, and some wires needed to be cut to remove
framing materials. Ultimately, all of the existing wiring in the house needs to be
removed, as do the associated breaker boxes, and a new electrical service installed.
Gas pipes associated with an early, but long-abandoned lighting system remain
present in the first-floor ceilings and along some walls. This piping dates from the
Koeners’ period of occupation and should be kept in place wherever possible. The
extent of the gas lighting in the house is discussed in more detail in Chapter 5 below.
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Plumbing: The Koerner House presently has no functioning plumbing, and all
bathroom and kitchen fixtures have been disconnected. Although some of the piping
(water, vent, drain) was removed as part of the tear-out conducted during the spring
and summer of 2005, much of it still remains in place. These materials ultimately
need to be removed from the dwelling.

126

Figure 4-1. S ubdivision Plat of Part of Lot 1 an d Part of Lot 4 in Wehmeyer Place (S t.
Clair County Plat Book Y:27, as reproduced from Kuhlmann Design Group 2003). The
dashed lines on Lots 1 and 4 indicate the existing footprint of the Koerner House and
present dimensions of its associated lot.
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Figure 4-2. Elevation view and sectional through the north, or front, side of the Koerner House, showing existing conditions.
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Figure 4-3. Elevation view of the west side of the Koerner House, showingexisting conditions.
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Figure 4-4. Elevation view and sectional through the south, or rear, side of the Koerner House, showing existing conditions
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Figure 4-5. Elevation view of the east side of the Koerner House, showing existing conditions.
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Figure 4-6. Basement plan of the Koerner House, showing existing conditions. The room and ope ning numbering system is followed in the
text.
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Figure 4-7. First floor plan of the Koerner House, showing existing conditions. The room and opening numbering system is followed in the
text.
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Figure 4-8. Second floor plan of the Koerner House, showing existing conditions. The room and opening numbering system is followed in
the text.
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Figure 4-9. Attic floor plan of the Koerner House, showing existing conditions. The room and ope ning numbering system is followed in the
text.

135

Figure 4-10. Roof plan of the Koerner House,showing existing conditions.
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Figure 4-11. Reflected ceiling plan of Room 104 illustrating the juncture of the bay window addition (bottom) and original rear wing (top).
This drawing shows the header beam used to frame around the window and chimney originally present on the east side of Room 104—prior
to the construction of the bay. It also shows the joist system in the bay addition.
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Figure 4-12. Drawings illustrating the ceiling framing employed around Window 122 in
the Room 105, with a reflected ceiling plat at top and sectional at bottom. The ends of the
ceiling joists around this window were connected with mortise and tenon to a header beam
spanning the opening. This method of ceiling framing also was employed on the other
window openings in the rear service wing.
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Figure 4-13. Elevation and plan views of the recessed front entranceway to the Koerner House. The drawing at right illustrates the side
panels of the entranceway.
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Figure 4-14. Side and elevation views of the fireplace in Room 102, the most formal room in the house.
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Figure 4-15. Elevation of the east wall of Room 103, showing fireplace and adjacent window openings.
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Figure 4-16. Interpretive drawings of the cabinet formerly located in southwest corner of Room 105. These drawings are based on the
paint/finish lines present on the walls, ceiling, and floor. The cabinet was installed post 1920.
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Figure 4-17. Elevation view of the west wall of Room 202, showing character of original door here. This door is representative of the other
interior doors that were once present in the main block.
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Figure 4-18. Elevation view of the east wall of Room 202, showing fireplace and balcony doors.
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Figure 4-19. Elevation view of the east wall of Room 203, showing fireplace and flanking windows.
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Figure 4-20. Interpretive drawing of the east wall of Room 205, showing location of early built-in dresser or cabinet present on this wall and
later kitchen-related wall covering.
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Table 4-1
Door S chedule

Opening
006
007
100
102
103
104
105
110
113
116
120
121
123
125
201
203
207
208
211
212
213
214
216
220
223
227
302

Location 1

Location 2

Room 004
Room 003
Room 100
Room 101
Room 107B
Room 101
Room 101
Room 102
Room 103
Room 107B
Room 104
Exterior
Room 107A
Room 105
Room 200
Room 201
Room 202
Room 202
Room 203
Room 201
Room 207B
Room 207B
Room 204B
Room 204
Room 207A
Room 205
Room 301A

Room 004A
Room 004A
Room 101
Room 101A
Room 101
Room 103
Room 102
Room 103
Room 104
Room 104
Room 105
Room 105
Room 105
Room 106
Room 201
Room 202
Balcony
Room 203
Room 204
Room 203
Room 203
Room 201A
Room 207B
Room 205
Room 205
Room 206
Room 301

Size (Door)
2'-5"x6'-6-3/4"
2'-7"x6'-6-1/4"
3'-1-1/4"x7'-3/4"
1'-11-3/4"x7'-3/4"
2'-11-3/4"x7'-3/4"
3'-1/4"x6'-10-1/2"
3'-1/8"x6'-10-1/2"
8'-1/2"x8'-4-3/4"
2'-9-1/2"x6'-9-1/4"
2'-10-5/8"x7'-1/2"
3'-1"x6'-8-3/4"
2'-8"x6'-8-7/8"
2'-10-1/4"x7'-3/4"
2'-11-3/4"x6'-9-1/4"
2'-11-1/2"x6'-10-1/2"
3'-0"x6'-10-3/4"
3'-1-1/2"x7'-8"
5'-7"x8'-1/4"
2'-3-1/2"x6'-11-3/8"
3'-1-1/4"x6'-10-3/4"
(modified window)
2'-10-3/8"x6'-8"
2'-10-3/4"x7'-1"
2'-10-1/2"x7'-1/2"
2'-10-1/8"x7'-1"
2'-8-3/4"x6'-8"
2'-9"x4'-5"

Size (Jamb)
2'-5"x6'-6-3/4"
2'6-3/8"x6'-5-7/8"
3'-1/4"x7'-1/4"
1'-11-1/4"x7'-1/4"
2'-11-1/4"x7'-3/8"
2'-11"x6'-10"
2'-11"x6'-10"
7'-11-3/4"x8'-4-1/4"
2'-9-1/2"x6'-9-1/4"
2'-9-5/8"x7'-0"
3'-0"x6'-9-1/4"
2'-7"x6'-8-3/8"
2'-9-1/4"x7'-1/4"
2'-11"x6'-8-5/8"
2'-10-1/2"x6'-10"
2'-11"x6'-10-1/2"
3'-1/2"x7'-7-1/2"
5'-6"x7-11-3/4"
2'-3-1/2"x6'-10-3/4"
2'-11-1/4"x6'-10-1/4"
(modified window)
2'-9-3/8"x6'-7-1/2"
2'-9-3/4"x7'-1/2"
2'-9-1/2"x7'-0"
2'-9-1/8"x7'-1/2"
2'-8-3/4"x6'-8"
2'-9"x4'-5"

Period of
Significan ce
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N²
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y

Orig. Door
Present
…
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
Y
N
N
N
Y
Y
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N

T rim 1
…
(casing)
AAA¹
CD-(casing)
AAA
AAA
AAA*
ED-(casing)
CD--*
(casing)
(casing)
FD-CD-BAA
CBB
CBB*
CBB*
BAA
(casing)
(casing)
CBB*
CBB*
(casing)
FD-(absent)

Present
…
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
N
Y
Y
Y
N
N
Y
Y
N

T rim 2
…
(casing)
AAA
CD-AAA*
BAA
AAA
BAA*
ED-CD--*
CD--*
CD-CD-FD-BAA
CBB
(casing)
CBB*
CBB*
CBB*
CBB*
CBA
(casing)
CBB*
CBB
FD-(absent)

Present
…
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
N
N
Y
N
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
N
N
N
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
N

* T rim style based on surviving examples elsewhere in same (or adjoining) rooms.
¹ Letters refer--in order--to casing trim type, trim joint, and molding type (if present).
² Original window opening dates to period ofsignificance but not converted door opening.
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Table 4-2
Window Schedule

Opening
001
002
004
005
101
106
107
108
109
111
112
114
115
117
118
119
122
124
126
127
200
202
204
205
206
209
210
215
217
218
219
221
222
224
226
227
300
301

Location
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room
Room

003
003
004A
005
101
102
102
102
102
103
103
103
107B
104
104
104
105
105
106
106
200
201
202
202
202
203
203
207B
204
204
204
205
205
205
206
206
301
301

Size
2'-5-3/4"x1'-9"
2'-5-7/8"x1'-9"
4'-8"+¹
3'-8-1/2"¹
2'-0"x4'-7-3/4"
3'-1-3/4"x6'-6-1/2"
3'-1-3/4"x6'-6-1/2"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/4"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/4"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/4"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/4"
3'-1-3/4"x6'-10-1/4"
2'-8"x4'-6"
2'-5-1/2"x6'-2-3/8"
2'-5-3/8"x6'-2-3/8"
2'-5-3/8"x6'-2-1/4"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10"
2'-10-1/2"x5'-2-1/4"
3'-1-1/4"x5'-10-1/4"
2'-10-1/2"x4'-5-5/8"
3'-1-3/4"x6'-6-1/2"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-3/8"
3'-1-3/4"x6'-6-5/8"
3'-1-3/4"x6'-6-5/8"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/2"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/2"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/2"
2'-3-1/4"x3'-9-1/2"
2'-5-1/4"x6'-2-1/2"
2'-5-1/4"x6'-2-1/2"
2'-5-1/4"x6'-2-1/2"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/2"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-1/2"
3'-1-3/4"x5'-10-3/8"
3'-1-1/2"x5'-10-1/4"
2'-10-1/2"x4-5-5/8"
1'-8"x5'-0"
1'-8"x5'-0"

Sash T ype
3-light hopper
solid hopper
(arched opening)
(arched opening)
30-light casement
6/1 dbl. hung
6/1 dbl. hung
(blind window)
(blind window)
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
1/1 dbl. hung
2/2 dbl. hung
2/2 dbl. hung
2/2 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
(blind window)
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
1/1 dbl. hung
2/2 dbl. hung
2/2 dbl. hung
2/2 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
6/6 dbl. hung
fanlight (missing)
fanlight (missing)

Period of
Significan ce

T rim

Muntin

Stop

N
N
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y

…
…
…
…
CD--²
AAA
AAA
…
…
BAA
BAA
BAA
(modern)
DD-DD-DD-CD-CD-CD-CD--²
CBB
CBA
CBB
CBB
…
CBB
CBB
?
DD-DD-DD-CCC
CCB
CBB
CCB
CD--²
…
…

B
…
…
…
B³
A
A
…
…
B
B
B
(modern)
C
C
C
B
B
B
B³
A
B
A
A
…
B
B
B³
C
C
C
B
B
B
B
B³
…
…

…
…
…
…
D
A
A
…
…
A
A
A
(modern)
B
B
B
B
B
B
D
A
A
A
A
…
A
A
?
B
B
B
C
A
A
A
D
…
…

¹ Width of arched opening in foundation.
² Stock thinner and narrower than 19th century examples of this trim type.
³ Later example o f this general muntin profile.
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Figure 4-21. There were several differences noted in the casing trim, as illustrated here.
A) This trim has a rabbet and molded edge. It was used in Room 101 (hall) and Room 102
(front parlor). B) This trim has only a rabbet and was used in Room 103 (“back parlor”)
and Room 201 (u pstairs hall). C) This trim has no rabbet or molded edge. It was used in
other original rooms (excepting bay window). The lettering system refers back to Tables 41 and 4-2.
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Figure 4-22. Profiles of the three different styles of window stops found in the Koerner
House. The lettering system refers back to Tables 4-1 and 4-2.
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Figure 4-23. Details of interior trim techniques used in the original rooms of the Koerner
House. A) This is the miter cut technique, which is the most formal; it is found in Rooms
101-103 and doorways in upstairs hallway (Room 201). B) This is the S quare-Cut Casing
Method used inside Rooms 202 and 203 and Windows 200 and 202. C) This is a simple
method that uses no head trim, and was used on Windows 221 and 222 in Room 205. D)
This is a simple square cut method without an applied molding. It was used on inside of
Door 201 (in Room 200), Room 105 (kitchen), and bay windows
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Figure 4-24. The casing trim used for later additions to the Koerner House was more
modest than that found in the original house, as illustrated by the profiles above: D) style of
trim was used for the windows in the bay addition, circa 1872; E) trim used for Door 113,
added circa 1912 to access Rooms 103 and 104; and F) trim used for Doors 125 and 227,
added later in the twentieth century.
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Figure 4-25. At least six styles of decorated baseboard were noted within the Koerner House. These have been identified as
Baseboards A through F.
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Figure 4-26. (TOP) Profiles of different window stops found in the Koerner House: “A” stop used on original windows in most
of house, expect for Room 105 (kitchen); “B” stop used in Room 105 and bay windows; “C” stop u sed just on Window 221 in
th
Room 205; and “D” stop used on 20 century windows. (BOTTOM) Window mullions: “A” mullion used on original sash;
front elevation; “B” mullion used on other original sash in house (Early 20 th century replacement windows have similar
profile); and “C” mullion found in bay window addition.
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Chapter 5: Original Condition Of House And Subsequent Evolution
This chapter provides a detailed, as-built description of the Koerner House’s exterior and interior
elements, spaces, and its landscape setting. It also discusses the significant historical changes
that have occurred to the building over the years, from original construction to the present. The
discussion follows the same outline format utilized in Chapter 4. A summary of the house’s
chronology, broken down by period, is presented at the end of the chapter. Chapter 5 serves as a
basis against which conservation problems and later proposed changes to the house may be
evaluated.
The interior of the Koerner House has witnessed considerable evolution through time. This
evolution was driven by changes in the building’s use, modified living standards and tastes, as
well as by technological advances in regard to building materials and mechanical systems. The
various construction episodes and ownership changes related to the Koerner House and its
associated land can be broken down to a number of distinct periods. These periods are outlined
below and will be referred to in this chapter and those that follow:
Period 1 (1848-1854)
Period 2 (1854-c1872)
Period 3 (c1872-1899)
Period 4 (1899-c1912)
Period 5 (c1912-1918)
Period 6a (1918-c1932)
Period 6b (c1932-1946)
Period 7 (1946-1963)
Period 8 (1963-1983)
Period 9 (1984-2001)

Koerner I: original, pre-fire house.
Koerner II: existinghouse; G. Koerner active in politics.
Koerner III: house remodeled; Koerner out of politics.
Winkelman I: house used as single-family rental property.
Winkelman II: house d ivided into two living units.
Wehmeyer I: house owner-occupied but still multi-family.
Wehmeyer II: third living unit added to house.
Heidelberg I: house single family; art store added in 1952.
Heidelberg II: house used as retirement home.
Apartment Era: house remodeled and divided into 4 units.

Site Description
Legal Location: Historically, the Koerner House was situated on a large parcel of land
consisting of Lots 8, 9, and 10 of Koerner’s Subdivision to the City of Belleville. This
urban subdivision, which is located in Section 22 of Belleville Township, was platted by
Gustave Koerner in 1848, immediately prior to the construction of his first house on this
site. It consisted of ten lots facing an S-shaped jog in the Shawneetown Road (now
M ascoutah Avenue). Lots 1 through 7 were located north and east of the road, while Lots
8, 9, and 10 lay to the south and west of it (St. Clair County Deed Record T1:403).
Gustave Koerner reserved Lots 8, 9, and 10 as the site for his personal residence. These
three lots, which covered slightly over one-half acre, delineated the boundaries of the
Koerner property during its early history. The house itself was positioned on the northern
ends of Lots 9 and 10 of Koerner’s Addition.
In 1924, Lots 8, 9, and 10 of “Koerner’s Addition” were partitioned by Henrietta
Wehmeyer into “Wehmeyer Place”, a four-lot subdivision to Belleville (St. Clair County
Plat Book Y:22). The property currently associated with the Gustave Koerner House lies
on parts of Lot 1 and 4 of Wehmeyer Place. Lots 2 and 3 of Wehemyer Place, lying east
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of the Koerner House, are under separate ownership and now occupied by a 1960s-era,
single-story, brick ranch house and a detached frame garage.
The street address for the Koerner House has changed through time. The earliest city
directories available for B elleville simply provide a physical location for the residence, as
opposed to a specific street number. The 1860 city directory, for instance, places
Gustave Koerner’s residence at the “Corner of Abend and Shawneetown,” while that
published in 1884 lists it at the “SE corner Abend and M ascoutah.” By 1894-1895,
however, the Koerner House officially had been designated as 201 Mascoutah Avenue,
and it was this address that was in use during the later years of Gustave Koerner’s
occupancy. The house continued to be numbered as 201 M ascoutah Avenue even after it
was divided into two living units circa 1912. This situation changed somewhat in 1920
when city directories began referring to the second livingunit as 201 Abend Street. Post1946, after the Koerner House had returned to single-family occupancy, the M ascoutah
Avenue address was dropped altogether and city directories began listing the property
only as 200 Abend Street—a designation that has persisted to the present day. Reference
Table 3-1 for the house’s address designation by year.
Spatial Organization and Landscape: In 1836, when Gustave Koerner purchased the twoacre parcel along the M ascoutah Avenue on which he would ultimately erect his home,
the site was located on the southern edge of Belleville and was covered with mature
timber, with white oak, walnut, hickory, and sycamore being represented. In his
memoirs, Koerner recalls selling off a dozen or so of the larger trees for lumber shortly
after the purchase, and by doing so he quickly recouped the $100 he had paid for the land
(Koerner 1909:406).
Such selective harvesting of trees may have continued
intermittently over the next decade or so before the Koerners finally began construction
on their first home at this site in 1848.
At the time the Koerner House was constructed, M ascoutah Avenue was known as the
Shawneetown Road, and it represented the major thoroughfare entering Belleville from
67
the southeast. The Koerner House would have presented one of the most prominent
residences encountered along this route during the nineteenth century. The fact that the
house was located at a jog in the Shawneetown Road accentuated its visibility, since it
was fully exposed on two sides (east and north) and faced straight down the final stretch
of the road leading into town, placing the house in sight from M ain Street, two blocks
away. Abend Street, which demarcates the western edge of the property, was platted as
part of Abend’s Third Addition to Belleville in December 1849, one year after the
Koerner House initially was constructed (St. Clair County Deed Record W:38). When
Abend Street was pushed through, a third elevation of the house was exposed to the
public. The street did not cross any portion of the Koerner property, and, in fact, historic

67

Shawneetown, located on the Ohio River in Gallatin County, was an important commercial center and port-o fentry during the frontier period in Illinois. Besides being the site o f a Government Land Office and a b ran ch o f
the State Bank, the town also was located near a cluster of salt wells (known as “salines”) that were commercially
exploited from 1803 to 1873 (Howard 1972:132-133).
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plats suggest that the Koerners’ ultimately gained a narrow, triangular strip of land left
between their property andthe street, thereby expandingtheir west side yard slightly.
Documentary sources indicate that the yards located along the north (front) and west
sides of the house were fen ced historically and had some ornamental plantings present.
This was the most visible part of the property, and the Koerners no doubt took
considerable care in maintaining its appearance. Historically, a variety of householdrelated activities likely took place in the yards immediately adjoining the east and west
sides of the rear wing of the house. There were several outbuildings located along the
rear of the property, east of the house; these are discussed separately below. The expanse
of land lying between the east side of the house and M ascoutah Avenue appears to have
been kept as open yard and garden space during the nineteenth century.
Circa 1875, the southern end of the original property associated with the Koerner
property (mainly Lot 5) was partitioned off and sold to Gustave A. Koerner, Gustave P’s
eldest son, who erected an imposing two-story, brick Second-Empire-style home there.
In 1893, this house was purchased by attorney William Winkelmann, who subsequently
68
resided there (Belleville Weekly Advocate 29 September 1893, p.1 col. 5). Winkelmann
also owned the Koerner House from 1899 to 1918.
Outbuildings: Historic images illustrate the location of several outbuildings east of the
Koerner House at different points in time. The 1867 bird’s eye view, for example,
depicts a relatively small, one-story, side-gable structure situated east, and slightly south,
of the rear service wing of the house. The building is oriented northeast/southwest,
possibly being aligned to the southern boundary of Koerner’s Addition to Belleville. Due
to the perspective of the bird’s eye, only the south and west elevations of the building are
shown. The south elevation is depicted as having a central doorway framed by two
windows, while the west elevation has two windows. A chimney is present on each gable
end. The function of this outbuilding is unknown, though it reasonably could have served
either as a summer kitchen or a carriage house (both building types being common
features on urban lots of this period). The presence of chimneys on the building would
seem to make a summer kitchen the more likely scenario, though is difficult to say for
certain. The bird’s eye view shows no other outbuildings on the property (ref. Figure 38).
All of the Sanborn maps available for Belleville (1889, 1894, 1900, 1907, 1917, and
1949) show an outbuilding at approximately the same location as that depicted on the
1867 bird’s eye. Rather than running northeast/southwest, however, this structure is
oriented due east/west. The Sanborn maps indicate that the building measured
approximately 12’x20’, was of frame construction, and had a wood-shingle roof (ref.
Figures 3-10, 3-11, 3-13, 3-14, 3-16, and 3-17). A driveway shown on the 1924 plat for
68

On September 29, 1893, the Belleville Weekly Advo cate reported that “ Attorney William Winkelmann purchased,
on Saturday, the elegant stone front resid ent erected by Hon. G. A. Koerner, on Abend Street, paying there for the
sum of $7,500.” T he stone front o f this residen ce has since b een replaced with brick, and the original mansard
roof has been modified.
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the Wehmeyer Place Subdivision appears to be leading to the west end of this building
(ref. Figure 3-19). Although this would seem to suggest that the building served as a
69
carriage house or garage, it is not labeled as such on any of the Sanborn maps . In 1932,
Wilhelmina Wehmeyer took out a $500 insurance policy on an outbuilding adjacent to
her home, which the policy categorizes as a “private garage and/or private barn” and
describes as having a composition roof and a stuccoed exterior (see Figure 5-1). It is
unclear whether this outbuilding was newly constructed or represented the same structure
illustrated on the earlier Sanborn maps, perhaps with updated roofing and wall cladding.
The 1917 and 1949 Sanborn maps show another frame outbuilding located along the
southern edge of the property, on what formerly was Lot 8 of Koerner’s Addition and is
now Lot 3 of the Wehmeyer Place Subdivision. The building is depicted as being small
(approximately 8’x12’), single-story, and as having a bituminous (or composition) roof.
Oddly, the maps depict the footprint of the structure as a parallelogram, with the east and
west walls being canted. The building may have served as storage shed of some kind.
The 1907 Sanborn map shows a small single-story, frame building located in the
southeast corner of the property (on Lot 8 of Koerner’s Addition), facing and aligned to
M ascoutah Avenue. The building, which measured approximately 6’x10’ and had a
metal roof, is labeled “W.C.” The latter abbreviation usually denotes a “water closet”,
meaning a bathroom or privy. If the structure did indeed serve as a privy, what is odd is
that it was positioned some distance from the Koerner House, well beyond what could be
considered convenient for the occupants of the dwelling—not to mention being placed in
a very public setting along M ascoutah Avenue. Considering this, and the fact that
Sanborn maps often do not illustrate private privies (let alone label them), it is possible
that the building in question served as a public privy. Additional research may determine
whether or not Belleville had such facilities.
There is no question that the Koerner House had one or more privies associated with it
prior to the installation of bathrooms in the dwelling in the early twentieth century. A
general idea of the character of the early privy present at the Koerner property can be
derived from the following ordinance adopted by the Belleville Board of Trustees on
August 26, 1851:
"Section 1: Each and every tenement in this City, used as a dwelling
house, shall be furnished with a suitable privy, the vault of which shall be
sunk underground at least five feet deep, and walled with brick or stone,
and shall be so constructed, that the inside of the same shall be at least two
feet distance from the line of every adjoining lot, unless the owner of the
adjoining lot shall agree otherwise, and also the same distance from every
street, lane or avenue." 70
69

Sanborn maps typically d esignate carriage houses with an “ X”, covering the entire building footprint, and label
automobile garages with an “ A”.

70

Section 2 of the ordinan ce stipulated that a sp ecial tax be applied on any tenem ent whose owner failed to comply
with the terms of Section 1 after public notice of the new law had been published.
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Whether this ordinance was strictly adhered to or not by the inhabitants of Belleville is
not known. Similarly, it is entirely possible that whatever privy was present on the
Koerner property in 1848 was wood lined, since it would have pre-dated the previously
cited ordinance. This privy may have survived the 1854 fire and saw use after the
residence was rebuilt.
While the location of the early privies at the Koerner House has not been determined as
of yet, a suspected privy site lies directly south of the west porch, near the south property
line. A partially dismantled brick walkway extends off the south end of the porch and is
aligned to a small depression and cluster of artifacts (small brick fragments, coal,
clinkers, and twentieth century debris) on the ground surface. A privy positioned here
would have allowed a short walk for anyone exiting the house from the side porch. There
also is a depression along the existing eastern property line (immediately adjacent to the
northwest corner of the garage on the neighboring property), which may represent the
remains of a privy pit. Future archaeological investigations might be warranted to
determine if a privy pit is indeed present at either, or both, of these locations.
Wells, Cisterns: Water supply is an important consideration at any domestic site. Prior to
the Koerner House being connected to the public water supply, its occupants would have
obtained their water from a well and one or more cisterns positioned around the dwelling.
The arched opening along the east wall of the rear wing (below Room 105) sp ans what
appears to be a stone-lined well (Feature 21; see Chapter 6) that potentially pre-dates the
construction of the wing. Documentary evidence suggests that water was drawn from
this well with a hand pump on the building’s interior. In his description of the 1854 fire,
Gustave Koerner mentions having “filled a bucket with water in the kitchen” during the
early stages of the conflagration (Koerner 1909 I:605). Additionally, in The Rombauer
Memoirs: To Our Dear Children we learn that “in grandmother Koerner’s kitchen there
was a well…. It was an unusual arrangement to have a well in the house.” (Rombauer
2000). Probate records from the middle 1890s indicate that a Mr. C. A. M onk (Dealer in
Farm M achinery) fished out a chain and repaired a pump for M r. Koerner prior to his
death (see Appendix I). Whether this chain-driven pump was attached to the well or an
adjacent cistern (discussed as Feature 24) is not known.
The large, brick-lined cistern (Feature 24) located along the south side of the bay window
addition (Room 104) is spanned by an arched opening in the foundation wall (like the
suspected well). This suggests that the cistern was already in place when the addition
was constructed. It was conveniently located in close proximity to the east side door to
the kitchen. The slopes of the roofs over the rear half of the main block and rear wingof
the house would have directed rainwater to the west side of the house, away from this
cistern. This would suggest that the cistern probably was filled with water draining off
the northern (front) roof slope of the main block initially and later fed by water shed from
the roof of bay window addition. Currently, it is not known whether the water was
directed into the cistern from downspouts overhead or via tile underground. Further
archaeological investigations might resolve this question. The cistern presumably was
abandoned (or at least saw more limited use) after the house was connected to the public
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water supply . It is possible that there may have been an additional cistern located on the
west side of the house, which is no longer evident above grade. For a discussion of
cisterns in nineteenth century life, refer to M ansberger (2003).
The date at which the Koerner House was connected to the public water supply is not
known with certainty. However, it could not have occurred prior to April 1885, since this
was the date at which Belleville began work on a citywide water system.71
Fences, Walls: Documentary sources indicate several generations of fencing around the
Koerner House lot. In his memoirs, Koerner states that in April 1865 there was “a close
board fence some six feet high between the lawn and street west of the house” (Koerner
1909 II:441). This “close board fence” possibly represented the first episode of fencing
around the property, and it appears to have been replaced shortly after 1865—based on
the circa-1867-69 lithograph of the Koerner House (see Figure 5-2). The lithograph
shows a short picket fence running around the north and west sides of the property,
fronting the juncture of Abend Street and M ascoutah Avenue. The fence sits above a
stone retaining wall, which is built with regularly coursed ashlar masonry laid three
courses high and borders a sidewalk. The fence has thin spindles and square posts with
simple flat caps are present at the corners and gate opening. One suspects this fence to be
of frame construction, as opposed to cast iron. A hinged gate was present on the north
fence, on-line with the front entrance to the house. There are three steps (possibly of
stone) at the base of the gate, leading down to the street level. If the lithograph’s
depiction of the stone retaining wall is accurate, the front and west side yards of the
Koerner property were neatly terraced and set 1’-6” to 2’-0” higher than the level of the
adjoining public sidewalk at this date.
A circa-1890 photograph of the Koerner House shows two distinctly different types of
fencing running around the property. A metal (presumably cast-iron) fence fronts the
yard along the north elevation of the main block and continues around to the west side of
the property. The fence appears to have round posts with finials and very thin spindles.
71

T he need for an improved water supply in Belleville had been recognized as early as the summer of 1854, when
many private wells went dry and city offi cials found it necess ary to padlock the town pump on the Public Square
as a water conservation measure. T he sinking of a second public well, located on Market Square, in 1860 helped
address Belleville’s water needs fo r a time. In the y ears that followed, successive companies were in corporated
with the intention of developing a wat er system in the city, but nothing was done until 1885 when a company
headed by Edward Abend b roke ground. T he water system begun in 1885 was connected to a series o f res ervoirs
located along Richland Creek north o fthe city, consisting of a main reservoir with a 40 million gallon capacity, a
1-million-gallon filtering res ervoir, and a 3 -million-gallon distribution reservoir. The steady growth of Belleville
during this period required that the water system be supplemented within a few years o f its completion. A new
30-acre reservoi r with a 120 million capacity—known as L ake Christine—was begun in 1888, and in 1893 Lake
No. 3 (Lake Lo rrain e), a 70 million gallon reservoir, was put on line. Additional measures had to be undert aken
over the n ext two decades to k eep up with demand. In 1897, the existing city water system was acquired by the
Deep Well Water Works Company, which then sank a series of 500’-deep artesian wells at the foot o f Water
T ower Hill. T he company later dug seven large wells in the American Bottom at Edgemont and constructed a
pumping station there in 1907. All of th ese exp ansion measu res ultimately fell short, however, and in 1912
Belleville decided to connect its water system with that of n eighboring East St. Louis, which used the Mississippi
River as its source ofsupply. Belleville’s old reservoirs and wells were abandoned, though the pumping station at
Edgemont was retained for bringing water into the city (Nebelsick 1978:105-107).
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The metal fence did not continue much past the northeast corner of the main block, at
which point it joined a frame picket fence continuing eastward. The frame fence is
missing a number of spindles, which suggests that it was fairly old when the photograph
was taken. It is possible that the frame picket fence is the same or modified version of
the one shown in the 1867-69 lithograph. The stone retaining wall shown in the
lithograph does not appear in the circa-1890 photograph and apparently had been
removed by this date (ref. Figure 3-12).
A circa-1905 photograph of the William Winkelmann residence at 213 Abend Street
captures the southwest corner of the Koerner property and shows a metal fence running
along the west side of the lot. This fence is similar—if not the same—as that depicted in
the circa-1890 photograph and continues southward across the west side of the
Winkelmann house lot (ref. Figure 3-15).
Driveways, Sidewalks: A public sidewalk has been present along the north and west sides
of the Koerner property since at least the 1860s. The circa-1867-69 lithograph clearly
shows a sidewalk bordering the southeast corner of Abend Street and Mascoutah Avenue.
A curbing—apparently of tabular stone—runs along the edge of the street in this view.
This image also suggests that a private walk ran straight north from the front entrance of
the house to a gate opening onto the public sidewalk. A short stairway, with three steps
and possibly built of stone, is shown on the north side of the gate.
The public sidewalks illustrated in the lithograph may have been installed in 1857, or
soon after. In April 1857, the Belleville City Council passed an ordinance requiring the
property owners along Shawneetown Road (Mascoutah Avenue) between M ain and
Second Streets to pave the sidewalks fronting their properties with brick and edge them
4”-thick stone curbing along the street. Property owners who refused to abide by the
terms of ordinance were subject to a $10 weekly fine (St. Clair Tribune 10 April 1857).
It is unclear whether the Koerner House was covered by this ordinance, since the
property was located on the southern edge of the prescribed area. However, as noted
above, the sidewalks fronting the house certainly do appear to have been paved by the
late 1860s.
The circa-1890 photograph of the Koerner House provides a good illustration of the
public sidewalk along the north side of the property. The sidewalk is paved with brick
laid in a diagonal (possibly herringbone) pattern. Curbing—apparently stone—is present
along the street. The 1924 plat of Wehmeyer Place Subdivision indicates that this
72
sidewalk continued eastward along M ascoutah Avenue. The public sidewalk along the
M ascoutah Avenue side of the property eventually was paved in concrete. By 1984, this
concrete walk had fallen into a state of disrepair (ref. Figure II-1).
A number of private walks also have been documented at the Koerner property. One of
these extended due north from the front entrance of the house to the public sidewalk
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Ordinance 1485, approv ed by the B elleville City Council on February 4, 1924, required that the public sidewalk
on a triangular strip of land fronting Mascoutah Av enue in Wehmey er Place, which had b een don ated to the city
fo r a proposed street widening, be moved and replaced at the city’s expense (St. Clair County Plat Record Y:22).
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along M ascoutah Avenue, as documented in the circa-1867-69 lithograph. This walk
later was redirected to curve around to Abend Street and was paved with concrete.
Although the current concrete pavement probably dates no earlier than the middle
twentieth century, one questions whether this sidewalk could have been redirected as
early as circa 1920, when the residence began to be addressed as 200 Abend (in addition
to 201 M ascoutah). A second concrete sidewalk, which extends off the west porch to
Abend Street, may also have been poured duringthe middle twentieth century . It was via
this sidewalk that the two apartments added to the rear of the house in 1984 (Apt. Nos. 3
and 4) were accessed. The sidewalk may overlay, or follow, an earlier walk, though this
has not been confirmed.
At one time, there was a brick sidewalk extending off the south end of the side porch.
This walkway, which recently was exposed through archaeological testing (see Chapter
6, Tests 4 and 5), potentially led to a privy located along the south lot line. The walk
appears to have been laid down—or at least extended northward—when the porch was
shortened during the early twentieth century. Falling into disuse, the walk eventually was
covered with overburden.
Very late in the nineteenth century, or perhaps early in the twentieth century, a wide brick
pavement (about 9’ wide/deep) was laid down along the east side of the rear wing. This
area likely served as an outdoor workspace for kitchen-related activities. The pavement
continued around the bay window, forming a walkway to the exterior cellar entranceway.
A sidewalk extended off the east edge of the pavement, in a southeasterly direction,
potentially leading to an outbuilding or other outdoor activity area (such as the garden).
These features are further described in Chapters 4 and 6.
There may also have been a curved sidewalk present on the west side of the house at one
time, connecting the front entrance and side porch. A line of daffodils now present in the
west side yard may delineate the path of this conjectured sidewalk, the flowers potentially
being remnants of historic plantings bordering the walk. Future archaeological testing
could confirm the presence or absence of this feature.
The 1924 plat of the Wehmeyer Place Subdivision illustrates a 12’-wide “private drive”
running north/south along the east side of Lot 1, due east of the Koerner House (St. Clair
County Plat Record Y:22; ref. Figure 3-19). It is not known whether this drive predated
1924 or how long it may have persisted. There is no evidence of it on the landscape
today.
Vegetation, Plantings: Structural and archival evidence suggests that a variety of trellises
were located at the Koerner House, both adjacent to the house itself and within the
surrounding yard. A freestanding trellis is documented in the front yard by the circa1867-69 lithograph as well as the circa-1890s photograph. The earlier lithograph also
depicts climbing plants along the west elevation of the main block of the house, although
it does not show a trellis here. The “ghost” of multiple trellises (represented by vertical
lines of differentially painted brick) have been documented on at least three walls of the
Koerner House, including the south wall of the rear wing, as well as both the east and
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west walls of the main block (see Appendix III, Figures 59-60, 72). A comparable wall
trellis is shown on an 1881 lithograph of the R. A. Halbert residence in Belleville,
attached as Figure 5-3.
The circa-1867-69 lithograph also shows numerous plantings around the property,
including a large bush on the west side of the main block, several short shrubs positioned
along the north elevation, and multiple trees in the east and south yards. Archaeological
testing along the east side of the front steps found a pit (Feature 3, see Chapter 6) that
may be associated with one of the shrubs shown in the lithograph or a later replacement.
The circa-1890 photograph shows a number of trees on the Koerner property, including
one in the west yard, two in the east yard (near the north fence line), and one relatively
large tree wedged between the street curb and public sidewalk north of the house.
Additionally, it is known that Mrs. Koerner had a relatively large, formal garden on the
property. We learn from the Rombauer Memoirs that “a large garden in which dozens of
varieties of flowers grew, just east of the house,” during the later 1870s or early 1880s
(Rombauer 2000:10). Although the exact location of this garden is not known, it is
suspected as having been located in the yard to the east of the house. The yard space
available in this area was considerably larger during the Koerners’ period of ownership
than it is at present. The line of daffodils currently present in the west side yard
(referenced in the preceding section) may be remnants of historic floral plantings as well.
Description of Exterior
General Statement: The Gustave Koerner House was built in 1854 as a large two-story,
side-gabled, double-pile, brick dwelling with an L-shaped footprint. It occupied the same
site as the earlier residence destroyed by fire in January 1854. The main block—located
on the north end of the house—had a three-bay façade and a side-hall floor plan. A
narrow two-story, shed-roofed, brick service wing extended off the rear of the main
block. A two-story, L-shaped porch was located on the west side of the rear service wing
within the reentrant angle formed by the juncture of the main block and rear wing.
Although by no means a high-style example of Greek-Revival architecture, the Koerner
House certainly was influenced by this style, as evidenced most notably by the character
of its recessed front entranceway. The dentilled cornice originally present on the front
elevation and the heavy, flat lintels used over the window and door openings also
represent vernacular interpretations of the Greek Revival style.
Circa 1872, a two-story, pentagonal bay window addition was constructed along the east
73
side of the rear wing. Potentially in conjuncture with the construction of this addition,
the eaves on the original house were extended, built-in gutters were constructed in the
wide overhanging eaves, and modillions were added along the front cornice of the main
73

We have no firm dat e for the construction o f the b ay window, though documentary sou rces do p rovide a twentytwo-year window in which it must have occurred. T he bay window does not appear on the 1867 Bird’s Eye view
(Ruger 1867) but is illustrated on the 1889 Sanborn fire insurance map, which is the earliest to depict Koerner
House.
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block. The modillions and bay window were both influenced by the then-popular
Italianate style. Aside from the reconfiguration of the west porch, the exterior of the
house has seen relatively modest changes since the early twentieth century.
Dimensions: When the Koerner House was rebuilt in 1854, it measured 74’-3”
(north/south) by 27’-3” (east/west) at it s widest points and had a footprint covering
approximately 1,509 square feet. These figures include both the main block and rear
service wing, but do not factor in the side porch. The most significant change made to
the dwelling’s footprint involved the construction of the bay window addition on the east
side of the rear wing circa 1872. The addition measured 14’-1-½”x10’-2” at its widest
points and added an additional 126 square feet (approx.) to its footprint.
Foundations: The various sections of the Koerner House rest on stone foundations. The
perimeter foundations are predominately built with sandstone, whereas the interior
foundations were constructed mostly of limestone. Foundations generally are shallow,
with those in the main block extending only approximately 2’ below the ground surface.
Those associated with the rear wing are slightly deeper, being about 2’-8” below grade.
There is strong evidence suggesting that portions of the foundations actually date from
1848 and were reused when the house was rebuilt in 1854. In Room 003 in the basement,
for instance, the interior foundation walls exhibit considerable evidence of in-situ
burning, particularly on the south of this room. An apparent fire line, marked by a
reddish color and/or oxidation of the exterior surface of the stone, is located immediately
above a dark, unburned line that corresponds to where the grade existed prior to this
room’s excavation in the early twentieth century to create an expanded cellar. Alongthe
north wall within this same room, the foundation walls were laid-up with mortar
containing substantial amounts of wood charcoal in its matrix.
Although it is easy to jump to conclusions and to assume that the presence of the in-situ
burning in Room 003 is attributable to 1854 fire, several alternative explanations can be
considered as well. If the in-situ burning is indeed associated with the 1854 fire, it
strongly suggest that the overhead flooring system (both flooring and floor joists) was
completely replaced after the fire, given the fact there is no evidence of burning on any of
these floor joists; and the fire clearly would have been of a sufficient intensity to have
significantly damaged the overhead joists for the foundation stones to have been heated
to the extent they were. As such, either 1) this in-situ burning represents an early episode
of heating pre-dating the construction of the flooring system, or 2) the Koerner House
was rebuilt after the fire, from the first floor on up. Regarding the first possibility, the insitu burning might have been associated with the early days of construction activity and
represents controlled burning by the construction crew during the building of the original
foundations (either for heat to warm themselves and their construction materials,74 or for
the disposal of unwanted scrap building materials), though it does seem odd for a fire to
have been intentionally set that close to the foundations. If the second scenario is correct
(as we suspect it is), the perimeter foundations under the house date from 1848 and were
74

Sometimes masonry contractors h eat their s and and water du ring cold weather, which could explain the presence
of the limited burning on the foundations, as well as the charcoal in the mortar.
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partially reused when the house was rebuilt in 1854. This rebuilding effort would have
involved the replacement of much, if not all, of the interior framing in the building and
the potential complete rebuilding of the interior brick partition walls in the main block of
the house. It is of note that the interior foundations within the main block butt up to the
perimeter foundations, as opposed to being interlocking with them. Such an arran gement
typically indicates two episodes of construction, with the interior foundations in this case
being later. If the interior foundations indeed were added during the 1854 rebuilding (as
the charcoal found in the mortar of the north foundation wall of Room 003 further
suggests), it may indicate that the interior partition walls in the 1848 structure were of
frame construction, as opposed to brick, and that the existing masonry walls were added
after the fire, perhaps as a fire-prevention measure. Such a modification would have
required the construction of full interior foundation walls. Interior frame walls, by
contrast, can be supported simply by floor joists provided the span is not too great, and if
further support is necessary an underlyingbeam resting on piers can be employed.
Foundation work conducted around the Koerner House in the twentieth century involved
the use of concrete. Concrete was used for portions of the foundations beneath Room
107B, the deck on the side porch, and the basement window wells added for Room 003.
Walls: The exterior walls of the house were built of locally produced, soft-mud brick laid
in a common bond pattern. The exposed exterior surface of the brick was painted
relatively early in the house’s history. Paint samples taken on the east elevation, for
instance, confirm at least two paint episodes here prior to the bay window addition being
constructed circa 1872. There also is some evidence for the original 1848 house having
been painted, based on brick fragments recovered in the crawl space beneath Room 102
(ref. Figure 6-44). A detailed exterior paint chronology for the house is presented in
Chapter 7.
Brick was a favored construction material in Belleville during the middle and late
nineteenth century, and several brickyards were located in close proximity to the Koerner
House. The 1867 bird’s eye view of Belleville, for instance, shows a brickyard located at
the east end of Washington Street, several blocks northeast of the Koerner House (Ruger
1867). The 1872 county atlas illustrates two other brickyards nearby. One of these was
located just around the corner from the Koerner House, on the 300 block of Mascoutah
Avenue, and was owned by the Ehert family. G. Rodemeier also had a brickyard located
a little farther south, 1-½ blocks east of Abend Street (Warner and Beers 1872; ref. Figure
3-9). However, it is impossible to state with any certainty whether the bricks used on
Koerner House were obtained from any of these specific yards.
When Rooms 107B and 207B were framed out very early in the twentieth century (circa
1900), their exterior walls were covered with narrow, beveled weatherboard with 2-½”
exposure. The west walls of Rooms 107B and 207B later were covered with asbestos
shingles, whereas the southern walls of these rooms (which were sheltered by the side
porch) eventually had aluminum siding applied over them.
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Structural System, Framing: The interior floor system and roof predominately were
framed with full-dimensional, vertical-sawn, non-surfaced, non-local white pine lumber.
One exception was the roof sheathing, which was variably sized, circular-sawn, nonedged or “flitch cut” oak and presumably was locally procured. This mix of local and
non-local framing stock is typical of the period in which the Koerner House was
constructed. The bay window addition was constructed with non-surfaced, white pine
lumber cut with both vertical and circular saws. All of the framing in the original house
and bay window addition was attached with machine-cut nails. Specific details on
framing material are provided in Chapter 4.
Porches, Stoops: Throughout its history, the Koener House has had a recessed front
entranceway (Room 100), or stoop , located on the north elevation of the main block,
which is accessible by means of a short flight of stone steps flanked by stone cheekwalls.
This entranceway appears to have seen little change through the years and is described in
more detail in Chapter 4.
The Koerner House originally had a two-story porch situated in the reentrant angle
formed by the juncture of the main b lock and rear service wing. This porch (discussed as
Rooms 107 and 207) is illustrated by a number of historic images, including the circa1867-69 lithograph and later Sanborn maps. It was L-shaped, approximately 8’
wide/deep, and extended from the southwest corner of the main block to the southwest
corner of the rear wing. Eight exterior doorways once opened onto it (Openings 103,
116, 123, 127, 214, 216, 223, and 226). The porch was of frame construction and rested
on stone foundations (see Chapter 6, Feature 4).
The side porch served a number of functions during the Koerners’ period of occupation.
It primarily served as a point of access between the main block and rear wing but also
provided a semi-private entrance to the suspected servants’ quarters on the second floor
(one that protected the Koerners’ privacy as well). The area may also have been used as
a sleeping porch during the warmer months of the year and provided a sheltered location
for kitchen-related activities. The original use of the side porch as the principal access
point between main block and rear wing (as opposed to interior doorways) is a rather
unique design feature—one that is discussed in more depth in the summary section at the
end of this chapter.
The first floor of the side porch was supported by 2”x8” oak joists whose inner end was
supported by a plate attached to nailers integrated within the brick walls. The flooring
was tongue-and-groove white pine. The main porch posts measured 5-¼” square, were
white pine, had chamfered corners, and extended to the porch roof. The upper deck was
supported by 2”x7-½” joists placed 16” on center. The interior ends of the joists on the
southern (or long) leg of the porch were supported by a 5”x5-¼”beam running between
the corner post and west wall of the rear wing. The beam, which was connected to the
post with a simple scarf joint, had beaded corners on its lower side. The floor joists for
the upper porch deck were notched around this beam with a stepped lap, or “gained,”
joint. The fact that the beam was painted with a light-green paint whereas the joists
resting upon it were left unpainted strongly suggests that the former represents reused
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stock. Indeed, the beam may actually be associated with the 1848 house, survived the
1854 fire, and was reused when the house was rebuilt; if so, it would indicate that the
1848 porch had an open ceiling, but this question simply cannot be answered with
certainty. However, the available data does indicate that the ceiling on the lower deck of
porch was closed when the house was rebuilt in 1854; otherwise, the joists here would
have been painted as the beam supporting them is. The material used to enclose the
ceiling on the lower deck ¾”x5-¼”, tongue-and-groove white pine.
The upper deck of the side porch originally was accessed by means of a stairway having a
straight run risin g from north to south. The fact that most of the brickwork encapsulated
within Room 107C (located beneath the existing porch stairway) has never been painted
would indicate that the space beneath the porch stairway was enclosed in some manner
from 1854. This space likely was used for general storage, perhaps for heatingmaterials
(wood or coal), yard tools, or materials utilized in the various kitchen-related activities
undertaken on the porch.
The upper deck of the original side porch had a wood frame deck, which measured 8’-0”
to 8’-1” wide and was given a slope in order to shed water. The ceiling joists on the
upper deck of the porch were 2”x4” white pine. The outer ends of the joists originally
rested upon a 4”x5” plate that was boxed in with 1”-thick boards,75 while the inner ends
of the joists sat in pockets in the brick wall. The rafters were 2- ½”x4”, circular-sawn
white pine and shared the same plate as the ceiling joists. A finished ceiling certainly
appears to have been in place on the upper deck very early on, based on the fact that the
paint line on the exterior brick walls ends at the ceiling level. The underside of the
76
ceiling joists appears to have been enclosed with lath and plaster originally.
The circa-1867-69 lithograph depicts the upper deck of the side porch with a paneled
balustrade (see Figure 5-4). Physical evidence, however, suggests that the porch had a
more traditional, open balustrade having 1-¼” square spindles placed 4-¼” on-center (or
with a 3” gap in-between) and an upper rail measuring 1-¾”x4-¾” with rounded upper
edges. It is not known whether the 1867-69 depiction represents an earlier porch
configuration that pre-dates the existing physical evidence, or whether this depiction
simply represents an artist’s creativity. In either event, a balustrade with spindles
certainly appears to have been in place by Period 3 (c1872-1896), during the later years
of the Koerner occupation. The various porch fragments recovered during the
investigation of the house provide sufficient data to allow an accurate reconstruction of
the nineteenth-century porch balustrade. Line drawings illustrating the character of
original porch and balustrade are attached as Figures 5-5 through 5-7.
Both archival and physical evidence suggests that the northern end portion of the lower
porch had been by enclosed by Period 3. The Rombauer Memoirs, which reflect on the
75

T his plate has deteriorated and only a small fragment o f it survives in the southwest corner of Room 207B.
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Although the use of plaster and lath on a ceiling exposed to exterior conditions may seem odd by today’s
standards, these same m aterials were employed to enclose th e ceiling on the front porch o fth e Elijah Iles Hous e,
an early historic home in Springfield, Illinois.
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late 1870s or 1880s time frame, notes that there was “a large porch on the ground floor,
the porch being in part enclosed in glass” (Rombauer 2000:10). Evidence for a glass
enclosure (or at least a screened enclosure) has been identified in Room 107B, as detailed
above in Chapter 4. The available evidence suggests that the glassed/screened-in portion
of the porch minimally included the area now occupied by Room 107B and likely
continued to the southwest corner of the main block. A doorway was present in the south
wall of the glassed/screened-in portion of porch, located roughly opposite Door 103.
Further demolition of Room 107B—particularly better exposing the west side of the
original porch post encapsulated here—would help confirm that the porch enclosure did
in fact extend to the southwest corner of the main block, as it is suspected to have done
(see Figure 5-8). The apparent absence of paint on the surviving porch post, at the point
where the lower wall/rail of the porch enclosure butted into it, raises a tantalizing
prospect of the porch enclosure actually dating to 1854. If this were true, however, one
would expect to find a section of unpainted brick on the wall of the rear wing, opposite
the post, which is not the case. Based on the evidence available at present, the “glassed”
porch enclosure appears to have been installed in Period 3, possibly in conjuncture with
the construction ofthe bay window (and resultingexpansion of Room 104).
Early in the twentieth century, theplaster-and-lath ceiling on the upper deck of the porch
was torn out and replaced with ¾”x3-¼”, tongue-and-groove, yellow pine beadboard,
77
applied with machine-cut nails. This modification is suspected to have occurred early
in Period 4 (1899-c1912) and to have taken place in conjuncture with the framing out of
Room 207B for use as a bathroom. The fact that the beadboard above the south wall of
Room 207B is not painted, or otherwise finished, supports the premise that the beadboard
and wall were installed at the same time. Room 107B is suspected to have been framed
out at the same time as Room 207B. The construction of these two rooms no doubt
involved the removal of the extreme western end of the north leg of the original porch, as
this section would no longer have been of any real use. Subsequent changes relating to
Rooms 107B and 207B are described in more detail below, in the discussion of interior
rooms.
The side porch eventually was drawn back from the southwest corner of the rear block to
create a shorter porch with a straight run as opposed to the larger L-shaped one present in
Periods 2 and 3. The depth of the deck also was narrowed by about 1’ (from 8’ to 7’),
thus creating the porch we see today.
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The use of machine-cut nails fo r the beadboard ceiling is of note considering that wire nails were used for the
walls of Room 207B, which appear to be contempo rary with the ceiling. T his suggests that the ceiling and walls
were constru cted during the t ransition period when wire nails were supplanting cut n ails (circa 1900) in the
marketplace. Even after wire n ails becam e the norm, machine-cut nails were still favored by some carpenters for
certain jobs where they were perceived to have g reat er holding power over time than their wire counterparts, such
as in laying flooring. A similar approach seems to have been taken in regard to the beadboard ceiling on the upper
deck o f the side porch.
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While the side porch is believed to have assumed its present configuration during the first
half of the twentieth century, it is not known exactly when this change(s) occurred. 78
Several p ossible scenarios can be considered. One possibility is that the porch was
reconfigured in a single episode in Period 4, in conjuncture with the framing out of
Rooms 107B and 207B. Another option is that porch was altered in at least two stages,
beginnin g with the shortening and enclosure of the northern leg of the porch to create
Rooms 107B and 207B in Period 4, and then followed by the shortening and narrowing
of the surviving open porch in either Periods 5 or Period 6. An alternative scenario
involves the creation of Rooms 107B and 207B and the shortening of the southern legof
the porch having occurred at the same time (Period 4) and being followed by the
narrowing of the porch deck in a later period (Periods 5 or 6). Physical evidence supports
the latter two scenarios more so than the first. Indeed, paint lines on the exterior siding
on the south wall of Rooms 207B suggest that the southern leg of the porch maintained
its original width for some time after this room was created. Our assessment is that the
northern end of the original porch was altered at the beginning of Period 4, and that the
southern leg retained its original configuration until Period 6 (1918-1946) at which time
it was both shortened and narrowed. This change potentially occurred in conjection with
the addition of the third apartment circa 1932.
Balconies: A second-floor balcony once was present along the east side of the house.
The balcony measured approximately 3’x14’ and was supported by three ornamental iron
brackets inserted into the brickwork. It was located off a bedroom (Room 202) and was
accessed by way of a set of French-style doors (Opening 207). The balcony may have
served as a general-purpose porch in association with a main bedroom, as a seasonal
79
sleeping porch, and perhaps also as a platform for making speeches on occasion. The
circa-1890 photograph of the Koerner House indicates that the balcony’s deck and railing
had been removed by this time, leaving only the three brackets we see today. This
suggests that the balcony must have seen limited use during the later years of the Koerner
occupation and apparently did not merit maintaining in the family’s estimation.
Bulkheads: As originally constructed, the Koerner House had a single cellar room
located beneath the north end of the rear wing. This room (Room 004) initially was
accessible only from the interior of the house, via a stairway leading down from Room
104. Later on—potentially during the 1854 rebuilding—an original window opening
(Opening 006) in Room 004 was converted into an exterior doorway with bulkhead
entranceway. The sidewalls of the early bulkhead were of built of stone and their top
edge was sloped downward from the house in order to shed water. The bulkhead
measured 2’5”x6’-2” on its interior.
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One frustrating aspect o f the Sanborn m aps availabl e for the Koern er Hous e is that that they show no ch anges to
the side porch through time—consistently depicting it as an open, L-shaped porch (as it originally was)—even
though there is solid physical eviden ce o f Rooms 107B and 207B h aving been created and the porch short ened
before 1949, the date of the most recent Sanborn maps for Belleville consulted fo r the project.
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One local leg end relates th at Abraham Lincoln m ade a sp eech from a similar b alcony at the John Sch eel House
during his visit to Belleville in 1858.
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This first generation bulkhead was eliminated when the bay window addition was built
over it circa 1872. Its sidewalls subsequently were incorporated into the present long
corridor connecting Room 004 with a new bulkhead located along the east side of the
addition. The profile of the earlier bulkhead is still evident in the stone sidewalls of the
corridor. The new bulkhead added circa 1872 had brick walls. The circa-1872 bulkhead
remains in use to this day, though a historic door is no longer present.
Gustave Koerner’s probate records report the construction of a “new cellar door” by a
Blomenkamp and Company (advertised as Carpenters and Builders) in the late 1890s.
This work involved the use of, among other things, “flooring for one cellar door,” which
suggests that tongue and groove flooring was used to construct the door in question. The
company also billed for “two pair hinges and screws” (see Appendix I). The invoice for
this work is not dated, but it presumably was submitted during the period between
Gustave Koerner’s death in April 1896 and the final settlement of his estate in July
1898.80 Whether this cellar door was located at the Koerner House is not known for
certain, but it is reasonable to assume that it was since the related costs were billed to
Koerner’s estate. Even so, we can’t say for certain that the door built by Blomenkamp
was located over the exterior bulkhead or the interior entrance in Room 104.
Chimneys: The main block of the house originally had four brick chimneys, which were
integrated into the gable-end walls. Three of the chimneys were functioning, while the
southwestern one appears to have been purely decorative, in order to provide symmetry
to the house. The 1867-69 lithograph suggests that at least one of the upper courses of
brickwork on the chimneys was stepped out from the courses below, providing a simple
corbel (see Figure 5-9).
The rear wing originally had two chimneys, which were incorporated into the east wall of
the wing. The northern of these chimneys was removed completely when the bay
window addition was constructed circa 1872. It was replaced by a new chimney stack
integrated into the southwest corner of the addition.
Following the installation of central heating system in the dwelling in the early twentieth
century, most of the chimneys ceased to be actively used. The western chimneys in the
main block eventually were taken down below the roofline, possibly in 1984. See
Chapter 4 for additional details.
Openings
Doorways and Doors: The Koerner House originally had eleven exterior
doorways on its first and second floors. M ost of these had four-paneled doors.
One of the exterior doorways (Opening 100) was located within the recessed
entranceway previously mentioned on the north elevation, which historically has
served as the formal entrance to the house. Not surprisingly, this opening was
wider and more ornate than the other doorways in the house, being flanked by
both side and transom lights. Eight exterior doorways originally opened onto the
80

A sep arate invoice submitted by Blomenkamp & Company to Koerner’s est ate is dat ed May 12, 1898 (St. Clair
County Probate Record, Roll 122, Seq. 400063.
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west porch, two being located on south side of the main block and the other sixon
the west side of the service wing. The doorways in question were stacked above
one another, four per floor, and had 2” casings with a narrow bead applied around
their exterior face. The tenth exterior doorway (Opening121) was located on the
east side of the service wing and allowed access to the east yard. In contrast to
the doorways accessing the side porch, Opening 121 had a sash door with two
lights and a transom window above. The paired “French” doors associated with
Opening 207, which accessed the balcony on the east side of the house, also were
sash doors.
Early in the twentieth century, Openings 116 and 216 were enclosed in
conjuncture with the construction of Rooms 107B and 207B. Later on, Openings
127 and 226 were converted to windows. The latter alteration is suspected to
have taken place after the side porch was shorted in Period 6. Reference Chapter
4 and the room descriptions below for more information on exterior doorways and
doors.
Windows: The windows in the original house originally consisted of double-hung
sash with six-over-six lights. Those in the bay window addition had double-hung
sash with two-over-two sash. Window openings directly exposed to the elements
had stone lintels and sills, while those sheltered within the side porch had wood
sills and lintels. Shutters were present on all of the original windows on the first
and second floors of the house.
Two new windows (Openings 115 and 215) were added to the house after Rooms
107B and 207B were built out early in the twentieth century. Later on, in Period
6, a new window (Opening 101) was added on the west side of the entrance hall
and two original doorways (Openings 127 and 226) were converted into windows.
Another window change believed to have taken place in Period 6 involved the
conversion of the window sashes associated with Openings 106 and 107 from sixover-six to six-over-one lights. The original muntins and glazing in the lower
sashes of these windows were removed to accommodate larger, single panes of
glass. This change may have occurred circa 1920, very early in Period 6.
Reference See Chapter 4 for additional details on existingwindows.
Roof
Shape, Covering, Material: The main block of the house has a side-gabled roof
with an approximate 6-12 pitch, while the rear service wing of the house has a
shed roof with a 3-12 pitch. The basic shape and slope of these roofs has not
changed since 1854, although the materials covering them have. Although no
evidence of the original roof covering has survived in situ, a rived, white-pine
shingle was recovered during the field investigations. Wood shingles were the
most common roofing material used at the time the Koerner House was rebuilt in
1854, and it is very reasonable to believe that the dwelling had a wood shingle
roof in Period 2. The one image of the house available from this period—the
1867-69 lithograph—does not challenge this assertion in any way.
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By 1889, however, the Sanborn-Perris M ap Company indicated that a noncombustible roof was present on all parts of the house (main block, rear wing, and
bay window addition), meaning that they were covered either by metal, slate, tile,
or asbestos shingle. The circa-1890 photograph of the house strongly suggests
that standing-seam metal was the most likely material used. Standing-seam metal
roofing was readily available in the late nineteenth century, and the fact that
Gustave Koerner’s son Henry was employed at the Hegeler-M attiessen zinc
works at La Salle, Illinois no doubt exposed Gustave and Sophie Koerner to the
benefits of weather-resistant metal as a roofing material. The standing-seam
metal roof likely was installed circa 1872, at the beginning of Period 3, when the
eaves on the main block were extended (seen next section) and the bay window
addition was construction. Later Sanborn fire insurance maps published in 1894,
1900, 1907, 1917, and 1949 all indicate a non-combustible roof in place. This is
further substantiated by a 1932 insurance policy, which notes that the house had a
“metal” roof (ref. Figure 5-1).
The existing asphalt roof on the house is suspected to have been installed in
conjuncture with, or soon after, the conversion of the house into a four-unit
apartment building in 1984. This modification would have involved the removal
of the pre-existing standing–seam metal roofing, the nailing of plywood sheathing
over the original spaced flitch-cut plank sheathing, and the application of asphalt
shingles. Rolled roofing was applied over the bay window addition.
Cornice, Eaves, Gutters: The circa 1867-69 lithograph indicates that the main
block of the Koerner House originally had close eaves, with virtually no roof
overhang. The front (north) elevation had a stepped, but shallow, corbelled brick
cornice with dentils running along its length. The cornice had short returns on the
adjoining gable-end walls (see Figure 5-10). This type of simplified Classical
cornice is found on many other contemporary brick dwellings in Belleville, and is
representative of the German interpretation of Greek-Revival style in the
Belleville region. The cornice on the rear (south) elevation of the main block was
trimmed out with a beaded frieze board. A narrow fascia board was present along
the rake on the gable-end walls. The structural investigation of the house suggests
that the rear wing also appears to have had close eaves originally. The cornice on
the east side of the wing was trimmed out with a flat 1”x6” board.
Circa 1872, the eaves on the main block were extended. The extended eaves on
the north elevation had boxed-in, frame gutters, and Italianate-influenced
modillions were added beneath the eave (aligned to the pre-existing brick dentils).
The Italianate-influenced cornice was continued a short distance around each
corner giving the gable end walls “return cornices.” Similar returns were
constructed around both the southeast and southwest corners of the main block of
the house. The eaves on the rear wing also were extended during this period.
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The reconfiguration of the eaves on the original house is suspected to have
occurred in conjuncture with the construction of the bay window addition circa
1872. The bay window addition was provided with shallow boxed eaves and
molded frieze board.
The circa 1867-69 lithograph illustrates no guttering or downspouts on the main
block of the house. However, there may have been some guttering on the rear
wing, potentially feeding into a cistern on the east and/or west sides of the house.
When the eaves on the house were extended circa 1872, a built-in gutter was
integrated into the eave on the north elevation, which drained into a downspout on
the northeast corner of the main block. The bay window addition also had a builtin gutter integrated into its eaves. This gutter drained into a downspout located on
the southwest corner of the addition, which, in turn, originally directed rainwater
into a cistern (see Chapter 6, Feature 24). In 1984, or later, the built-in gutters
were covered over by asphalt roofing and aluminum gutters were attached to the
house.
Description of Interior
First Floor: The main block of the Koerner House was built with a double-pile, side-hall
floor plan. On the first floor, a hallway (Room 101) extended the full depth of the west
of the house and was graced by an ornate, open stairway leadingto the upper floors. The
hall was flanked by two principal rooms on the east (Rooms 102 and 103), which served
as “front” and “back” parlors during the Koerner’s period of occupation. A wide
doorway separated these two rooms and allowed them to be joined into a common space
in the event of large formal gatherings. The service wing attached to the rear (or south)
of the main block originally was divided into three rooms (Rooms 104, 105, and 106),
which were aligned linearly to one another and were utilized for kitchen-related
activities. M odifications to the first floor plan were relatively modest until the 1984
remodeling. Specific changes made to individual rooms through time are outlined below.
Room 101: This room is a formal entrance hall and has served as the main point of
entry into the Koerner House through the home’s history. Originally, the hall was
accessible through two exterior doorways: a formal entrance (Door 100) on the north,
associated with the recessed entryway discussed as Room 100; and an informal
entrance (Door 103) on the south, accessed via the west porch. Interior doorways on
the east side of the hall opened into Rooms 102 and 103. The south end of the hall
was dominated by an open stairway with two flights of steps leading to the second
floor. The hall and the adjoining “front parlor” (Room 102) were provided with the
most detailed trimwork in the house, reflecting their status as the most public rooms
in the house. The only windows originally present in the hallway were the side and
transom lights framing the front entrance. The circa 1867-69 lithograph shows no
windows present on the west side of the hall. A gas lighting fixture was installed in
the center of the ceiling circa 1872.
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The hallway appears to have experienced relatively little change until the early
twentieth century. Circa 1900, the original exterior doorway at the south end of the
hall became an interior doorway when the north end of the side porch was enclosed to
create Room 107B. When the house was wired for electricity in the early 1920s, a
new ceiling light was installed in the hall at the same location formerly occupied by
the gas fixture. An interesting Art-Deco-period light fixture ultimately was installed
here, which remained in place until very recently. The ceiling light was controlled by
a switch on the east wall. During the 1920s or 1930s (in Period 6), a double casement
window (101) was installed on the west side of the hall, significantly enhancing the
amount of light in the room. A radiator also was added along the east wall of the hall
during the early twentieth century.
During the period the Koerner House functioned as the Heidleberg Nursing Home
(Period 8, 1963-1983), a number of features were installed in the hall for the safety
and convenience of its occupants. These included handrails along on the east and
west walls, and a wall-mounted payphone on the west. A circuit panel (for which we
have evidence at the south end of the hall) may have been installed during this period
as well, although it is possible that several generations of panels/fuse boxes were
located at this same spot, withthe earliest dating from the 1920s.
During the 1984 remodeling, Doorways 102 and 105 were blocked off from the hall,
the east side of the stairway was framed in, and the wall and ceiling surfaces were
furred out and covered with ½” gypsum wallboard. In addition, a new partition wall
with a steel fire door was constructed to separate the front and rear halves of the
hallway. The front half of the room functioned as a public entrance hall, serving the
two apartments in the main block (No. 1 and 2), whereas the rear half of the hallway
was integrated into Apartment 1, which was entered through the fire door mentioned.
The original door present at the front entrance (Doorway 100) may have been
replaced duringthis period as well. Linoleum with fiberboard underlayment also was
put down in the hall in 1984, or later.
Room 101A: This small chamber, located beneath the stairway to the second floor,
served as a storage closet historically. It was separated from the adjoining entrance
hall by a paneled plank wall, of which its doorway (102) represented a continuation
of and likely resembled stylistically. The room was painted early in its history and
was equipped with several shelves along its west wall. Post-1900, a clothes rack was
installed in the closet, and a simple, flat baseboard was p ut down along the south and
west walls with wire nails. The room eventually was wallpapered, apparently post1900.
In 1984, Room 101A was closed off entirely during the remodeling undertaken that
year. The historic door associated with Opening 102 may also have been removed at
that time, if not earlier. The room was re-exposed in 2005.
Room 102: Room 102 is located on the north end of the main block and historically
functioned as the “front parlor” during the Koerner’s period of occupation. This
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spacious room was accessible from the entrance hall, through Doorway 105, and had
two windows (106 and 107) on its north side, facing out onto the juncture of
Mascoutah Avenue and Abend Street. A wide, double doorway (Doorway 110)
separated the chamber from Room 103 (the “back parlor”) to the south of it. Room
102 was the most formal room in the house. Indicators of this status include the
room’s detailed molded trim, its paneled door jambs, the paneled walls beneath
Windows 106 and 107, and its fireplace with a Classical-inspired mantel centered on
its east wall. Of the four fireplaces in the house, this was the only one provided with
side panels.
This fireplace was flanked by two of the blind windows discussed earlier in the text
(Openings 108 and 109), and it is possible that tall book cases and/or similar pieces of
furniture (which otherwise would have blocked a window) were positioned against
the interior side of these false openings early in the house’s history. Probate records
indicate that Gustave Koerner owned 500 books at the time of his death, and some of
these volumes may have been shelved in cases alongthe east wall of Room 102.
The fireplace is suspected to have been designed for burning wood originally. It
eventually was converted to a coal burner—a change involving the installation of a
cast iron shroud with Italianate detailing and the eventual relining of the firebox with
fire brick (as also was done in Room 202 above). When the fireplace finally was
abandoned, wadded-up newspapers from the September 14, 1964 St. Louis GlobeDemocrat were stuffed into its flue, and a plywood panel was installed over the
firebo x. The Italianate coal-burner shroud was retained for decoration. These
changes likely occurred after the building was turned into a retirement home during
the early 1960s. Prior to this, however, the room already had been supplied with a
radiator, which was located on the east wall, south of the fireplace.
After the house was supplied with gas lighting circa 1872, a gas fixture was installed
in the center of the ceiling. The early electrical system in Room 102 had knob-andtube wiring consisting of a single overhead light fixture, operated by a light switch on
the west wall. No evidence of early wall outlets was found during the investigations.
During the middle twentieth century, however, three surface mounted outlets were
installed, with two being placed on the north wall and the third on the east.
The walls and ceilings in Room 102 originally were painted and later were
wallpapered. Paint lines on the flooring suggest that the room 102 had a central rug
or carpet early in its history. The exposed flooring around the periphery of the
rug/carpet was painted in at least two, if not three, episodes before being covered over
completely. Figure 5-11 illustrates these paint sequences. Additional information
regarding the historic floor finishes in Room 102 is presented in Chapter 7.
During the 1984 remolding, Doorway 105 was blocked off and a bedroom, two
closets, and a small hallway were created within Room 102. Doorway 110 was
reduced to a standard-sized doorway at this time, in order to accommodate the new
room partitions. In addition, the walls were furred out and covered with ½” gypsum
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wallboard, and a drop ceiling was installed. Nominal-sized 1”x3” furring strips were
applied to the interior walls on the south and west, while 2”x4”-stud walls were
constructed along the north and east. An electrical panel for Apartment 1 was
installed within the eastern of the two closets built out along the south wall of Room
102. The non-original partitions were removed in the spring of 2005 to facilitate the
historic structure investigation.
Room 103: This room is located directly south of Room 102 and apparently served
as the Koerners’ “back parlor”, or “family parlor.” It originally was accessible from
the hallway through a doorway (104) on the west, and from Room 102 by way of the
wide double door (110) on its north side. The room was illuminated by three
windows, two of which were located on the east side of the room and a third on the
south, facing onto the west porch. A central fireplace located along the east wall
separated the two windows here (Windows 111 and 112). Although Rooms 102 and
103 were capable of being joined into a common entertainment space through the
wide doorway in their common wall, there were subtle differences in the character of
the trim used in them. The trim in Room 103 was slightly less detailed than that
applied in Room 102, reflecting their respective roles as “back” and “front” parlors.
One indicator of Room 103’s lower status is the absence of panels beneath the
windows and the lack of side panelingon the fireplace.
Gustave Koerner himself provided some sense of what Room 103 appeared like circa
1865 in his memoirs. Koerner recalled a strange occurrence on the night Abraham
Lincoln was assassinated (April 14, 1865):
We were sitting in our back parlor around the center-table, some
reading, others doing needle-work, when we heard the report of a
gun between nine and ten o’clock. It was so loud that we supposed
the gun had been fired on our back-porch, which runs along the
west side of the south wing of the house. Our room had a window
looking out on the porch, and I immediately rose, raised the
window, but could see no person nor any smoke. I then went out
on the porch and the lawn around our house. Nothing was to be
seen (Koerner 1909 II:441).
A key indicator of which room in the house Koerner is discussing here is his
81
description of the window he raised, which corresponds exactly wit h Window 114.
Koerner’s account thus indicates that Room 103 was equipped with a center table in
1865 and was used by the family as personal living space for such activities as
reading and needlework. Circa 1872 a gas light fixture was added in the center of
ceiling. As in Room 102, there is evidence of a central rug or carpet having been
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Prior to the discovery of this opening during the current investigations, it was thought that Room 104 was the
most likely candidate for the Ko erners’ “ back parlor”, and this room was inco rrectly discussed as such in the
National Register Nomination prepared for the house (Stratton 2004:7.2).
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present in Room 103 early in its history. The exposed portions of the flooring were
painted in several episodes, as illustrated by Figure 5-12.
Originally, there was no direct interior access between the main block and the rear
service wing. This was changed with the addition of Doorway 113 in the south wall
of Room 103. We believe Doorway 113 was created circa 1912, during William
Winklemann’s period of ownership (1899-1918).
Following the installation of a central hot-water heating system in the house durin g
the early twentieth century, the fireplace on the east side of the room was abandoned,
and its chimney was utilized for venting a boiler in the basement. The firebox was
bricked in and covered over. Radiators were installed on either side of the fireplace.
In the 1920s, Window 114 was enclosed. This window, which originally looked out
onto the porch, by this time faced onto Room 107—a bathroom by circa 1912.
Initially, the glass on the lower window sash had been painted to provide more
privacy for those usingthe bathroom.
During the 1984 apartment remodeling, a utility room (with electric furnace and hot
water heater) was framed out in the northwest corner of Room 103, which thereafter
functioned as a kitchen and dining room for Apartment 1. Also at this time, the walls
were furred out and covered over with ½” gypsum wallboard, and a drop ceiling was
installed. The north, west, and south walls were furred out with 1”x3”, while 2”x4”s
were used on the exterior wall on the east.
Room 104: This is the northern room of the rear service wing. As originally
constructed, the room measured approximately 12’-4-3/8”x11’-6-½” and was
connected to Room 105 through an interior doorway (120) in its south wall. An
exterior doorway (116) on the west opened onto the side porch. There was no direct
interior access to the main block. A chimney originally was located along the east
side of the room. There likely was a window opening along this wall as well,
82
positioned to the north of the chimney. Evidence in the floor suggests that the
original interior stair opening to basement Room 004 was located in the southwest
corner of Room 104 and measured 2’-7”x5’-4”. The opening probably consisted of a
trap door located within the floor, considering that there is no evidence of a stair
enclosure from this period. The trap door appears to have persisted into the early
years of the twentieth century (Period 4).
Circa 1872, when the bay addition was constructed, the original east wall in the room
was completely removed, along with the chimney and suspected window present
here. The addition nearly doubled the size of the room, expanding it to 12’-43/8”x23’-1-3/8”x, and provided three new windows on the east. A new chimney,
with a stove flue, was added along the south wall of the bay, near its juncture with the
original wing. The room also was supplied with gas lighting around this time, with a
82

T he presence o f a window opening here admittedly is conjectural, but it is strongly suggested by a h ead er beam
present in the ceiling framing, which is similar to those used above other window openings in the rear wing.
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single ceiling fixture centered within the expanded room. The flooring around the
edges of the room was painted, while the center was bare during this period, which
suggests the presence of a central rug, carpet, or other floor covering; this
arrangement persisted into the early twentieth century.
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Circa 1912, the basement stair opening was enlarged, shifted to the north, and an
entirely new set of steps constructed into Room 004. When the stairs were modified,
the south end of the original opening was framed in and covered with reused
floorboards (the boards having come from the section of floor into which stair
opening had been expanded). The framing of the new stair opening also utilized
boards believed to have originated from the side porch (Room 107). Several old
pieces of fabric, including a whole dress, were used to fill up an abandoned joist
pocket on the west side of the reconfigured stair opening. In conjunction with the
stair modification, a 3” partition wall was constructed across the west end of Room
104, thus creating a narrow stair hall for the basement stairs. This hall is discussed
separately in the following section as Room 104A. Another alteration made at this
time was the abandonment of Door 116, which likely was done in conjuncture with
the creation of a new doorway (113) in the north wall of the room (thereby allowing
direct access to Room 103). Door 116 was closed off and seven shelves installed in
the space framed by the opening.
During the early 1920s (Period 6a), the wood flooring in Room 104 was covered with
linoleum. Newspapers used as underlayment for the linoleum include issues of the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch from the spring of 1921. The room also was electrified during
this period. Figure 5-13 presents an illustration of the suspected evolution of Room
104 from Period 2 through Period 6.
The original function of Room 104 is open to speculation. The fact that the room
originally was accessed from the large working porch (Room 107), without a direct
connection to the interior of the main block, coupled with the use of calcimine paint
on its interior, suggests that this room did not serve as formal space—at least initially.
Combined with the presence of the trap door to the cellar below, it would appear that
this room possibly functioned as a kitchen, or support room for the main kitchen to
the south (Room 105). If not a kitchen, the room may have served as a pantry, where
china, tableware, and foodstuffs were stored. At some point in time, the function of
this room changed from utilitarian to more formal usage, as evidence by the shift in
wall finish (calcimine paint to wallpaper). This may have occurred sometime after
the construction of the bay window, considering that the walls in the addition initially
were painted before being papered. It is possible that the bay window addition was
constructed predominately to expand bedroom space upstairs, as opposed to creating
more formal space within Room 104.84 Even so, the fact that there is evidence of four
83
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T he extensive use of wire nails suggests that this alteration occurred post-1900.
Another theory is that the bay window afford ed additional light into a kitchen workspace. The A.B. Austin House
in Paris, Illinois, which was constructed in 1854, had a similar con figuration and orientation to its kitchen
(Michael Lambert, pers. comm., 2006).
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different layers of wallpapers pre-dating the construction of Room 104B suggests that
Room 104 certainly had assumed a formal appearance before the end of the Koerner
occupation in Period 3. Another sign of the room’s more formal use was the
“glassing in” of the north end of the side porch, which also is believed to have
occurred in Period 3.
Room 104 is believed to have served as a dining room throughout the first half of the
twentieth century, spanning Periods 4 through 7. Its use during Period 8, when the
property served as the Heidelberg Retirement Home is less clear, though it may have
continued to be used as a dining room by Charlotte Heidelberg, the owner/occupant.
During the 1984 remodeling, Room 104 was partitioned up to create a bathroom and
small closet for Apartment 1, as well as for a bedroom, closet, small hallway, utility
room, and bathroom for Apartment 3. The electric panel for the latter apartment was
located within the closet, while the electric furnace, air handler, and hot water heater
were located within the utility room. The remodeling also involved the furring out of
the brick walls in the room with 1”x3”s, 2”x4”, and gypsum wallboard and the
installation of a steel-frame drop ceiling.
Room 104A: This room was framed out on the west end of Room 104, apparently
during the early twentieth century, in order to enclose the interior basement stairway
and accommodate a new storage closet added immediately south of the stair opening.
The room measured 2’-10”x12’-3-½” and had a 3” partition wall separating it from
Room 104. Although this partition wall has been removed, wallpaper lines on the
walls and ceiling clearly indicate its location and width. Two doorways were present
in the partition. The northern of these accessed a short hall leading to the basement
steps. Shelving, installed within the recessed opening of Door 116 after its enclosure,
was located along the west side of the hall. The southern door opened into a small
closet measuring 2’-10”x4’-0”. This closet appears to have post-dated the creation of
the stair hall itself, based on the fact that its framing overlaid a wallpaper clearly
associated with the stair hall. The north end of the closet was taken up by shelving
(measuring 1’-4” to 1’-9” wide). The south end of the closet was open, but did have a
hook rack affixed to the south wall and part of the west wall. Later on, a pole for a
clothes rack was added to the closet, running north/south. The shelving may have
been removed when this rack was installed (see Figure 5-14).
There is evidence of two lines of knob-and-tube wiring passing through the floor, on
line with the wall formerly separating Rooms 104 and 104A. This wiring may have
been connected to a light switch controlling an overhead light in the cellar room (004)
below.
Room 104A potentially persisted until 1984, at which time the north end of this space
was incorporated into a bedroom closet and bathroom for Apartment 1. The southern
end of the space associated with Room 104A was integrated into the bathroom for
Apartment 3.
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Room 105: This is the middle room in the rear service wing. It was the largest of the
three rooms on the first floor of the rear wing and is believed to have served as a
kitchen throughout much, if not all, of its history. It was accessible through exterior
doors on the east and west and also had one window in each of these same walls. An
interior doorway on the north allowed access to Room 104. Originally, there was no
direct connection between Room 105 and Room 106, the southern room in the service
wing. A suspended brick chimney with a stove flue was located in the southeast
corner of the room. Room 105 is believed to have had a direct water supply—
presumably by means of a hand pump connected to either to a well or cistern—from
the date of its construction. An arched opening on the east exterior wall of the wing
(beneath the floor of Room 105) spans what is believed to be either a well, or at least
a “drywell” through which wastewater from a sink could be dumped and drawn off
(see Chapter 6, Feature 21).
The location of Room 105 within the center of the rear wing suggests that it
functioned in a service role during the Koerners’ period of occupation. The most
likely assumption is that this room functioned as the kitchen, which is supported by
its most recent usage, its proximity to the cistern and the suspected well on the east
side of the wing, and the fact that it had two exterior doors (thus increasing
ventilation and allowing direct access to the work areas on both sides of the wing).
Heavy kitchen use might also explain why the flooring needed to be replaced by circa
85
1900. Havingsaid all this, it is equally possible that Room 104, to the north, served
as the original kitchen, since this room had direct access to the cellar and was just as
easily accessible to the working porch as Room 105. The two possibilities seem to
be: 1) Room 104 was the kitchen during Period 2, and Room 105 served some other
use, such as a informal dining room, pantry, etc.; or 2) that the exact opposite was
true. In either event, the room undoubtedly played a multifunctional service role and
could have been the scene of a variety of kitchen-related activities (food preparation
and storage, dining, laundry, etc.) during the Koerners’ period of occupation.
Although the exact use of Room 105 in Period 2 might be open to question, we
believe the room certainly was the kitchen by Period 3, and it continued to function in
this role up through Period 9.
In terms of the interior arrangement of fixtures and furniture in Room 105, we have
limited specific information for Period 3, though some reasonable assumptions can be
drawn. A sink, for instance, likely was situated along the east wall, being located
above the suspected well—a location that once established was adhered to through all
subsequent episodes of construction. A cooking stove also must have been present
and situated somewhere in proximity to the chimney, such as in the southeast corner
of the room or perhaps centered along the south wall (which lacked a doorway at that
time). It also would not have been uncommon to have a freestanding cupboard in a
kitchen during this period. Although we have no clear evidence for such a cupboard
in Room 105, the doors and casing associated with the closet now present in Room
85

Although the evidence fo r this is p erhaps circumstantial, the kitchen floor d efinitely was exposed to mo re wear
than others areas o f a house in the nineteenth century wh en on e considers th e water, ash/coals, foot traffi c, and
other elements related to kitchen-related activity during this period.
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201 (which are not original to this location) might very well have been salvaged from
a piece of furniture like a cupboard. Circa 1872, the room was supplied with gas
lighting, with fixtures being located on the ceiling and on the west wall of the room.
It is of interest that Window 122 in Room 105 has weight-driven sash, whereas
Window 124 does not. This suggests that the former may have been intended for
more regular use compared to the latter. One potential explanation for why Window
124 saw less use is the fact that it opened directly upon the porch stairway, which
witnessed heavy traffic during the Koerners’ occupation and in later periods.
Window 124 presented a clear advantage in respect to shedding natural light into
Room 105, but perhaps posed a detriment when if regularly open (noise, dust, etc.).
A number of modifications were made to the Room during William Winkelmann’s
period of ownership (1899-1918), which spans Periods 4 and 5. To begin with, the
original flooring in the room (which presumably was 1”x5” white pine, like the rest
of house) was replaced with ¾”x3-¼”, tongue-and-groove yellow pine nailed down
with machine-cut nails. Initially, the center of the new floor appears to have been
covered with an oilcloth (or similar covering), while the exposed flooring around the
border was painted. After the flooring was put down, a radiator was installed along
the north wall, near Door 121. The early twentieth century also saw the room being
wired for electric lighting. There was an overhead light posit ioned in the center of the
room. The switch for operating the light may have been located to the west side of
Door 120, as is suggested by the two holes drilled through the flooring here
(appropriately sized for knob-and-tube wiring). An outlet box also was notched into
the flooring on the west side of the room. During Period 5, Room 105 served as the
kitchen for the downstairs apartment.
During the 1920s or perhaps early 1930s, a new doorway was opened in the common
wall between Rooms 105 and 106. We believe the original plaster and lath on the
ceiling in Room 105 was replaced with 3/8” gypsum wallboard around this same
time. Around this same period, linoleum with a burlap backing was laid over the
floor in Room 105. A second layer of linoleum eventually was put down. Later on,
possibly late in Period 6b (circa 195586), green square vinyl tile was put down in the
room, being applied over a fiberboard base. The green tile was put down around a
pre-existing sink and counter present on the east side of the room and a built-in, floorto-ceiling shelving unit on the west wall. The counter and shelving unit in question
are believed to date either to Period 6 or very early in Period 7.
After the Koerner House was converted to a four-unit apartment building in 1984
(Period 9), Room 105 was utilized as a kitchen/dining room attached to Apartment 3.
Kitchen cabinets, a sink, and a refrigerator were arranged along the east wall during
this period. The room mostly was carpeted, except for the section of floor around a
kitchen sink, on the east, which had vinyl present.
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The fact that the chimney vent in the southeast co rner o f Room 105 was stuffed with newspapers from 1955
presents a possible date for the installation of the green -tile floor.
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Room 106: This room is located on the southern end of the service wing.
Historically, this room was segregated from Room 105, with no doorways being
present in their common wall. Access to the room could be made through a doorway
(127) on the west wall, off the side porch. There was one window opening (126),
located on the east. The room shared a common chimney with Room 105. The
original function of Room 106 is open to speculation, but the room likely served in a
support role to the kitchen, possibly as an area where minor butchering, rendering,
and associated tasks necessary for preparing a meal were carried out. It might also
have functioned as a wet pantry, for laundry and other work. Any of these functions
would explain why the walls were never papered and the flooring in the room
eventually was replaced.
Early in the twentieth century, the original doorway on the west of the room, was
converted to a window and the space below infilled with brick. In conjuncture with
this, a new doorway was added in the common wall between Rooms 105 and 106.
These changes may have been undertaken when the rear porch (Room 107) was
reconfigured and shortened to the north, beyond Opening 127. At the same time that
the openings in the room were reconfigured, the walls in the room were furred out
and covered with 3/8” gypsum wallboard. Wallboard also was used on the ceiling,
replacing the original plaster and lath here. The subtle difference in wallboard used
here compared with that installed in other parts of the house in the early 1920s,
suggests that the remodeling episode took place at a slightly later date, potentially in
the late 1920s or early 1930s (i.e. beginning of Period 6b). The existing flooring in
the room likely was put down during this period as well. The room also was supplied
with minimal electricity 1920s, consisting of only an overhead light fixture operated
by a switch located on the north wall, adjacent to Door 125. There is no evidence of
wall outlets being present. Room 106 may have continued to play a support role for
the kitchen (as a pantry?) following the remodeling.
In 1984, the walls in Room 106 were further furred out with 2”x4” studs on the east,
west, and south and 1”x3”s on the north. These surfaces were then covered with ½”
gypsum wallboard. A metal-frame drop ceiling also was installed at this time. After
1984, the room served as a bedroom attached to Apartment 3.
Room 107B: This room is located directly north of the existing side porch (Room
107A) and is believed to have been framed out in the early twentieth century within a
corner of the original side porch (Room 107). Paint lines on the overhead beam and
corner post on the south side of Room 107B suggest that this section of the original
porch was glassed in (or at least screened in) in the late nineteenth century, certainly
by Period 3 (c1872-1896). The Rombauer Memoirs corroborates this assessment in
its account of the “porch being in part enclosed in glass” (Rombauer 2000:10). Such
an arrangement would have created a sheltered walkway between the main block and
rear service wing.
Very early in the twentieth century (Period 4), the existing south and west walls of
Room 107B were framed out. The exterior sides of these walls were covered with
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narrow weatherboard siding (with 2-½” exposure), while their interior surfaces were
covered with wood lath and plaster. The brickwork on east and north walls was
painted. The porch decking was retained (despite its slight natural slope), as was the
¾”x5-¼” tongue-and-groove white-pine paneling on the ceiling. A narrow exterior
doorway was present in the south wall of the room, allowingaccess to the side porch.
The initial thought on Room 107B was that it was built out to serve as a bathroom—
as it indeed did later on. However, the presence of the doorway in the south wall
presents an alternative theory that the room served as an enclosed porch during Period
4, and thus represented a successor to the earlier “glassed” enclosure present in Period
3.
The division of the Koerner House into two apartments circa 1912 would have
encouraged the addition of a second bathroom, and this was installed in Room 107B.
The exterior doorway in the south wall was closed off at this time and its outer side
was covered over weatherboard. Door 116 also was abandoned at this time. A hard
Portland-rich plaster ultimately was applied over the exposed brickwork on the east
and north walls while wood lath and plaster was used to seal off Door 116. Window
114 remained exposed within Room 107B even after the plastering episode, though
the glass on the lower sash was painted for privacy. The window opening later was
covered over with gypsum wallboard (likely in the 1920s). The upper half of the
walls eventually was covered with wallpaper emulating brick, while the lower half
was painted. Vinyl tile later was put down onthe floor.
Room 107B ceased to function as bathroom after 1984, when the space was converted
for use as a bedroom attached to Apartment 1. The bathroom fixtures were removed,
and a new frame floor was constructed over the old one. The p laster and lath on the
south and west walls was torn out and replaced with gypsum wallboard. Similarly,
the north and east walls were furred out and covered with gypsum wallboard, and a
drop ceiling was installed. A hole was broken through the lath and p laster enclosing
Door 116 to access the new closet.
Room 107C: This room is the closet/storage room enclosed beneath the stairway
accessing the upper floor of the side porch. The existing configuration of this room
dates to the remodeling of the side porch, which is suspected to have occurred during
Period 6. However, we believe a storage room to have been present here even before
the porch steps were reconfigured. The strongest evidence for this is the fact that
exposed brickwork within the room has never been painted, in contrast with the rest
of the house. There is evidence of a shelf, or rack having been attached to the
brickwork on the east at one time.
Second Floor: The second floor of the house largely mirrors that of the floor below. The
principal rooms in the main block served as bedrooms for the Koerner family. The rooms
in the rear wing are believed to have functioned as additional bedrooms for the family
and/or servants, and perhaps also were used for storage during the nineteenth century.

183

Room 200: Room 200 is a small chamber located off the north end of the second floor
stair hall. Historically, Room 200 may have been used for a variety of purposes
during the Koerners’ period of occupation. Although the room is much smaller than
the others on the second floor, it is large enough to have served as a nursery or child’s
bedroom. It also may have been used for general storage at different times. The plain
flat door trim used on the interior of the room suggests that it was considered a
secondary or less-formal space than the other bedrooms on the floor (Rooms 202 and
203). Nonetheless, during the nineteenth century, this chamber may have had a small
heating stove, based on the presence of a raised chimney in the southwest corner of
the room. During the early twentieth century, a radiator was installed along the west
wall. The room also was electrified with knob-and-tube wiring during this period.
The wiring was quite limited, supplying a single overhead light fixture. No wall
outlets appear to have been present.
During the 1984 remodeling, the walls in Room 200 were furred out and covered with
gypsum wallboard. Furring strips measuring 1”x3” were used on the east, and south
walls, while the 2”x4” studs (placed sideways) were employed on the north and west
walls. Styrofoam insulation was laid in between the furring strips on the exterior
walls. Another change made in 1984 was the installation of a metal-frame drop
ceiling with fiber-based panels. The radiator in the room also was removed at this
time, and an H VAC duct was run through the common wall between Rooms 200 and
201. The older wiring in the room was replaced with grounded NM cable, supplying
an overhead light and one wall outlet. Room 200 appears to have functioned as a
bedroom post-1984.
Room 201: Room 201 is the stair hall on the second floor. As built, this space was
illuminated by a single window on the west and had three doorways opening off it,
accessing Room 200 on the north and Rooms 202 and 203 on the west. On the south,
the hall terminated at two adjacent flights of stairs, one leading up to the attic and
other down to the first floor. Although the original trim applied in the hall was not
quite as ornate as that found in Room 101 below, it was still of a higher quality than
that used in the bedrooms adjoining it, thus reflecting Room 201’s status as “public”
space.
During the 1920s, a drop ceiling was installed in Room 201, lowering the ceiling
height by 2’. The drop ceiling is comprised of 3/8” gypsum wallboard applied to
2”x4” joists. Around the same time the ceiling was lowered, the open balustrade
along the attic stairway was enclosed with similar construction materials. This
wallboard had a patent date of 1912. The rough-in framing for the stair enclosure
suggests that a door was once located at the base of the attic steps. The drop ceiling
and stair enclosure may have been constructed in order to conserve heat. A built-in
cupboard was installed in the northwest corner of the hall at the same time—or
shortly after—the ceilin g was lowered. A light fixture, supplied with knob-and-tube
wiring, also appears to have been installed in conjuncture with the drop ceiling. This
light was operated by means of a double-ganged switch (operated by pushbuttons)
located on the east wall. The second switch in this box operated the attic lights.
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In 1984, the wall at the base of the attic steps was extended fully across the hall, and a
steel fire door was installed at the head of the top of stairs leading down to the first
floor. The fire door served as the entrance for Apartment 2. Also in 1984, the walls
in Room 201 were furred out, with 2”x4”s (placed sideways) being used on the west
and 1”x3”s nailed to the east and north walls. In addition, a steel-frame drop ceiling
with fiber-based panels was installed below the 1920s-era ceiling.
Room 201 had no direct heat prior to the 1984 remodeling. The suspended chimney
discussed in relation to Room 200 does not extend into the hall, and there is no
evidence of a radiator ever having been present in the room. An overhead HVAC
vent was installed in 1984.
Room 201A: Room 201A is a landingseparating the two flights of stairs between the
first and second floors of the house. This landing also provided a point of access to
the west porch, via Door 214, historically. The landing was reconfigured through
time in at least two major episodes of construction. During the course of the current
investigations, the re-built landings were dismantled and each construction phase
photographed. The series of photographs documenting the dismantling of the landing
are presented in Appendix III as Figures 334 through 349.
As originally constructed, the landing was approximately two steps lower than its
circa 2005 configuration. This original landing incorporated a single step in front of
Door 214 along the south wall. The original baseboard was curvilinear—and swept
down the short flight of stairs to the landing and then back up the single step to Door
214. The encapsulation of the east half of the original landing preserved evidence of
the early floor treatment in the hallway. The border of the stair treads and landing
floor was painted green, and the “ ghost” of a carpet runner (represented by unpainted
floor) was present. This carpet runner appears to have been approximately 18” wide.
During the early 1910s, a new landing platform was built across the east half of the
original one. This was accomplished by laying salvaged 1” thick planks (many
painted in a similar green color) across the bottom steps of the two flights of stairs
flanking it (i.e. those leading to Room 201 and up to Door 214), and created a single
step mid-way within the landing; this effectively eliminated the two steps in question,
though they were preserved in place. This landing was covered with linoleum. The
newspaper located beneath this linoleum represented two distinctive dates of
newspapers—suggesting that this may represent the second episode of linoleum put
in place on this landing. The upper generation of newspaper—located immediately
beneath the linoleum—was apparently laid down in the early 1920s, as evidenced by
the April 7, 1921 newspaper found beneath it. Beneath these early 1920s newspapers
was another series of older newspapers dating from August 1914. It would appear
that this—the first rebuilt landing—was originally constructed in late 1914, covered
with linoleum, and potentially recovered with new linoleum in the early 1920s. The
dates of the two newspapers mentioned suggest that the stair landing was raised and
first covered with linoleum during William Winkelmann’s period of ownership (when
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the house was a rental property), and that the second later of linoleum was laid within
several years of Wilhelmina Wehmeyer moving into the residence circa 1920. It
would appear that with the construction of this landing in circa 1914-15, the stairs
were painted for the first time since their construction—and represented a dramatic
shift from green to lighter color scheme.
At some later point in time (potentially during the 1950s or 1960s), this re-built
landing was determined to be unacceptable, and another landing platform was built
over the top of the one added in the 1910s leaving only the east end of the latter
exposed for use as a step. At this time, the landing was raised yet another step.
Nominal-sized 2”x4”s and ¾”x3-¼”, tongue-and-groove, fir flooring was used for the
second landing reconfiguration. When this landing was constructed, a new baseboard
was placed along the east side of the landing, resulting in the partial cutting of the
original baseboard.
In 1984, the walls and ceilings in Room 201A were furred out with 2”x4s and 1x3”s
and covered with ½” gypsum wallboard. At this same time, Door 214 was framed in
and permanently sealed off from the landing. A single light fixture was installed at a
central location on the south wall.
Room 202: This room is located on the north end of the main block and represents
one of the principal rooms in this section of the house. Room 202 appears to have
served as a bedroom throughout the history of the house. The chamber was provided
with two windows (204 and 205) on its north side and could be entered from the hall
through a doorway (202) on the west. A wide double doorway on the south opened
onto an adjoining bedroom (Room 203). In addition, the room had a doorway (207)
with French doors on its east side that opened onto the cast iron balcony previously
discussed. A fireplace was centered along the east wall, stacked above and sharing
the same chimney as the fireplace in Room 102 below.
The presence of blind window (206) on the north end of the east wall suggests that a
tall piece of furniture, such as a standing bureau, may have been located here
originally. A similar large piece of furniture might also have been positioned in front
of Window 204; this is suggested by the fact that the circa 1867-69 lithograph and
circa 1890 photograph of the house both illustrate this window as being shuttered.
Given the access to the balcony , Room 202 may have served as the master bedroom
in the house early in the Koerners’ period of residency. By the 1880s, however,
Gustave and Sophie possibly were using Room 203 as their personal bedroom (see
discussion of Room 203 below).
Although no obvious evidence of gas fixtures were found in Room 202 itself, the gas
line in the ceiling of Room 102 below it continues over to the north wall. This gas
line potentially turned up into Room 202 and supplied a wall-mounted gas fixture
located between Windows 204 and 205.
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During the early 1920s, the room was significantly remodeled. A drop ceiling was
installed in the room, lowering the ceiling height by 2’-1”. At the same time, Door
208 was enclosed, using the same type of wallboard as that used on the drop ceiling.
A closet (Room 201A) was built out in the northeast corner of the room, and narrow
oak flooring also was put down over the original pine flooring (which has been
painted green prior to this). A radiator also had been installed alongthe south wall by
this period (see Figure 5-15).
In 1984, the walls in the room were furred out and covered with ½” gypsum
wallboard, and a metal-frame drop ceiling was installed. A large closet also was
constructed along the east wall. Room 202 continued to serve as a bedroom post1984, being attached to Apartment 2.
The early electrical wiring in the room provided for a central overhead light fixture,
an outlet centered on the north wall, and possibly one other outlet on the south wall. 87
The switch boxfor light was located on the west wall, adjacent to Door 203. The box
and the north outlet box were notched into the brick walls, as was the knob-and-tube
wiring directly servicing them. The room was completely re-wired during the 1984
remodeling. The breaker box for Apartment 3 was located in the new closet framed
out along the west wall.
Room 202A This small closet is located in the northeast corner of Room 202. This
closet is not an original feature to Room 202, and is believed to have been added
during the early 1920s when the room was remodeled. The lower two-panel door,
which apparently was new in the 1920s, has plywood panels and is of newer
construction than the upper door. The upper compartment was nailed shut and
covered with gypsum wallboard during the 1984 remodeling.
Room 203: This room is positioned in the southeast corner of the main block, directly
south of Room 202. Like the latter room, Room is 203 is believed to have served as a
bedroom during the Koerners’ period of residency and it has similar dimensions. As
originally constructed the room was illuminated by three windows. Two of these
windows (209 and 210) were located on the east wall and framed a fireplace centered
along this wall. The third window (213) was positioned towards the west end of the
south wall and faced out onto the side porch. The room was accessible from a
hallway through a door (212) in its west wall, and also from Room 202 through the
wide doorway (208) in their common wall. In addition, there was a third doorway
(211), located in the southeast corner that allowed access to Room 204 in the rear
wing.
During the Koerners’ period of occupation, Room 203 served as one of the main
bedrooms in the house. By Period 3, it appears to have been Sophie and Gustave’s
personal bedroom—a use suggested by Gustave’s own account of festivities
associated with the couple’s golden weddinganniversary in 1886. On the morningof
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T here are two holes drilled for knob-and-tube wiring through the west casing o f Door 208. T hese wires may have
supplied power to two outlets: one facing Room 202, and the other facing Room 203.
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the anniversary, Gustave recalled that he and Sophie were awoken with a song
delivered by their thirteen grandchildren “on the porch below our bedroom” (Koerner
1909 II:746-747). Room 203 fits this description in that it originally had a window
facing out onto the side porch (Opening 213). The children’s singing would have
easily reached their grandparents’ bedroom, given that it was summer and the
windows likely were open. The grandchildren may have stayed on the lower deck of
the porch in order to not awake Gustave and Sophie with their footsteps prior to
88
beginning their song.
Oddly, Room 203 never appears to have been equipped with gas lighting, in contrast
to the two bedrooms flankingit. An investigation of the ceiling and floor systems in
this room found no obvious evidence of gas pipes or valves penetrating it.
Following the installation of the hot-water heating system in the house, the fireplace
opening in Room 203 was bricked in and covered over. After the fireplace was
abandoned, the room was heated with a cast-iron radiator lo cated in front of the
fireplace (see Figure 5-16). The radiator later was removed (in 1984), but the holes
for its water pipes are visible in the floor.
During the 1920s, the ceiling plaster was removed and 3/8” gypsum wallboard was
applied over the wood lath. In contrast to Rooms 201 and 202, the ceiling was not
lowered at this time. Door 208 is suspected to have been enclosed at this same time.
In 1984, all of the original walls were furred out and covered with ½” gypsum
wallboard. A small utility closet also was built at this time, and an air handler,
furnace, and water heater were installed here. The room was supplied with forced-air
heat generated by an electric furnace. In addition, a metal-frame drop ceiling was
added to the room, which hereafter functioned as combination kitchen, dining room,
and living room for Apartment 2.
The flooring exhibits multiple episodes of historic finishes, including paint and
maybe even wax. The initial impression of the floor finishes is that the entire floor
was painted red. Later on, a yellow-colored paint was applied around the edges of the
room but not in the center. These same sections of flooring later had a dark, opaque
finish—possibly wax—applied to them. This finish sequence suggests that the
flooring was left fully exposed initially, and that, later on, a large rug (or other floor
covering) was put down in the center of the room. Thereafter, the exposed flooring
around the rug was continued to be painted and/or waxed. The finish lines also
suggest the presence of a large piece of furniture—potentially a standing wardrobe or
bureau—along the west end of the north wall. During the early twentieth century,
green-colored linoleum was laid over the floor.
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Although one might posit that Room 202 could h ave been Gustav e and Sophie’s bedroom at this time, the only
thing that could pass as a “porch” below this room would be the front entranceway (Room 100), which is not large
enough to accommodate thirteen p eople (ev en children). It is also questionable whether Gustave would described
the front entrance as a porch.
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The earliest generation of wiring discovered in the room is knob-and-tube. This
wiring appears to have serviced two outlets (located on west and north)89, as well as a
light fixture hanging from the center of the ceiling. The fixture was attached to a
metal bracket nailed to the ceiling joists, which suggests that it was fairly heavy.
Considering the height of the ceiling, the fixture may have been hung from a chain.
Later on, the knob-and-tube wiring was supplemented with new electrical wiring run
through exposed rigid conduit and armored cable (Rigid conduit was present on the
south wall, and armored cable found on the east wall). The latter possibly was
installed when the house was converted into a retirement home in the early 1960s.
New NM cable was run duringthe 1984 remodeling.
Room 204: As originally constructed, Room 204 measured 12’-11”x12’-3-½” and
was connected to Room 205 through an interior doorway (220) in its south wall. An
exterior doorway (216) on the west opened onto the side porch. The framing in the
ceiling above indicates that a brick chimney , measuring approximately 1’-1”x2’-10”,
was located along the south end of the east wall. The framing also suggests that there
was a window located to the north of the chimney. A second interior doorway (211)
was located on the north side of the room, which accessed Room 203. The latter
doorway was rather narrow and was approached by means of short flight of steps (due
the difference in ceilingheights between the two parts of the house). The original use
of Room 204 is uncertain, though it is suspected to have served as a bedroom and
possibly was occupied by the Koerner children. This may explain the presence of
Door 211, which represented the sole interior connection between the main block and
rear wing in the nineteenth century.
When the bay addition was constructed circa 1872, the original east wall in the room
was completely removed, along with the chimney and window present here. The
addition nearly doubled the size of the room, expanding it to 23’-1-3/8”x12’-3’-½”,
and provided three new windows on the east. A new chimney, with a stove flue, was
added along the south wall of the bay, near its juncture with the original wing. A gas
lighting fixture also was installed on the south wall around this time. It is possible
that Josephine Voelker occupied this room in the 1870s and 1880s. Josephine was
only 4 or 5 years old when the Koerners took her in, and Door 211 would have
allowed direct access between her room and Sophie and Gustave’s suspected
bedroom in Room 203. (The Koerners’ biological daughter Paula was still at home
when Josephine was adopted, and she may have occupied Room 202 at this time).
Room 204 also had direct access to the suspected servants quarters in Room 205,
which also would have been handy in attending to the care of youngJosephine.
Room 204 was heated with a wood or coal-burning stove through the nineteenth
century. When a central heating system was installed in the house during the early
twentieth century, a cast-iron radiator was placed along the north wall of the room.
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There is a steel outlet box notched into the brickwork on the west wall. A second outlet is suspected to have
added on the on the north wall, following the enclosure of Door 208.
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Door 216, which originally served as an exterior entrance to the side porch, appears to
have had a pair of shutters or screen doors originally. This is indicated by the
presence of hinge mortises on the side jambs, as well by a strike p late for the latch
bolt and a stop on the head jamb. Door shutters or screen doors certainly would have
increased the ventilation in the room and compensated for the lack of a window on its
west wall.
Door 216 was closed off when Room 207B was created very early in the twentieth
century. The exterior face of the doorway was covered with plaster and lath, and the
recess remaining was used as a shallow closet for Room 204. The closet had a wood
rack for clothes hooks, three of which still remain in place. Its interior first was
painted and later wallpapered.
In the 1930s, the west end of the room was partitioned off to create a bathroom,
discussed separately below as Room 204A. In 1984, two storage/clothes closets and
a utility closet were added to the west side of Room 204. The walls in the room also
were furred out at this time and a metal-frame drop ceiling was installed. It was last
used as a bedroom attached to Apartment 4.
Room 204A: This chamber represents an early -twentieth-century addition to Room
204 and is located on the western end of the latter room. The room was framed out
with nominal-sized 2”x4” studs and 3/8”-thick gypsum wallboard. The studs were set
sideways, thus creating a thinner wall (2-½”) than usual. The shallow closet earlier
installed in Door 216 also was covered over with 3/8” gypsum wallboard at this time.
Paint lines on the east wall of Room 204A delineate the former route of surface
mounted electrical wiring for an overhead light fixture and a light switch. The
location of the light switch suggests that the doorway accessing the bath originally
was located towards the north end of the wall. Throughout its history, Room 204A
served as a full bathroom, being equipped with a stool, sink, and tub (moving south to
north). The “ghost” of an early, wall-mounted, cast iron sink is evident along the
wall. The plumbing fixtures in the room were supplied with ½”-diameter galvanized
iron piping, which was run along the baseboard and left exposed.
The cast-iron claw-foot tub present in Room 204A in 2005 had a casting mark of “717-39B”, indicating a July 17, 1939 manufacture date. If the tub were original to the
room, it would suggest that Room 204A was framed out post 1939. City directories,
however, indicate that a third apartment was added to the Koerner House circa 1932,
and it seems more likely that the room was created at that time to provide a bathroom
for the new living unit. In either event, the wallpaper last used to line the closet
earlier created out of Door 216 is representative of the 1930s.
During the 1984 remodeling, the bathroom was expanded with the addition of a large
closet along its east side. A large section of the partition wall between Rooms 204
and 204A was removed to create a doorway for the closet. The north, south, and west
walls also were furred out at this time, with 1”x3”s, and covered with ½” gypsum
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wallboard. The new wallboard was applied directly over the older 3/8” board on the
east wall. A new doorway also was been added on the south end of the east wall.
Room 205: Room 205 is the central room on the second floor of the rear service wing
and is located above Room 105. It always has had direct access to the side porch, via
a doorway (223) on its west side. Paint lines indicate the former presence of a builtin cabinet (or bureau) with drawers centered along the east wall, between the two
windows located here. A gas fixture was present adjacent to the cabinet. Given the
presence of the built-in cabinet, Room 205 possibly was used for seasonal clothes
storage (as well as for the storage of other materials) during the Koerners’ period of
occupation. However, the room is spacious enough for it to have seen a dual use as
servants’ quarters as well. The room initially was heated with a wood or coal-burning
stove vented through the chimney flue in the southeast corner.
After the house was divided into two apartments circa 1912, Room 205 was used as a
kitchen, and a sink was installed along the east wall, resulting in the removal of the
cabinet formerly located here. A wall covering (potentially linoleum or tile)
eventually was applied to the lower 5’-3” of the east wall, lying between the northeast
corner of the room and the chimney in the southeast corner. The wall covering has
not survived, although the adhesive used to apply it has—and thus demarcating its
limits. Paint lines also indicate that a shelf, supported by two brackets, formerly was
located on the east end of the north wall. This shelf was installed over the last
episode of wallpaper in the room, which suggests that it was fairly late (middle
twentieth century).
The floor finishes in this room changed through time. Early on, the 1”x5” white pine
flooring was left exposed and painted. Linoleum eventually was laid over the wood
flooring, possibly during the middle 1920s. Newspaper from October 28 through
December 2, 1923 editions of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch was found beneath the
linoleum. Later on, the floor was covered with fiberboard underlayment and tile.
Photographs illustrating the sequence of floor coverings in the room are attached in
Appendix III.
There is limited evidence of early knob-and-tube wiring in the room. However, paint
lines do indicate the former presence of a surface-mounted electrical outlet or switch
on the north wall. A radiator was installed in northeast corner of the room in the early
twentieth century.
Room 205 continued to be used as a kitchen after the 1984 remodeling, being
attached to Apartment 4. Like elsewhere in the house, the walls in the room were
furred out during the remodeling and a drop ceiling was installed. Additionally, the
old radiator in the northeast corner was removed, and a chase for an HVAC duct was
framed out along the ceiling. New cabinets, a sink, and counter were installed along
the east side of the room, at basically the same location as the earlier generation of
sink. The room also was carpeted in 1984, except for the area around the kitchen
sink, where linoleum was used.
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Room 206: This room is located at the southern end of the rear wing. As originally
built, Room 206 had no interior access to the remainder of the wing. It was entered
through an exterior doorway on the west, which occupied the same location Window
226 now does. The doorway opened onto the original side porch (Room 207), whose
deck extended father south than the current one does. Hence, anyone wishing to enter
or leave Room 206 had to go outside and move alongthe porch to do so.
The exterior doorway was converted to a window (226) during the early twentieth
century. The residual door opening left beneath Window 226 was infilled with brick
and 2”x4” nailers. At the same time, Door 227—an interior doorway —was added in
the north wall of the room. It is possible that the openings in Room 206 were
modified in conjuncture with the house being converted into a two-unit apartment in
circa 1910-1920, or perhaps in the early 1920s during Wilhelmina Wehmeyer’s
period of ownership. In 1984, the walls in the rooms were furred out and covered
with ½” gypsum wallboard, and a metal-frame drop ceiling was installed at this time.
The room originally was heated with a wood or coal burningstove vented through the
chimney flue in the northeast corner. There is no evidence of a radiator having been
installed in the room later on. The room was provided with direct heat in 1984, with
installation of forced air HVAC system.
There is no evidence of the room having been equipped with gas lighting circa 1872
(in contrast to the adjoining room). However, it was supplied with an overhead light
when the house was electrified in the 1920s, using knob-and-tube wiring. No early
outlets appear to have been present in the room, unless they were integral to the light
fixture. Duringthe 1984 remodeling, new NM cable was run to an overhead light and
several outlets.
The original function of Room 206 is unclear. However, the fact that it originally
was separate from the rest of the wing, with its own exterior doorway, suggests that it
may have served as a servant’s bedroom originally, or perhaps storage. Census
records establish that the Koerners had live-in servants, and Room 206 would have
presented ideal living quarters for them; the room was well removed from the rest of
the household, had its own exterior entrance, and would have provided an element of
privacy both tothe Koerners, as well as the servants. The use of the room after it was
integrated into the rest of the wing circa 1910-1920 is unknown. It last served as a
bedroom for Apartment 4.
Room 207B: This chamber was framed out on the northeast corner of the original
side porch (Room 207) circa 1900. Room 207B measured 9’-10”x8’-3” and
historically served as a bathroom. The room originally was accessed through Door
214, via the stair landing discussed as Room 201A. A small window (215) with
double-hung sash was installed in the west wall. During Period 4, Room 207B
potentially was the sole bathroom in the house. After the division of the house into
two living units circa 1912, it was associated with the second-floor apartment. A
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toilet and tub were arranged along the east side of the room originally, and a sink was
centered on the south wall.
Elements of the original porch structure were incorporated into Room 207B when it
was constructed, including portions of the upper deck, roof, and a corner post. The
original porch deck was utilized as the floor in the room, despite its slope. The
ceiling was enclosed with the same ¾”x3-¼” tongue-and-groove paneling as that
used on the adjoining porch (207A). A quarter-round molding was applied at the
ceiling-wall juncture (illustrated by a “ghost”/paint-line left by the molding). The
frame walls on the west and south of the room were covered with wood lath and
plaster, while the brick wall surfaces on the east and north were painted initially.
Later on—in Period 5 or perhaps early in Period 6—the brick walls in the room were
covered with a hard, Portland-based plaster. This plasteringepisode also permanently
closed off the Door 216, which likely had fallen into disuse anyway after Room 207B
had been created. Paint lines suggest that a radiator was installed along the east wall
of the room in conjuncture with the plasteringepisode.
Early in the 1920s, knob-and-tube wiring was run to Room 207B to supply an
overhead light fixture, centrally located and operated by a light switch on the north
wall (the steel box for which still remains in place). In addition, wiring was run to an
outlet or wall light associated with a medicine cabinet inset into the west wall.
During the 1984 remodeling, a new floor was installed in Room 207B. This floor
was built with nominal-sized 2”x8” joists and ¾” ply wood and built on a level plain
above the original sloped floor. At the same time, Door 214 was closed off, and
Window 213 was converted into a doorway. Access to the room was now made from
Room 203 rather than from Room 201A, with the bathroom servicing only Apartment
3. The plaster and lath on the west and south walls was torn out and replaced with ½”
gypsum wallboard. Similarly, the plaster-on-brick walls on the east and north were
furred out with 1’x3” strips and wallboarded over. The medicine cabinet on the south
wall also was taken out at this time, although the framing surrounding it was left in
place (leaving a clear marker as to its location). New NM cable was run to the room
to power an overhead light, exhaust fan, and a GFCI outlet. A metal-frame drop
ceiling also was installed. The fixtures in the room were last arranged as follows:
toilet in the southwest corner, a sink centered on the south wall; and a tub placed
along the west wall. The last tub present in the bathroom was a cast-iron, claw foot
type, which represented an older fixture and apparently was reused during the
remodeling. Although no casting date was p resent on this tub, the letter “U” and
number “5 ½” were cast into the bottom of the tub, as well as the numbers “1,” “2,”
“3,” and “4” adjacent to each of the legs. It perhaps was the original (or at least early)
tub in Room 207B, dating from the early twentieth century.
Attic:
Room 301: Located over the main block of the house, Room 301 was the only
portion of the attic that was truly usable space historically. The fact that the room
was fully floored over but had unfinished walls and ceiling suggests that it was
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used for storage rather than as a living area during the Koerners’ occupation and
afterward.
Room 301 was wired for electrical lighting in the early 1920s. Two generations
of light sockets, supplied with knob-and-tube wiring, ultimately were installed at
the west end of the room, near the head of the stairway. An expansion tank
associated with the hot-water heating system also was installed in the room during
the early twentieth century. This tank was located on the east end of the room.
The original fanlights in Room 301 had been replaced by 1984, as evidenced by
the photographs attached in Appendix II. Room 301 appears to have seen limitedto-no use following the 1984 apartment remodeling, at which time a small wall
scuttle was added at the base of the attic stairway (off Room 201), severely
reducing the accessibility to the attic story.
Room 301A: Although serving merely as a platform for accessing an unfinished
attic room (301), Room 301A was visible from the second-floor stair hall and was
treated as an extension of it, aesthetically, into the early twentieth century. The
landing and associated stairway were trimmed out in the same manner as Room
201 and identical wallpapers were used. This changed during the early 1920s,
when the ceiling in Room 201 was lowered and a doorway was installed at the
base of the flight of stairs leading up to Room 301A. From this point onward,
Room 301A was in a sense encapsulated, and it saw no further changes to its
finishes.
Room 302: This portion of the attic, located above the rear kitchen wing, does not
appear to have ever been used historically. Its low ceiling height, absence of
flooring, and apparent lack of a scuttle would all argue against its having been
used for storage.
When the bay window addition was constructed,the northern end of the east brick
wall in Room 302 was removed to allow access to the bay (as was the case of the
brickwork in Rooms 104 and 204 below). Additionally, the original chimney
serving Rooms 104 and 204 was completely removed. In its place, a new
chimney was built, which was integrated into the southwest corner of the bay
window addition.
Room 302A: This portion of the attic, located above the bay window addition,
does not appear to have ever been used historically, even for storage, for the same
reasons cited for Room 302.
Room 303 and 303A: Although Room 303 was accessible from Room 203
originally —via Window 213—all evidence points to it being “dead” space
historically. Its low ceiling height would have reduced its usefulness for storage.
After the side porch was modified duringthe early twentieth century, the original
attic was retained structurally (through the retention of the rafters and ceiling
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joists) but was reduced in size, creating the existing attic space referred to as
Room 303A.
Basement: As originally constructed, the Koerner House had only a small cellar (Room
004) measuring approximately 12’x12’ beneath it. The remainder of the area beneath the
building footprint was unexcavated and inaccessible. Room 004, the original cellar, was
located below the northern end of the service wing and probably was used as a cold
storage area and for other kitchen-related activities. This room initially had a single
window (006) located along the east wall and was accessible via an interior stairway
leading down from Room 104. As originally constructed, the cellar steps appear to have
been constructed along the west wall with the southern edge abutting the southwest
corner of the room (approximately 3’ south of their existing location). The ceiling in the
cellar originally was left open, and whitewash was applied to the exposed joists. Window
006 ultimately was converted into a door opening associated with an exterior bulkhead
entrance. This conversion occurred sometime in Period 2, prior to the construction of the
bay window addition.
With the construction of the bay window addition (circa 1872, Period 3), the east end of
the existingbulkhead at Opening 006 was torn out, and a long corridor (Room 004A) was
excavated from this point eastward to connect to a new bulkhead entrance created on the
east side of the addition. The latter bulkhead entrance (Opening 003) remains in use to
this day. A plaster and lath ceiling is suspected to have been added to Room 004 around
this time as well.
The interior stairway in Room 004 was rebuilt circa 1912. The stairway remained on the
west side of the room but was shifted several feet to the north. During the 1984
remodeling, the first-story access to the basement stairway was closed entirely, though
the stairs were left in place. The plaster ceiling in the room also was torn out at this time.
During the early twentieth century, a new basement room (Room 003) was excavated in
the southeast corner of the main block, immediately to the north of Room 004. This
room primarily was excavated to accommodate a boiler for a hot-water heating system.
The boiler itself was placed on a concrete pad and was centered in front of the existing
chimney here, whose base was extended down to meet the new floor level. Windows 001
and 002 were added to either side of the chimney when Room 003 was excavated. When
the windows were installed, the stonework abutting them on the exterior was retained (or
replaced in kind) as a veneer to match the rest of the foundations. On the interior side of
the foundation wall, however, bricks were laid up to frame the window openings.
Window 002 appears to have functioned as a coal chute. There may have been a coal bin
below the window at one time, though there is no structural evidence readily apparent of
such a bin. The coal possibly was just dumped into the corner of the room without any
means of confining it. The use of this corner as a coal storage area perhaps explains why
the east foundation wall here was extended down when Room 003 was excavated while
the foundation on the other side of the chimney was not.
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The ceiling in Room 003 ultimately was enclosed with 3/8” gypsum wallboard coated
over with plaster. This ceiling is suspected to have been installed in Period 6, and hence
may post-date the hot-water heating system by some years.
The unexcavated crawl spaces discussed as Rooms 001, 002, 005, and 006 witnessed
little change historically, other than having piping run through them when the hot-water
heating system installed during the early twentieth century.
Stairways: The Koerner House originally had two interior stairways. One of these was
the impressive stairway running between the first floor and attic, which is still in place
and has been described in detail above in Chapter 4. The second interior stairway ran
from Room 104 and led down to the original cellar room (004).
The original stair opening leading to the cellar was located in the southwest corner of
Room 104. The opening measured 2’-10”x5’-0” and probably was covered with a trap
door initially. Since the original stairs here have not survived, we know nothing of their
configuration. However, the tight placement of the stairway in the corner of the room
would have made it awkward to have a straight run. Hence, there may have been an Lshaped stairway, composed of two flights separated by a landing or one having winder
stairs. Circa 1912 the stair opening was enlarged and shifted to the north, and a new set
of steps constructed into the cellar. In order to make this change, the north header beam
framing the original opening had to be cut out. Several old pieces of fabric, including a
whole dress, were used to fill up an abandoned joist pocket on the west side of the
reconfigured stair opening. Also at this time, the south end of the original opening was
infilled with flooring. The framing of the new stair opening also utilized boards believed
to have originated from the exterior porch (Room 107). A new stairway, having eleven
steps incorporated into a straight run (descending north to south), was constructed within
the reconfigured opening. The extensive use of wire nails in the modified stair opening
and new steps suggests that these changes occurred in the early twentieth century. As
discussed earlier in relation to Room 104A, the new stairway was separated from Room
104 by a plank partition wall. The stair opening was closed off in 1984 with a sheet of
plywood, and a bathroom (associated with Apartment 3)was added here.
Flooring: The original flooring used in the main block and rear wing was tongue-andgroove white pine. The flooring was 1” thick and generally measured 5” wide in the
main block, though there was some variability in respect to the width (4-¾” to 5-¼”),
which was not unusual for the period in which the house was built. Some of the flooring
put down in the Room 104 actually approached 10” in width, which is a yet another sign
of this room originally having a more utilitarian function than the chambers in the main
block (which had more uniform flooring). Similar 1”-thick, irregular-width, tongue-andgroove white pine flooring likely was present in Rooms 105 and 106 originally but
eventually was replaced with ¾”x3-¼” tongue-and-groove yellow-pine stock. The
replacement flooring in room 105 was put down with machine-cut nails and possibly that
in Room 106 as well. The ¾”x3-¼ ” flooring in Rooms 105 and 106 potentially was
installed circa 1900, after the Koerner family sold the property to William Winkelmann.
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The wood flooring in a number of rooms in the house (Rooms 102, 103, 104, 105, 203,
204) show evidence of once having had a central floor covering(rug, carpet, etc.) present.
The exposed flooring around the edges of these coverings was painted. Additional details
concerning these floor coverings are presented in the room descriptions above.
By the early twentieth century, linoleum was being installed in parts of the house.
M ult iple layers of this floor covering were put down in Rooms 105 and 205, which
served as kitchens. Linoleum also was put down in Rooms 104 and 201A during the
early twentieth century. M uch of the first-generation linoleum found in the house
appears to have been installed in the early 1920s during Wilhelmina Wehmeyer’s period
of ownership.
Narrow oak flooring ultimately was installed in Room 202, covering the original wide
white-pine flooring. The oak flooring was put down in the first half of the twentieth
century, possibly during the 1920s when the room was remodeled (double doors
enclosed, ceiling dropped, and closet constructed).
In 1984, most of the rooms in the house were carpeted. Exceptions included the front
entrance hall (Room 101) and the kitchen areas in the four apartments, where a wood
substrate was put down and covered with vinyl flooring.
Wall and Ceiling Finishes: M ost of the walls on the first and second floors of the
Koerner House were plaster on brick. The few original frame partitions present (such as
that wall between Rooms 200 and 201) were covered with wood lath and plaster. The
lath is circular-sawn white pine applied with machine-cut nails and averages 1-½ ” in
width. The ceilings on these floors also were covered with lath and plaster originally.
Finish analysis indicates that walls in the principal rooms in the main block (Rooms 102,
103, 202, and 203) were papered from Period 2 through Period 7. In contrast, the walls
in the rear wing were painted initially and had papers introduced later on in certain
rooms, specifically Rooms 104 and 105. M ore specific information concerning wall
finishes, by room, is presented in Chapter 7.
During the early 1920s (Period 6a), drop ceilings with 3/8”-thick gypsum wallboard were
installed in Rooms 201 and 202. Around the same time, the original ceiling plaster in
Rooms 105, 203, and 205 was removed and replaced with gypsum wallboard. This
material also was used to enclose the large double doors of Opening 208 and the attic
stairway during this period. Later on, gypsum wallboard was used to enclose the east
wall of Room 204A, which was framed out as a third bathroom circa 1932 (Period 6b).
In 1984, all of the walls on the first and second floors were furred out and covered with
½” gypsum wallboard. Metal-frame drop ceilings with fiber-based panels also were
installed in most of the rooms at this time.
As discussed above, the walls and ceilings in the attic were never finished out at any
point in the house’s history. The exterior walls here are exposed brick, and the roof
framing also is open.
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The ceilingin the original cellar room (004) originally was left open, with joists exposed,
although the joists were whitewashed. The ceiling later was enclosed with lath and
plaster, which subsequently was torn out (possibly in 1984). After Room 003 was
excavated in the early twentieth century, the ceiling in this room was covered with 3/8”
gypsum wallboard and coated with a thin layer of plaster.
Decorative Features and Trim: The main stairway in the house represented one of the
main decorative features in the house historically. It was visible to all who entered the
house through the formal entrance (Door 100), and its fine open balustrade carried all the
way up to the attic level. The Classical-inspired fireplace mantels present in Rooms 102,
103, 202, and 203 also were prominent decorative features.
The trim work installed in the main block in 1854 was fairly elaborate and is indicative of
the high status of the house at the time of its construction. There was a clear pattern in
how the trim was arranged, with the most detailed being present in those rooms exposed
to public viewing and gradually stepping down from that. The relative quality of trim
was expressed in a variety of ways including mitered versus butted joints, the extent of
molding, and presence or absence of applied moldings. The front entranceway (Room
100), for instance, featured paneling on its walls and ceiling, and this treatment was
carried through into the adjacent hall (Room 101), where the casings of Doors 104 and
105 were paneled, as was the wall beneath the stairway. Similarly, the front parlor
(Room 102) featured paneling below Windows 106 and 107 and side panels flankingthe
fireplace here. The openings in Rooms 101, 102, and 103 had molded trim with applied
moldings and mitered joints. The rooms in the kitchen wing, by contrast, had a more
utilitarian function, and the openings here were supplied with flat trim with butted joints.
The baseboard in the house displayed a comparable “hierarchy”, depending on the
location and function of the room in question. When the bay window addition was
constructed, the windows were trimmed out with flat, whit e pine trim and simple
pedimented hoods, with no applied moldings. These differences in the trim are illustrated
in the profile drawings attached to the preceding chapter as Figures 4-21 and 4-23.
At least two examples of simple, beaded baseboard trim have been documented within
the Koerner House. In one instance, this baseboard trim was being re-used as a nailer for
Door 110, the wide doorway between the Rooms 102 and 103. It is not known whether
this piece of trim originated with the house or represents scrap material salvaged from
another source. The second piece of beaded baseboard was found in a small niche
wedged between the edge of the fireplace in Room 202 and the adjacent trim of Door
207. Although it was inconclusive as to whether this small piece of trim was in its
original place, or being utilized as yet another nailer, there is strong suspicion that it was
in situ. If the trim was in situ, it would imply that the entire suite of current trim
represents a remodeling episode—probably associated with the post 1854 fire
reconstruction of the building—and that the pre-1854 house had a more simple,
traditional trim package such as that represented by the beaded baseboard fragment.
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Furnishings: The personal property inventory compiled after Gustave Koerner’s death in
1896 provides a detailed listing of the interior furnishings and personal effects in the
home at that time. The inventory presents the image of a high-status household, well
furnished and prepared for formal entertainment. In addition to the wide range of
furniture listed, the inventory notes the following: a library of 500 books; eight oil
paintings (including four family portraits); multiple lithographs, steel engravings, and
photographs; a sizable collection of kitchenware, including three different sets of
tableware (silver, plated, and pearl/ivory handled), several dozen plates, and glassware
(champagne and wine glasses, and tumblers), one clock, four mirrors, four stoves, and a
refrigerator. The bedroom furniture and related items listed in the inventory suggest that
there were three or four bedrooms in use in the house at this time. A transcription of
Gustave Koerner’s personal property inventory is presented as Appendix I.
Physical evidence in the Koerner House has given us insights into the potential location
of several pieces of furniture during Gustave Koerner’s lifetime. The blind windows in
Rooms 102 and 202, for instance, present the strong possibility of large pieces of case
furniture (such as a book case or wardrobe) being positioned against the east walls of
these rooms. Similarly, the fact that the shutters on Window 204 of Room 202 are shown
90
closed on two separate historic images of the house several decades apart suggests that
a piece of furniture may have been set before this opening. Additionally, finish lines on
the floor of Room 203 suggest that yet another large piece of case furniture was located
within the northwest corner of this room. Physical evidence of a large built-in cupboard
or dresser was also documented along the east wall of Room 205. Similar evidence for
built-in cabinetry (albeit probably dating from a slightly later period of time) was found
in Room 105, adjacent to the southwest corner of the room.
Openings
Doorways and Doors: The interior doors originally present in the house were
four-paneled, had through tenons, and were built from white pine stock (as
represented by Door 203). Paint analysis suggests that the original interior doors
were always painted. New doorways added during the early twentieth century
(Openings 113, 125, and 227) also had four-paneled doors. During the 1984
remodeling, most of the original interior doors were replaced with modern flush
doors. Steel fire doors also were installed in the stair halls (Rooms 101 and 201)
in 1984.
As discussed above, the original doorways in the house were trimmed out
differently, depending upon their placement in the house. Doorways opening
onto the most public areas of the house (Rooms 101, 102, and 103) had paneled
casings, and the trim on these openings was more ornate than that used in more
private or functional areas. Further doorways details are offered in Chapter 4.
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Both the 1867-69 lithograph and the circa-1890 photograph o f the house show the shutters on this window as
being closed, whereas shutters on the other windows are all opened.
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Windows: This topic has been touched upon in several sections above, including
the exterior descriptions provided in this chapter and in Chapter 4. The only
additional detail offered here relates to the sash weights. The weights for the
double-hung window sashes originally were held with sash rope, a material that
was still being used in the house when Window 114 was enclosed in the early
1920s. Most of the windows eventually had their sash rope replaced by chain,
possibly in the middle twentieth century during Period 6 or 7.
Hardware: The original wood framing used in the construction of the Koerner House was
fastened with machine-cut (“square”) nails. Framing associated with post-1900 additions
and modifications made were attached with wire nails.
As detailed previously in Chapter 4, only a limited amount of original door hardware has
survived, but what has indicates that the doors to the principal rooms in the main block
had mortise locks while those in the rear wing were equipped with rim locks. This
conclusion is based on the two doors that have survived from the Koerner period, namely
Doors 123 and 203. The difference in respect to lock types between the two parts of the
house is easily reconciled when one considers the respective functions and status of these
areas. At the time the Koerner House was constructed mortise locks were not as common
as rim locks, being both more expensive and more time-consuming to install than the
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latter. Hence, mortise locks were entirely appropriate for the formal rooms in the main
block; indeed, their very use is a bit of a status statement on the Koerners’ part and
reflects a desire to provide a high quality appearance to these rooms. The rear wing, by
contrast, was a utilitarian area not exposed regularly to public view, and the more
common rim lock was deemed adequate for the doors here. Door 203 has white porcelain
knobs and butt hinges with flush, half-tight pins. Similar knobs and hinges may have
been used on the other original doors in the main block and rear wing.
Additional information on the historic door and window hardware that survived in the
house is provided in Chapter 4.
M echanical Equipment
Heating, Ventilation:
The Koerner House originally was heated with a
combination of fireplaces and wood or coal burning stoves which were vented
through five interior brick chimneys. Fireplaces were located in Rooms 102, 103,
202, and 203, which represent the four principal rooms in the main block of the
house. These have been described in some detail above but will be further
discussed here. The fireplaces were built 13” to 14” deep and follow the classic
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Rumford design, having tapered sidewalls and a sloped fireback—features that
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Whereas rim locks could simply be screwed to the face a door, installation of a mortise lock involved cutting out a
mortise in the door stile to receive it. T his extra step became less of an issue in respect to time and cost after
machine-mad e doors b egan to be p roduced. T oday, mortise locks are the norm, while rim locks essentially have
been releg ated to the role of replacement or restoration hardware.
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This fireplace deign was developed by Count Rumford in the late 1700s and represented an improvement over
earlier fireplaces with square-sided fireboxes.
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enhanced the radiant heat produced by a fire. The firebox surrounds were
plastered and painted black. A brick hearth, set flush to the wood flooring and
measuring approximately 4’-6”x1’-6”, was present in front of the fireplaces.
During the middle-to-late nineteenth century, the fireplaces were converted over
to coal burners, which required them to be lined with firebrick and reduced their
depth to 4”-5”. All of the brick hearths ultimately were removed except for that
in Room 102.
Rooms 104, 105, 106, 200, 204, 205, and 206 all had chimneys with round flue
vents present, which indicates that they were intended to be heated individually
with stoves. Some of these rooms may have been heated intermittently,
depending on the level of activity taking place within them (Room 200 possibly
being one example). The exact character of the stoves used in the house is
unknown. A cooking stove presumably was located in Room 105 (and maybe
Room 104 originally). The personal property inventory compiled for Gustave
Koerner’s estate in 1896 lists “four stoves” (with a combined value of $12) in the
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house. Koerner’s p robate records also include a bill from B. Lengfelder for
repairing a “Cooking Range” and the “moving and han[d]ling of fancy heating
stove and pipe, &c” (see AppendixI).
During the early twentieth century, the house was supplied with a central hotwater heating system. A boiler was installed in Room 003, which appears to have
been excavated expressly for this purpose. The boiler is believed to have been
coal fired—based on the presence of a coal chute (Window 002) located adjacent
to it—and was vented through the southeast chimney in the main block. This
necessitated the abandonment of the two fireplaces associated with this chimney
(in Rooms 103 and 203), which then had their fireboxes bricked-up. Cast-iron
radiators were placed in the principal rooms on the first and second floors but not
in the basement or attic. The exact date at which the hot-water heating system
was installed is difficult to determine precisely, since none of the fixtures and
hardware associated with the system that may be datable (radiators, boiler, etc.)
have survived. However, we suspect the system dates to Period 5 (circa 19101918), or perhaps Period 6a at the latest. The original boiler appears to have been
replaced by one burning natural gas, probably post-1950. The radiators present in
Room 202 and 203 are documented in photographs taken circa 1984 (see Figures
5-15 and 5-16).
During the 1984 remodeling, the hot-water heating system was abandoned in
favor of an electric forced-air HVAC system. The boiler, radiators, and the
associated piping on the upper floors were removed, and each of the four
apartments built out was equipped with its own air handler, furnace, and air
conditioning compressor. The air handlers and furnaces were stacked together in

93

Leng felder advertised his business as follows: “ Hardware, Cutlery, Cooking and Heating Stoves and Ranges /
Manu facturer o f T in, Copper and Sheet-iron Ware / T in Roofing, Spouting, Etc.”
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utility closets. The compressors were clustered together along the south side of
the bay window onthe east elevation of the house.
Lighting: When originally constructed, the Koerner House possibly was
illuminated with candles, which may later have been supplanted by lamps and/or
chandeliers using “burningfluid”, a combination of turpentine and alcohol. Later
on kerosene lamps likely were used in the home, possibly widely at first and then
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in selected rooms.
There also is evidence for gas lighting in the house. The main supply line entered
the house through Room 004 and then carried upward in the northwest corner of
Room 104, from which point it branched out into the adjacent ceilings. Small
diameter (½” O.D.) piping suspected to be associated with gas fixtures is present
in the ceilings in Rooms 101, 102, and 103 in the main block, as well as in the
ceilings in Room 104 and 105 in the rear wing. Room 105 also had a second gas
fixture mounted on its west wall. The only major room on the first floor not
equipped with gas lighting was Room 106, which is believed to have functioned
as a “dirty room” originally , where messier kitchen-related work was carried out;
fixed lighting apparently was not considered necessary in such a space. Gas
lighting also was present on the second floor of the house, but the was less
extensive than on the floor below. Rooms 202, 204, and 205, for instance, all had
wall-mounted gas fixtures whose supply lines extended off those running through
the ceilings on the first-floor. There is no evidence for gas fixtures in Rooms 200,
201, 203, and 206, however. A potential gas valve also is present in the
basement, in the northwest corner of Room 004. This valve has a nipple to which
a hose would have been attached. Those rooms not equipped with gas fixtures
likely were illuminated with kerosene lamps, some of which may have been fixed
and suspended from the ceiling, while others were more portable and rested on
wall-mounted brackets.
The date at which gas lighting was installed in the Koerner House is not known.
However, this method of lighting first became available in Belleville during the
late 1850s,95 and it certainly appears to have been present in the Koerner House
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T he use o fk erosen e fo r lighting purposes in creased d ramatically aft er 1859, wh en Edwin L. Drak e successfully
drilled the first commercial oil well in the United States, in T itusville, Pennsylvania. Kerosene lamps remained
common in homes well into the twentieth century, persisting in some rural settings up to circa 1940, at which time
electricity became available to ev en the most remote homes due to the efforts o f the Rural Electri fication Ag ency
(Moss 1988:89-93)
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In April 1856 the Belleville Gas Light and Coke Company received permission to lay pipes in the city (Belleville
Weekly Ad vocate 9 April 1856 ). By August 23 o f that same year the company had completed construction o f a
125’x140’ gas plant and 50’x18’ tank located along Richland Creek, at th e cost o f $75,000. The company
proposed laying two miles o fpipe (3 ”, 4”, and 6 ” diameter) in the city and charging customers $3.50 per 1,000
cubic feet of gas (St. Clair Tribune 23 August 1856). In December 1857, the Belleville City Council passed an
ordinance providing for the installation o f gas lighting along the section o f Main Street lying between
Shawneetown Road and Harrison’s Mill, roughly encompassing the central business district (Belleville Weekly
Advocate 18 December 1857). Multiple g as o rdinances ultimately were pass ed in th e city in the y ears that
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by Period 3, evidence for which is provided by the inventory of Gustave
Koerner’s estate, which includes “Chandelier & Gas Fixtures” appraised at $1
(see Appendix I). The gas lighting may have been installed in the house when the
bay window addition was constructed circa 1872. Construction of the addition
involved tearing out much, if not all, of the ceiling in Room 104, and this would
have been a convenient time for the gas pipes to be installed. Gas lighting is
believed to have remained in use in the Koerner House until the early 1920s
(Period 6a), at which time the house was wired for electricity. Although electric
lighting was first introduced to Belleville in the early 1880s, it initially was used
96
primarily for street lamps and only later adopted in homes. Surprisingly, the
majority of residents in the city reportedly were still using gas lighting as late as
1916, even though electricity had become the norm in other St. Clair County
97
communities by this date (Collinsville being one example).
The earliest electrical wiring evident in the Koerner House is of the knob-and98
tube variety. This early wiring system placed an emphasis on overhead lighting,
with a limited number of outlets being present. The wiring was exposed in the
attic and basement but was carefully hidden in the ceilings and walls on the first
and second floors. Wiring between floors was run through notches chiseled into
the brickwork, often through metal conduit. The notches were re-plastered after
the wiring was installed. At least four different brands of porcelain knobs—all
very similar to one another in respect to basic design—were utilized when the
house was electrified, two of which have patent dates embossed on them. One of
followed. In May 1868, for instance, the City Council repealed Gas Ordinance No. 12, and passed a new
ordinance designating gas districts in town (Belleville Weekly Advocate 8 May 1868).
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Electric lighting apparently first became availabl e in Belleville around 1882. In August 1882, the Belleville City
Council passed an ordinan ce p ermitting the erection o fpoles and wire in th e city by th e St. Clair Steam Supply
and Electric Light Company. T his electric lighting was to replace the preexisting system of gas and gasolinepowered lights along city streets (Belleville Weekly Advocate 4 August 1882). Several days after this, the City
Council passed an electric light ordinance (Belleville Weekly Advocate 11 August 1882). Recognizing the shift in
technology, the Belleville Gas Light and Coke Company constructed a powerhous e o f its own in 1895, located on
Switzer Street behind its gas works. Even so, the company remained committed to its existing gas system, as
evidenced by its construction of a 40,000 cubic foot receiving tank in 1902 (Belleville Weekly Advocate 11
November 1895, 28 February 1902). In February 1907, the Belleville Gas Light and Coke Company was
consolidated with the East St. Louis Gas Light Company and ren amed the St. Clair County Gas and Electric
Company (Belleville Daily Advocate 16 February 1907).
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Reporting on the problems encountered by customers after the St. Clair County Gas and Electric Company shifted
from “ artificial” (co al gas) to n atural gas, The Daily Advo cate on October 24, 1916 stated that, “T he majority of
people in this city [Belleville] use g as fo r lighting.” Customers found natu ral g as suitable fo r cooking pu rposes
but encountered problems keeping their light fixtures and gas irons lit (The Daily Advocate, 24 October 1926, p. 1,
col. 3). It is possible that these problems eventually en courag ed many g as customers—including Wilhelmina
Wehmeyer—to make the change to electri c lighting.
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Knob-and-tube wiring is a two-wire, non-grounded, system that derives its name from the porcelain insulators
used to run it. T he “ knobs” function as a clamp and hold the wire in pl ace in unobstructed areas. Hollow,
cylindrical “tubes” are used where wiring p asses through framing members. T his type of wiring system was
common in the United States from the late 1880s into the 1950s.
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the patented knobs is dated April 27, 1909, while the other has a February 3, 1920
date. Another datable piece of hardware associated with the early electric system
is a light socket in Room 004, which was manufactured under patents dated
M arch 21, 1911, August 31, 1915, and May 23, 1916. Assuming the house was
supplied with knob-and-tube wiring in one stage (and we have no evidence to the
contrary), the earliest the house could have been electrified was 1920, based on
the latest patented knob. This assessment is corroborated by the different manner
in which the wiring was run either side of the drop ceilings installed in Rooms
201 and 202 in the early 1920s. The wiring above the drop ceilings simply was
left exposed, while that that below the ceiling surface was hidden from sight. All
evidence suggests that the drop ceilings were installed and the house electrified in
the same remodeling episode, undertaken in the early 1920s (Period 6a) by
Wilhelmina Wehmeyer.
There is evidence for surface-mounted wiring—some run through rigid conduit
and others through armored cable (AC)—at different points around the house
(Rooms 203 and 205 being two examples). This wiring may have been installed
in the early 1960s when the residence was converted to a retirement home. It
appears to have supplemented, rather than have replaced, the original knob-andtube wiring.
The older electrical system was abandoned completely in 1984, and grounded
nonmetallic sheathed (NM) cable was run throughout the house. The new wiring
was run behind the furred out walls and above the drop ceilings installed as part
of the remodeling. Each of the apartments had its own 100-amp breaker box and
a separate shut off switch, the latter of which were located on the exterior on the
east side of the main block. The breaker boxes were located in closets built out in
Rooms 102, 104, 202, and 204.
Plumbing: The Koerner House potentially had a direct water supply (albeit
limited) from its earliest days. In his description of the 1854 fire, Gustave
Koerner mentions having “filled a bucket with water in the kitchen” during the
early stages of the conflagration (Koerner 1909 I:605). The water may have been
drawn by means of a chain driven hand pump connected to a well located below
Room 005 or a nearby cistern (see discussion, Chapter 6). Archaeological
investigations identified a subsurface trench (Feature 18) leading from the cistern
identified as Feature 24 to the interior of the kitchen. This trench may have held
an iron pipe and connected the cistern to a hand pump located within the adjacent
kitchen (see Test 7, Chapter 6). Room 205 eventually was converted into an
upstairs kitchen, likely following the partitioningof the house into two apartments
circa 1910 (Period 5).
No interior bathrooms were present during the Koerner family’s period of
occupation. Instead, the family utilized a privy located in the adjacent yard. One
potential privy pit, possibly dating from the early years of the twentieth century,
appears to be located approximately 30’ due south of the concrete porch deck
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located along the west side of the house. The location of the earlier generation of
privies is not known. In respect to bathing, the Koerners did own a bathtub,
which was listed among the kitchen furnishings in the personal property inventory
compiled after Gustave Koerner’s death (see Appendix I). This tub presumably
was filled with water heated over a stove and was used in one of the rooms in the
rear service wing.
Interior bathrooms appear to have first been installed in the house during the early
twentieth century, during William Winkelmann’s period of ownership. The
bathrooms were located in Rooms 107B and 207B and were stacked above one
another, being integrated within the original side porch. The fixtures in these
rooms were connected to a combination of surface-mounted galvanized steel
supply pipes and both cast iron and lead drain pipes. The common drain/vent
stack shared by the bathrooms is stenciled “KARR and CO. / BELLEVILLE,
ILL.” The piping for the drain/vent stack was obtained from (and possibly
installed by) the Karr Supply Company, a local plumbing contractor and dealer in
99
plumbing and gas-fitting supplies (see Figure 5-17).
Both bathrooms are
believed to have been in place by Period 5 (c1910-1918). However, as discussed
above in the room descriptions, it is possible that the bathroom in Room 207B
may have been installed slightly earlier than that in Room 107B. C irca 1932, a
third bathroom was installed in Room 204A.
During the 1984 remodeling, new kitchen sinks and fixtures were installed in
Rooms 103, 105, 203, and 205, which served as kitchens for the four apartments.
At the same time, new bathroom fixtures were installed in Rooms 204A and 207B
(which had previously served as baths), and two completely new baths were built
out, back-to-back, within Rooms 104 and 104A.
Summary
For over half a century, Gustave Koerner and his family resided at or owned a residence at the
southeast corner of M ascoutah Avenue and Abend Street. For discussion purposes, we have
divided this lengthy period of occupation/ownership into three distinct periods. Period 1 (18481854) concerns the six years the Koerners occupied their first house at this location, before its
destruction by fire in January 1854. Period 2 (1854-c1872) and Period 3 (c1872-1899) cover the
years the family lived in or owned the Koerner House we see today, which was built on the same
location as the original in 1854.
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The Karr Supply Company was located at 129 West Main Street in Belleville and was established by brothers
T heodore Karr and Adam Karr, Jr. T he Karr brothers start ed as partners in a leather business (1887) but by 1894
had shi fted into the plumbing trade, as contractors and dealers in supplies. T he Karr Supply Company received
multiple contracts from the city and county for installing hot-water heating systems in public buildings during the
period 1900-1930. Adam Karr, Jr. died in 1935, but the Karr Supply Company survived him and remained in
business post-1941. Adam Karr also founded the Karr Range Company in Belleville in 1901 (Belleville Public
Library, Newspap er Index; Polk 1941:184).
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Although predating 1854 rebuilding, Period 1 is of great interest from an architectural and
archaeological perspective and is intertwined with the existing Koerner House. Unfortunately,
there is not much information available for this period, and what is known is rather generic in
character. The house constructed by the Koerners in 1848 was of brick construction, 1-1/2 or
two stories in height, and had roughly the same footprint as its successor. Indeed, there is strong
evidence for the existing house having been built on the same perimeter foundations as the
original. All evidence points to the original dwelling having been largely, if not completely,
destroyed by fire in January 1854. The demolition debris littering ground surface in Room 002
is believed to be associated with the original house, having been deposited here in the wake of
the 1854 fire. This material—brick, mortar, plaster, and charred wood fragments (including
flooring)—illustrates the severity of the fire and provides a general sense of the construction
materials used on the original house. In addition, several pieces of framing found in the existing
house appear to be reused stock and potentially were salvaged from the burned dwelling. The
most intriguing of these are two pieces of beaded baseboard found in Rooms 102 and 202. Even
so, nothing really concrete is known regarding the interior finishes or exterior detailing on the
1848 house. Considering that the house location did not change even after 1854, certain
elements of the landscape design evidenced on the Koerner property in later periods
(arrangement of outbuildings, garden, walking etc.) potentially had been established as early as
Period 1; this is merely speculative, however.
The existing house was constructed over the course of 1854 and was ready for occupancy by
January of the following year. This construction episode marks the beginning of Period 2. The
rebuilt Koerner House followed a simplified form of the popular Greek Revival Style, which had
been widely adapted to the brick architecture common to Belleville. Unlike the classical genre
promoted by Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Latrobe, and others during the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries (which drew its inspiration from Roman architecture and the writings
of the sixteenth-century Italian architect Palladio), Greek-R evival architecture developed out of a
new-found appreciation for the profound influence the arts and culture of ancient Greece had had
on Rome. Greece’s role as the birthplace of democracy —via Classical Athens—also had a
powerful appeal in the United States, and this ideological link between the two nations was
accentuated by the War of Independence waged by the Greeks against the Ottoman Empire
between 1821 and 1830. The Greek Revival architectural style began to be adopted for public
buildings on the Eastern Seaboard during the late 1810s (most notably with the Second Bank of
the United States and the water works in Philadelphia) and spread westward from there. The
style was destined to remain popular in the United States up to circa 1860 and was so common
that it was referred to as the “National Style” (McAlester and McAlester 1995:182-184; Hamlin
1926:109, 124-125).
The source of inspiration for Greek Revival was the architecture of the temples of Classical
Greece. American interpretations of the Greek temple form varied. While many institutional,
religious, and government buildings constructed in the United States were near duplicates of
Greek temples, the form was too austere to be rigorously followed with most domestic
construction. Instead, key decorative features of the Classical temple (columns, pediments,
entablature, cornice) were adapted to existing American house forms. Common elements found
on Greek-Revival dwellings include: a low-pitched side- or front-gabled roof; a cornice line
emphasized with a wide trim (frieze) board with returns at the corners; the accentuation of the
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formal entranceway with side and overhead transom lights and elaborate door surrounds; and the
presence of an entrance porch or full-width front porch supported by columns (square or round)
with classical-inspired capitals. Although Greek-R evival domestic architecture saw its greatest
articulation in the ante-bellum plantation homes of the South, basic stylistic elements are found
on contemporary vernacular dwellings in the South and elsewhere in the eastern United States.
Greek Revival’s applicability to domestic design was promoted and disseminated throughout the
United States through such popular building guides as Asher Benjamin’s The Practical House
Carpenter (1830) and The Builder’s Guide (1839) and Minard Lafever’s The Modern Builder’s
Guide (1833, 1841). Aside from offering advice on modern construction techniques, these
guidebooks provided the common carpenter with representative drawings of window and door
surrounds, molding details, and floor and elevation plans that could be easily translated into “real
world” construction (M cAlester and M cAlester 1995:179-184; Hamlin 1926:109, 124-125).
The earliest known Greek-Revival buildings in Illinois date to the middle 1830s. Once
introduced, the style seems to have spread very quickly throughout the state. The transition from
Federal to Greek Revival was particularly abrupt in respect to public buildings. For example,
when the citizens of Vandalia started construction on a new capitol building in 1836 they
selected a des ign in the familiar Federal style. Yet, only one year later, work had started on a
brand new capitol building in Springfield that was distinctly Greek Revival, having two porticos
supported by Doric columns, pedimented gable-end walls, wall pilasters, and a Doric entablature
complete with triglyphs and metopes. The cornerstone on the capitol in Springfield was laid on
July 4, 1837. Preceding this building by one year was the State Bank in Shawneetown (1836),
which was constructed in the form of a Greek temple of the Doric order. Given their
prominence, the State Bank and the Old State Capitol set the standard for public buildings that
followed them in Illinois, and over the next decade, Greek-Revival-courthouses were erected in
counties across the state. M any of these courthouses had a front-gabled, temple form similar to
the Shawneetown Bank, including those in Adams County (1837), Jo Daviess County (1839),
Knox County (1839), and Sangamon County (1845). Two of the earliest high-style, domestic
examples of the Greek Revival in the state are the John Wood Mansion (1835) in Quincy and the
Henry B. Clarke House (1836) in Chicago.
Hence, by the time the Koerner House was rebuilt in 1854, Greek Revival was a wellestablished, if not conservative, style. Greek Revival elements originally integrated into the
Koerner House’s design were not extensive but did include flat stone lintels over windows and
doors, a brick cornice with dentils, and a recessed front entranceway with classical door
surround. The house was well built and substantial in size, but not overly elaborate—attributes
that bespeak of Gustave Koerner’s successful career and affluence but essentially modest
character.
The original arrangement of the Koerner House whereby there was no interior connection
between the main block and rear wing (access being made on the exterior via the west porch)
seems odd and inconvenient by today’s standards and has accordingly been the subject of much
discussion throughout the course of this project. Structural evidence, however, clearly shows
that there was no direct access between the two parts of the house on the first floor until the early
twentieth century, when Door 113 was added in the common wall separating Rooms 103 and
104. A narrow doorway (211) was present on the second floor, between Rooms 203 and 204, but
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this was quite narrow (2’-3-½”, which is more reflective of a closet door than a standard
entrance) and was intended for private, family traffic between two bedrooms. Equally odd was
the absence of an interior stairway between the first and second floors of the rear wing. This too
would have required the use of the west porch to go between the two floors. To make up for the
absence of an interior stairway in the wing, all six of the rooms were provided with exterior
doorways opening onto the west porch.
The complete separation of kitchen/service-related facilities from formal living space in the
home was by no means uncommon in the nineteenth century. However, this arrangement tended
to be more prevalent earlier in the century and more common on rural properties, particularly in
regions with milder climates. One noted example is The Hermitage, Andrew Jackson’s Home
outside Nashville, Tennessee, which has a detached kitchen separated from the main house by a
covered passageway. A more northern example is the home of William Henry Harrison at North
Bend, Hamilton County, Ohio. This home, which was destroyed in an 1858 fire, was of log
construction but was quite large and followed a classic Georgian five-part plan, having a central
block with adjoining wings connected by hyphens. The Harrison residence had an attached rear
service wing, whose only direct connection to the main house was through a doorway that
opened onto a landing associated with the stairway in entrance hall. The kitchen also had two
exterior doorways, both of which opened onto porches from which the main house could be
accessed. This floor plan, while not as comprehensive in its separation of the main block from
the service wing as the Koerner House, nonetheless still isolated the kitchen facilities from the
dining room in the home. Both of the examples cited reflect Southern influences (Jackson being
born in South Carolina and Harrison in the Tidewater of Virginia) and do not necessarily have
application to the Koerner House, from either a regional or ethnic perspective; even so, they both
illustrate the degree to which service-related facilities often were separated from formal space
within an upper-class home duringthe first half of the nineteenth century.
Perhaps a more applicable example is the Hahn House in M illstadt (St. Clair County), Illinois.
This home is suspected to have been constructed circa 1860, potentially by Henry Hahn. It has
an exterior massing and interior floor plan that is very similar to the Koerner House (see
Appendix V for photos). The main block has a three-bay façade and follows a double-pile, sidehall plan, with the side hall extending the full depth of the house. Also, the principal rooms on
the first and second floors of the main block are connected by wide doorways with double doors
(like Rooms 102 and 103 and Rooms 202 and 203 in the Koerner House). The rear wing of the
Hahn House is not as deep as the Koerner House—having only two rooms, as opposed to three—
but it does have a shed roof and its exterior openings attempt to be symmetrical to those in the
main bock. However, there is an interior doorway between the main block and rear wing house,
which Koerner House originally did not have.
Another property worthy of discussion is the M oore-Knobeloch House located just east of
Bellev ille in Shiloh Valley Township.100 This farm residence is an I-House with a two-story
service wing, potentially constructed by David Moore in the 1850s. Although the massing and
100

This residence and its associated outbuildings recently were record ed in an Illinois Historic Buildings Survey (ILHABS) documentation form prepared by Fev er River Research fo r Southwestern Illinois College (SWIC). T he
farmstead is slated for demolition as part of a proposed expansion of the SWIC campus.
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floor plan of this home is different from that at the Koerner House (being only single pile and
having a five-bay façade), the arrangement of its entrance hall and main staircase in relationship
to the two-story porch on the rear of the dwelling bears an uncanny resemblance to those at the
Koerner House; so much so, that one can easily believe the same carpenter was involved in both
projects. The M oore-Knobeloch House, however, does have an interior doorway between the
main block and service wing on the first floor. There also is an interior stairway between the
upper and lower floors of the wing—a feature lacking in the Koerner House.
The properties offered as comparables are by no means comprehensive. Even so, we feel that the
complete separation of the main block and rear service wing of the Koerner House is somewhat
unique, being neither easily attributable to regional or ethnic distinction but rather being a
reflection of the Koerners’ own preferences and personal tastes. The original arrangement
appears less odd when one considers a number of factors potentially influencing the Koerners
when they set out to rebuild their home in 1854. To begin with, the family had just witnessed
their original home at the corner of M ascoutah and Abend destroyed in a fire, and it is reasonable
to believe that fire prevention would have been of paramount concern to them—perhaps even
excessively so, given the magnitude of their recent loss. A common wall without interior
openings between the main block and rear wing would have served as an effective firewall,
preventing the spread of a conflagration begun in one section of the building to the other. Fire
could still bypass firewalls by jumping between roofs (and indeed commonly did) but the chance
of this happening in the case of the Koerner House was reduced to some extent by the fact that
roofs over the main block and rear wing were not integral with one another. It also is of note that
all but one of the original interior partition walls within the house was of brick construction,
rather than frame. This too would have helped contain a fire, or at least slow its progress.
Another feature that would have impeded the spread of a fire within the house was the absence
of an interior stairway between the first and second floors of the rear wing. To make up for this
absence, all six of the rooms in the wing had exterior doorways that opened onto the side porch.
Other factors potentially at play in the decision to separate the two halves of the house were the
character of cooking in the nineteenth century, as well as the social barriers existing at that time.
Cooking can be a dirty activity by its very nature, and this was particularly so in era when the
heat source utilized (wood or coal) produced smoke and soot—a factor an upper-class family
such as the Koerners may have been especially conscience of and desired to be insulated from
within their formal domestic space. Similarly, they may have wanted to prevent, or at least
significantly reduce, common kitchen noise (i.e. the clatter of pots, pans, and dishes, and banter
between the kitchen help) from intruding upon their refined parlor setting. Whatever
inconveniences presented by the floor plan would have been mitigated by the fact that hired
domestic help seems to have been employed throughout most, if not all, of the period that
Gustave and Sophie Koerner occupied the residence. Census records from 1850, 1860, 1870,
and 1880 all report at least one, if not two or three, domestics residing with the Koerners, and it
was these individuals who would have had the primary responsibility and burden of bringingthe
prepared food and dishes between the two sections of the house during Period 2, prior to the
addition of the bay window in Room 104.
Indeed, one could posit that the very presence of hired help residing within the home contributed
to the decision to create such a sharp demarcation of living space. Specific information on
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domestic servants in Illinois during the middle nineteenth century is relatively limited. What is
known, however, suggests that good, reliable help often came at a high cost and was hard to
keep. This problem has been discussed by a number of Lincoln scholars in regard to Springfield,
101
Illinois.
Belleville’s proximity to the large urban center of St. Louis no doubt made it all the
harder for the Koerners to find and keep good help, since there would have been ample demand
for this class of worker. To emphasize this point, each of the aforementioned censuses (18501880) lists a different set of servants in the Koerner House. Admittedly, many domestics in this
period were teenage girls or young women who entered the profession with no intention of
making a career out of it. Hence, it is not entirely surprising that they wouldn’t remain with a
family for a protracted period. Yet, it was this very sort of employee—young and relatively
inexperienced help from modest backgrounds, prone to a high turn-over rate—that could foster a
need in the mind of an employer for sharply demarcating social spheres and barriers within the
home, especially if the domestics involved lived within their employers’ residence, as was the
case with the Koerners. Just as the kitchen-related facilities in the Koerner House were separated
from the formal rooms on the first floor, the sleeping quarters of the domestic help were located
on the second floor of the rear wing, well removed from the principal family bedrooms in the
main block. Social norms were at play here, as was personal privacy. It is of note that live-in
domestics are not known to have been present in either the Moore-Knobeloch House or Hahn
House during the nineteenth century. Also, the families who occupied these homes did not
engage in formal entertainment on the scale that the Koerners did. As such, it is perhaps not
surprising that these homes lacked the rigid separation of space exhibited by the Koerner House.
The original intent of the Koerners in providing a separation between the main block and rear
wing of their home may never be determined with certainty. Regardless, the Koerners seem to
have been very attached to maintaining this separation during their period of ownership. In time,
the northern end of the side porch was “glassed-in” in some fashion (possibly through the use of
storm windows installed on a seasonal basis) to create a sheltered passageway between the main
block and rear wing. This change was effected in Period 3. While the first-story porch enclosure
no doubt provided welcome relief during the winter months, an equally effective solution would
have been to provide an interior doorway between Rooms 103 and 104, as was done later on; yet,
the Koerners chose not to do this.
Physical evidence suggests that the Koerner House experienced no recognizable changes in
respect to its floor plan during Period 2. The only structural change evident was the addition of
an exterior bulkhead entrance to the cellar (Room 004), which may actually have been added at
the very beginningof Period 2 when the house was being rebuilt. The general appearance of the
exterior of the home during Period 2 is well represented by the lithograph published in 18671869. Several important landscape features had been established by this time, including a
freestanding trellis (arbor) in the front yard, fencing bordering the public sidewalks along the
north and west sides of the property, and stone curbing along the streets. All of these features
would persist into Period 3.
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Mary T odd Lincoln was by all accounts a very difficult employer, but her experience in retaining servants is
illustrative of the challeng es faced by matrons in keeping domestic help during the 1840s and 1850s (Winkle
2001:227-228).
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Period 3 (c1872-1899) covers the second half of the Koerner family’s occupation and ownership
of the Koerner House and also corresponds to Gustave and Sophie Koerner’s retirement years.
At the beginning of Period 3 (c1872-1896) the Koerner House underwent a significant
remodeling, which involved the exterior being updated in an Italianate mode, the addition of
two-story bay window on the east elevation, and the installation of gas lighting. The Italianate
“updating” was seen most visibly in the reconfiguration of the eaves on the house and front
cornice. The original close eaves were abandoned in favor of extended eaves, and that on the
front (north) elevation was provided with a built-in gutter. The original brick cornice on the
front elevation also was covered over with a frieze board to which modillions were attached
along its length. The pentagonal bay window added during this period significantly expanded
Rooms 104 and 204 and influenced the subsequent use of those chambers. Originally a service
room, Room 104 is believed to have become a semi-formal space in Period 3, perhaps being
utilized as a family dining room. The north end of the side porch also was “glassed in” during
this period—a modification no doubt influenced by the change in function of Room 104. A
metal roof also was added to the Koerner House in Period 3. This would have been done after
the eaves were extended.
It is difficult to provide a precise date for when these various modifications occurred, and that is
why circa-1872 has been proposed for them. Although consciously intended to allow some
leeway, the dating has a solid basis. Both the 1867-1869 lithograph and 1869 bird’s-eye view
suggest that the remodeling occurred after they were published—meaning post 1869. The year
1872 has some significance in Gustave Koerner’s life in that it marked his last campaign for
public office, an unsuccessful bid for Governor. By the end of 1872, Koerner was ready to retire
from politics and concentrate his energies to his private legal practice and to local affairs. This
decision represented a major life change for him and his family. Now that Gustave was in
Belleville on a more consistent basis than ever before, it would only be natural that he and
Sophie would consider remodeling their home to some extent. There presumably would have
been more opportunities for formal entertainment and the hosting of out-of-town guests. The
Koerner House also was now nearly twenty years old and perhaps seemed slightly dated in an era
where Italianate and Second Empire architecture was in vogue and a rebuilding impulse was
spreading throughout the county on the approach of the Centennial. The fact that the Koerners
adopted Josephine Voelker around this same time may have provided further incentive to
increase the living space in the house and make the other updates discussed. The remodeled
house apparently met Sophie and Gustave’s needs for the remainder of their lives, for no other
major structural changes are known to have been made to the dwelling prior to their deaths. Of
course, they did make occasional updates to the interior finishes in their home after 1872. Also,
at some point they abandoned the balcony located off Room 202 and had its decking and railing
removed. Following Gustave’s death in 1896, the Koerner House appears to have seen just
routine maintenance (as suggested by probate records) until being sold to William Winkelmann
in 1899.
The nineteen years William Winkelmann owned the Koerner House has been divided into two
periods: Period 4 (1899-c1910) and Period 5 (c1910-1918). During Period 4, the Koerner House
appears to have been rented out as a single-family residence. Rooms 107B and 207B are
believed to have been framed out during these years, with the former being used as an enclosed
porch and the latter as a bathroom. The ceiling on the upper deck of the porch also was replaced
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at this time, as was the flooring in Room 105. In Period 5, the house was divided into two
apartments. Changes effected as part of this conversion included: the addition of a second
bathroom, in Room 107B, the enclosure of Door 116 ; the framing out of Room 104A and the
remodeling of the basement stairway; and the addition of Doors 113 and 125. The hot-water
heating system may also have been installed in the house duringthis period.
In 1918, the Koerner House was acquired by Wilhemina Wehmeyer. This marked the beginning
of what has been discussed as Period 6 (1918-1946). During her first years of ownership,
Wehmeyer still maintained a second rental unit in the home. During the early 1920s, however,
the residence briefly reverted back to single-family, a shift coinciding with the recently married
Irwin and Henrietta Wehmeyer taking up residence with Wilhelmina. The house witnessed
many updates during the early 1920s including: the installation of linoleum and new wallpaper in
most rooms; the remodeling of Room 202; the enclosure of the attic stairway and addition of a
drop ceiling in Room 201; and installation of electricity to the home. The side porch also is
suspected to have assumed its final configuration at some point during Period 6. By the late
1920s, Wehmeyer had returned to renting out a portion of her home to a tenant. She added a
third unit circa 1932, during the Great Depression, and it was around this time that Room 204A
was added.
In Period 7 (1946-1963), the home once again became a single-family residence under the
ownership of the Heidelbergs. Between 1952 and 1963, Charlotte Heidelberg (Wilhelmina
Wehmeyer’s daughter) also operated an art goods store within the home. We have no evidence
of major changes occurring to the Koerner House during this period, and the floor plan appears
to have remained static. It is not known for certain in which room(s) the art goods store was
located, but Room 102 represents the most likely candidate given its proximity to the front door.
Room 103 might also have been employed for this purpose.
In Period 8 (1963-1984), the Koerner House functioned as the Heidelberg Retirement Home.
Charlotte Heidelberg also resided here up until her death in 1978. Alterations effected to the
home during this period appear to have been primarily mechanical in nature, involving the
addition of additional wiring, smoke/fire detectors, handrails, and possibly a common-use phone
(in Room 101). There is no evidence of modifications being made to the existing floor plan at
this time, though some changes in respect to room function must have been made, considering
that multiple non-family residents were once again beingtaken into the home. Unfortunately, we
have no information regarding the average number of retirees residing at the Koerner House
during this period or which rooms the manager, Charlotte Heidelberg, retained as her living
quarters.
Finally, at the beginning of Period 9 (1984-2001), the Koerner house was converted into a fourunit apartment building, which resulted in some of the original rooms being partitioned to create
new closets, bathrooms, and utility rooms. The original walls were furred out at this time, drop
ceilings were added to many rooms, and new wiring and HVAC systems were installed. Some
of the original interior trim work also was removed during the remodeling.

212

Figure 5-1. Detail of the 1932 insurance policy Wilhelmina Wehmeyer took out on a garage
associated with the Koerner House. The garage is suspected to have been located southeast
of the residence. This policy also is of interest in that it confirms that the house had a
“metal” roof at this date.
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Figure 5-2. Detail of the 1867-69 lithograph of the Koerner House, illustrating the character of the fencing, sidewalks, and
steps present on the north and west sides of the property during the middle nineteenth century. Also note the stone curbing
edging the streets, as well as the plantings around the house.
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Figure 5-3. View of the Halbert residence in Bellville (Brink, McDonough, and Company
1881:opp. 212). This house has a similar massing as the Koerner House. Also note the
extensive use of trellises on the side of the house. There is evidence of similar trellis work
having been present on the Koerner House historically.
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Figure 5-4. Detail of the 1867-69 lithograph of the Gustave Koerner House, showing the Lshaped porch on the west elevation of the dwelling. Note how the porch originallyextended
to the southwest corner of the main block and was open on both levels. The paneled
balustrade shown is suspected to be artistic license.
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Figure 5-5. Sectional through the rear wing of the Koerner House, illustrating the original
character of the side porch.
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Figure 5-6. Sectional and side views of the original porch girder, illustrating the bead and
the recesses cut for the floor joists. This girder and has an exposed bead on each side of the
lower surface of the beam and was painted. The material is oak.
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Figure 5-7. Sectional drawing of the balustrade present on the side porch during Period 3.
These drawings are based on fragments from the original porch that were salvaged and
used as framing materials in later remodeling projects.
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Figure 5-8. Drawing illustrating the character of the “glassed” enclosure added to the
north end of the side porch during Period 3. This view looks south. Parts of this enclosure
later were integrated into Room 107B.
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Figure 5-9. Detail of the 1867-69 lithograph of the Koerner House illustrating the original
character of the brick chimneys on the main block. One of the upper courses of brickwork
is stepped out, providing a simple corbel.

Figure 5- 10. Another detail of 1867-69 lithograph, showing the original character of the
eaves and cornice on the main block. The eaves are close, with only a slight overhang. The
front cornice had corbelled (or stepped) brickwork with dentils.
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Figure 5-11. Flooring detail Room 102, illustrating the paint sequence prior to circa 1920.
There were at least two, if not three, generations of central floor coverings around which
the exposed flooring was painted. Area “A” represents the earliest covering (measuring 8’6”x11’ in size), and the flooring here was never painted. Areas “B” and “C” are painted a
reddish-brown color and exhibit enough differences in hue to suggest the presence of a
second floor covering, larger than first (delineated by the dashed line). Areas A, B, and C
ultimately were overlain by a covering stretching between the north and south walls, and
the remnant flooring on the east west (Area “D”) was painted yellow. Area “E” denotes the
paint line left by the removed baseboard. Area “F” is another paint line of unknown
association. Linoleum eventually was installed over the entirety of the floor.
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Figure 5-12. Flooring detail in Room 103, illustrating the paint sequence prior to circa
1920. Like in the adjacent room, there were at least two generations of central floor
coverings around which the exposed flooring was painted. Area “A” represents the earliest
covering (measuring approx. 8’x10’ in size), and the flooring here was never painted. A
second covering, measuring about 11’ square,later was installed in the room, covering both
Area “A” an d “B”, while Area “C” was painted yellow. Area “D” denotes the paint line
left by the removed baseboard. Linoleum eventually was installed over the entirety of the
floor.
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Figure 5-13. Drawings of the closet added to the south end of Room 104A early in the
twentieth century. These drawings are based on the “ghost” image left on the walls and
ceiling by the closet and its associated features.
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Figure 5-14. Suspected evolution of Room 104 and adjacent side porch through time.
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Figure 5-15. Interior photograph of Room 202 taken around 1984, prior to the house being
remodeled into apartments. Note the radiator on the south (right) side of the room.

Figure 5-16. Interior photograph of Room 203 taken around 1984, prior to the house being
remodeled into apartments. Note the radiator in front of the fireplace and the paneled
door at right associated with Opening 211.
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Figure 5-17. The piping used for the soil/vent stack on the Koerner House was obtained
from the Karr S upply Company, an advertisement for which is presented above (Leshnick
1920:38). S ince they were contractors, as well as suppliers, Karr potentially was
responsible for installing the interior plumbing system in the Koerner House during the
early twentieth century.
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Figure 5-18. Koerner House chronology. Key events in Gustave Koerner’s life have been indicated, as well as subsequent
changes in ownership and construction episodes.
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Chapter 6: Archaeology
Introduction
Often, the archaeological component of an historic structure report is poorly developed, and
sometimes even completely ignored. This team firmly believes in the contribution archaeology
can make to the understanding of a building and its evolution through time, and incorporates
archaeological research into the study of a building, not as a secondary task, but as a unique tool
to understanding the evolution of the structure through time. Archaeology is not only a
belowground research tool, but also a unique approach to the evaluation/inspection of the
aboveground building. This strong material culture approach to the archaeology of the
aboveground structure results in a more holistic interpretation of a building, and its influence is
apparent in the previous Existing Conditions Survey results presented earlier.
This chapter primarily discusses the results of the archaeological investigations that were
conducted around the perimeter of the Koerner House in 2005. These limited subsurface
investigations were conducted to address specific research questions regarding the existing
conditions and/or evolution of the Koerner House and associated landscape.
During late September of 2005, archaeology was initiated around the house. The fieldwork for
this project was completed in early November of that same year. This research, although limited
in scope, was directed at addressing specific research questions. The limited number of
archaeological test units positioned around the house were located in areas to address specific
research questions relatingto the evolution of the structure through time (such as the evolution of
the various porch systems), to document structural conditions (such as along the east wall of the
rear wing where a potential cistern or well is located), and/or to assess the potential integrity of
the surrounding yard’s archaeological deposits. Additionally, it was hoped that the archaeology
would address the issue regardingthe extent of the fire that impacted the early Koerner House.
All archaeological investigations in 2005 were conducted by Fever River Research under the
direction of M ansberger using standard archaeological methods. Each excavation unit was
excavated in levels using a combination of shovel scraping and troweling techniques. All soils
were screened through ¼” hardware cloth. Each level and unique provenience was bagged
separately and assigned a separate provenience (or “Lot”) number. Lot proveniences and lot
inventories are attached to this report as Appendix VI and Appendix VII, respectively.
Although archaeological investigations can also be very fruitful within the rear and side yards of
a property such as the Koerner House—and can help to identify potential activity areas and
outbuildings, such work was not part of the existing project. Although much of the yard
associated with the Koerner House has been impacted by post-1900 construction activities and/or
urban encroachment, limited investigations within these areas might be fruitful in the near future.
Results of the 2005 Archaeological Investigations
During the course of the archaeological investigations at the Koerner House in 2005, a total of
seven 1m by 2m test units were excavated. These units were placed on all four sides of the
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building in locations identified in hopes of addressing specific research questions, as well as
insights into the evolution of the yardscape (particularly for evidence of the 1850s fire). Each
test unit is described in detail below. Photographs illustrating the archaeological investigations
are included at the end of the chapter.
Test 1 was located along the front (north) elevation of the Koerner House immediately adjacent
to the front steps and the main house foundation. The objective of excavating this 1m by 2m test
unit was to determine the depth and condition of the foundations associated with both the main
block of the house and the front steps.
The excavation of Test 1 indicates that the foundations along the front of the house were
constructed in three distinct “stages.” The first stage of construction involved the excavation of a
trench and the laying of the below-grade section of the foundation wall. Along the front of the
building, this below-grade section of the wall extended approximately 46cm (1’6”) below the
circa 1848 ground surface. Being laid in a trench, this stonework is fairly irregular and poorly
coursed. A thin lens of mortar capped the narrow builder’s trench and the early ground surface.
From this point up, the masons used more uniformly sized and/or worked blocks of stone laid in
roughly horizontal courses. This above-grade and/or exposed stonework consisted of
approximately 50cm of exposed wall. Capping this stonework was a single 30cm wide dressed
stone water table upon which the brick wall was begun. Currently, the base of the foundation
wall is only 56cm (1’10”) below the current grade. The foundation walls for the adjacent porch
landing were laid up in stone and extended only 47cm below the existing grade. These short
foundation walls—which were slightly shallower than the main house foundations—butted
against the main house foundations, and were not an integral part of those walls.
The artifact density from this test was low. Nonetheless, several distinctive artifacts were
recovered from the ground surface, and from within and adjacent to the top of the builder’s
trench. These artifacts included several fragments of a blue edge decorated plate. These artifacts
suggest that a domestic component may have been present on this lot prior to the 1848
102
construction of the house.
The excavation of this test unit indicates that very little topsoil
and/or midden deposits were present at this location. One of the more interesting artifacts
recovered from this test unit was an 1867 Shield-type five-cent piece.
Additionally, a small (approximately 45cm diameter) and shallow (approximately 20cm deep) pit
identified as Feature 3 was located within this test unit. This shallow pit probably represents a
hole excavated for an ornamental planting. Braided twine and burlap found in the pit suggests
that it was of relatively recent origin. Unfortunately, the age of the planting or the type of plant
placed in this location is not known.
Test 2 was located adjacent to the southwest corner of the main block of the Koerner House.
This 1m by 2m test unit was excavated in hopes of locating physical remains of the original
porch foundation system that was suspected to be present at this location. The presence of this
porch foundation was predicated on both archival evidence (the circa 1867-69 lithograph) and
102

The presence o f additional pearlware and undecorat ed creamware sh erds from this site attests to the pre-Ko erner
component that probably existed at this site. T here is some possibility that the well (identified as Feature 21) may
represent a component of that earlier occup ation.
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physical remains present above-grade (filled in joist and/or rafter pockets in the wall overhead).
The excavation of this test unit located remnants of the early porch system (Feature 4), as well as
evidence of the 1854 fire and rebuilding of the house (Feature 7). At this location, it was
determined that the main house foundations originally extended approximately 40cm below the
historic grade.
Feature 4 is the remnants of the stone perimeter foundation wall for the early porch. This stone
wall was shallowly constructed (approximately 2 courses high) on the historic grade. Although
mortar was apparently used, the majority of the mortar appears to have eroded from the wall.
M uch of the wall was constructed with sandstone. It was approximately 25-30cm wide and its
base was located only about 20cm below the existing ground surface. This wall had a finished
exterior and rough, unfinished interior surface. The end of this foundation wall, where it had
abutted the main house foundation, had s lumped and/or settled slightly—due to the undermining
of the wall by the utility line trench (Feature 5).
Feature 5 is a wide and relatively deep utility line trench that runs east/west and terminates
immediately to the west of the porch foundation wall (Feature 4). At that point, the surface
trench was tunneled beneath the porch wall. This trench contained a single 2” diameter iron pipe
that had an elbow that turned up immediately inside of the foundation wall. It is not known what
this pipe may have carried—but it is suspected that it either was an early water line or gas line.
Brick rubble and machine cut nails were present in the trench fill.
Feature 6 is the shallow poured concrete foundation wall associated with Room 107B. This
foundation wall extended only about 5cm below the existing grade.
The fill (identified as Feature 7) behind the stone foundation wall of the early porch was
distinctive in its character and consisted of sterile subsoil fills mixed with brick, ash, and an
occasional burned and/or melted artifact. This material probably originated from within the
Koerner House at the time of the 1854 fire, and was redeposited in this location during the 1855
remodeling and/or rebuilding (and represents a combination of construction and demolition
debris from the 1855 remodeling). This fill contained heavily patinated dark green/black bottle
glass, an unusual brass hook, a brass loop shank button (impressed “QUALITY EXTRA FINE”),
machine-cut nails, melted glass, saltglazed stoneware, as well as an unidentified lead item.
Feature 7 appears to extend beneath the floor of Room 107C (the closet located below the porch
stairway) and probably beneath the concrete pad associated with the existing porch deck. This
fill should be considered significant—and during any proposed construction activity, this area
should be investigated.
Test 3 was located along the west edge of the concrete deck of the existing rear porch (Room
107) in an area where we suspected an original porch pier (from an earlier porch system) would
be located. Previous structural investigations of the existing porch system suggested that the
roof system of the existing porch dates from the middle nineteenth century (either the 1848
original structure or the 1854 rebuilding), and that subsequent modifications during the early
years of the twentieth century resulted in the replacement of the original upright support posts
with a new set placed slightly closer to the rear kitchen ell—and changing what probably were
close eaves to boxed eave construction. As a result, the current concrete porch deck is slightly
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narrower than the suspected original deck, and it was hoped that the excavation of a 1m by 2m
test unit at this location would result in the discovery of an original porch pier.
The excavation of Test 4 resulted in documenting the same stone perimeter foundation wall
identified in Test 2 (albeit identified as Feature 8 in this test). Inplaces, the stone wall was fairly
intact, but in other locations (such as the southern half of the test unit) the wall had been
dismantled and all that remained was the filled in and/or robbed wall trench. This stone wall
appears to have been more substantial than that recognized in Test 2—suggesting that it was
more of a bearing wall than the side walls of the porch. Feature 8 measured approximately 1516: (38-40cm) wide and extended 40cm below the surface at the south end and only 30cm below
surface at the north end of Test 3. Based on the location of this wall, the original porch deck
would have been approximately 8’0” wide—in contrast to the current 7’0” width.
Additionally, two small rectangular barbeque cooking pits were identified within this test
excavation unit (Features 9 and 10). Both of these pits were shallow and utilized salvaged bricks
for lining the pit and/or supportingthe metal grill. Both pits utilized charcoal briquettes for fuel.
One of the more interesting artifacts recovered from this test unit was an 1885 Liberty Head fivecent piece.
Test 4 was located near the suspected southwest corner of the original rear porch. Prior to
excavation, a circular depression (approximately 1-2m in diameter) was noted in this area, and
the depression suggested the possible presence of a filled-in cistern. The placement of a cistern
immediately off the corner of a working porch is a common nineteenth century practice, as the
gutter system on the porch would supply the water to fill such a cistern. This 1m by 2m test unit
was excavated in hopes of uncovering the remains of the porch foundation system (such as a
stone pier) as well as potentially clipping the edge of the potential cistern. Although the
excavation of this test unit did uncover and expose the corner of the perimeter foundation wall
associated with the early porch (identified as Feature 8), it did not uncover the suspected cistern.
No features were noted in the area of the depression. Subsequently, a shallow window was
excavated across the depression to substantiate this conclusion—and it was determined that no
subsurface feature was present beneath this depression. Additionally, a shallow drip edge from
the overhead porch roof was also identified in this test unit (and identified as Feature 11).
Test 5 was located adjacent to the southwest corner of the rear service wing, and in line with Test
4. This 1m by 2m test unit was excavated in order to assess the character of the stone
foundations in this section of the building, as well as to determine the presence or absence of a
foundation for the earlier porch. The excavation of this test documented the presence of an
abandoned perimeter stone foundation that once supported the earlier porch. Although this
foundation predominately abutted the rear service wing (exhibiting a cold or butt joint), the last
stone laid in the foundation wall appears to span both the rear service wing and porch
foundation—suggesting that these two foundations systems were laid at the same time. The end
wall foundations for this porch were much less substantial than those located in Test 3 and 4.
The excavation of this test also indicated that the rear service wing foundation extended 64cm
(2’1”) below the historic grade (which is approximately 25cm higher now than it was in circa
1855). The stone foundations at this location—which represents the rear service wing—are more
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substantial than those associated with the front of the building. Unlike the main house
foundation, these foundation walls were laid up with larger stones in relatively well defined
courses.
Additionally, during the course of the excavation of Test 5, several large stones were noted at/or
near the existing surface and adjacent to the edge of a shallowly buried brick walkway. These
stones, identified as Feature 12, probably represent ornamental landscaping and are similar to
those noted in Test 6. The south edge of the brick walkway ended with a clean break
immediately past the southwest corner of the building; the north end of the walk abutted the
current poured concrete porch deck and a stone step. The stone step and brick walkway,
identified as Feature 13, probably date to the early twentieth century when the existing porch
configuration was established. This walkway appears to lead due south to the edge of the lot
where a concentration of surface artifacts and slight depression suggests the location of a privy
pit.
Test 6 was located adjacent to the southeast corner of the rear service wing. This 1m by 2m test
unit was excavated at this location to assess the character of the rear service wing foundations, as
well as to assess the function of several stones partially exposed at the surface at this location.
This test documented foundations similar to those identified in the adjacent Test 5.
Upon the initial excavation of this test unit, it appeared that a stone wall might be located south
of the existing building. Three stones were found in line that appeared to possibly indicate the
presence of a stone foundation wall trending in a southerly direction from the southeast corner of
the building. Additionally, this test unit was located directly beneath one of the vertical “ghosts”
within the adjacent brick wall. This “ghost” was evident in the painted wall and appears to
document the presence of a vertical board attached to the side of the building. A series of four of
these boards—spaced at approximate 4’ intervals—are present along the south wall of the rear
service wing. The excavation of this test unit indicated that there was no subsurface
manifestation of the “ ghosts” on the wall, and the three stones lying in a line at the southeast
corner of the rear service wing were set on a relatively recent cinder-rich midden (high in the
profile) and were not laid in a wall. It is suspected that these stones (identified as Feature 15)
represent an ornamental placement of stones (garden or landscape rock).
Test 7 was located adjacent to the east wall of the rear service wing immediately adjacent to the
low, brick-arched opening located within the wall. This opening was suspected as spanning a
well. The north edge of the test unit abutted the stone steps adjacent to Door 121. This test unit
was capped by a partially disturbed brick pavement and a variety of stone, brick and wood rubble
that formed a temporary enclosure for the wall opening. The brick pavement was laid in an
herringbone pattern from relatively hard, machine-made brick and extended approximately
2.80m from the side of the building. The pavement was edged with a brick laid on edge. This
brick pavement probably dates from the later nineteenth—if not early twentieth—centuries.
After removing the brick pavement, a dark colored cinder and coal rich fill was encountered.
This fill was thickest near the building and quickly thinned out away from the structure. Upon
removal of this cinder fill, several features were quickly identified. Feature 16 is the remnants of
a brick box drain that originated near the center of the suspected well and passed in a
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southeasterly direction. This drain has been partially removed, and further impacted by the
construction of a much more recent drain (Feature 17). This more recent, twentieth century drain
originated near the southern edge of the arched opening and traveled more in an easterly
direction, and is connected to a concrete lined surface drain located approximately 2.40m from
the house. This drain was constructed with 6” diameter, bell-shaped stoneware tile. A third
potential drain line (Feature 18), possibly representing the remains of a demolished box drain or
utility line trench, originated near the north edge of the brick-arched opening and traveled in a
northeasterly direction. This trench appears to intersect the adjacent brick lined cistern (Feature
24), and may represent a shallow trench which could have held a pipe that connected the cistern
to a nearby pump within the house. Further archaeological investigations would be needed in the
area of the cistern to assess whether this might be the case. Upon further excavation, the area
beneath the arched opening in the kitchen wing formed a distinctive stone-lined circular pit that
probably represents a well shaft (and identified as Feature 21). Although the interior of the well
was not identified, the outer edge of a circular stonewall, presumably forming the walls of a
stone-lined well, were identified. No archaeological investigations were conducted within the
interior of the house at this location at this time. Any ground disturbance in this area associated
with future construction activity should be inspected by an archaeologist.
The mouth of the adjacent cistern (Feature 24) was also cleaned off (designated Test 8) and
photographed. It appears that the herringbone pattern brick pavement was constructed over the
partially collapsed mouth of the cistern—suggesting that the cistern probably pre-dated this
pavement. The mouth of this cistern has collapsed, but appears to have measured approximately
65-68cm in diameter. The diameter of the cistern measures approximately 2.40m in size, and
extends to an unknown depth. Full excavation of the cistern was not part of the scope of this
project. The cistern extends beneath the foundation walls of the Bay Wing Addition, which
suggests that the feature pre-dates the construction of the addition. Any ground disturbance in
this area associated with future construction activity should be inspected by an archaeologist.
2008 Archaeological Investigations
The original archaeological investigations at the Koerner House did not involve subsurface
archaeological investigations on the interior of the house. M uch of the area beneath the footprint
of the house, while recognized as archaeological sensitive from the beginning of the project, was
not readily accessible in 2005 when the principal archaeological investigations were conducted.
It was not until April 2008, when repairs to the floor system between Rooms 002 and 102 were
initiated, that the historic ground surface encapsulated within the footprint of the house began to
be exposed. Upon removal of the original flooring, and in anticipation of conducting the
stabilization work, fill was removed from this area by the construction contractor. The fill
removed was dumped into 5-gallon buckets and stockpiled in the house prior to eventual
disposal. Personnel from Fever River R esearch sorted through approximately ten buckets (or 50
gallons) of fill removed from this area, using a box screen with ¼” hardware cloth. The fill
screened primarily consisted of brick fragments, brick dust, and mortar/plaster. Many of the
brick fragments were “clean” (i.e. lacking mortar), which suggests that they were constructionrelated materials. However, a number of fragments did have mortar adhering to a surface, which
is more indicative of demolition debris. Burned wood and charcoal also was recovered from the
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fill. Other artifacts recovered included nails (both machine-cut and wire-drawn) and undecorated
whiteware.
In addition to screening the said fill, Fever River Research also conducted a cursory examination
of the loose fill still remaining on the ground surface in Room 002. Brick fragments and brick
dust were prevalent across the entire area. A concentration of metal cans and glass bottles also
was noted along the south side of Room 002. The bottles were machine-made and with threaded
closures, meaning they were produced post-1910. M ost of the metal cans still had labels present
103
and were for pet food whose brand names date from circa 1930 at the earliest.
This material
was deposited at some point after the hot-water heating system was installed in the house. In
order to run the piping associated with this heating system, holes had to be knocked through the
stone foundation wall separating Rooms 002 and 003. The area of Room 002 just inside of these
holes appears to have served as a convenient dumping ground for bottles and cans until the holes
were filled.
The removal of the flooring above Room 002 also afforded the opportunity to excavate a small
test unit—numbered Test 9—along the north foundation wall, located roughly midway between
Windows 106 and 107. The test measured approximately 40x40cm (16”x16”) and was
excavated with a shovel and trowel. The purpose of Test 9 was to determine the depth of
construction/demolition debris within Room 002 and assess the presence of any evidence
pertaining to the 1854 fire. The unit went down approximately 30cm before a clean and
apparently sterile ground surface—dating to circa 1848—was encountered. The fill above the
circa-1848 surface consisted predominately of brick fragments and brick dust, but charred wood
flooring, charcoal, mortar, and plaster also were present. This material represented a mixture of
both demolition and construction debris, much of which likely was deposited over the course of
1854—as a result of the fire, the subsequent clean up of the site, and through the building of the
existing house. Like the reddening observed on the stone perimeter foundations (previously
discussed in Chapters 4 and 5), the charred flooring, charcoal, and soot-covered plaster fragment
recovered from Test 8 illustrate the severity of the 1854 fire and provides strong evidence for the
original 1848 house havingbeen gutted (see Figures 6-43 and 6-44).
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Brand names included “Strongheart Rations” (a dog food), “White Cross” (dog and cat food), and “Favorite”
(dog and cat food ). “Strongheart” derived its name from a German sheph erd o f the same name who was a popular
movie star in the 1920s. It is still produced today.
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Table 6-1
Features identified during the archaeological investigations;
KoernerSite, Bellville, Illinois

Feature Number
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Description and Location

M ain house foundations and builder’s trench (Test 1)
Front entrance steps foundation and builder’s trench (Test 1)
Small pit (Test 1)
Porch stone foundation wall; same as Feature 8 (Test 2)
Utility trench and steel pipe (Test 2)
Concrete foundations for Room 107B (Test 2)
Fill located beneath early porch (Test 2)
Porch stone foundation wall; same as Feature 4 (Test 3)
Cooking pit (Test 3)
Cooking pit (Test 3)
Drip line (?) (Test 4)
Stone landscaping (Test 5)
Brick walk and stone step (Test 5)
Kitchen wing stone foundation wall and builder’s trench (Test 5)
Stone landscaping (Test 6)
Brick box drain (Test 7)
Stoneware tile drain (Test 7)
Potential drain line trench (Test 7)
Post (Test 7)
Brick pavement (Test 7)
Stone-lined well (Test 7)
Brick walk (Test 7)
Back entrance steps foundation and builder’s trench (Test 7)
Brick-lined cistern (Test 8)
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Figure 6-1. Location of archaeological test excavations at the Koerner House, Belleville, Illinois.
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Figure 6-2. Two views of the archaeological investigations. The top image depicts the
excavation of Test 2; the bottom image depicts the excavation of Test 6.
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Figure 6-3. Plan view of Test 1, Koerner House, Belleville, Illinois. This test unit was
excavated adjacent to the front entrance steps to assess the character of the original house
and entranceway foundations. The small pit located adjacent to the corner of the steps was
identified as Feature 3, and it probably represents an ornamental planting.
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Figure 6-4. Profile views of the main house foundation (top) and the front entranceway
foundations (bottom). The upper image depicts the three distinctive “zones” of stonework
associated with the formal front of the house. These consist of 1) an unfinished, lower
below grade zone, 2) an unfinished, above grade zone, and 3) a finished above grade zone
(or water table)
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Figure 6-5. View of the upper levels of Test 1, illustrating Feature 3 (a shallow pit
suspected as being an ornamental planting pit).
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Figure 6-6. View of the foundations in Test 1. Note the shallow character of the entrance step foundations (Feature 2).
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Figure 6-7. View of the main house foundations at the base of the wall. Note the presence
of a thin band of mortar on the early ground surface at the junction of the above and below
grade segments of the wall.
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Figure 6-8. View of the main house foundation, along the front of the dwelling (Test 1). Note the character of the above grade
and below grade sections of this wall.
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Figure 6-9. This photograph illustrates the thee “zones” of stone work incorporated into
the front wall. These include 1) the unfinished below grade section, 2) the undressed but
coursed above grade section, and 3) the tooled water table at the top.
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Figure 6-10. Test 2 was located along the southwest corner of the main block of the house.
It was excavated at this location to assess the potential subsurface integrity of the earlier
porch system. Foundations of this porch (Feature 4), as well as a fill deposit from the circa
1855 rebuilding of the house (Feature 7) and an underground utility line (Feature 5) were
all encountered within this test unit. The fill located behind the porch wall (and identified
as Feature 7) was deposited in circa 1855 and although it did not have extensive artifacts
present, what were present were associated with the circa 1848 to 1854 Koerner house
occupation.
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Figure 6-11. Sectional view through the south wall of Test 2, looking north, illustrating the character of the porch foundation
walls (Feature 4) in relationship to the original ground surface, and the circa 1854 fill sequence (identified here as Zone VI,
and/or Feature 7). Also note the very shallow character of the concrete foundation (Feature 6) for Room 107B.
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Figure 6-12. Two additional profile views of Test 2. The upper drawing depicts the north
wall of this test unit and the character of the main house foundations. The lower drawing
depicts the west wall of this test unit and the character of the very wide underground utility
trench (Feature 5). This trench contained an iron pipe of unknown function.
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Figure 6-13. Two views of Test 2 during excavation. The stone wall is Feature 4.
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Figure 6-14. Two additional views of Test 2 Excavations. The upper image depicts the
stone house foundations; whereas the lower image depicts Feature 5 (the utility trench).
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Figure 6-15. Plan view illustrating the location of Tests 3, 4, and 5 adjacent to the southwest corner of the rear service wing
and the existing concrete porch pad.
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Figure 6-16. Two profile views of Test 3, showing the north (TOP) and south (BOTTOM)
wall. This test unit was located immediately adjacent to the west edge of the concrete
porch pad, and was excavated at this location in hopes of uncovering the remains of a stone
pier for the early porch system. Although a pier was not found, a stone perimeter
foundation wall for a porch was (here identified as Feature 8). Also identified within this
test unit were two separate episodes of pit barbeque construction (identified as Features 9
and 10).
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Figure 6-17. Two views of Test 3 and 4 during excavation. Note the remnant foundation wall of the earlier porch (Feature 8).
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Figure 6-18. This picture depicts the two episodes of barbeque pit construction (Feature 9
and 10).
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Figure 6-19. Early view of Test 4 during excavation. Note the presence of the disturbed
stone foundation wall (Feature 8) and the faint line of the drip edge (Feature 11). The
brick sidewalk is Feature 13.

255

Figure 6-20. Two views of Test 5 profiles. The upper drawing depicts the north wall of
Test 5 and illustrates the character of the stone foundations along the rear service wing.
The lower image illustrates a section along the west wall adjacent to the southwest corner
of the test unit, and illustrates the relationship of the existing brick walkway (Feature 13)
and the underlying stone perimeter foundation wall (Feature 8).
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Figure 6-21. Two views of Test 5 beingexcavated by James Yingst.
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Figure 6-22. Two views of the foundation walls of Test 5. Note the right image, which illustrates that the stone porch
perimeter foundation wall (Feature 8) was toothed into the rear service wing foundations.
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Figure 6-23. Plan view (LEFT) and profile of the west wall (RIGHT) of Test 6. This test unit was excavated adjacent to the
southeast corner of the rear service wing. Immediately below the surface was encountered these four stones—which
apparently represent landscaping activities.
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Figure 6-24. Two views of Test 6 illustrating Feature 15, which appears to represent stone
laid as landscaping elements.
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Figure 6-25. Plan view of Text 7 illustrating the various surface features within the immediate area. These included the brick
pavement, a drain, the stone steps leading into Room 105, and the cistern (Feature 24).
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Figure 6-26. Two views of the brick arched opening above the suspected well and the
location of Test 7 (prior to excavation).
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Figure 6-27. Test 7 during excavation, and the exposure of Features 16 (brick drain) and 17 (stoneware drain). The large
disturbance along the wall is the stone lined well shaft of Feature 21.
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Figure 6-28. Two views of Test 7 during excavation.
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Figure 6-29. View of Test 7 during excavation.
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Figure 6-30. Two views of Test 7 during excavation.
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Figure 6-31. Two views of the partially exposed stone-lined well shaft that extends beneath
the house. The arrangement of this stone-lined well and the house foundations would
suggest that the well pre-dated the house foundations—and may have been associated with
an earlier component at this site.
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Figure 6-32. Profile views of three features exposed during the excavation of Test 7.
Features 16 and 18 are two trenches extending off Feature 21, while Feature 19 is a
suspected post feature.
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Figure 6-33. Profile along the north wall of Test 7 illustrating the brick foundations of the stone steps as well as Feature 18 (a
potential drain or utility line trench).
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Figure 6-34. View of the stone steps and brick wing walls.
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Figure 6-35. View of the mouth of the cistern (Feature 24) during the initial cleaning up of
the surface. Note how the brick pavement had been constructed over the cistern.
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Figure 6-36. Two additional views of the cistern mouth. Other than cleaning off the top of
this feature and taking photographs, no excavations were conducted within this feature.
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Figure 6-37. Detail illustrating the construction of the cistern mouth and/or dome (Feature
24).
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Figure 6-38. The artifact density from the Koerner House excavations was fairly low, and
few artifacts were recovered from the Koerner component. Having said that, though,
several relatively early, pre-Koerner artifacts were recovered from Test 1 located adjacent
to the front steps. These items included undercoated creamware cups and saucers (left)
and pearlware plates (right). The artifacts are illustrated at actual size, though the plate at
right is not that blue in real life.
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Figure 6-39. Other artifacts recovered from the Koerner house excavations included
heavily patinated dark green bottle glass (top left), a forged nail (top middle) and a brass
hook (top right). The item on the lower row is a shutter hinge. All artifacts are actual size.
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Figure 6-40. Other items of interest included a brass loop shank button impressed
“QUALIT Y / EXTRA FIN E”(top row), an unidentified lead object with an impressed “U”
(middle row left), a piece of lead type (with the symbol “&” on it; middle row right). All
artifacts are twice actual size.
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Figure 6-41. Two nineteenth century coins were also recovered from the excavations and
included an 1867 S hield-style 5-cent piece (top left and middle row) and an 1885 Liberty
Head-style 5-cent piece (top right and bottom row) (Yeoman 1975). All artifacts twice
actual size.
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Figure 6-42. West profile view of Test 9. This small test unit was excavated against the
north foundation wall of the main block in Room 002, following the removal of the flooring
in Room 102 in April 2008. The main purpose of Test 9 was to assess the depth of the
building debris previously observed in this area. The test unit found approximately 56cm
(22”) of mixed building debris above an apparently sterile ground surface. The debris
encountered included both construction and demolition-related material, which helps
substantiate the theory that the 1848-era Koerner house was largely—if not completely—
destroyed in the January 1854 fire butlikely was rebuilt upon the same foundations.
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Figure 6-43. Two views illustrating the variety of building-related material recovered from
Test 9 and the ground surface of Room 002. The upper image shows a charred piece of
plaster (A), a brick fragment with mortar (B), a piece of mortar from a masonry joint (C),
and a number of charred wood fragments (D). The lower image shows a piece of tongue and-groove flooring potentially darkened by fire and/or soot (E), and a charred piece of 1”
planking (F).
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Figure 6-44. A number of the brick fragments recovered from Room 002 showed evidence
of having been painted previously. This further substantiates the theory of the exterior
walls of the house (or at least those in its main block) having collapsed during the 1854 fire
or been torn down prior to the rebuilding. The image at TOP shows two brick fragments
with a cream-colored paint applied to one face. The brick fragments illustrated at
BOTTOM have been painted, but their painted surface has been darkened either by being
exposed to soot or fire.
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Chapter 7: Finish Analysis
Peter Wollenberg
Part I: Paint
INTRODUCTION
WollenbergBuilding Conservation, LLC is part of a team lead by Fever River Research to produce
a Historic Structure Report for the Gustave Koerner House in Belleville, Illinois. The Finishes
Analysis chapter is a complimentary effort to determine colors and color sequences or
“chromachronologies” on specific features and within rooms, spaces or surfaces as a whole. The
finishes analysis is also used to help date features and elements of the house relative to one
another.
The relative dating of specific paint layers, conversely, is helped substantially by the documentary
evidence of a particular feature’s date of installation. Chemical analysis of some layers to look for
date specific pigments was felt to be of limited usefulness because much of the construction and
alterations postdated key pigment introduction dates such as zinc white in 1850.
The goal of the paint analysis was to identify the colors during the Koerner period of occupation
(1855-1899) before the house was sold, focusing on the 1872-1896 period when Gustave P.
Koerner retired from public life and significant changes were made to the house. Later finishes
also were identified to help piece together the physical and aesthetic history of the house during
the 20th century.
Wallpapers, the dominant wall/ceiling finish in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
are treated a separate section, in Part III at the back of this chapter.
MET HODOLOGY
The sampling of paint consists of two steps typically: cratering and extraction. Cratering is a
method used on-site to expose paint layers at a location on a wall or trim element using an X-acto
knife. M uch like counting tree rings, the crater allows a preliminary view—sometimes distorted
however—of the color layers and their sequence. Fewer layers than expected suggests another
location should be examined. Inconsistency in the craters suggests variability in painting
campaigns, deterioration or removal, or possibly a more complexpaint scheme on that surface.
Extraction removes, to the extent possible, a paint sample containing all layers and a fragment of
the substrate for reference. Efforts are focused on making craters and taking samples in areas that
are likely to be least disturbed by human hand or by the forces of nature over the years and appear
to be the most intact. Extracted samples are cut, about a centimeter square in size, from the
substrate and stored in labeled manila coin envelopes. They are taken back to the lab at
WollenbergBuilding Conservation for analysis.
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Sample labels are created numerically sequentially regardless of when or where the sample was
taken. Therefore ten samples from a room might be numbered 20-29, but later samples from the
same room or even same element might be #59 or #122. However, as will be seen later in this
report, samples relevant to one another by virtue of their location in a space or from the same type
of feature are grouped together in the chromachronologies for ease of comparison. Insertion of
subsequent samples sometime disrupts the continuity.
Analysis of the samples is accomplished, at least initially, by examination of the whole collected
sample. That may be one piece or dozens of small fragments. The fragment with the most
complete sequence ranging from substrate to top layer is extracted for further examination.
Sometimes two or more fragments are required to piece together the whole sequence. Separation
between layers sometimes occurs when there has been a varnish applied or between later modern
finishes and their predecessors. When more than one fragment is required to view the whole
sequence, it is indicated on the chromachronology charts with “SEP FRAG”. Sometimes it is clear
that the separate fragment is simply a continuation of theprevious fragment.
Examination of the paint samples is done under a Bausch and Lomb 10x-70x Stereo-Zoom
binocular microscope. Illumination is provided by a Nikon Mark II bifurcated fiber-optic light
source. Blue daylight filters are used to check the color accuracy. Color chips from the industry
color standard M unsell Book of Color (glossy collection) are used to visually match the color
layers within the samples. These colors or numbers do not change unlike commercial paint
systems.
S ample Locations
Locations were sampled that represented exterior and interior wall and trim areas generally and
elements and features specifically. Exterior brick was sampled to determine wall colors at
different periods and the same was true for exterior surfaces of wood windows and doors or the
few early painted metal elements. Painted finishes on the walls, ceilings, and flooring appeared to
be minimal so efforts were focused on interior trim including doors, windows, stair details,
fireplace mantles, and baseboards. Regrettably, much of the baseboard and casing trim had been
removed during the 1984 remodeling. A lot of elements were covered up, and paint sampling
campaigns followed the uncovering and subsequent discoveries (the south window in Room 103
for example). Covered and perhaps reused elements (such as the porch post in 207B) are sampled
as reference locations of undisturbed finish sequences from a particular moment forward.
New discoveries are still being made that may alter a previous conclusion. For example, the north
edge of the fireplace surround in room 202 was recently exposed while looking for original
baseboard. On this surface was a paint sequence not observed on any of the other six samples
taken previous on exposed surfaces.
Below is a list of spaces and the number of samples taken in each space to date. A complete list in
numerical order of the paint samples collected to date is attached as Appendix VIII. The sample
numbers are organized sequentially in the field and not by room or element. The
chromachronologies, on the other hand, are organized by location beginning with exterior
locations—i.e “West Façade: middle of wall” and “North Façade: NW corner lower sash stile—
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and then interior surfaces—i.e. “Room 102: mantel (inset lintel).” Chromachronologies that are
especially long may carry over onto a second page..
EXTERIOR FINDINGS
Summary
The Koerner House finishes history is at once simple and complex. The interior paint features a
number of consistent creams, off-whites, and light tans in the earlier history but blues, pinks, reds,
orange and especially greens show up in later sequences
Interpretation of the Chromachronology Charts
The chromachronology charts were interpreted by estimated periods in the life of the house, as
described later. The charts include all areas and spaces of the house and all layers found within the
samples. However, the period of interpretation and particular spaces to be interpreted were
identified in the Design Guidelines. All exterior areas were included but the interior spaces were
limited to the following rooms by floor:
First Floor
101, 102, 103, and 104
Second Floor 200, 201, 201A, 202, and 203
Attic
301 (staircase)
Exterior: Brick
Numerous samples were taken from the brick surfaces on different façades and on both exposed
and covered-over surfaces, and from 1855 surfaces and c. 1870s surfaces. The results were not
very consistent. It was helpful to look at surfaces covered up during a known period to begin
piecing together the puzzle. The following surfaces were covered over:
1.

East façade brick at 1870s joint in Room 204
Two layers 1855-c. 1872:
Tan 10YR 7/4
or (sage?) 5Y 5/2-6/2
Taupe 5Y 7/2

2.

Room 107B (exterior porch until enclosed c. 1912).
Color at the beginning:
Olive 5Y 5/2
Color at c. 1912:
Gray N 6.25/

3.

Room 207B (exterior porch until c. 1912)
Color at the beginning:
Off wh/Lt gray
(followed by olive) 5Y 3/4
Color at c. 1912:
Yellow 10YR 8/4

4.

107C (west porch closet c. 1912)
Color at the beginning:
Dk Olive (v.thin tan before) 5Y 2/4

284

Color when enclosed (1912?) Off white (black before) 5Y 9/1
5. East Bay c. 1872
Color at the beginning:
Color at end (present):

Olive Brown 2.5Y 5/4
White

6. West façade brick return (post 1860)
Color at the beginning:
Gray or Offwhite
Color at end (present):
Gray
The covered surfaces in Rooms 107B and 207B consistently suggest that dark olive/olive brown
was used in the earliest layers of the brick. If exterior repainting took place then, as now, on an
average of seven to ten y ears, then these samples should represent all of the layers for the years
104
1855 to c. 1912/20.
These colors also coincide with those found in the first layers for the 1870s
east bay although the bay was put on some fifteen years after the 1854-1855 rebuilding of the
house. Unfortunately, not all the layers between those samples from 107A, 107B, and 207B match
up. In addition, the last five layers of the 207B sample are yellow, light yellow or off white which
are not reflected in the other nearby samples.
Furthermore, the east bay samples (c. 1872) have relatively few layers with an average of about
sixteen years between layers assuming no primer. There is also a “gap” between the dark
olive/olive brown/tan years and the twentieth-century white years.
Samples from the west façade also exhibit early layers ranging from light tan to dark gray and dark
olive brown but those from the south façade (from a protected cornice area) exhibited almost all
tan to taupe colors and none of the very dark colors.
If we assume a primer (especially since the house had had a fire), and one finish coat, and we
assume repainting about every eight-nine years (1855, 1864, 1872, 1880, 1888, 1896), then the
colors for c. 1880 would fall out this way:
South façade (#1)
West façade (#4)
West façade (#14)
West façade (#180)
West façade (#155)
East façade (#38)
East façade, bay, n. elev. (#162)
East façade, bay, n. elev. (#162a)

5Y 7/2
10YR 8/4
10YR 4/2
5Y 4/2 (or previous 5Y 7/2?)
2.5Y 9/4 (or previous 5Y --)
5Y 6/1
2.5Y 6/2
2.5Y 5/2

The palette, in this model varies from yellow to gray to dark olive-brown, as illustrated by the
Munsell chips shown below (Figure 7-1):

104

Except sample number 156 in Room 207B which only had two layers.
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Figure 7-1.
If we attempt to organize the layers by occupation “Period”, i.e.:
Period 1: 1848-1855
Period 2: 1855-c.1872
Period 3: c. 1872-1896
Period 4: 1896-c. 1912
Period 5: c. 1912-c. 1918
Period 6: 1918-1946
Period 7: 1946-1963
Period 8: 1963-1984
Period 9: 1984-2001)

Original house, pre fire/reconstruction
Koerner occupation during active political career
nd
Rm. 104 extended, 2 phase of Koerner occupation up to his
death
Winkleman I: before 104 access or bathrooms
Winkleman II: 104 accessible, baths, art nouveau wallpaper
installed
Wehmeyer: dropped ceilings in Rm. 201 and 202, Rm.
301gs, 301 closed, opening208 closed
Heidelberg era I – single family again
Heidelberg era II – retirement home
Apartment building: bases removed, walls furred out, new
HVAC, plumbing

The layer breakdown might look this way:
Period 1: 1848-1855
Period 2: 1855-c.1872
Period 3: c. 1872-1896
Period 4: 1896- c. 1912
Period 5: c. 1912-c1918
Period 6: 1918-1946

Estimated # of layers
(Original house, pre fire/reconstruction)
3 (1 primer + 2 finish layers)
2 (no painting after Sophie dies ’90)
1 new owner
1 substantial remodeling
1 new owner, substantial remodeling; Depression,
war begins

Period 7: 1946-1963
1 post-war period
Period 8: 1960s-1984
2 retirement home
Period 9: 1984-2003(?)
2 major remodeling
Total estimated layers:
13
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Versus the 7-10 year theory takinginto account ownership changes: 13 (five for Koerner)
Versus the actual number of layers found on ten exterior samples exposed during the entire life of
the building:
South façade
#1:
13
West façade
#11:
6?
West façade
#14: 12?
North façade
#18:
5
East façade
#33:
8?
East façade
#38: 10
West façade
#161: 7 (expected ~10 from c. 1872-)
West façade
#162: 9
“
“
“
West façade
162a: 9?
“
“
“
West façade
162b: 8
“
“
“
Avg.
~8.7
(The question marks indicate one or two unclear layers.)
Versus the numbers of layers found in the covered-over locations:
Former east wall brick in rm 204
West porch closet, c. 1912
N. wall of rm 107B
N. wall of rm 207B
E. wall of rm 207B

#188: 2 (expected 2)
#4:
12 (expected 5)
#180: 8 (expected 5)
#155: 9? (expected 5-6)
#156: 2 (expected 5-6)

The exposed sample locations tended to be short on expected layers while the covered sample
locations, with two exceptions, had significantly more layers than expected.
These numbers suggest the following scenarios:
 The exterior walls were painted more often than assumed under Koerner
 The exposed areas weathered substantially or were scraped well before repainting on some
occasions
 The west porch area required painting more often because of heavy use.
 Sampling occurred at areas of fewer layers (although cratering tries to avoid this)
Given this data, do we find any correlation between samples with approximately the right number
of layers given their presumed date of application? Samples 1 (south), 14 (west) and 38 (east)
come closest to layer number expectations for the exposed samples. M unsell numbers are
objectively compared below with periods assigned, as illustrated by Table 7-1 below:
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Table 7-1
S ample 1: S outh façade
2.5Y 8.5/4
Period 2
2.5Y 7/4-2
“
2.5Y 7/4-2
“
5Y 7/2
Period 3
2.5Y 7/4
“
2.5Y 7/4
Period 4
5Y 7/2
Period 5
5Y 8/2
Period 6
5Y 7/2
Period 7
---- (gray)
Period 8
--- (off
“
white)
---- (white)
Period 9
--- (off
“
white)

S ample 14: West façade
-- yellow?
Period 2
--- Gray?
“
10YR 8/4
“
10YR 8/4
Period 3
10YR 4/2
“
10YR 4/2
Period 4
10YR 5/1
Period 5
10YR 5/1
Period 6
10YR 5/1
Period 7
10YR 6/1
Period 8

N 9.25/
N 9.25/
(white)

“
Period 9

S ample 38: East façade
N 6/ ?
10YR 7/4
5Y 6/1
5Y 6/1
5Y 6/1
N 6/
N 2.75/

Period 2
“
Period 3
“
Period 4
Period 5
Period 6

N 6/

Period 7

---White
---white

Period 8
Period 9

Figure 7-2. Munsell chips illustrating hues of exterior brick in Period 2, based on results of
S amples 1, 14, and 38. NOTE: The chips here (and in following figures) are presented for
relative comparative purposes; their color is not accurately depicted by a camera or scanner.
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While the hues presented in Period 2 are relatively consistent, there is more variability in the
possibilities for Period 3, as shown by Figure 7-3.

Figure 7-3.
The double layers shown in Figure 7-3 represent the two (?) layers for the third period. The two
layers in the east sample were both 5Y 6/1. There is some cross correlation between the samples if
the darker 10YR 4/2 layer is excluded. The samples from the east bay (161-162a-b), though,
present a more consistent palette for the first layer, as illustrated by Figure 7-4.

Figure 7-4.
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The first layers (c. 1872) in all four samples from the east bay were 2.5Y 5/4 but the color sample
162a seemed to be between 2.5Y 5/4 and 5/2. These are now compared to the samples from the
west porch area covered c. 1912 and the buried brick in Room 204 covered c. 1872 (Figure 7-5):

Figure 7-5.
There is substantial variation between samples and, in the case of 107B, between layers within the
estimated period three dates. It is interesting to note, however that the color (5Y 7/2) of the east
wall before the c. 1872 addition matches the c. 1912 wall on the opposite side of the house.
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Figure 7-6.
Figure 7-6 shows the combined Period 3 range of colors for both the exposed and covered exterior
samples. It is unlikely that the house was painted multiple colors at the same time or that so many
different colors were used in a period of 24 years. Further mitigating factors include the trim
colors and the circa 1890 photograph (taken late in Period 3) showing the body of the house in a
light shade with darker trim. That photo would argue for the lighter colors in the group shown
above.
Exterior Trim
Fifteen exterior trim samples were taken including cornice elements, window sash and frame
samples, door surround samples and a shutter sample. The samples varied in the number of layers
from as few as nine counted layers in Samples 20, 168 and 169 to as many as nineteen in Sample
164. The statistical average was fourteen, which is approaching twice as many than the exterior
brick average. Seven samples were above fourteen and eight below, which makes fourteen the
mean as well.
The palette generally consisted of one of only four or five hues found over the course of the
building’s history:
White – Off white
Cream – Yellow
Light gray – Dark gray
Lt tan – brownish yellow –M edium brown – Red brown - Dark brown
Aqua green - Lime green - Emerald green – Dark emerald green – Olive - Green black
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Some unusual layers were found as well:
Light blue
M etallic silver, Black
The unusual layers were found in the panel moldin g around the front door in the instance of the
light blue. The black showed up in a sash and frame sample on the east bay and early in the above
panel molding but those were the only places. Two layers of “metallic silver” appeared in the
cornice molding on the east elevation at different times.
If we apply the estimated layers-per-period theory to trim samples the average breakdown almost
matches the brick samples above:

Period 1: 1848-1855
Period 2: 1855-c.1872
Period 3: c. 1872-1896
Period 4: 1896- c. 1912
Period 5: c. 1912-c1918
Period 6: 1918-1946

Estimated # of layers
(Original house, pre fire/reconstruction)
3 (1 primer + 2 finish layers)
2 (no painting after Sophie dies ’90)
1 new owner
1 substantial remodeling
2 new owner, substantial remodeling; Depression,
war

Period 7: 1946-1963
1 post-warperiod
Period 8: 1963-1984
2 retirement home
Period 9: 1984 - 2003(?)
2 major remodeling
Total estimated layers:
14
Versus the 7-10 year theory takinginto account ownership changes: 13-14
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(five for Koerner).

Although a primer would be expected in trim work, only a few samples included light colored (and
presumed) priminglayers under darker colors.
Exterior sash and frame colors were whites, off-whites, yellows, or light tan for the first five to six
layers, which includes periods 2-4 according to the above theory. Greens and dark greens and
grays came in after that period. This applies to both the original windows (samples for Rooms 200
and 106), and the later windows on the east bay (Room 104).
Cornice trim, which is all post 1860s according to the historical research, was shades of brown,
emerald green to olive green for the first five layers (~Periods 2-3) with the exception of the
second yellow layers found on the south elevation trim piece and the east front cornice sample.
The samples taken inside the entrance porch (Room 100) were all below the mean number in layer
count but that might be because of the very p rotected location. However, they also varied from the
105

Note th at not enough samples were taken ov erall or on enough identical elements to make an accurate st atistical
analysis
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pattern described above. The panel and panel molding samples were gray and black initially 2-5
layers before turning to off-whites and yellows (plus one light blue phase). The side sash and
pilaster framing the door, on the other hand appears to have been grained at one point based on the
brown-yellow layer followed by a varnish layer. In both cases this finish is followed by four
layers of a strong aqua–green color, more suggestive of the twentieth century than the nineteenth.
These colors don’t show up in the earlier panel samples. I suspect the later colors are more likely
Period 7 or 8 but could be earlier.
The shutters uncovered on the east side, first story contained the second most number of layers and
all were shades of green. All but four were dark shades of emerald green.
Given the probably exterior brick colors and trim colors in Periods 2-3 we can surmise the
following possible paint schemes (Figure 7-7):

Figure 7-7.
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INTERIOR FINDINGS
Introduction
All spaces were sampled in the Koerner house but only selected spaces, as described in the Design
Guidelines, will be interpreted in an historical manner in the restoration and rehabilitation of the
house. Those spaces are Rooms 101, 102, 103 and 104 on the first floor and Rooms 201, 202, and
203 on the second floor. Rooms 105, 106, 200, 204, 205, and 206 will be converted to more
functional spaces such as bathrooms according to the current reuse plan.
While the chosen Period of Interpretation is Period 3 (c. 1872-1896), the interpretation below
includes periods two through seven (1855-1963) in an effort to better clarify the later distinctive
color layers and put them in context of the history of the house. The Periods were agreed upon by
the HSR team based on the occupancy, use, and morphology patterns in the house over its entire
history.
Numerous question marks will be noted in the following. There is no definitive way to know in
which period all layers fall. Interpretation requires looking for patterns and identifyinglayers from
a “known” date (when something was covered up for example) and matching up like colors and
patterns. Some samples conveniently have eight or nine layers which theoretically could be
assigned one layer per period, but there is no assurance that is completely accurate. Other samples
have two or three times as many layers as there are “periods” so some grouping is required. Some
surfaces are likely to have been painted more often than others such as casings, baseboards, or
fireplace surrounds that may get abused or dirty more often, while other surfaces may be painted
much more infrequently. Although those assumptions hold in a case like the first floor stair
(Samples 85, 190, and 192 for example), the jamb between rooms 102 and 103 (Samples 125,
185); between Rooms 202 and 203 (Sample 186), and the baseboard remnant in the closet on the
second floor (Sample 204) all have modest amounts of paint even considering they were covered
in 1920s. The south window in Room 103 (Opening 114) revealed only three layers and it was
exposed until the teens or twenties.
A rule of thumb for repainting is 7-10 years for exterior and 15-20 years for interior. Needless to
say,there are many factors and circumstances that alter those frequency numbers.
When a slash is used, e.g., “cream/off-white”, it is believed that either color may have been the
finish color in that period. If a comma is used, e.g., green, cream, white, it is believed that several
layers may have been applied during that period.
Interpretation of the Chromochronology Charts
Below is a list of the rooms to be interpreted and divided into elements for Periods 2 through 7. At
the end of this list are the Color Recommendations by room specifically for Period 3 with color
chips. There is a brief discussion following each space.
For ease of reference the Period list agreed upon by the HSR team is duplicated here for the
interior sample interpretation:
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Period 1: 1848-1855
Period 2: 1855-c.1872
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Period 4: 1899- c. 1912
Period 5: c. 1912-c1918
Period 6: 1918-1946
Period 7: 1946-1960s
Period 8: 1960s-1984
Period 9: 1984 - 2003(?)
HVAC, plumbing

STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 1: 1848-1855
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Door Casings
Doors
Window Sash
Window casing
First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 2: 1855-c.1872
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base-wall
Base-Stair
Door Casings - front door
103
Doors (to 202 only)
Window Sash
Window casing
First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
Stair Stringers (hall side)
Stair Stringers (wall side)

Original house, pre fire/reconstruction
Koerner occupation during active political career
nd
104 extended, 2 phase of Koerner occ. to his death
Winkleman I: before 104 access or bathrooms
Winkleman II: 104 accessible, baths, nouveau wp installed
Wehmeyer: dropped clgs, 301 closed, openg 208 closed
Heidelberg era I – single family again
Heidelberg era II – retirement home
Apartment building: bases removed, walls furred out, new

NO definitive evidence that much of the house
survived beyond the brick walls, and it took a
whole year to rebuild suggesting complete
rebuilding was necessary Therefore, there are
NO finishes for this period.

Papered (lack of early paint evidence)
Dk red w/ floor cloth runner (?)
Gray to dark gray with a possible cream primer
Cream
Off white
Cream
Cream to Off white
Off white
N/A
Off white
Varnish
Varnish
Blue Gray
Cream/Lt yellow
Gray/ dark gray
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STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Door Casings - 103
Plinth block - 103
Doors (to 202 only)
Window Sash (201)
Window casing
First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
Stair Stringers (hall side)
(wall side)
STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 4: 1899- c1912
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Door Casings
Doors
Window Sash
First floor
Second floor
Window casing
First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
Stair Stringers (hall side)
(wall side)
STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 5: c1912-1918
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Door Casings
Doors

Papered (lack of early paint evidence)
Dark green with floor cloth runner (?)
Gray or dark gray
Cream
Cream
White
Off white
N/A
Off white
Varnish
Varnish
Gray olive
Cream/Lt yellow
Gray

Papered (lack of early paint evidence)
Dark green with floor cloth runner (?)
Gray or olive brown/ dark gray
White (front); Cream (103); White (200); cream
(202); Off white jamb (203)
White (202)
Cream
White
N/A
Off white?
Varnish?
Varnish?
Dark olive
Cream/Lt yellow
Gray to dark gray

Papered (see 301A)
Green to dark green?
White or cream
White? (202) Off white? (203)
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Window Sash
First floor
Second floor
Window casing
First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
Stair Stringers (hall side)
(wall side)

STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 6: 1918-1946
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Base of stair paneling
201 closet
Door Casings
Doors
Window Sash
First floor
Second floor
Window casing
First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
Stair Stringers (hall side)
(wall side)

STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 7: 1946-1960s
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Door Casings
Doors
Window Sash
First floor
Second floor
Window casing

Cream or white
Off white/Lt tan
--Off white?
Varnished or cream
Varnished or cream
Dark olive
Cream/Lt yellow
Gray
Dark gray for 201-301

Papered (lack of early paint evidence)
Green to dark green?
Lt green to dark orange-red?
Orange-red?
White (101); Cream/Off white (103)
Lt green (202); Lt green (203 jamb)
Lt tan to Off white
Dark green?
white?
White?
Cream/Lt tan
Varnish?
Light green to medium green
Dark green
(But 201-301 was Dark gray still)

Papered (lack of early paint evidence)
Creams & whites
Whites and off-whites
Creams & whites
Off-white/cream
White or tan
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First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 8: 1960s-1984
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Door Casings
Doors
Window Sash
Window casing
First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
Stair Stringers (hall side)
(wall side)
STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 9: 1984-2001
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Door Casings
Doors
Window Sash
Window casing
First floor
Second floor
Stair Newel
Stair Balusters
Stair Risers
Stair Stringers (hall side)
(wall side)
.
ROOM 102
Period 1: 1848-1855

-----Off-white or tan
Lt tan
Off-white/white

Papered
White
White
White
White
White
White
White
Cream
Cream/Lt yellow

Papered (lack of paint evidence)
White
White
White
White
White
White
White
Cream
Cream/Lt yellow
White (101), Dk green (201-301)

Original house, pre fire/reconstruction.
survival

No evidence of
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ROOM 102
Period 2: 1855-c1872
Plaster Walls
Plaster Ceiling
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

White (calcimine), wallpaper
White, Lt gray
------------????
Cream
Cream
White or cream [Black upstairs]

ROOM 102
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
----------------- [Jamb of 102-102: Cream]
Cream
Cream
Cream [Black upstairs]

ROOM 102
Period 4: 1899-c1912
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
----------------- [Jamb of 102-103: Off white stile w/ tan? panel?]
Off white
Cream (carry over from period 3?)
Cream or white

ROOM 102
Period 5: c1912-1918
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
----------------- [Jamb of 102-103: same as period 4]
Cream
Cream (carry over from period 3?)
Cream or white ((carry over from period 4)
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ROOM 102
Period 6: 1918-1946
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
----------------- [Jamb of 102-103: Lt green]
Lt yellow tan
Lt yellow tan
Lt yellow tan

ROOM 102
Period 7: 1946-1960s
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
----------------Gray blue
Gray blue
Yellow tan or white

ROOM 103
Period 1: 1848-1855

Original house, pre fire/reconstruction. No evidence of survival

ROOM 103
Period 2: 1855-c1872
Plaster Walls
Plaster Ceiling
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
Plaster finish, no paint found
----Lt tan? (overpaint found on wall edge above)
----W: Cream S: not constructed yet
Cream
E: Cream S: Lt tan/dark cream?
Cream [Black upstairs]

ROOM 103
Period 3: c.1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash

Papered
----Lt tan? (carry over from period 2)
----W: Cream or Lt tan S: not constructed yet
Cream
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Window casing
Fireplace surround

E: Cream/off white S: Off white?
Graining

ROOM 103
Period 4: 1899-c1912
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
--------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
----W: ? S: Cream
E: Off white S: Lt tan?
E: Lt tan, cream
S: Lt tan
Graining?, white

ROOM 103
Period 5: c1912-1918
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
--------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
----W: matched South? S: Cream, grained
E: Cream S: Lt tan
E: Cream S: Lt tan
Cream

ROOM 103
Period 6: 1918-1946
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
--------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
----W: Cream/Lt tan S: Cream
E: Cream S: Lt tan, covered
E: Lt tan/ cream S: Lt tan, covered
Cream, Lt yellow

ROOM 103
Period 7: 1946-1960s
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
--------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
----W: Cream/Lt tan S: Cream/Lt tan
E: Gray blue S: covered
E: Gray blue S: covered
Lt yellow/pink
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ROOM 104
Period 1: 1848-1855

ROOM 104
Period 2: 1855-c1872
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

ROOM 104
Period 3: c1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Original house, pre fire/reconstruction.
survival

No evidence of

West: Salmon pink, red?, Paper? E: not constructed yet
----Dark gray
--------none from this period
none from this period
none from this period

W: Yellow-tan/Lt tan (initally); E: Yellow-tan/Lt tan,
Not clear when wallpapers began
----Cream/Lt tan initally, then Grayishpink/pinkish taupe
--------Cream, white
Cream, Lt tan
none existed

ROOM 104
Period 4: 1899-c1912
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing

Papers?
----Pinkish taupe/grayish pink; gray -blue/green; Grained?
------White
White

ROOM 104
Period 5: c1912-1918
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings

Pink?? Papers??
----Grained w/ pink & red grounds
---------
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Window Sash
Window casing

White, Grained w/ pink & red grounds
Pink (no graining observed)

ROOM 104
Period 6: 1918-1946
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing

Red? Papers?
----Cream
--------Grained w/ pink & red grounds
Grained w/ pink & red grounds

ROOM 104
Period 7: 1946-1960s
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing

Cream? Papers?
----Cream, white
--------White/cream
Pale blue-green

ROOM 202
Period 1: 1848-1855

Original house, pre fire/reconstruction. No evidence of survival

ROOM 202
Period 2: 1855-c1872
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
W. Door
French door
Door Casings
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
---------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
Cream
Cream
Cream
Cream
??
Black

ROOM 202
Period 3: c1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
W. Door
French door

Papered
---------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
Cream?
Cream
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W. Door Casing
French door casing
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Cream
Cream
Cream
??
Black (carry over from pervious period)

ROOM 202
Period 4: 1899- c1912
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
W. Door
French Door
W. Door Casings
French Door Casing
Window Sash
Window Casing
Fireplace Surround

Papered
--------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
White?
White?
White
White
White
??
Black (carry over from pervious period)

ROOM 202
Period 5: c. 1912-c1918
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
W. Door
French Door
W. Door Casings
French Door Casing
Window Sash
Window Casing
Fireplace Surround

Papered
Green?
---- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
White
White
White
White
White
??
Black or green

ROOM 202
Period 6: 1918-1946
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
W. Door
French Door
W. Door Casings
French Door Casing
Window Sash
Window Casing
Fireplace Surround

Papered
-------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
Green
Green
Green
Green
Green
??
Green
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ROOM 202
Period 7: 1946-1960s
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
W. Door
French Door
W. Door Casings
French Door Casing
Window Sash
Window Casing
Fireplace Surround

Papered
--------- similar to extant bases in other spaces?
Cream
Cream
Cream
Cream
Cream
??
White/cream

ROOM 202-203 (DOOR 208)
Period 1:
Period 2:
Period 3:
Period 4:
Period 5:
Period 6:
Period 7:

Cream
Cream/off white
“
”
“
”
“
, light green
Green
covered

ROOM 203
Period 1: 1848-1855

Original house, pre fire/reconstruction. No evidence of survival

ROOM 203
Period 2: 1855-c.1872
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Jamb Stop
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
Brown (perimeter at least)
Cream (from relocated baseboard)
----Cream
Cream, Dark gray
Cream w/ glaze?
Black

ROOM 203
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Jamb Stop
Window Sash

Papered
Brown? (carry over from previous)
Brownish taupe (from relocated baseboard)
----Cream/white
Cream?
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Window casing
Fireplace surround

Cream w/ light tan glaze?
Black (carry over from previous)

ROOM 203
Period 4: 1899- c. 1912
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Jamb Stop
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
Green or brown
Dark gray (from relocated baseboard)
----Cream/white
??
Cream w/ tan glaze?/Off white w/ olive glaze
Lt green, pale green

ROOM 203
Period 5: c. 1912-c1918
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Jamb Stop
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
Green?, varnish
Dark green (from relocated baseboard)
----White with olive glaze
??
Lt green
Lt green

ROOM 203
Period 6: 1918-1946
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Jamb Stop
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
Green, varnish w/ orange-red; carpets?
Dark green, silver
(from relocated baseboard)
----Lt green
??
Dark green, silver, cream?
Lt green, silver (w/ varnish?)

ROOM 203
Period 7: 1946-1960s
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors
Wood Base
Doors
Door Jamb Stop
Window Sash
Window casing
Fireplace surround

Papered
Cream w/ varnish?, carpeted?
Silver, cream, white, white
----??
Cream, white
Silver, Lt yellow tan, cream
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APPROXIMAT E INT ERIOR COLOR PALETT E FOR PERIOD 3
(WITH PAINT CHIPS 106)
STAIR HALLS: 101; 201; 301
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors

Papered
Painted Dk Green

7.5G 3 /4

Wood Base

Gray or dark gray

N 4.25

Door Casings - 103
Plinth block - 103

Cream
Cream

7.5YR 9/2 or 2.5Y 9/2

Doors (to 202 only)

White

Window Sash (201)

Off white

Window casing
First floor
Second floor

-----Cream

5Y 9/1

to

N 8.75/

5Y 9/2

2.5Y 9/2

Stair Newel
Stair Balusters

106

Varnish
Varnish

Not necessarily the FINAL recommended paint scheme.
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Stair Risers

Gray olive

5Y 6/2

Stair Stringers (hall side)

Cream

7.5YR 9/2 or 2.5Y 9/2

(wall side)

Dark gray

N 4.25/
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Notes and Conclusions: Stair Halls
th

The WALLS of the stair halls have only three 20 century layers of paint on them indicating
they were papered from the beginning like almost all of the other walls.
The FLOORS in the stair halls were painted dark red initially 10R 3 /4 (#217) followed by a dark
green, 7.5G 3 /4. This was probably the color sometime during Period 3. There is also an
indication of a floorcloth runner.
The BASE color was relatively easy to discern when several original bases were sampled and a
consistent gray or dark gray began showing up in the earliest layers.
The DOOR CASINGS were few in number but those to Rooms 103, 107B, 200, and 202
provided a consistent pattern in the early years (samples 183, 190, 215) to provide a basis for
cream as the recommended color for this period.
The only DOOR available to sample was to Room 202 and cream was followed by what was
probably the finish coat, white (N 8.75/) in sample #205 from that door.
WINDOW SASH and CASINGS are likely to have matched the other trim work in the stair halls
and sample 143 indicates off white/ cream was the finish in this period. The casing (#144) was
very probably the same but the sample is missingpart of the early layers.
The NEWEL POST and BALUSTERS were originally varnished and that finish continued into
th
the third quarter of the 19 century.
The stair STRINGERS varied depending on location. The wall stringer was an extension of the
baseboard and therefore was painted dark gray N 4.5/ (sample 146) while the hall side stringer
was a cream color, 2.5Y 9/2 or 7.5YR 9/2 (see sample 145) which was similar to or matched the
trim color in the space.
The STAIR BASE was also a cream color (10YR 9/2-9/4) and not a dark gray like the bases on
the perimeter (sample 189).
The STAIR PANELING (#85) is a bit of an anomaly in that it was painted a series of six layers
of white before other colors appeared. The one door remaining in the main block also had a
white layer as did the relocated baseboard early on in their sequences so there is some minor
precedent for white and cream to coexist.
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FIRST FLOOR 102
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors

Papered
Dark red painted floors
surroundinga central floorcloth.

10R 3 /4

Wood Base

Dark gray or cream.

Doors

----N 4.25/

Door Casings

or

2.5Y 9/4

(Jamb of 102-103: Cream)

2.5Y 8.5/2

Window Sash

Cream

5Y 9/2

Window casing

Cream

5Y 9/2

Fireplace surround

Cream and black
(all black upstairs)

2.5Y 8.5/2

and

N 0.75
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Notes and Conclusions: Room 102
Room 102 was the formal front parlor for the house and the room that would have received guests.
The baseboards and doors are missing but other elements provide clues to how the room was
finished.
The WALLS appear to have had a very thin white coat on them initially that isn’t a standard lime
finish coat but also isn’t an oil based paint. The spareness of the coatingsuggests it may have been
a temporary calcimine finish applied before they finally were papered.
The FLOOR was painted on the perimeter of a floorcloth which took up the middle of the room
and measured 8’-6”x11’-0”. The demarcation between the floorcloth and the paint was very
sharp. A band approximately three inches wide separated the floorcloth from the first coat of light
brown yellow paint. Dark red (10R 3 /4) or an orangish red color (7.5R 5/6) was in place by
Period 3.
The BASE is absent but one plaster area in the NW corner of the room just above the base location
revealed a faint strip of paint. Unlike in room 203, this appeared to be the only spot with any paint
evident. The baseboard painter here was much more careful than in 203. Dark gray, N 5/ was the
first layer followed by a very thin and probably much later layer of cream, 2.5Y 9/4 (sample 220).
DOOR and WINDOW CASINGS should be cream - 2.5Y 9/2 - based on samples 86-87. The
jamb of the opening between 102 and 103 (sample 126) was also cream at least after an initial
layer that appeared to be varnish. However, nothing else in 102 was varnished and the jamb is on
the 102 side of the opening.
The FIREPLACE MANTEL was a combination of black and cream based on samples 52-57. The
horseshoe shaped iron inset used with a coal burning system was a common feature during the
Italianate period and would have dated from Period 3 for this house.
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FIRST FLOOR 103
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls

Wood Floors

Papered

Center floor cloth with painted
perimeter. Perimeter painted an
orange-red (7.5R 5/6).
7.5R 5/6

Wood Base

Lt tan? (carry over from period 2)

Doors

-----

Door Casings

W: cream or lt. tan
S: not constructed yet.

2.5Y 9/4

2.5Y 9/4

Window Sash

Cream

2.5Y 9/2

Window casing

E: Cream/off white
S: Off white?

2.5Y 9/4

Fireplace surround

Cream

2.5Y 9/2 to 2.5Y 8/4
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Notes and Conclusions: Room 103
Room 103 is one of the more intriguing rooms because of all of the changes that
tookplace on the south wall.
No evidence of paint was found on the WALLS indicating it was papered early
and certainly papered by Period 3. See the discussion below under “Base” also.
The FLOOR had a center floor cloth with a perimeter painted orangish red, 7.5R 5/6 (#222)
during Period 3. It was dark green duringthe first twenty years.
The BASE in this room no longer exists like in much of the rest of the house. However, there
was a consistent rough paint line on the raw plaster just above where the base would have been.
This suggests that the wall was plastered, then the base was installed and then it was painted.
The evidence suggests the top of the base was not carefully painted slopping cream paint onto
the plaster (sample 197) because it was going to be covered with paper from the beginning.
There were two layers of cream – 2.5Y 9/4. These may have been for the initial period because
other trim pieces in the room tend to be slightly more tan – 2.5Y 8/2-8/4 and it presumably
would have matched those.
There were no DOORS remaining in this room. New doors should be painted to match the
baseboard and casings or painted in a slightly contrastingshade.
The DOOR CASING refers to the original w est door since the south door did not
exist in this period. It would have matched the baseboard and the sample (123) is
a yellow tan with a munsell # of 2.5Y 8/4- 10YR 8/4.
The WINDOW CASINGS and SASH (east and south windows) would also presumably match
the rest of the trim but both had early layers in the 2.5Y 9/2-8/2 range which is a bit grayer than
the baseboard or door casing.
The FIREPLACE MANTEL had some very interesting later colors including pinks and turquois
but the much more likely colors during Period 2 and 3 was cream (2.5Y 9/2). It is possible that
graining was used in Period 3 but only scant evidence on the mantel has surfaced unlike on the c.
1912 south door jamb.
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FIRST FLOOR 104
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls

W: Yellow brown(initally);
E: Yellow-tan/Lt tan,

10YR 7/4

Not clear indication when wallpapers began but sometime
during this period
Wood Floors

Painted Brown yellow

7.5YR 5/6

Wood Base

Cream/Lt tan initally,
then Grayish pink/
pinkish taupe

Doors

-----

Door Casings

Cream

2.5Y 9/2

2.5Y 9/2 to 2.5Y9/4

Window Sash

Cream, off white

2.5Y 8.5/2 and 5Y 9/1

Window casing:

Cream

Fireplace surround

none existed

2.5Y 8.5/2;
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Notes and Conclusions: Room 104
The WALLS in 104 were originally painted instead of papered. This is true for both the original
western half and the 1870s eastern bay section. This indicates the room probably had a more
utilitarian function even after the bay addition. The installation of wallpaper, though, indicates
the increased status of the room sometime duringthe last twenty years of Koerner’s life.
The FLOOR (sample # 224) was painted like the other floors in the house. It was painted a
brown yellow, 7.5YR 5/6, initially. Following the dirt layer, the same green that was used first in
103 was put down – 5G 5/2-5/4. The floor underwent a number of changes and it is unclear
whether there was a floor cloth used but it is very likely.
The BASEBOARD was a light cream at the completion of the renovation. The familiar 2.5Y 9/2
was in contrast to the dark floor. A pinkish taupe (10R 7/2) also showed up in sample # 97 and
was part of the scheme sometime during Period 3.
No doors exist but the color of the door CA SINGS was surmised from the stop mold of the west
door jamb (#225). This jamb existed prior to the 1870s renovation but creams and off whites
persisted from the beginning. The casings would have matched the baseboard and the 2.5Y 9/29/4 color found in layer three does indeed match.
WINDOW SASH and CASINGS, as expected would follow suite with the other trimwork. The
sash seemed to be generally lighter though at 2.5Y 8.5/2; 5Y 9/2 – N 9.25 (white) – see samples
90 and 94. The casings also are 2.5Y 8.5/2.

315

ROOM 202
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors

Wood Base

W. Door

Papered
Painted orangish red

------ similar to extant
bases in other spaces?

7.5R 4/6 to 7.5R 5/6

Light green

2.5G 6/6

W. Door Casing

Light green

2.5G 6/6

French door

Lt blue green

2.5G 8.2

French door casing

White with
Lt brown glaze

N 8.75/ and 2.5Y 4/4-5/4

Jamb of opening between 102-103
White with
Olive brown glaze
N 8.75/ and

5Y 3/2
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ROOM 202, cont.
Window Sash

Cream

2.5Y 9/2

Window casing

Green?

5G 6/4(?)

Fireplace surround
Green
(carry over from pervious period)

2.5G 6/4
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Notes and Conclusions: Room 202
th

The FLOOR in Room 202 was replaced in the 6 Period with oak. However, the closet was also
installed during this era and the original painted wood floor survived under later carpeting. The
floor had only three layers of paint and the last one was dark green. The dark green could date
from as early as the fourth and fifth periods (1899-1918) . If that is the case, the orangish red
layer, 7.5R 4/6-5/6 (#227) would have been the Period 3 finish.
The BASE did not exist in this room either and unfortunately, neither did clear paint evidence on
the plaster as found in rooms 102, 103 and 203. Presumably the base would have been either
gray or cream as has been seen elsewhere.
The west DOOR is the only original door remaining in the main block of the house. If we
assume two coats and a glaze finish originally, Light green (2.5G 6/6) was the exposed color in
Period 3
The west DOOR CASING mirrored the door sample with a light green finish in this period.
The FRENCH DOORS on the east wall also exhibit greens in the early to middle sequences.
The earliest being a light blue green (2.5G 8/2) on sample 79.
The CASING for the French Doors, though appear to have had a white or light gray with a
brown glaze on it.
The JAM B of the door between 202 and 203 also exhibited a brownish glaze on top of an offwhite. This may have occurred in the period but the final color before the opening was enclosed
was a green. This would argue for the enclosure to have happened earlier rather than later in
Period 6.
The WINDOW SASH (78) also had greens in the early to middle layers including a light blue
green (2.5G 8/2) which could have fallen in the vicinity of Period 3.
The WINDOW CASING sample (232) did contain a green layer also but it is preceded by an
unusual dark color over what appears to be a varnish for which there is no parallel. Absent
clearer data, a green is recommended to blend with the other greens in the room
The FIREPLACE MANTEL samples revealed a plethora of whites and creams (#68, 69, and 71)
but one sample dramatically contradicts that simple palette. The left edge of the left pilaster,
#212 which was buried in the c. 1920s closet addition, reveals a more complexpalette.
Black was the first coat as we see in the mantels of 102 and 203. Two greens with an orangish
red in between follow the first black layer. The first green (2.5G 6/4) is close to the green that
shows up in door casing and would contrast nicely with the floor. The colors almost suggest a
decorative finish such as marbleizing (popular in this period) but the lack of varnish layers go
against that idea. In addition, no varnish layers were found in middle sequences on other
samples on this fireplace.
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ROOM 203
Period 3: c. 1872-1899
Plaster Walls
Wood Floors

Papered
Center floorcloth with
Orange red w varnish?

5R 4/6

Wood Base

Brownish taupe,
Dark gray
(from relocated baseboard)

5YR 5/4

Doors

-----

Door Jamb Stop

Lt green

2.5G 6/6

Window Sash

Lt green?

2.5G 6/6(?)

Window casing

Lt green

Fireplace surround

V. Light green

2.5G 6/6

10GY 8/2

319

Notes and Conclusions: Room 203
The lack of paint evidence, again, suggests that the WALLS in this room were papered originally.
The FLOOR had a floorcloth in the center of the room and the perimeter appeared to have been
painted either a red with a varnish or a combination of reds and a dark green in Period 3. There are
five color and varnish sequences that may correspond to periods of occupation. That theory puts
the combination layers culminating in the first varnish in Period 3.
The BASE for this room may have been relocated to the first floor hallway during the renovation
in the 1980s. It is a long piece (sample 211) that only fits on one of two walls in the main block of
the house. One is on the north wall of 202 and the other is on the south wall of 203. The second
layer is dark and fourth layers are dark gray in keeping with other baseboards, particularly in the
hall. Two dark greens are next but differ in color from one another and those in the adjacent room.
In fact the greens vary from the baseboard fragment that is in the hallway next to the door to this
room although the color sequences are about the same. This is the same green, though, that
appears on the edge of the plaster above the baseboard location and typically has been placed in
Period 4. Brownish taupe and later, dark gray (5YR 5/4 and N 4.25/) then falls into Period 3
DOORS do not exist but presumably would have followed patterns in adjacent spaces.
The DOOR CASINGS were also missing but a sample was taken from the jamb stop (sample #
213) on the assumption that it would have matched the casing itself. There are only five layers but
are identical sequences as found in sample 209 on the door of the adjacent room. Lt green (2.5G
6/6) lands in Period 3 also.
Presumably, the WINDOW SASH would be in line with previous sash and trim patterns.
The WINDOW CASING (216) appeared to vary from the door casing in that it has both a tan and
an olive glaze. The pattern, however, is similar enough to the door casing sample that we are
reasonably safe in identifying the light green, 2.5G 6/6 again, as the finish during Period 3.
The FIREPLACE SURROUND (#74-77) in this room was the only one with with seventeen layers
of paint and consistent layers at that. Varnished black was the first layer and presumed original
Period 2 finish. Five green layers follow the varnish coat ending in a silver finish. Silver paints
were popular in the 20s and 30s which would place that layer in Period 6 or 7. Lt green, this time
a very light green (10GY 8/2) was the Period 3 color contrasting with the darker versions on
adjacent trim.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The Period 3 M unsell color sheets for each room being interpreted represents the colors as
107
observed and matched under the microscope . There was no attempt to blend, homogenize or
“correct” the variations in shades of creams, greens, and red browns. However it is rather unlikely
that different shades of these colors were intended to be placed adjacent to one another in the same
room or in spaces where they would be seen together. Even allowing for variations in the mixing
abilities of a painter’s apprentice or vagaries of the raw materials used in paint, the reasonable
assumption (albeit a modern one too) is that there was some uniformity intended where the color
appeared to be the “same”. Economy would presumably play into these choices also then as now.
Alteration of color due to unstable pigments or the effects of the binder changes due to either
excess light or absence of light is also possible. It is difficult to even accurately speculate without
costly per-sample, per-layer examination, and identification of the constituents.
Having said the above, there are a number of instances where the Period 3 interpretation left open
the possibility of two different colors for that era. As stated earlier, there is no way to determine
beyond a reasonable doubt whether a give color was placed at a certain time. Tell tale pigments
can give a “not really earlier than…” date but can not give an absolutely not after…” date. Even
when there is a change in materials, methods and equipment available, there is no assurance that a
given painter will avail themselves of the “latest” at first introduction.
The recommendation is to choose the most common cream(s) in a given space or adjoining spaces.
There is enough consistency in the trim colors (M unsell 2.5G 6/6 for the medium greens) and
medium to dark gray for most of the baseboards, especially in the stairhalls. The floors were also
pretty consistent in the rooms but were different in the hallways. The fireplace surrounds are
perhaps the most confusing but there is some consistency between the creams in 102 and 103 and
that both of the fireplace surrounds (mantle shelves included) upstairs appeared to be green, though
different shades. Small test swatches may be required to finally determine which shade works
best.
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NOT E: The chip colors printed in Chapter 7 do NOT match the actual chips. Actual Munsell chips will be
attached to a master report.
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Part II: Flooring Study
HIS TORICAL BACKGROUND
th

The choices for floor covering did not change dramatically during the course of the 19 century.
During the first half of the century, wood flooring, painted wood flooring, floorcloths, matting
and carpeting were the options. The latter included, at the high end, Brussels and Wilton and
Tapestry carpets. At the lower end: List, Venetian and Ingrain.
The second half of the century saw some changes but essentially the choices remained about the
same. Improvements in manufacturing reduced costs, though, making the more expensive
carpets within reach of middle class people. Floorcloths or “oilcloths” continued to be used into
the later nineteenth century but were largely replaced by Linoleum.
The most economical and straightforward flooring was a pine unfinished floor. The best wood
floors were yellow pine with tongue and groove. Paint was used to protect the wood from
staining, particularly in high traffic areas such as the hallways and kitchen.
Sometimes designs were painted or stenciled onto the painted floor but this was more common
earlier than later in the century.
Floorcloths or, as they were later called, “oilcloths” were also common as a way to protect wood
floors (Von Rosenstiel and Winkler 1988:118). They were plain or designed and were ideal for
hallways and kitchens. However, in the first half of the century or so floorcloths were more
prized as suggested by the story of Thomas Jefferson considering the purchase of a floorcloth to
protect the matting under the dining room table at the Executive M ansion in Washington. He
shied away, initially, from the $3/yard cost (Von Rosenstiel and Winkler 1988:118).
Furthermore, an 1856 auction in a Philadelphia row house refers to tapestry carpet and almost an
equal amount of oilcloth in the parlor and a small piece of oilcloth and an ingrain carpet in the
dining room (Winkler and M oss 1986:79). The function of the oilcloth in the latter case may
have been as a “drugget” or temporary covering to catch food and spills at meal times.
Floorcloths or “oilcloths” were made by stretching heavy canvas or jute on a frame, sizing it and
painting on three to four layers of oil paint on each side over a period of a couple of months.
Sometimes varnish was added as a final measure makingthem even easier to clean.
M atting made of natural grasses was used seasonally or could be year round covering. Sewn
together strips would allow wall-to-wall coverage for much less money (about $.50/yr) than
carpeting (Winkler and Moss 1986:83). It was popular for parlors or bedrooms but less so for
formal rooms.
Carpeting was available in different grades and at different prices. “List” carpeting, Venetian,
and Ingrain were all flat tightly woven products that could be turned over when one side was too
dirty or worn.
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List carpets were of simple enough construction that they could be made at home on a loom.
Venetians were more difficult to make but showed up in America around 1800 and were woven
in strips 18-36” wide. Usually they were striped but “Venetian damasks” were also made and
th
were checked in pattern. Venetians continued in use all the way into the early 20 century but
were not as popular as ingrains for the previous 50 years or so (Von Rosenstiel and Winkler
1988:78-79).
Ingrain carpeting allowed for complex patterns and was made in wider strips of 36-54”.
Smallish geometric designs were common, however, until the Jacquard attachment came into
common use in the carpet mills. This device allowed for even more elaborate designs with larger
patterns than previously. Originally ingrain carpeting came from England or Scotland (and
sometimes known as “Kidderminster” carpets for their origins in Kidderminster, Scotland), but
were domestically made in large quantities, especially after steam-powered looms were perfected
by Erastus Bigelow in the 1840s (Von Rosenstiel and Winkler 1988:80).
Godey’s Lady’s Book suggests that ingrains can be had for around $1 per yard just before the
Civil War while an inventory from an expensive Germantown, Pennsylvania home just after the
war valued the ingrain carpeting there at $.50 to 1.50 per yard (Winkler and M oss 1986:89).
Expensive carpeting included Brussels (“body Brussels” vs. tapestry Brussels), Wilton ,
Axminster, and Tapestry. Brussels carpets were loop piled carpets and were valued, in the
aforementioned Germantown house inventory, at $1.75/yd and $2.25/yd for the bedroom and
library respectively.
Wilton carpets from England used a cut pile instead of a loop pile and their construction made
them relatively stronger than Brussels carpets.
Tapestry carpets are Brussels or Wiltons made in such a way that the pile and pattern were
woven at the same time using “preprinted” threads. Richard Whytock of Edinburgh developed
the process in the early 1830s considerably bringing down the price of fine carpeting (Winkler
and Ross 1986:87). The process was in America by the 1840s although American mills did not
try to compete particularly with those in England for high end goods.
Brussels carpets made with the Whytock process were called “tapestry Brussels” or “tapestry
carpets”, while Wilton carpets made in this manner were referred to as “velvet” or “tapestry
Wilton.”
In the early to mid-century period, the fashion, for those who could afford carpeting, appeared to
be to use it wall-to-wall without borders even in the recessed window bays. This varied from the
English practice, generally, of having bordered carpets and leaving the wood flooring exposed in
window bays and other projections of the room. One explanation may be the higher use of hard
oak floors in middle to upper class homes in Britain compared to the more common pine floors
here (Von Rosenstiel and Winkler 1988:81).
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A.J. Downing in his book Architecture of Country Houses, (1850), barely mentions flooring but
all of his depictions of whole interiors (representing different styles) show wall-to-wall
carpeting.
In the later half of the century, influential writers such as Charles Eastlake and Henry Hudson
Holly also give scant attention to floor covering in Hints on Household Taste (1878 ed.) and
Modern Dwellings (1878), respectively. They do discuss wood parquet floors (wood flooring
having made a come back after the Centennial), or depict, as in Holly’s case, rooms with large
areas of exposed wood flooring with area carpeting or small rugs in specific locations.
At the other end of the spectrum in floor coverings, lies Linoleum. Invented by Frederick
Walton in 1863, it replaced traditional oilcloths as durable and easy to clean flooring for
hallways and kitchens.

KOERN ER HOUS E FLOORS
The flooring found in the Koerner house after the removal of the 1980s material included
linoleum, oak flooring, and painted and unpainted softwood flooring.
The earliest flooring is the pine flooring found in the hallways, parlors, second principal
bedchamber (oak flooring replaced the front bedchamber floor) and throughout the ell. The
kitchen flooring (105) was replaced circa 1900.
Paint was used as a border approximately three feet wide in the four main rooms of the house. It
was also used in Room 104 and the downstairs hallway. The paint bordered a “square” area of
flooring that was, and continues to be, unpainted or finished in any other way. This bare area
must have been used for an oilcloth and/or matting at a bare minimum. Carpeting could also
have covered the middle area but it seems unlikely that carpeting would have been used with a
painted wood border. Evidence of wall-to-wall carpet in the way of nail holes around the edges
of these rooms was lacking, however. Photographs illustrating historic floor finishes and
coverings in the house are attached below as Figures 7-8 through 7-23.
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Figure 7-8. Room 101 showing the outline of a floor covering with painted wood around
around it.
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Figure 7-9. Room 102 showing the clear demarcation between the painted and unfinished
floor boards and a second generation demarcation.
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Figure 7-10. Room 102, NW corner. This area has been mopped revealing three possible
sequences of early floor treatment (also reference Figure 5-11).
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Figure 7-11. Room 102, NW corner looking east.
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Figure 7-12. Room 102, wall to the left of the fireplace, showing the abrupt paint line found
several inches from the wall.
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Figure 7-13. Room 102, showing remnants of the baseboard outline in the paint on the
north side of the fireplace mantle. The paint line appears to correlate with the blue paint
outline on the lower board.
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Figure 7-14. The brick hearth in Room 102 has had numerous coats of paint on it, but
their age is uncertain.
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Figure 7-15. Room 103 showing a detail of the flooring at Door 110.
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Figure 7-16. Room 103, S E corner. There is a demarcation between a central floor
covering and the painted border. It appears, though, that paint or some other finish was
used in the center at some point (also reference Figure 5-12).
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Figure 7-17. Room 103, S E corner. Another view of the change in the finish while it
appears the border finish was used in center also at some point.
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Figure 7-18. Room 104, south wall near the SE window. A clear demarcation but a faded
red finish is apparent in the “center” area.
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Figure 7-19. Room 104, north wall near the NE window (117). Different layers of finish on
the floor are evident, including red and ochre colored finishes and a plain linoleum.
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Figure 7-20. Room 203, NW corner. Red, ochre, and a dark color demarcate the outlines
of the flooring treatment in this room.
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Figure 7-21. Room 203, west wall showing paint build up and bare wood that would have
been under the baseboard. The paint analysis in this area revealed 14 layers of paint and
varnish starting with brown, red and green layers.
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Figure 7-22. Paint line at the threshold location between Room 203 and Room 202.
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Figure 7-23. Room 105, early linoleum in the kitchen. This covering is suspected to date
the 1920s.
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Part III: Wallpaper Study
HIS TORICAL CONTEXT
Brief History of Wallpaper
Gustav Koerner built his home in Belleville at an interesting time in the history of wallpapers.
The industrial revolution both in Britain and subsequently in this country created rapid changes
in the manufacturing, design, availability, marketing, use, and ultimately the cost of wallpapers,
beginning about the time Koerner was building his home in Belleville, Illinois
The earliest evidence of wallpaper use in England dates from at least the early 16th century while
th
its appearance in America has been clearly established as prior to the beginning of the 18
century (Lynn 1980:18-20). The technology in use during that time for the manufacturing of
paper relied on cotton fibers soaked in water and chemicals and beaten and dissolved into a pulp
which would be collected, pressed and dried into sheets of paper. The pulp was collected in wire
cloth bottomed frames called “deckles” (Lynn 1980:31) that were small in size ranging from
approximately 12x16 to 22x32 for “Elephant sized” paper. These individual sheets were glued
together to make up rolls of paper for purposes of making wallpaper. Standard lengths were
established by English tax authorities. The fourth edition of an English manual called The
Compleat Appraiser in 1770 stated that “A piece of Wall-paper is generally, 21 inches or 1 foot 9
inches wide, and 12 yards in length” (Lynn 1980:32).
It was costly to buy wallpaper at this level of technology so only the well-off could afford it.
th
That situation started to change at the end of the 18 century when a continuous paper machine
using a wire belt system, called the Fourdriner machine, was patented in England in 1799.
Another Englishman, John Dickenson improved on the process by introducing roller technology
in 1809, but Fourdriner machines continued to be made and the first one appeared in America as
late as 1827. However, American based paper was already available from Thomas Gilpin’s 1816
patented machine in Delaware producing paper for sale by 1820. The French, world leaders in
wallpaper design at that point, had a continuous paper machine in use by that same date at the
Jean Zuber factory in Alsace (Lynn 1980:301).
Use of machine technology increased in the United States during the 1820s and 30s but only
10% of the paper manufacturers in M assachusetts, in 1829, were using machines. The rest were
still making individual sheets that needed to be attached together to make wallpaper. New
technology was not (then or now) universally adopted when it was first available. In fact, hand
made papers continued to be made in this country up into the 1870s (Lynn 1980:302).
M achines to make the actually wallpaper itself were close on the heels of the paper machines.
The above mentioned Jean Zuber company was using engraved copper rollers by 1827 but had to
thin the paint material moving from traditional distempers to tinted varnish colors to make it
work. Peter Force attempted engraved wooden rollers in America as early as 1822 but technical
challenges prevented both of these improvements from gaining widespread commercial
application and success.
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A very significant breakthrough came when the firm Potters of Darwin in Lancaster, England
developed the successful use of steam-powered machinery in combination with evenly fed color
to raised-pattern rollers by 1841. Curiously, the Zuber Company would wait eight years before
purchasing steam-powered equipment and bought it from England at that (Lynn 1980:307).
In America, the research points to the decade between 1835 and 1845 when there was a
significant transition from hand operated to machine operated wallpaper making equipment.
1844 is the date that Howell and Brothers of Philadelphia imported what is frequently regarded
as the first wallpaper printing machine in America. However, the J. R. B igelow Paper Hangings
M anufactory in New England also reportedly had a machine by 1843, and a late nineteenth
century writer put Boston’s Josiah Bumstead’s machine of 1835 as America’s first machine
(Lynn 1980:312).
What impact did all of this evolution in technology have on the actual wallpaper being
produced? Catherine Lynn sums it up nicely:
This review of technological innovation in the wallpaper industry during the
1830s and 1840s, leads to the conclusion that old p apers bearingthe impression of
the raised-surface cylinders used on the wallpaper printing machines...cannot
safely be dated before the 1840s. The little metal outlines with felt filling left a
distinct impression - an outline of thicker coloring around edges of solid shapes;
and when this impression is combined with traces in the colored areas of the
directional movement of the cylinders, these indicate a date of no earlier than
1841 for English papers, 1843 for French, and, very probably, the mid-1840s for
American wallpapers. In the earliest of these papers, the number of colors in
patterns was limited to only one or two. Only gradually was the number of colors
increased to figures as high as twenty, which could be printed by wallpaper
patterning machines of the 1880s (Lynn 1980:312).
The change over from hand to machine technology created new limitations on the product, which
can be summed up as:
1. Use of wood cylinders created patterns under 18" in length vs. hand blocks prints of
independent length.
2. The pattern, relying on the felt within the brass forms had to be small enough to confine
the felt for solid shapes meaning generally smaller designs became the norm.
3. The coloring materials had to be thinned and adapted to the felts, speed of the machines,
density of color, and drying time necessary.
4. Colors tended to be brighter with the advent of chemical synthetic pigments such as
chrome yellow (available by 1820s), French ultramarine (typically used by 1850s-1860s),
Sheele’s green and Schweinfurt green (arsenic based and used in 1840s-1870s until
eventually outlawed).
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As Koerner was building his house, wallpapers were becomingincreasing plentiful, cheaper and
widely used. The absence or near absence of paint on the walls of the principle rooms in the
108
house indicates his “commodious and substantially built mansion” used wallpapers from a
109
very early date if not from the beginning.
Another key technological change happened at the same time Gustav Koerner was building his
home in Belleville, Illinois. First introduced in England in 1850, the use of wood pulp -based
paper began in the United States in 1855 supplanting the use of cotton or wool based rag based
papers (Lynn 1980:302).
This development made paper considerably cheaper and, along with further reductions in
government taxes, helped create a burgeoning in the availability of wallpapers for a rapidly
rising middle class. Popularity of wallpapers in the second half of the century went hand-in-hand
with production capabilities and availability, and print marketing and distribution improvements.
According to The Decorator and Furnisher in 1890, the number of rolls of wallpaper produced
went from two million in 1840 to one hundred million in 1890. Prices dropped by half in as little
as five years in the middle of this period (Lynn 1980:315).
The industry created standards quickly. Wallpaper in England was 21” x 12 yards long, 18” x 9
yards in France, while American paper was slightly smaller at 18” wide by 8 yards long, at least
as reported in an 1869 publication (Lynn 1980:303).
th

Mid 19 Century Wallpaper S tyles
What did the wallpapers in the Koerner House possibly look like during his tenure? The extant
sections or fragments of papers delineated below and illustrated at the end of this report, are
tantalizing glimpses into the decorative past of this house, but did Koerner every lay eyes on any
of them?
Along side the technical manufacturing revolution in furnishings and decorative arts came the
expanding print media promoting the advances particularly to the growing middle and upper
middle classes. One of the period publications was James Arrowsmith’s Paper-Hanger’s
Companion of 1856. It was essentially a how-to booklet aimed perhaps more at the trade than
the home owner but certainly gave the “do-it-yourselfer” the opportunity to save money. While
most of the book deals with the techniques and materials of wallpaper hanging, he offers a few
stylistic suggestions:
It is my humble opinion that borders ought to be used invariably; under the
modification I have alluded to, since the chaste style in which they are now
108

The Koerner House was described as such by the Belleville Weekly Ad vocat e in 1855, shortly aft er the dwelling
had been rebuilt (Belleville Weekly Advo cate 13 January 1855, p. 3, col. 1).
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The Koerners also appear to hav e used wallpap er in their o riginal home at the corner o f Mas coutah Avenu e and
Abend Street. In his description of the January 1854 fire, Gustave mentions “ remnants of wall paper” in the garret
room in which the fire originated (Koern er 1909 I:39).
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brought out especially qualifies them for any required effect (Arrowsmith
1978:61).
Later, M r. Arrowsmith discusses the proper way to “panel” formal rooms with wallpaper.
Available and popular wallpaper designs during the first twenty- five years of so of the existence
of the Koerner House were marked by elaborate, often realistic floral and curvilinear designs
sometimes arranged architecturally into panels. During this era, France continued to dominate
much of the market, particularly the high end wallpaper market:
American consumers were enchanted by the gorgeous floral and
architectural decors created by the great French wallpaper factories.
middle class was seduced by the appeals of generous curves in
scrollwork patterns, bedazzled by the magnificence of cabbage-roses by
(Lynn 1980:316-317).

pseudoA new
intricate
the yard

While the critics in England were busily mounting an assault on the French dominated (but often
English imitated) design motives of naturalistic floral papers and imitation textiles, Americans
were busily buyingthese designs:
…the majority of patterns commercially produced duringthis period provoked the
censure of English critics as soon as their densely scrolled and flower-strewn
designs began to dominate wallpaper offerings in the shop windows…not until
the 1870s were these critics able to transfer to a wide reading audience of
Americans their disgust with the whole vocabulary of ornament derived from, and
elaborating upon, Renaissance, baroque, and rococo decorative styles (Lynn
1980:316-317).
And
If critics no longer favored the Baroque or Rococo patterns of flowers,
asymmetrical Cartouches, undulating stripes, S- and C-curves, pseudoarchitectural designs, the general population continued to purchase them in every
imaginable color throughout the period 1850-1870 (Winkler and M oss 1986:72).
Woodgrained papers were also popular during this era, invoking scorn for sham aesthetics from
the English critics. Even thinly veneered wood paper, described as “wood hangings,” started
makin g their appearance in the 1860s. Godey’s Lady’s Book in 1857 noted that in at least one
purveyor of wallpaper in Philadelphia, that belonging to James S. Griffith, three types of paper
were in the most demand: “statuary papers, French scenics, and imitations of wood” (Winkler
and M oss 1986:70).
The palette of colors used during this period on wallpapers was apparently distinctive
“...a few distinct palettes mark many wallpapers as products of this era [1840-70].
Among the myriad combinations of bright colors found in these wallpapers, a few
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combinations recur with such consistency that they stand out from the rest as
particularly characteristic of their time. These include light bright green with gray
on a glossy white satin ground; deep rose reds in combination with brown, and…
bright-blue-with brown combination… (Lynn 1980:319).
The general recommendations suggested darker and richer colors for dining rooms while lighter
colors were recommend for most of the remainder of the house. Quiet patterns in soft colors on
light grounds were especially advocated for the bedchambers. Yellow, light-green or blue and
light grays were common.
M iddle of the century wallpaper design was preoccupied with invoking beauty through
naturalistic images and a richness in imitation textile materials. George B. Michael, a St. Louis
wallpaper manufacturer and importer described, in 1850, papers in his stock as including
“Crimson velvet tapestry, foulard, satin crape, copper-plate, and watered” “Velvet” meant
flocked; “foulard” was a silk fabric with colored dots on a white ground and “crape (crepe)
indicated papers that imitated fabrics with textured surfaces. “Copper-plate” referred to designs
that appeared as engraved lines, and perhaps the most intriguing is “waters” which referred to the
lustrous uneven sheen that resulted from putting silks, cottons and linens under heavy pressure
and subjecting them to heat and steam (Lynn 1980:320).
Furthermore, M ichael offered “gold and silver, foulard, landscape, intaglio, medallion, crimson,
and drab frescos” (Lynn 1980:353).
A. J. Downing in his 1850 publication Architecture of Country Houses recommends:
[The] papers which are in the best taste are either flock-papers, made to imitate
woven stuffs—such as silk or worsted hangings—or fresco-papers, which give the
same effect as if the walls were formed into compartments of panels, with suitable
cornices and mouldings. …the best guiding principle that we can lay down, is to
choose a paper of the same style as the room, and a modification of that style in
keeping with the furniture, etc., to be placed in it (Downing 1969:398).
1870s—1890s
The English design reformers of the mid century including Charles Eastlake, William M orris,
Owen Jones, Augustus Pugin, John Ruskin, and Thomas Carlyle finally began to be “heard” in
print, on the lecture circuits, and through exhibitions.
The impetus behind the changes was a backlash against industrialization and an effort to move
back towards “craft” and nature but abstraction of and conventionalizing of natural forms to get
away from the “falsifications” of scrolls, realistic floral and foliage patterns, and imitation wood
paneling. Even by 1866, Godey’s Lady’s Book took a dim view of this aesthetic:
…arrangingpaper in panels round a room, and enclosingthem with narrow strips
of the same materials stained and shaded in imitation of wood. This style of

345

decoration had its admirers, but…it was false in principle, and no one need regret
that it has fallen into disuse (Winkler and M oss 1986:75).
The American Centennial exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876 had a major affect in shaping new
attitudes about design tastes and included exhibits by Englishmen William M orris, Walter Crane
and Christopher Dresser, leading designers of the day. In addition, Japan’s exhibited designs of
abstracted nature, already familiar to the above, captured the imagination of the American public
and dovetailed nicely withthe urgings of the Reformers.
“Japanesque” became popular and had the following essential aspects:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Reliance on natural forms for design inspiration
Valuation of abstraction over imitation of nature
Flattening of space to create strongpatterned flat surfaces
Application of color in flat, unshaded solids
Strongly outlining shapes to prevent any trompe l’oeil illusions (Lynn 1980:398).

Of the many influential people in the English Aesthetic M ovement, that sought the blending of
artistic endeavors, values, and pursuits with daily life and one’s surroundings, Charles Locke
Eastlake was one of the most significant. His Hints on Household Taste, published in England in
1868, then in America in 1872, was “…the most important practical guide to house furnishing in
America in the 1870s and 1880s” (Lynn 1980:391). He put intopractical application the ideas of
the design theorists of the day.
His attitudes towards realistic depiction of nature in the arts is quite clear and representative of
the time when, regarding the carver’s skill in imitating nature, he states:
There are hundreds of Englishman now following this trade [wood carving] who
will imitate in wood, with astonishing precision and delicacy, the feathered forms
of dead game or reproduce line for line and leaf for leaf, a festoon of real flowers.
I am sorry to tell those of my fair readers who have not turned their attention to
these matters, that the carver’s skill is utterly wasted on such work. It is an
established principle in the theory of design, that decorative art is degraded when
it passes into a direct imitation of natural object (emphasis added) (Eastlake
1969:67-68).
Further, on the page with the heading “Household Tastes thirty years ago,” Mr Eastlake left no
ambiguity as to his views about other decorative arts including that which we are concerned with
here:
…just at this epoch [“thirty years ago”] the worst style of art which this country
has ever seen prevailed throughout the whole field of design. Upholstery was in
bad taste; glass and china were in bad taste; cabinet-work was in bad taste. But of
all the ugly fashions of that day, by far the most contemptible was that of
paperhangings (Eastlake 1969:114-115).
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By the time Eastlake reached the page titled “Choice of Paperhangings,” he had made his point
and now offered some simple, sound, and illustrative advice:
The most important question will always be whether [the wallpaper] is to form a
decoration in itself, or whether it is to become a mere background for pictures….
Very light stone colour or green (not emerald), and silver-gray will be found
suitable for this purpose, and two shades of the same colour are generally
sufficient for one paper. In drawing-rooms, embossed white or cream colour,
with a very small diapered pattern, will not be amiss, where water-colour
drawings are hung. As a rule, the simplest patterns are the best for every
situation... (Eastlake 1969:119).
Eastlake may have been one of the most influential, but many publications discussed the topic of
wall paper including:
The Book Of American Interiors, by Charles Wyllys Elliot, 1876
The House Beautiful, by Clarence Cook, 1878.
Modern Dwellings in Town and Country, by Hudson Holly, 1878
And periodicals (just to name a few) including:
Scribner’s
Appleton’s Journal
The Decorator and Furnisher
Harper’s
Frank Leslie’s Newspaper
The last on this list had an 1882 article entitled “The Aesthetic in Wallpaper Manufacture” with
references to the “hideous wallpaper” that used to strain and “torture the eye”, etc.
The influence of English design critics on American wallpaper design and American consumers
cannot be overstated in the view of Catherine Lynn:
Sometimes the patterns Americans put on their walls were grotesque deviations
from the London originals, but in no other era during the nineteenth century was
there broader dissemination of distinctive styles to an enormous popular audience,
which had been indoctrinated with a given set of design rules (Lynn 1980:412).
Unfortunately we don’t know what the Koerner’s were reading that may have influenced their
decorating decisions but they were educated, had influential status, were “worldly” and lived
across the river from St. Louis.
How important was St. Louis as a trade, manufacturing, and cultural center during the Koerner’s
time? The growth in population alone in that city is of some indication, as illustrated by Table 72:
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Table 7-2
S t. Louis Population
1840: 16,469
1850: 74,439
1860: 160,773
1870: 310,963
1876: 498,000 (est.) (Polk 1876:416)
These numbers show a growth of 350%, 115%, and 94% in successive decades between 1840
and 1870, and a further increase of 60% or so in the first six years of Centennial decade. Overall
pop ulation growth in St. Louis during the thirty -six-year period in question was 3,000 percent!
We don’t know where the Koerners purchased their wallpaper, but listed below are a number of
options and opportunities they would have had in St. Louis according to the City Directories:
St. Louis Business Directory for 1853-4
No separate business listings by business type but
ad # 176(?) in the back of the book:
“G. Conzelman/
Importer and manufacturers of all kinds of/
P A P E R H A N G I N G S/
and Upholstry Goods/
wholesale and retail/
No. 54 Market Street/
St. Louis, M O”
Others were undoubtedly available including the previously mentioned George B.
Michael’s firm.
Kennedy’s St. Louis Directory for 1860
“Paper Hangers”
6 listings including A.J. Noble
“Paper Hangings”
3 listings
th
G. Conzelman 50 N. 5
th
A. J. Noble
64 N. 5
Singer & Weinzettle 48 Market & 3rd(?)
Ad:
“ M ercantile Library Hall Wall Paper Store/
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A. J. Noble
Wall Papers;
Decorations/
of the most fashionable styles/
Fine selection of French imitations of/
Woods, M arbles, &C. &C./
And a large assortment of/
Paper Window Shades”
Edward’s St. Louis Directory for 1870
(business section, p. 1102)
“Wall Paper”
5 listings plus an ad in the front(?):
R & TA. Ennis
J. L. Isaacs
Newcomb Brothers [this one in large print]
th
Noble, Kreikenbaum & C. 321 N. 5
Christ. [opher?] Schroth, 1552 S. 5th
Ad:
F. W. Rosenthal & Co.
Established in 1853
“Fine Artistic Paper Hangings”
410 and 412 N. 4th
Note the name change in the product headingfrom “paper hangings” to “wall paper”
Gould’s St. Louis Directory for 1875
rd
David B. Gould, Publisher, 320 N. 3 , St. Louis, M O
(p. 1211)
“Wall Paper, Window S hades, & C”
13 listings [5 in large print]
“Paper Hanging”
17 listings
“Wall Paper and Window S hades” (p. 595)
31 listed
Gould’s St. Louis Directory for 1880
“Wall Paper and Window S hades”
21 listings
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incl. Ennis, Isaacs, Rosenthal & Roehrig;
and Henry Lasche with an display listing that said he sold “floor and table oil cloths
at 1025 Cass Avenue
“Paper Hangers”
14 listed including C atherine Wolff
1890 city Directory
“Wall Paper and Window S hades”
53 Listings
At the time of the original construction, the Koerners would have had at least one manufacturer
and importer of wallpapers to buy from in St. Louis and undoubtedly more. By the time of the
major renovation work in the early 1870s, at least six dealers, if not some manufacturers, of
wallpapers were available to Gustave and Sophie.
st

th

What papers remained for 21 century researchers to connect to the 19 century? Below is an
inventory of layers found but not fully uncovered.

FINDINGS
Wallpaper In ventory
The following inventory provides preliminary in-situ wallpaper finish observations (substrate to
top). Descriptions of papers are limited due to very limited exposure of the patterns in many
cases. Attempts at exposing larger pertinent samples are on going. Photographs of papers found
in each roo m—taken both in situ and of separated layers—are incorporated into Appendix IX.
Room 101
WALLS (found under lightswitch cover)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1.
Paper: Pink/tan
Layer 2.
Dark red paint on top of the paper
Layer 3.
Paint: Pink paint (exposed layer)

Room 101A (closet under the stairs)
WALLS (west-north half; and north)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1.
Paper: Dark brown semi-abstract interlocking leaf pattern
Layer 2.
Paint (exposed layer)
WALL (west – south half)
Substrate:
Plaster
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Layer 1.

Pap er: Dark brown wallpaper without pattern(?) (exposed layer)

WALL (east plank wall)
Substrate:
Wood
Layer 1.
Paper: White wallpaper with horizontal block and crane pattern
CEILING
Substrate:
Layer 1.

Plaster
Paper: Light pink-green-off white interlocking leaf pattern over
silvery -pink background. (exposed layer)

Room 102
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1.
Layer 2.

Plaster
Tan wallpaper w/ dentritic white pattern
Paint: Yellow (exposed layer)

Room 103
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1.
Layer 2.

Plaster
Paper: Tan wallpaper w/ diamond shaped floral pattern
Paint: Yellow (exposed layer)

CEILING
Substrate:
Layer 1.
Layer 2.

Sheetrock (c. 192?)
Canvas
Yellow paint (exposed layer)

Room 104
WALLS (by NE window)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1.
Blue-gray with large floral pattern
Layer 2.
Pink (with green dots?)
Layer 3.
Green stripe (exposed layer) <1984
WALLS (north wall by door to 103)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1.
Paper: brown?
Layer 3.
Paper: Brown?
Layer 4.
Paper: Blue-gray with medium white floral pattern (not the above
blue gray )
Layer 5.
Paper: Tan with green dots
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Layer 6.
Layer 7.
Layer 8.

Paper: Black with white and red abstract
Paper: Blue with red floral
Paper: Green stripe (exposed layer) <1984

WALLS (northwest corner by door into 107B)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1.
Paint: Pale red
Layer 2.
Paint(?) Black
Layer 3.
Paper: Blue-gray with golden-yellow floral with shamrocks in
swagpattern
Layer 4.
Paper: Brown paper with thin dark vertical strips; floral border
pattern at top (exposed layer)
WALLS (south wall at the west corner)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1.
Paint: Blue gray finish
Layer 2.
Paint: Pale red
Layer 3.
Paper: Blue-gray with golden-yellow floral with shamrocks in
swagpattern
Layer 4.
Paper: ?
Layer 5.
Paper: ?
Layer 6.
Paper: Brown wallpaper with narrow dark brown vertical stripe
and fine dot pattern
Layer 7.
Paper: Brown wallpaper with thin dark vertical strips
Layer 8.
Paper: Wallpaper with ~3” x 4” oval pattern spaced 5 ½”
horizontally and 12” vertically
Layer 9.
Paper: Pink paint (exposed layer)

Room 105
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
Layer 4:
Layer 5:
Layer 6:
Layer 7:
Layer 8:
Layer 9:
Layer 10:
Layer 11:
Layer 12:
Layer 13:
Layer 14

Plaster
Pale red paint
Dark brown wallpaper with indiscernible pattern
Dark brown wallpaper with dots and red flecks
Brown wallpaper with horizontal block pattern
?
?
layers of wallpaper??
?
Dark gray -green
Gray(?) with yellow border
Light green paint w/ shadow of floral pattern
Green paper with swag border
Green-gray paper w/ dado border
Pale blue paint
Light sea green paint
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Layer 15:

Aqua blue paint (exposed layer)

WALLS (west wall, south corner, near window 224)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1:
Pale red paint
Layer 2:
Light blue paint?
Layer 3:
M edium gray -green paint with shadow of white floral pattern
(layer 10 above)
Layer 4:
Light blue paint
Layer 5:
Aqua blue paint (exposed layer)
WALLS (west wall, south corner, behind former floor to ceilingfurniture)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1:
Dark brown wallpaper with dots and red flecks (layer b above)
Layer 2:
Dark yellow-brown wallpaper with horizontal block pattern (layer
a above)
Layer 3:
Dark brown paper with checker board pattern (some places layer 3
appears to be above layer 4)
Layer 4:
Dark brown wallpaper with horizontal block pattern (DIFFERENT
from above)
Layer 5:
Gray-green marbled(?) wallpaper
Layer 6:
Bright yellow with red (and white) dots
Layer 7:
Paint: green (darker than layer 8)
Layer 8:
Paint: Sea-green (exposed layer)
WALLS (north wall, right of door into 104)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1:
Paint: Blue-gray
Layer 2:
undetermined finish
WALLS (north wall, right of door into 104) cont.
Layer 3:
Dark brown paper with checker board pattern (see layer 3 above)
Layer 4:
Brown wallpaper with pattern of red and white kitchen objects
Layer 5:
Wallpaper w/ indiscernible pattern
Layer 6:
Wallpaper w/ dark green vertical strips? (exposed layer)
WALLS (north wall, two feet above the previous sample)
Subtrate:
Plaster
Layer 1:
Wallpaper with indiscernible pattern
Layer 2:
Wallpaper with indiscernible pattern
Layer 3:
Black on red w/ teapot and flower patterned wallpaper (pastel brick
pattern observed nearby may be part of this paper)
Layer 4:
Black on red patterned wallpaper
Layer 5:
Sea-green wallpaper?
Layer 6:
Paint: Light blue
Layer 7:
Wallpaper with indiscernible pattern
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Layer 8:
Layer 9:

Paint: Light green
Paint: Aqua blue paint (exposed layer)

Room 106
WALLS (north wall, right of door into 105)
Layer 1:
Paint: Gray
Layer 2:
Paint: “Electric” blue (west wall)
Layer 3:
Paint: Reddish brown (ceiling also)
Layer 4:
3/8” sheetrock (c. March, 23, 1929 based on the newspaper found)
1 3/8”: furring
Layer 5:
Green-gray wallpaper with vertical silvery stripes
Layer 6:
Pink paint
Layer 7:
½” Sheetrock installed in 1984 (exposed layer) 1x3” furring

Room 107B
WALLS (east wall, north corner)
Substrate:
Former exterior brick wall
Layer 1:
Paint: Olive-gray
Layer 2:
Plaster (on the painted brick)
Layer 3:
Paint: Blue
Layer 4:
Yellow floral wallpaper
Layer 5:
Black, green and red wallpaper with large floral pattern
Layer 6:
Pastel paper with indiscernible pattern
Layer 7:
Brick patterned wallpaper (exposed layer)

Room 200
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
Layer 4:

Shellac’d plaster lime coat
Off-white w/ indeterminate design
Brown paper with simple floral outlined in olive green
Green paper
Paint: Pink (exposed layer)

Room 201A (landing between first and second floors)
WALLS (east side)
Substrate:
Plaster w/ adhesive and medium gray paint residue
Layer 1:
Pink/tan wallpaper
Layer 2:
Paper (with floral design?)
Layer 3:
Pink paint (exposed layer)

WALLS (south side)
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Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:

Plaster
Peach wallpaper with white floral design
Dark red paint

CEILING
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
Layer 4:

Plaster
Yellow? Paint
Light blue paint
Yellow paint
White paint (exposed layer)

Room 201
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
Layer 4:
Layer 5:

Plaster
Brown paper with indeterminate design, if any
Abstract green & metallic paper (found behind frmr. Light switch)
Dk. red paint
Pink paint

CEILING (original ceiling)
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1:
Light tan paper with diamond like shapes joined by bell flowers
contemporary w/ art nouveau paper?
nd

CEILING (2 generation ceiling--early sheetrock with wood fibers in it)
Substrate:
Sheetrock/wallboard
Layer 2:
Lt. Brown paper w/ irregular fine cross hatchings
Layer 3:
Lt. Pink-tan vermiculated paper
Layer 4:
Off-white paint (exposed layer)

Room 201—closet
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Room 202
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:

Plaster with lime (wash?)
paper with no indication of pattern
Dk. red paint

Plaster
Gray paper w/ amorphous pattern (found in the closet on the early
sheetrock or masonite)
Dk. pink paper with white floral pattern
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Layer 3:
Layer 4:
Layer 5:

Off-white paper w/ indeterminate pattern
Light paper with dendritic pattern
White wallpaper (exposed layer)

WALL (original, above later drop ceiling)
Substrate:
Plaster
Final layer
Dk. red large upside down heart shaped foliated forms in
alternating large (approximately 12-15” high) and small
(approximately 8” high) pattern to form a border.
CEILING (original, above later drop ceiling)
Substrate:
Plaster
Final Layer: Lt. Tan/dingy off-white paper with four-pointed star shapes
surrounded by four round patterns (appears to be ~ 18” wide)
nd

CEILING (2 generation ceiling, early sheetrock)
Substrate:
Sheetrock/wallboard
Layer 2:
Paper w/ indeterminate pattern
Layer 3:
Yellow-brown paper with amorphous silvery tendril pattern (see
also Room 203 ceiling)
Layer 4:
Paper with (separate layer?)
Layer 5:
white paint on it (exposed layer)

Room 203
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer “3”?:

Layer 4
Layer 5:
Layer 6:
Layer 7:
Layer 8:
CEILING
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:

Plaster
(by door 212) Fragment of gray paper with Dk. gray strokes and
th
th
minute yellow dots (early 20 / late 19 ? paper)
Gray paint under the casingline at the border with the wall
[paint slopped over onto the wall: Dark green paint casually
brushed on but ONLY on under the edge of the wall where it meets
the wood door casing]
(by door 212 only?) brown paper with fine vertical grids and dots
th
th
(very early 20 / late 19 ? paper)
Brown paper with fine vertical lines – appears to have a pattern
M edium green paper with white lilly(?) flower pattern
Tan paper with small floral pattern
White wallpaper (exposed layer)

Plaster
Yellow-brown paper with amorphous silvery tendril pattern (see
nd
also: 202 2 generation ceiling)
White wallpaper (~18” wide)
Plaster and lath
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Room 204
WALLS (east half)
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
Layer 4:
Layer 5:
WALLS (west half)
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2
Layer 3
Room 204A
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
Layer 4:
Layer 5:

Plaster w/ 1/32” lime finish coat
th
Brown paper with fine vertical grids and dots (very early 20 / late
th
19 ? paper found under NE window)
Dk. brown vertical vine like plant (Arts and Crafts?)
Brown paper with floral and geometric patters
Paper with white floral(?)
Light green paint (exposed layer)

Plaster
Amorphous brown/white paper
Bue? Gray? Paper
Light green paint

Plaster
th
Brown paper with fine vertical grids and dots (very early 20 / late
th
19 ? paper)
M edium green paper with white lilly(?) flower pattern (see Room
203)
Pink paint
Brown paper with floral and geometric pattern (see above)
Light green paint (exposed layer)

There is also a dark red paint and tan wallpaper in the “shelf” area with a stone
arched window pattern in this space.

Room 205
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
CEILING
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:

Plaster
Tan paper with red, gray and black veining to simulate marbling
M edium pink paper w/ abstract white, black, pink, silver
amorphous shapes forminga diagonal grid pattern overall.
Pink paint

Plaster?
Tan paper with red, gray and black veining to simulate marbling
Dark brown paint
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Room 206
WALLS
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
Layer 4:
Layer 5:
Layer 6:
Layer 7:
CEILING
Substrate:
Layer 1:
Layer 2:
Layer 3:
Layer 4:
Layer 5:

Plaster
Dark green gray (possibly several layers)
Blue chalky paint (calcimine)
Green wallpaper
Green wallpaper(?)
Salmon colored paint
Light green wallpaper(?)
Pink paint
Plaster
White paper?
White paper?
White paper?
White pap er?
White paper

Room 207B
No papers were found in this room
Room 301A (stairs to attic)
WALLS
Substrate:
Plaster
Layer 1:
Plaster with skim coat of lime
Layer 2:
Art Nouveau paper (one of the most intact papers in the house)

RECOMMENDAT IONS
There is very little to go on in determining whether the Koerners were swayed by the English
wallpaper critics at the time they put the addition onto Room 104 in the early 1870s. However,
since calcimine paint appears to have been used both on the walls of the original and the addition
110
initially, the paper may be from the mid 1870s and the fashions of the day may have prevailed.
The fact that they spent the money to update the house somewhat including the front cornice, at
least one fireplace shroud (in Room 102), and add on a fashionable (and practical) bay to Room
104 implies fashion consciousness.
The suspected paper is in Room 104 on the north wall of what had been 104A when the
basement stair was added and enclosed in c. 1912. The brown paper currently visible was not
found anywhere but in Room 104A and B suggesting it was probably put up around that time.
110

The actual date of the addition is speculative based on historical documents.
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The blue-gray floral with “shamrock” swag appears to be the earliest paper but would not fit into
the approved post 1860s fashion promoted by the English critics. Could it be pre 1870? The
calcimine paint found in both pre and post 1870s sections suggests the room had a utilitarian
purpose connected with the kitchen. Would elaborate wallpaper have been installed in such a
room that wasn’t even connected internally to the main house? It would appear that, if the paper
does date from the middle to late 1870s, the Koerners may have used an “old fashioned” (and
maybe cheaper?) but elegant paper for a non-public room.
This still leaves room for speculating that the Koerners would have been more fashionable, i.e.,
flat representational of nature or quasi geometric patterns of a smaller scale in the three major
public spaces: the hallway(s) and the two parlors. The bedchambers could have been the latest
styles or more in keeping with earlier styles. Based on the perceived frugal conservative
attitudes ofthe Koerners, and the bedchamber fallin g typically under the distinct influence of the
woman of the house, there is a reasonable chance that some kind of tasteful floral paper was used
in one or both principle rooms upstairs.
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Chapter 8: Materials Conservation And Cleaning Analysis
Peter Wollenberg
INTRODUCTION
This chapter focuses on significant features, identified herein or previously identified in earlier
chapters that represent important historical, architectural, and cultural contributions to the
preservation and restoration of the Gustave Koerner House. In this section, we examine the
deterioration problems and recommend remedial treatment methods.
PURPOS E OF MAT ERIALS CONS ERVATION
The historic integrity of this important house relies, in part, on retention of and preservation of
historic features and fabric in a manner conducive to the proper understandingand interpretation
of the materials. This applies to both the current planned interpretation and some possible
reinterpretation decades from our own time.
LIS T OF S IGNIFICANT FEAT URES
This list was derived from collected existing condition observations from all members of the
team.
APPROACH TO MAT ERIALS CONS ERVATION
The approach taken in this chapter looks at the significant features of both the Period of
Significance and significant features remaining from subsequent periods in the building’s
history. There is little question as to the time period in the building’s life that is most important,
but at the same time, the building’s history after the death of Gustav Koerner is over twice as
long as during his tenure. Room needs to be left for any future treatment of the building’s
history.

EXTERIOR: S TONE
Foundations
The foundation of the house is made of local limestone and sandstone laid in a horizontal rubble
pattern in various sizes. Generally, there are two courses of exposed stone although those
courses differ in height between the elevations. The west elevation, for example, has only one
course visible but even that fades to no visible courses the farther south one moves along the
west wall. Deteriorated conditions concerning stone include:
Missing/removed stones are evident in several locations on the exterior and interior of the house.
One, or perhaps several small stones are missing on the NE corner of the foundation on the east
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face (Figure 8-14). Stones also were removed in the early 20 century in the foundation wall
between room 003 and 002 in order to insert piping.
Shifted or dislodged stones are the leading issues to be addressed. Undermined or otherwise
weakened areas of the foundation have caused significant movement in areas of the front wall
and the east wall in particular. Structural conditions are detailed in Chapter 5: Existing
Conditions Survey, and in the structural engineering report by Oates Associates in M ay 2004.
Missing and deteriorated mortar is the second leading condition that needs to be addressed. This
condition is especially evident on the east and west elevations while the north and south are in
somewhat better condition. Visible mortar is entirely missing in large areas of the stone
foundation causing movement and collapse of the stones in some areas. Repointing efforts need
to ensure, although difficult, that the new mortar stays within the “joints,” however irregular, and
is not spread onto the surfaces of the individual stones. The foundation should read as a stone
wall as opposed to a “mortar wall with some stones in it” (Figure 8-14).
Cracked stones have occurred in few locations because of the flexibility of the rubble-laid
foundation system. The limestone and sandstone within the foundation tends to shear along
natural parallel bedding and cleavage planes resulting in stacked but loose layers (Figure 8-15).
The stones in the foundation need paint stripping, limited replacement, relaying, and repointing
depending on location. The stones are currently painted but it is very unlikely that was the case
th
in the 19 century and they should be stripped ofpaint.
Paint stripping of soft limestone and sandstone will require chemical as opposed to abrasive
stripping. The poultice or blanket type method should be experimented with in order to
minimize the required coats and dwell time of the stripper, and therefore the absorption into the
stone. Removing the residual paint and alkaline material will require a combination of low
pressure rinsing and relatively gentle hand scrubbing with a natural bristle brush to avoid or at
least minimize damage to the stones.
Water table
The water table exists only on the front formal façade of the house. It appears nowhere else. It
is made of seven pieces of dressed ashlar stone in different lengths, approximately 12” high with
a projection of over an inch from the brick wall above. It is also painted. It is bowed outward
with the brick wall above it. That structural condition is addressed in the engineering report and
remedial plans were drawn up in January of 2008. The edges of the water table (Figure 8-16)
show both some shifting and loss of mortar
Front S toop
The front stoop consists of five pieces of limestone including a step, landing, and two cheekwalls
and porch theshold which is made of sandstone. The cut and dressed stones are in remarkably
good condition for their age and location. There is good reason, though, to believe these stones
are not original (see the east stoop). There has been shifting of the stones away from the wall
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and away from each other (slightly) in the case of the cheekwalls and steps. The examination of
the stoop foundation during the archaeology work on the north foundation, didn’t find any
particular deterioration condition that would explain this (Figure 8-17).
The stones should be reset back to their original positions keeping the mortar joints between
them as small and invisible as possible.
Window S ills and Lintels
All of the windows on the brick portions of the house have limestone sills and lintels and all are
painted. This condition makes an accurate assessment more challengingbut some failure is more
readily observable due to related paint loss. A good example is the sill for window 204 on the
north façade. Erosion of the stone is clear from the loss of paint in one spot (Figure 8-18)
Past patterns of surface deterioration are very evident in the condition of the paint on most of the
sills. Edges and corners are affected but for the most part, the conditions are satisfactory.
Hairline cracks are reasonably well protected with the paint application. If the paint is to be
removed, those cracks can be carefully cut out and patched on the top surface only or that
approach can be applied to the whole crack. Cutting out, though, enlarges and therefore
increases the visibility of the crack but reduces capillary absorption. Leaving a hairline crack is
sometimes the best option aesthetically, but it would have to be monitored, however to watch for
signs of freeze-thaw damage around the crack.
Larger cracks will require patching with a compatible mortar mix/proprietary patching material.
If the sill or lintel has shifted it could be removed, pinned and glued together and reinstalled, but
that is only recommended if the condition is severe and possibly impacts the window and
brickwork around it.
Removal of the paint will give us a better idea of the real conditions.
Door Sills
The only stone sill for an exterior door exists on the east elevation. Wood sills are used on the
north and west entrances probably because those areas are protected from the weather somewhat.
The east door sill and one of the steps are in very poor condition. There is severe flaking,
cracking along natural planes, and large amounts of loss particularly at the ends and the bottom
of the sill, and on the top surface of the bottom step. The bottom step has been “repaired” by
adding a cut and dressed piece of limestone on the north end. The second step is also a cut and
dressed piece of white limestone similar to the front stoop . The bottom step, in contrast, is a
different color and is badly scalingand flaking.
The severe structural failure of the wall/foundation at that point has not helped at all but once
those problems are taken care of, there are some possible treatments forthe east stoop and sill.
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Remedial Treatments forS tone: General
M issing stones should be able to be replaced locally without much difficulty.
Shifted or dislodged stones can be reinstalled in their proper location once structural stabilization
is complete.
Cracked stones or stones that have disintegrated along nature bedding planes could be either
epoxied back together if they are in an important part of the visual character in a given location
or replaced with either weathered salvage or a new stone. It will be important to determine if the
damaged stone is limestone or sandstone.
Repoint stone joints per Chapter 9: M ortar Analysis.
Remedial Treatments forS toops and S ills
Sill:
Option 1: Strip paint and patch with proprietary patching materials. The condition of
the stone, however doesn’t lend itself to a long lasting repair scenario.
Repainting after patching is another possibility to slightly improve
weatherability and have a cohesive appearance but obscures the original
material.
Option 2: Replacement with a stone to match the current replacements (dressed white
stones). This is the least desirable option from a conservation point of view
especially if the east door won’t get a lot of use.
Bottom step:
Option 1: Patch the top surface of the step. This is the least intrusive of the options
(other than doing nothing) but any patching material is not likely to match the
variety of colors in this stone or the texture all that well. The durability of a
thin patch on a tread surface will be pretty minimal. This option could
physically work for a period of time if the east entrance was rarely used.
Option 2: Find matching stone and put a“Dutchman” veneer on the top surface.
Option 3: If one is going to the effort to find a matchingstone and cut back the existing,
there is a substantial cost argument for simply replacing the entire stone.

EXTERIOR: B RICK
M any layers of paint help to preserve the brick but also help to obscure its condition. These
observations are based, of course, on the painted brick.
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Paint removal will give a better view of the total condition of the brick walls and allow for
repointing on a comprehensive basis. The house appears to have been painted from the
beginning and would therefore need to be repainted. This is discussed later in this section also.
The most common conditions are step cracks above and below windows and conditions vary in
severity by location. The following are highlights of conditions found.
Walls
North wall
Step cracking isn’t a large problem on this façade but evidence of past activity exists
between windows 106 and 204. There is a vertical crack extending downward off the
right side of the lintel to Window 200 (Figure 8-19).
The most obvious wall “brick” failure on this elevation is the crack below window 107
extending from sill through the joint(?) in the water table and into the foundation. The
brickwork is out of plane by at least ¼” (Figure8-20).
Significant chips or losses were not observed on the brickwork of this façade.
East wall – north end
The morning sun on the white paint nicely serves to highlight the irregularity of the
brickwork compounded by the eroded mortar joints at least prior to the last painting.
Obvious former step cracking was noticed above Window 209 extending up to the lunette
window and between windows 109 and 207 (rooms 102/202). These areas have not
moved since the last paint job (Figure 8-21).
Significant chips or losses were noted including four areas in the brickwork starting
above the middle cast iron balcony bracket. The brick faces are damaged in each of these
cases but the paint remains adhered in all locations suggesting the brick isn’t flaking
(Figure 8-22).
East wall – bay
The excitement begins with the bay added in c. 1872. The original cellar entrance was
not where it is now. When the addition was put on, the entrance was extended to exit
below the east face of the bay under the windows. The support for the wall above at this
opening–even with two windows in the wall–is inadequate resulting in the dramatic
vertical cracks on either side of the windows extending from foundation almost to the
cornice line (Figure 8-23).
East wall – south end
Due to structural failures at the foundation level, expounded on in Chapter 4, past and
present cracks are found at every opening on this wall. In addition, a pattern of peeling
paint neatly coincides the location of the chimney, closed off in the 1950s, indicating
moisture movement in this area (Figure 8-24).
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South wall – rear wing
The south wall essentially just consists of the end of the kitchen ell. Discussion of the
south wall portion of the main house is included with the west elevation section below.
No cracks were found in this windowless façade but there are several bricks currently
flaking and taking the paint with them. They are in the middle of the second floor wall.
Based on the paint and shadow pattern on the wall, it appears that other bricks may have
exfoliated particularly toward the top east corner. The joints in general looked weathered
based on the shadow lines in the paint, but numerous areas of individual joints and bricks
are much less discernable, perhaps due to sloppy repointing and/or patching of spalling
brick (Figure 8-25).
Paint removal would clarify the condition of this wall.
West
The most obvious crack on this façade is located on the top right side of the window 202
(room 201) and extends more or less vertically up to the lunette windowsill above. The
S-shaped wall anchor in the middle of this crack is an indication of its seriousness and
perhaps age. The crack has reappeared since the building was last painted in c. 1984 (?)
(Figure 8-26).
Evidence of past step cracking is seen between the brickwork above Window 226 and
below this same window in the brick filling in the original doorway at the south end of
the ell (Figure 8-27).
Significant brick surface loss is found at the level between the two south windows of the
ell very close to the corner. The depressions in the brick are about at the level where the
railing for the original porch second story deck would have been (Figure 8-28).
Mortar
M ortar loss overall in the brickwork is not severe. The shadow lines created by the joints in the
white painted surfaces, though, indicate large areas of weathered mortar joints prior to painting
in c.1984. Some areas are not especially weathered including the east elevation of the ell, south
corner, where much of the paint is gone (Figure 8-29). Other areas are obviously missing mortar
including some areas of the front cornice and particularly the top of the south facing wall of the
SW corner of the main house (Figure 8-30).
An accurate assessment of the mortar will only be gained, and comprehensive repointing
accomplished, when the paint is removed from the brickwork.
Front cornice
The brick portion of the front cornice dates from 1854 if not earlier but it is likely that the
cornice suffered damage from the collapsing burning roof structure in the fire.

365

The brick is in good condition and only appears to need repointing at the returns and a few spots
in between.
Chimneys
The remnants of the chimneys are in poor condition but restoration requires rebuilding the
chimneys to recreate the original appearance in number and height in any case. It is important to
match both the original brick color(s), size, and shape as well as the mortar joint color, texture,
and size. The chimney on the NE corner of the main house is one of the few above the roof line
that appears never to have been rebuilt. The uppermost courses of brickwork are missing from
this stack, however. The chimney also needs to have missing flashing reinstalled (Figure 8-31).
Patio
This feature on the east side of the house, to the south of the bay is believed to postdate the
construction of the bay addition and possibly Koerner’s life (see Test 7 in the Chapter 6:
Archaeology). Presumably, there was some sort of path to the one story outbuilding that existed
at least as early as 1889 according to the Sanborn-Perris fire insurance map of that date (see
Chapter 3). Its make up is unclear.
Cistern and Well
These features are obscured below grade or the flooring (in Room 105) but manifested in the
arched openings in the east wall of the ell, and the south wall of the bay addition. Rehabilitation
plans need to ensure these features are not further disturbed if at all possible and that they are
interpreted in some way inthe restoration.
The brick arches above these features and above the exterior cellar stair bulkhead need to be
rebuilt following the appropriate structural reinforcement of the walls in these areas.
Brick Paint
The brick on the Koerner House is entirely painted and was painted from the beginning. This is
based on the number of layers ofpaint found in various locations including Room 107C, which
contains the only unpainted area on the house, and from the fact that there had been a fire in its
early history which, in all likelihood, would have necessitated painting the brick.
Removal of most of the paint will help better assess the total condition and permit needed
repointing to take place. The brick would need to be repainted to recreate the original
appearance of the house. The downside of paint removal is the increased risk of damage to the
brick and mortar, or the interior, from chemical stripping and the subsequent high pressure
rinsing needed to remove both the paint off the wall, and the chemical paint stripper. Water and
waste accumulation at the bottom of the walls would also need to be managed carefully to avoid
killing foliage near the house and causing damage to foundation stones and creating undetected
leaks. Any kind of traditional abrasive blasting (sand, slag) is out of the question, and newer
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materials and techniques (low pressure micro or shell type blasting) have dust control, lead paint,
effectiveness, and rinse issues and would have to be carefully tested.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Brick
Stripping
Before any brick stripping takes place, the foundation stones need to be repaired,
replaced where needed, and repointed to help minimize any water/chemical intrusion into
the already deteriorated system.
Twotests could be set up to compare the effectiveness and consequences of chemical
versus “dry” removal. Once of the largest hurdles with the latter, though, may be lead
dust containment for the neighborhood and safety of the operators.
Selected areas should not be stripped so as to keep an historic paint record intact for those
who follow us. Documentation of where those areas are will need to be readily findable
in the future.
Structural Repair
The architect and engineer have specified this work already. It obviously needs to be
effective but sensitive to the historic materials, not create new problems in the future, and
be removable if new related problems do arise down the road.
Brick Replacement
Replacement brick needs to match the size, irregularities, and shape of the original but
the color is less important since the building will be painted. One could argue for bricks
that are not as irregular as the handmade originals to be able to better pick them out in the
wall by the careful observer.
Crack Repair
Following structural reinforcement, major damage such as the east face of the bay will
need considerable reconstruction as the damage is obviously through the wall. Some of
the cracking is through the joints (at least the visible cracking) but some is also through
brick units. R eplacement with close matches is the most cost effective treatment.
Epoxying individual bricks back together with a low viscosity epoxy like Sikadur 52,
(with a tensile strength of 7900 psi), is a potential option if suitable replacement brick
can’t be found.
Treatment of the crack at the interface of the bay and the main house is described in
Chapter 11: Design Guidelines and Restoration Actions.
The east wall of the kitchen ell is in a similar, though less drastic state, as the bay.
Removal and reconstruction of portions of the brick above windows will probably be
required but can be evaluated when paint is removed.
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Repointing
Overall, the mortar joints appear, through the paint, to be in decent condition. The
southeast corner of the kitchen ell has an area of missingpaint and the mortar, while soft,
is largely intact and doing its job (Figure 8-29).
Areas where repointing is obviously needed requires an appropriately flexible mortar that
will not stress the handmade brick as walls “move” with seasonal and moisture changes.
Chapter 7: M ortar Analysis describes recommended Type N mix proportions. That mix
has an approximate compressive strength of 750 psi. The compressive strength of the
brick – particularly the edge of the brick – is unknown. For areas of past significant
problems like the east side, a softer more flexible Type O mortar with a compressive
strength of about half of Type N may be more appropriate. The brick will be painted so
the color is not as crucial, although it should be close to the original.
Repainting
Repainting should be done with an alkyd primer and latex top coats. The color options
are discussed at length in Chapter 6: Paint Analysis.
EXT ERIOR: WOODWORK
Rooms 107B and 207B
The trim and parts of the framing on this early twentieth century remodeling are severely rotted
This addition is expected to be removed as part of the porch restoration in any event. (Figure 832). Parts of the bathrooms, though, are reused framing from the original porch and need to be
carefully identified, removed and saved to help in the reconstruction of the original porch, and be
retained as original artifacts.
West Porch
Some of this woodwork may be a remnant of the original porch such as the storage enclosure
which covers the only unpainted wall fragment on the house. The enclosed portion of the porch
is early twentieth century, as stated above, and will be replaced with a recreated porch based on
the physical, historical and archaeological evidence.
Windows
The windows, from the exterior, are in fair to poor condition. They have been covered with
aluminum storm windows for perhaps 25 years and have not been well cared for. Typical
conditions include flaking or missing paint, deteriorated or missing glazing putty – particularly
on the bottom rail, evidence of some rot at the bottom rail corners, missing original sash
(Windows 106, 107; Figure 8-33), and separation of framing members from the brick opening
(window 117 for example; Figure 8-34). The structural condition of these windows – especially
the 6-light sash is unknown but dubious. Shutter hardware is discussed below.
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Having almost all of the original mid 19 century window sash and frames in a house that has
undergone five or six ownership changes and a major rehabilitation project in the 1980s is
remarkable.
The addition of the aluminum storm windows added some protection but also made any kind of
regular painting maintenance more difficult.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Window S ash and Frames
All of the original sash and frames will need to be examined and retained in place. Full
restoration is recommended for primary sash in the front of the house and in locations of dire
need. Any sash that will be operable (at least one per room is recommended) will need
restoration. Restoration includes stripping, taking the sash apart after marking all of the
components, and repairing mortise and tenons and consolidating deteriorated sections – usually
bottom rails – and reassembling and putting the glass back in.
M ark and remove questionable sash, carefully mark all glass as to location, remove and reglaze
sash after they are repaired.
Remove all loose paint, and evaluate the individual structural conditions of each sash. Rebuild
sash that are in weak condition by taking them apart, replacing individual pieces and/or epoxy
consolidating dubious pieces.
Prime sash with an alkyd primer and refinish with latex finish coats.
The frames will need to be treated also and possibly in place where deterioration isn’t too severe.
Window frames should be treated in place as much as possible by removing all loose paint,
replacing or epoxy consolidating deteriorated sections and moldings.
Two openings, 114 and 213 (Figures 8-35 and 8-36) were originally windows that opened onto
the west porch from rooms 103 and 203 respectively. The sash and frame for 114 remains intact
but interior trim needs to be rebuilt, upper sash repaired and glass replaced and stripp ed of paint.
Exterior details remain largely intact. The second floor opening, 213, requires complete brick
reconstruction and matching trim details from the window directly below.
Glass, discussed in more detail in the Interior section, should probably remain as a mixture of
original (or at least early), and modern glass (except the single light sash). It is an honest way of
dealing with the question, and it quietly highlights the differences between modern and cylinder
glass for those who happen to notice. (Figure 8-37).
Sash cords and hardware are discussed under the Interior section.
The ~25 year old aluminum storm windows obviously need to be either completely removed
(front at a minimum) or replaced particularly in less visibly sensitive locations (Figure 8-34).
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Basement Doors
The framework for the door to the cellar is located under the east face of the bay addition. The
original door(s) is missing and plywood currently covers the opening.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Basement doors
Reconstruct the frame and door(s). A board and batten door or pair of doors may have been the
original treatment at the time of the bay construction.
Shutters
Shutters had once been located on every first and second floor window. Original shutters
covering the dummy window 109 are still in place (Figure 8-38). “Windows” 108 and 206
remain covered.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for S hutters
Extant shutters should be repaired, stabilized, repainted and reinstalled. These will need to also
be removed, loose paint taken off (leaving at least one inside upper rail area untouched and
identified) and structurally repaired. Some protected area of early paint layers should be saved
in situ if at all possible. Since they don’t have to function, an installation method could be
developed that relieves any need for the shutter to carry its own weight thereby reducing the
structural intervention required.
Reconstructed shutters and their frames obviously need to match the original. Ideally, all of the
windows would have shutters made and installed but initial expense and on-going maintenance
may argue for a phased program of restoration of these important visual elements.
Doors/Transoms
There are three exterior entrance doors but only one is potentially original. That is the east
kitchen door (121) which has a transom for increased ventilation (Figure 8-39). The other two
doors were added in the late 20th century. The east entry door is part of the east wall failure
scenario and may need to be rebuilt when the adjacent wall is stabilized and rebuilt. Ideally, all
of the existing framing parts would be reused though perhaps modified to fit a new squarer
opening. More ideally, all would remain in place.
The two other (primary) entrances will need new doors designed and milled new or from
salvaged sources. The latter approach creates historical philosophical problems all on their own.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Entrance Doors
East
Pending the structural rehabilitation, remove the aluminum storm door and storm transom
sash and associated framing unless it is reusable for a more suitable storm door. The
door and transom may need little more than repainting since they are in the rehabilitation

370

zone and not the restoration zone. However, this is the earliest exterior door on the house
and the lockset should be a reasonable facsimile of period appropriate hardware.
North
Replace the main entrance door with a new door that best matches the long-over-short
four true panel doors shown in both the 1867-69 lithograph, and the one photograph of
the front of the house from the late 19th century. Details would have reflected those
remaining in the paneled entrance porch. The location of the door originally was set
farther back in the frame where the original hinge rabbets are located. The original door
swung into Room 101, of course.
West
There were eight doors originally on the west side all exiting onto the porch at Openings
103 from the hall, 116 from Room 104, 123 from the kitchen (Room 105) and 127 off of
room 106. Correspondingly, Openings 214, 216, 223 and 227 would have serviced the
porch on the second floor. These doors will need to be reconstructed and would have
been simpler than the main door, but also would have been long-over short four panel
doors. Simple hardware would have been used.
Entrance porch
M ost of the woodwork remains intact in the entrance porch (Figures 8-40 and 8-41) but is
in need of scraping and painting. The west side of the porch has joints opening up
between the main panel and adjoining pieces due possibly to shrinkage over time.
Rebuilding this side may cause more harm than good in terms of loss of original material.
Those open joints should be filled with painters putter or other suitable material with a
tolerance for expansion or contraction.
M issing or water damaged bottom trim pieces such as below the sidelight panels should
be replaced to match extant original pieces. Holes made for mailboxes (?) should be
filled and the 2x4 remnant of a gate (?) on the east side, removed.
The wood tongue and groove decking is an extension of the interior flooring. It is in poor
enough shape to require a plywood cover. This flooring should be taken up, joists
repaired or replaced and all salvageable boards reinstalled. Replace those that are not
salvageable. The surfaces scraped and repainted to match the exterior trim color.
Cornice
Front Cornice
The front cornice (Figure 8-42) is comprised of the original 1855 brickwork and the
1870s Italianate wood brackets, soffit for the built in box gutter, fascia, and moldings.
Outwardly, the cornice appears to be in remarkably good shape given its exposure and
the maintenance history of the building. Only one bracket is missing (east return) but
wood deterioration is evident in the returns at the corners (Figure 8-43).
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Rear Cornice
The rear “cornice” consists of a beaded fascia and molding (Figure 8-44). The paint is in
poor condition but the wood is in all probability salvageable. Older growth lumber is
more durable than modern faster growth lumber and should be patched and reused rather
than replaced when at all possible.
East/West Rake Board and Soffits
The east and west rakeboards (Figure 8-45) that are flat against the brickwork retain most
of their paint. The soffits and their fascias have weathered more and taken in more water.
The paint on these surfaces is not in very good condition and the wood probably varies in
condition from good to poor. Again, original wood, epoxy patched when possible, is
likely to be more durable than replacement with modern fast growth softwoods.
Ell and B ay cornices
Only moderate deterioration of the cornice work was found on the ell due perhaps to the
direction of water drainage. The cornice and fascia on the bay appears to be in good
condition and probably replaced relatively recently.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Cornice Woodwork
The cornice woodwork will have to be scraped and examined specifically for degree of rot. If
the wood was durable when originally installed, it may be quite serviceable even though it has
been unpainted in some areas for many years. Those areas that do have to be replaced ideally
would be pieced in rather than wholesale replacement.
Scrap paint and repair salvable sections using ep oxy consolidation and patching techniques.
Replace unsalvageable pieces with lumber pretreated with a high quality solvent-based wood
preservative. Prime all sides prior to installing and top coating with alkyd paint.

EXTERIOR: CAS T IRON AND OTHER METAL
There is not a lot of iron hardware on the exterior of the Koerner House but some exists.
Balcony Brackets
The thin brackets project out of the second story wall on the east façade (Figure 8-46). These
brackets supported a balcony , which had been removed by the time the c. 1890 photograph of the
house was taken (see Chapter 3: Family and House History). The quantity of paint layers
suggests the brackets were on the house a long time but, on the other hand, cast iron rusts and
needs frequent painting. Regardless, the feature is a significant one and they should be preserved
and used to support a (ornamental and non functional) balcony once more.
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Downspout Brackets
th

Only two could be found and their date of origin is unknown but p robably 20 century.
Shutter Hinges
Shutter hinges do not exist anymore on the building but would have been cast iron.
S -Shaped Tie Rod End
This element, of unknown date, is on the west façade below the lunette window opening (Figure
8-26).
Door Hardware
None of the exterior door hardware is cast iron.
Sheetmetal – Window coverings
Brick-pattern stamped sheetmetal (Figure 8-47) was used to cover the blind windows on the east
elevation over Windows 108 and 206 sometime durin g the early twentieth century. The covering
on 109 was removed during the investigation for this Historic Structure Report. While the
sheetmetal coverings are of interest to the post-Koerner era, they were not part of the house
during his lifetime. The historic shutters that survive underneath the sheetmetal should go back
in those locations.

INTERIOR: BRICK
All of the interior walls, except the south wall of room 200, are made of brick. It was never
intended to be exposed, of course, but trim removal undertaken in the 1984 renovation exposed
brick in every room. Plaster removal for structural investigations also exposed brick.
The removal of nearly all of the door trim and baseboards resulted in exposure of the brick in
every room. Base did remain, partially or fully, in Rooms 104 and 105.
The interior brick and joints are typically in very good condition. There are essentially three
common issues that have impacted the interior brickwork. The first is the large structural cracks,
the second are the holes and gouges to accommodate the electrical and plumbing beginning in
th
the early 20 century, and the third are the holes and gouges created, by railing installations in
the 60s and furred out walls, electrical, plumbing and HVAC work in the 1984 renovation. The
th
vast majority of the plaster damage was created in the late 20 century.
Cracks described generally are those that are observable in the brick itself but some are in the
plaster which is applied directly tothe brick.
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Basement
The basement brick is largely used as filler around openings and also was used to support the
th
northeast chimney when room 003 was excavated in the early 20 century.
Brick was exposed under Room 102 with the removal of the entire floor in order to do the
structural shoring. The curious foundation construction of soldier courses and stretcher/header
courses above the stone is disturbed below Window 107 where the crack and visibly shifted wall
section can be observed on the exterior (Figure 8-16). A distinct lack of mortar along with
missing or broken brick has contributed to the instability of the wall in this area.
First Floor
Cracks are found in the west wall of the hallway (101) related to the window and an electrical
switch was buried in the east wall. Substantial cracks are found below the center and above
Window 101 (Figure 8-48). A round hole has been cut into the top of the east wall north of Door
109 to accommodate an H VAC duct that started in Room 203.
Brick has been chopped out to install a wall switch to the left of Door 109 (Figure 8-49).
Smaller holes are found on the stair wall where a handrail had once been installed. The nailing
of the baseboards, usually but not always, into wooden “nailers”, has damaged the brick (see the
east wall next to Door 103).
Room 102 has a switchboxembedded in the west wall next to the door and an approximately 10
inch round hole in the upper west corner of the south wall for a former heating duct. A
substantial diagonal crack is found on the left side of the south wall extending from the corner,
about the level of the mantle, up to the ceiling in the middle of that wall section (Figure 8-50).
Room 103 has several cracks on the north wall - not surprisingly on the opposite side of the 102
south wall crack. Several bricks are cracked and missing within the main crack about level with
the top of the opening. This condition is only visible on the Room 103 side (Figure 8-51). It is
below this common wall area that steam pipes were fed through an opening in the stone
foundation creatinga weak point.
The 1984 HVAC round duct hole in the upper left corner of the north wall of Room 103 will
require some creative brick laying to patch it (Figure 8-52). A crack is beginning to show in the
middle of that side of the north wall. M ore patching will be required for a small hole above the
upper right corner of Opening 110, and on the opposite south wall, a small hole was created
above Door 113 for piping also. There is also a crack below and above Window 114 (Figure 853).
Room 104 has significant damage in the brickwork/plaster and it is all related to the bay
addition. The joint between the main house and the addition is readily apparent by the vertical
cracks on both the north and south walls (Figure 8-54). The exterior collapse of a brick arch
over the basement bulkhead door on the east elevation of the bay is also apparent on the interior
with large cracks below Window 118 (Figure 8-55). The west door jamb has a crack on its right
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side with missing brick and Door 113 was crudely cut out of the wall in c. 1910. Large holes
have been left in the west wall at the joist level which were used for running plumbing into
Room 107B. Perhaps the largest hole in the whole house is above Door 120 leading to Room
105 and cut out for the 1984 HVAC ductwork. The hole measures approximately 20”x20”
square (Figure 8-56).
Room 105 has cracks predictably on the east wall matching those on the exterior (Figure 8-57).
Surprisingly there appear to be no cracks in the north wall and the west wall is also ok. A
vertical crack exists on the south wall from the corner of Door 125, which isn’t surprising since
the ductwork that created the enormous hole above Door 120 continued, somewhat diminished,
through the wall above Door 125 and into Room 106.
Room 106 conditions are similar to those in 105 with a ½” crack below the east window in the
th
exposed brickwork (Figure 8-58). The installation of a light switch in the 20 century created a
gouge in the brick next to the door (Figure 8-59).
Second Floor
Room 201 presents several concerns. The window in this space created a minor vulnerability in
the brick wall as manifested in 1/16” cracks above and below the window. Cracks also occur in
the plaster above the doors to Rooms 202 and 203 and implicate brick failure. There are five
gouges or holes in the wall between these two rooms and nine in the east stair wall created by a
railing installation (Figure 8-60).
Room 202 had one very large crack on the bottom corner of the Opening 208 (Figure 8-61). The
wood lintel above this opening was deformed with resultant cracking. The east wall behind the
old closet area has numerous plaster cracks but damage is not obvious from the exterior. Cracks
appear above both windows and above the 1984 ceiling line above the French doors. An unusual
horizontal crack approximately 10-12” in length extends from the right corner of the right
window (205) at the sill level (Figure 8-62).
Room 203 mirrored the cracks above Opening 208 but appear larger and perhaps more extensive
than the other side (Figure 8-63). The bottom corners of this opening are cracking away as well
(Figures 8-64). Cracks also are over Openings 211, 212 and 213 (Figure 8-65) and in the
northwest corner of the room.
Room 204 exhibits more dramatic cracks than those in Room 104, caused by the bay addition
separating from the main house. The crack at the north joint line is substantially larger than the
corresponding crack on the south wall suggesting the bay is rotating to the south as it separates
(Figure 8-66). The cracking found in the east wall in this room isn’t as extensive as that found
on the first floor.
Room 205 has a crack emanating from the top left corner of the west door and traveling over to
and along the top of the window before moving vertically to the ceiling(Figure 8-67). It appears
it also continues horizontally but that section hasn’t moved since the last repainting of this room.
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Room 206 cracks were found below the east window mirroring those of the exterior on the east
wall (Figure 8-68).
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Brick Cracks, Holes and Gouges
The interior brick, which never was intended to be seen, has suffered from structural cracking
and holes and gouges dug into the walls to accommodate later electrical and mechanical
modifications.
A structural engineer will have to pass judgment on the need to repair/reinforce a particular brick
wall (such as the common wall between Rooms 102 and 103 and Rooms 202 and 203) once the
foundation is reinforced or rebuilt. Replacement of all broken and cracked brick is not very
practical, highly undesirable from a conservation of original materials point of view, and
probably not necessary from a structural point of view. Treatment using a fine injectable
cementitious grout of the proper strength (matching that around it) would be the best approach if
structural enhancement was needed. Selected discrete areas could have brick replaced with brick
of a similar size and strength since all areas will be covered with plaster in any event.
Large holes created for the 1984 HVAC installation will need to be filled in with brick cut for the
purpose. Again similar size, shape, and strength is necessary to keep the structural
characteristics closer to the original and avoid stress points around harder modern brick infills.
Gouges created by plumbing and electrical installations need to first be evaluated for reuse if
necessary and possible for new required plumbing and electrical.
Small holes created by railing or other installations can be filled with soft mortar.

INTERIOR: PLAS TER AND DRYWALL
The current paint or wallpaper surface on the walls, which dates from 1984 at the earliest in all
probability, is undoubtedly obscuring some of the cracks in the 150-year-old plaster surfaces.
Condition observations, therefore, are based on visual identification of current surfaces.
The plaster walls vary in condition from very good to very poor, such as the stair soffit in Room
101 (Figure 8-69) or ceilings of Rooms 104 and 202 (Figure 8-70). Some of the destruction was
due to subsurface exploration as in Rooms 104 and 204 to examine the joint for the 1870s
addition. All of the walls, but one, are plaster on brick so that any movement in the brick shows
up quickly in the plaster. Structural cracks in the plaster can be repaired once all stabilization
procedures have been completed and no further movement is observed or detected. Crack
monitors might be considered for large cracks related to significant foundation problems to
ensure movement has stopped before permanent repairs.
The ceilings are all plaster and lath and are in various states of deterioration. Large amounts of
plaster have fallen in Room 101 around the stairs in Room 102, but that in Room 103 is more or
less intact. The ceiling in Room 104, due in part to investigative demolition and removal of late
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20 C. modifications, is mostly destroyed (Figure 8-71). The early 20 century sheetrock ceiling
in Room 105 has been covered with various layers of ceiling paper and the adhesive dots from an
acoustical tile installation remain in many locations. A crack runs down the center of the ceiling
following the pattern of a later modification. The eastern half of the ceiling has also been
removed for structural investigation.
On the second floor, the plaster ceilings fair slightly better, but there are ceiling holes created for
plumbing or HVAC in almost every room.
M oisture damage is visible especially in Room 104 and 105 (Figure 8-72). Final roofing and
gutter solutions will ensure external moisture problems no longer are an issue. There are few
obvious locations were water could be coming through the walls themselves due to lack of
mortar and those locations (east side for example) have to be repointed.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Plaster
Remedial treatment includes patching areas of missing p laster with a two or three coat system
depending on the location. Room 102 for example appears to have only a two coat system
111
whereas the walls of 203 and ceiling of 104 have a three coat system.
Plaster needs sounding and loose material removed. Plaster around the cracks should be
removed to examine the condition of the bricks and joints underneath. Cracks need to be cut out
and patched while areas of exposed brick with failing mortar need to be repointed prior to
replastering. Plaster that is slightly loose can be injected with a fine non-expanding gypsum
grout but care is required to have enough holes for the grout to move into and not force the
plaster outward.
Areas of very loose plaster on the verge of failure should be anchored back to the wall with
plaster anchors if at all possible. Plaster that has lost most of its strength will have to be
replaced.
M old is an issue in locations of high moisture content. Cleaning of plaster walls with this
condition can be accomplished by careful sponge washing with diluted bleach. Sponge rinsing
to remove all alkaline chemicals followed by pH testing is essential. The wall needs to
thoroughly dry (and inspected) before any further repair or finish is put on the wall.
Gypsum Wallboard (Drywall)
Gypsum-based wallboard, or drywall, was found in the ceiling of Rooms 105, 201, 202, 203 and
walls of 106, 202A and both for 107B and 207B (Figure 8-73). Bathroom 204A was created
with drywall in the 1930s. M ost of the drywall has been removed and thrown away but a
representative piece, preferably with a brand name (US Gypsum) and other information on one
side, should be saved.
111

One explan ation may come from Samu el Sloan’s The Mod el Architect, 1852 in whi ch he states on p age 75 o f
volume two: “ If the wall is to be papered, there is no necessity for the third coat, since the paper may be laid
directly on the second.”
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“Wallboard”, “drywall”, “sheetrock” are all names for gypsum board which has it origins in the
mid 1890s with patents by Augustine Sackett who set up a plant in Pamrapoe, New Jersey.
United States Gypsum bought the Sackett Wallboard Company and a competitor, the Sampson
Plaster Board Company in Passaic, New Jersey, in 1909. It was not until 1916, though, that a
new method produced sized paper-faced “longboards” 3/8” thick and usually 48” wide. Between
1920 and 1925, US Gypsum introduced “Sheetrock wallboard”, “Rocklath”, “Sheetrock tile
board”, and “Gyp -lap”. All had a huge impact on building methodologies particularly during,
and immediately after, World War II (Konrad and Tomlan 1995:269-270).
Recommended Treatments Gypsum Wallboard (Drywall)
The drywall in the Koerner House represents some of the earliest successfully mass produced
plaster substitute material that forever changed interior construction techniques. A display
discussing the evolution of the house with samples of the drywall touching on buildinghistory, is
one possible permanent orperiodic exhibit.
One location preserved in-situ, perhaps covered in Rooms 105 or 205, if not a ceiling corner in
Room 203 could be instructive to future buildingresearchers.
INTERIOR: WOODWORK
Flooring
Existing flooring in the Koerner House is all tongue and groove white pine approximately 4 ½ to
th
5” in width (Figure 8-74). Two rooms have replacement flooring from the early 20 century.
The kitchen, Room 105, had its floor replaced with tongue and groove boards that are narrower
(3 ¼”) than the originals. The flooring in 202 was replaced with strip oak flooring probably
sometime in the 1920s (Figure 8-75).
The floors in most of the rooms are in relatively good condition although dirt and debris continue
th
to obscure their surfaces. Areas where plumbing had been added in the 20 century are also
locations of moderate to severe damage. These include the west half of Room 104 and areas in
Room 105 (Figure 8-76). Rooms 107B and 207B also have flooring in fair to poor condition.
The only remnants of other floor finishes consists of painted surfaces in Rooms 101, 102, 103,
104, 105, 201, 202, 203, 204, and 205. The paint is on the periphery of the floors with
unfinished floorboards in the middle indicating a covering in the form of floorcloths, matting or
carpeting from the earliest period. Given the Koerner’s social position in the community,
carpeting would very likely have been used in at least the formal rooms. Specific evidence,
though, falls to the probate records that delineate “3 Carpets”, worth “$18” and “1 Large Rug,”
worth “$5” (St. Clair County Probate Record, Roll 122, sequence 400063).
Casings and Related Trim
Casings and related trim around windows remains somewhat intact but door casings have largely
been removed. There is a damaged molding on top of the casing for window 107 in Room 102
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that will require gluing (Figure 8-77). Missing casings will have to be remilled using existing
casings for models. There is a detailed chart indicating casing locations and styles in Chapter 4.
Related trim includes sills, aprons, and paneling. These elements have not fared as well as the
casings. Aprons have been almost universally removed for the 80s renovation work and sills are
in mixed condition. The paneling beneath the windows in the front parlor (102) was spared
however. More detailed discussion ensues under Windows below.
Baseboards
The 1984 renovation removed nearly all of the baseboards and their whereabouts are unknown.
It is likely they were thrown away. The exception are parts of the north and south walls of
Room 104, parts of Room 105, a fragment in Room 101 next to Door 104, a short fragment in
Room 201, the landing at Room 201A, three walls in Room 204A, and Room 205, north wall
(Figure 8-78).
Doors
The only original interior door remaining in the house is located in Opening 203 to Room 202
(Figure 8-79). A door from the 1920s remains in place in Opening 225 to Room 206 but all
1980s doors have been removed.
Windows
The windows in this house are, by and large, remarkably intact particularly given the ownership
th
pattern in the 20 century. Windows are one of the first elements that identify a building’s
approximate age, and they provide a degree of visual, if not actual, historic authenticity.
The most obvious alteration to the windows is the single pane sash inserted in the bottom half of
th
Windows 106 and 107 in the front parlor (Figure 8-80). These were early 20 century
modifications and probably date from the same time as the casements in 101 were installed. The
paint chromachronology supports this theory.
The second most obvious alterations to the windows are the aprons below the sills. They were
removed everywhere, except Room 102, in 1984.
Sills conditions vary. They are intact in Room 102 but severely damaged on Window 114 in
Room 103, gone or severely damaged for Windows 209, 210 in Room 203, severely damaged on
Window 122 in Room 105 (Figure 8-81). The sills in the remaining rooms are intact.
Window glass has been altered in nearly every window and is discussed separately below.
Fireplace Surrounds
There are four fireplace surrounds or “mantles” in the house, one in each of the principle rooms.
The mantles in Rooms 102 and 103 are the most similar but differ in the under molding detail
and side detailing. These two differ substantially from mantles in Rooms 202 and 203 which, in
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turn, differ dramatically from each other. The mantle in Room 203 is the most unusual in its
detailing and proportions.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Interior Woodwork
The FLOORS should be patched with seasoned wood that matched the species, grain and
dimensions of the existing floorboards. The floors should not be sanded under any
circumstances.
Carpeting, possibly wall-to-wall by the 1870s or 80s was most likely treatment in the formal
rooms. Conceivably, area carpeting was used with a painted wood border but presumably, the
carpeting would relate color-wise to the painted border.
The bedchambers are not as clear but matting might have been the preferred flooring in those
rooms or possibly small rugs. Room 203 had been painted and then painted and varnished with
some 14 coats in total lasting possibly into Period 7 (1930s-60s). This would indicate the border
in this room remained exposed throughout Koerner’s life and well into the twentieth century.
Floorcloths would have been in use in the utilitarian spaces such as the kitchen and Room 104, at
least initially. They also were commonly used in hallways, though entry halls often had carpet
for those who could afford it. Floorcloths were probably used in the suspected servants’ quarters
in Rooms 205 and 206 as well.
OTHER interior woodwork including fireplace surrounds, stairways, window casings, sills and
aprons; door casing and the single extant original door (Room 202) are all painted and in fair to
good condition. The 1984 renovation removed a tremendous amount of trimwork. Nearly all of
the baseboards are missing expect in 104. Door casings disappeared around doors to 102, 102103, 103-104, 104-103, 104-107B, 104-105, 105-104 and many upstairs. Window sill aprons
need to be replaced in nearly every room also because of the 1984 renovation.
The paint build up varies on the remaining trim work but is most pronounced in Room 105.
Where there is no evidence of paint failure including peeling and severe checking, or significant
loss of molding detail, the recommendation is to avoid expensive, risky, lead-abatementinvoking, and historic-finishes-destroying stripping. Areas of unique intact finishes such as the
staircase on the second floor up to the attic, which was enclosed in the 1920s, are particularly
valuable for any future research. Areas where stripping is deemed necessary and desirable
should have one representative area left untouched and protected by plexiglass and labeled in
some appropriate fashion.
In the instances of natural finishes on the stairway where the newel, balusters, railing, and treads
were originally stained and varnished, they should be stripped down tothe original varnish to the
extent possible. Original finishes should be preserved and, if possible, salvaged. If the original
finish isn’t salvageable, the wood can be taken down to bare wood and stained and varnished to
match remnants of the original. Mock up pieces need to be made for approval before any work
is done on the actual stairway.
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Later window sash exists in Rooms 102 and 105. Six-pane sash matching the upper sash need to
replace the 20 th century single pane currently in Room 102. The sash in Room 105 is not as
important since it is not in the interpreted area.
th

Window 101 was added in the early 20 century (Figure 8-84). Options include removing this
window altogether and re-bricking the opening. A second option could enclose the window on
the interior with a temporary system, when needed, to convey the period lighting effect. A third
option might be to encapsulate the window if possible between new exterior and interior
st
surfaces, leaving it for interpretation at some future date. After all, we 21 century restorers
were rather thrilled to find the encapsulated Window 114 in Room 103.

INTERIOR: GLASS
A survey of the glass in the house was undertaken to identify modern with older, and perhaps
th
original, cylinder glass. Cylinder glass was hand blown (19 c.) into large tubes, cut and then
flattened in an annealing oven (Figure 8-82). Imperfections remained the bane of the glass
makers even after mechanization of the process by US invention in 1903 (Wilson 1976:150-151).
Cylinder glass was in use for window glass into the 1920s. Panes are identified as “early” versus
“original” because there is no easy way to know if a pane was replaced in the 19th century or if it
is, in fact, the original. While the early glass is probably original, there is no accounting for wind
storms, children, or other dangers to fragile glass.
On the first floor, 35 out of 84 individual panes of glass surveyed contained distortions indicating
they are pre-modern glass. The front parlor windows have single pane modern replacement
lower sash, but the upper six- pane sash are original. Window 106 contains early glass in the
entire upper sash. Window 112 in Room 103 contains the second most amount of early glass
with seven out of twelve panes (Figure 8-83). The west window in Room 105 is third. The
percentage of early glass in a given window varies from 58% down to 8% on the first floor. The
th
west window in Room 106, which we know was installed sometime in the early 20 century
(after the original porch door here was removed) had one early pane.
The window in the first floor hall (Window 101), installed in the 1920s also, had five distorted
panes out of thirty,which were all in the south sash.
Overall, 34% of all panes, including 20th century sash, on this floor were cylinder glass. That
th
number moves up to 41% when only 19 century sash are taken into account.
On the second floor, the number of early glass window panes increased to about 65% with two
windows, both in the front bedroom (202), containing twenty -two early panes out of twenty -four.
The two-over-two windows in the bay addition (204) which dates from the post civil war era
varied in completeness also. The “north” and “south” windows had three out of four early panes
intact but the middle, east-facing window, which has undergone the most structural stress, had
only one early pane (upper left) still in place.
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The historic quality of a window may be first perceived from the physical characteristics of the
glass itself. True historic glass has a variability in its distortion factor that creates an often subtle
but dynamic image for the viewer depending on the particular angle and light. Obviously,
th
distortions were not a purposeful or desired characteristic in 19 century window glass so it is
often hard to detect. Reproduction “historic glass” sometimes incorporates distortion to a degree
th
that was never in 19 c. glass or never would have been tolerated by the buying public.
Awareness of and care for remaining historic glass is valuable in the preservation and restoration
of any historic building.
Door Glass
The sidelights for the front door have only two out of sixpanes that are possibly early. The other
four lights are plexiglass.
The east door in Room 105, believed to be early, has a four pane transom light and four panes,
divided by two crossed mullions, in the upper half of the door itself. Three out of four panes in
the transom are early (the fourth possibly as well). Only one pane, the upper left, in the door
itself is early (Figure 8-85).
The west door in that room is a colonial revival horizontal paneled door and none of the glass
shows the characteristic imperfections of cylinder glass.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Glass
Leaving the mix of modern and early glass in place will immediately highlight the differences
for the viewer, and it honestly treats the natural evolution of a sash over a long history. The
observant viewer will notice a difference (often quite subtle) in optical qualities and get a better
sense of the variability in 19th century (and early 20th century) glass manufacturing. All
“Plexiglas” should be replaced with reproduction glass that matches the characteristics of other
early glass in the house.
If the decision is made to install replica cylinder glass in place of all modern glass, the new glass
should be marked in the corner to identify its actual date. Care is required to find accurate
reproductions that do not exaggerate the distortions. A prominent historic building in Springfield
restored in the 1960s features “replica historic glass” that bears little resemblance to the
glassmaker’s art and which obliterates the view one would have actually experienced.
INTERIOR: CAS T IRON AND OTHER METALS
Gas lines
th

The evidence of 19 century gas lightingtechnology is found scattered about the Koerner House
and is detailed in Chapters 4 and 5. Those remnants should remain if at all possible. Larger
pieces of pipe are visible in the damp basement and have suffered the consequences of that
environment. Rust covers much of the piping but the rust can be removed if the wall thickness
of the material is not too compromised.
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Gas Fixtures
No fixtures were found but one keyed gas jet remains near the ceiling in the NW corner of
basement Room 004 (Figure 8-86). Terminations of gas pipes are visible in the ceilings of
Rooms 101, 102, 103, 104, and 105. A wall pipe terminus remains on the west wall of Room
105 as noted in previous chapters (Figure 8-87). Another wall pipe terminus is present on the
south wall of Room 204.
Lighting Escutcheons
One lightingescutcheon remains in the house and was found in the center of the ceiling in Room
th
103. Its date is unknown but appears to be late 19 century (Figure 8-88).
Plumbing
The house was not plumbed during Koerner’s time except for pumping apparatus needed to
connect the well and cistern to the kitchen. Archaeological evidence of that exists (see Chapter
four and six) but no physical remnants have been found to date.
Window hardware
Sash Lifts and Locks
An intact sash lift and part of a sash lock was found on the lower sash of window 114
when it was uncovered in Room 103 (Figure 8-89).
Windows 117 and 118 in Room 104 also had remnants of original lock hardware.
Window 117 has an original lock catch and Window 118 has a pivot lock with porcelain
knob also attached to the upper sash meeting rail (Figures 8-90 and 8-91).
Sash Pulleys
Pulleys remain for nearly all windows and can remain in place if still operational. Those
that are not operational should be taken out, paint removed, any oxidation removed,
oiled, and reinstalled.
Chains
Sash chains are on many windows but are later modifications. Chains were introduced in
th
the 19 century with the advent of larger and heavier pieces of glass (Tutton and Hirst
th
2007:107) but their date of introduction in the Koerner House is probably 20 century.
Door Hardware
112

There were twenty-nine exterior and interior doors originally, including the double doors in
Openings 110 and 208. Original hardware, including catches, remains on only six or seven
112

Counting the various double doors, closet 101A and in 201, 107C, and exterior basement doorway.
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doors, the most intact being Openings 203 and 207 in Room 202. On the exterior, the door to
107C is possibly original since the wall within this storage area has never been painted (Figure 892).
Handles
Door 203 retains its original white porcelain oval knob but the escutcheons are loose and
misshapen (Figure 8-93).
Hinges
Door 203 and 207 are the only original hinges in the house. Those on Door 121 may not
be original but do date from the Koerner occupation (Period 3).
Locks
Door 203 has a mortise lock still in place and Door 207 has a remaining top bolt that was
probably spring loaded and chain operated judging from its design. A simple “cupboard”
latch with small porcelain knobs keeps the north leaf of the latter doorway latched to the
fixed (when bolted) south leaf (Figure 8-94).
On the exterior, the door to storage space 107C has an original Branford rim lock on it.
The Branford Lock Works began in 1865 in Branford, Connecticut before becoming a
division of Yale and Towne around 1892 (Eastwood 1982:105; Bill Rigby, pers. comm.
2008) (Figure 8-95).

Figure 8-1. Facsimile cover of the 1879 Branford Lock Works catalogue.
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Strike Plates
A strike plate still exists for the door to closet discussed as Room 101A (Figure 8-96) and
a rim lock receiver piece remains on the north casing of the west door in Room 105 (door
123). The right door appears to still have a strike plate on the closet in 201. Door 203
retains its plate as do the French doors in Opening207.
Miscellaneous Hardware
Two broken hooks remain on the north wall of closet 201B. There were five hooks prior to the
application of the current red paint covering all interior surfaces. Four screw hooks are screwed
into the bottom of the shelf that is approximately six feet off the floor. T he date of the screw
th
hooks is unknown, but they appear to be 20 century in origin. The function of another piece of
hardware in the closet is unidentified. It is movable metal hook protruding from a slotted
triangular block of wood in the upper corner just below the shelf. The block of wood has two
sets of four screw holes (only two screws present) indicating it was probably moved from
somewhere else (Figure 8-97).
Three wire wing hooks were found in opening 216 leading to the second story porch originally
(Figure 8-98). It was converted to a closet c. 1910 and later covered over when 204A was built.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Castiron and Hardware
Remaining hardware, already documented in place, can be removed for metal identification,
finishes analysis, and any indication of manufacturer name, date or patent information. Care will
be required to prevent damage to screws and ensure location documentation always remains with
the object as well as on file.
Paint accumulation is typical and partial strippingis recommended to reveal the original surfaces
including finish, texturing, pattern, and writing. Some paint should remain for any future
analysis of the layers of paint and lacquers.
Original finishes for the hardware would depend on its material and application but “Japanned”
finishes (lacquered) or “bronzed” were not uncommon if they were of a cast iron base. Brass,
another common hardware metal, was also usually lacquered although not always identified as
113
such.
The little remaining original hardware can be either reinstalled or, if in poor condition or nonfunctioning, displayed in the artifact collection of the house and replica hardware put in its place.
INTERIOR: LIGHT FIXTURES
Original light fixtures do not exist in the house. Only the escutcheon of the ceiling fixture in
Room 103 remains. It is a cast metal hexagonal shape with an overlapping decorative hexagonal
113

See examples in the reproduction o f the Russell and Erwin Manu facturing Company’s 1865 catalogue o f
American Hardware, published by the Association for Preserv ation Technology with assistance from the
Foundation for Preserv ation Technology, 1980.
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pattern. It is approximately five inches across and two inches in height. It appears to have a
bronzed finish but some of it has worn off. A decorative hook hangs down from the center
indicating a non-gas chandelier was probably hung in the room (Figure 8-88). See also Chapters
4 and 5 (Description of Interior) for information on light fixtures.
Recommended Remedial Treatments for Light Fixtures
The metal escutcheon and hook should be taken down, examined for positive metal and finish
identification and, similar to other hardware, either put into the artifact collection or reinstalled
for use as originally intended.
The piece may be bronze or brass, or cast iron finished to give that appearance. If the original
finish is intact, it should be left alone if corrosion is not an issue. If corrosion is found on the
object, the area should be cleaned and protected with a lacquer leaving the remaining original
finish intact.

INTERIOR: WALLPAPER
The topic of wallpapers has been discussed in depth in Chapter 7, so the information provided
here primarily will address conservation issues. Wallp apers and wallpaper remnants were found
in almost every room in the house. The exceptions were Room 207B, which had undergone
complete framing investigative demolition, and the attic and basement spaces. The greatest
accumulation of papers, though, was found in 104 and 105 while the most intact paper and
border was found behind a 1920s (and later) enclosure encapsulating the stair leading to the attic.
th

19 Century
th

There are only two or possibly three papers believed to be from the 19 century remaining in the
house. Two exist in Room 104 and the third candidate was found in Rooms 104, 204A, and 203.
A paper found in the west (pre c. 1872) half of Room 104 is characteristic of the styles that were
popular and promoted in the mid century. Interior decoration/design writers and publications,
however, tended to promote this style increasingly less into the third quarter.
Given the room’s speculated early use and calcimine finishes, even after the c. 1872 addition,
this paper would be unlikely to have been in place until after 1872. Yet it was not found in the
east half of the room (Figure 8-2).
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Figure 8-2. Earliest paper found in the west half of Room 104.
The second early paper, on the other hand, was found on both sides of Room 104. The bestpreserved section of that paper is located just to the left of Window 117. This white floral
pattern paper with silver accents is on a blue-green ground. It too would not meet the approval
of contemporary writers but naturalistic patterns remained popular during the entire century
(Figure 8-3).

Figure 8-3. Post c. 1872 paper in Room 104 next to Window 117.
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The third candidate for a 19th century paper but has a distinct Arts and Crafts patterning was
found in several locations. The clearest to date was in 204A (Figure 8-4).

Figure 8-4. Early paper in 204A, possibly 1900 or before.
th

Early 20 Century
Buried behind 1920s remodeling in gypsum wallboard is the most intact set of wall and border
papers in the house. The paper’s Art Nouveau styling is indicative of both the teens when it was
installed, and the Winkleman family’s interest in current style trends of the day. It is significant
because Art Nouveau was not as generally popular in the U.S. as it was in Europe. This paper
has not yet been further researched for additional significance (Figures 8-5 and 8-6).
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Figure 8-5. Second-floor hall stair to the attic.

Figure 8-6. Art Nouveau border in second-floor hall.
This paper is badly soiled and moldy in areas. It is curling off the wall in some locations and
badly damaged at the top of the stair. Nonetheless, it is the most intact and period distinct paper
in the house.
Other papers found above or behind the 1920s sheetrock installations were found in rooms 201
and 202 (Figures 8-7 and 8-8).
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Figure 8-7. Above the closet in Room 201: On the left is the Art Nouveau paper but the
right is different.

Figure 8-8. Above the 1920s sheetrock ceilingin room 202.
th

Mid 20 Century
Papers from this era can be readily observed in Room 105 in particular. Others were uncovered
behind pre-1984 paper campaigns (Figures 8-9 and 8-10).
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Figure 8-9. North wall of Room 105 showing various papers.

Figure 8-10. North wall of Room 204.
th

Late 20 Century
This era refers to papers found almost immediately behind the 1984 furred out walls. Often,
papers had been painted over by that time although some were hidden by radiators (Figures 8-11
and 8-12).
391

Figure 8-11. Green and silver striped paper preceded the 1984 drywall remodeling in
Room 104

Figure 8-12. A radiator pre vented this 20th c. paper from getting painted in Room 200.
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Recommended Remedial Treatments for Wallpaper
Samples of all wallpaper patterns ideally would be collected to the degree possible as a record of
the extant decorative wallpaper finishes found in the house beginning in 2005. Samples
collected to date for this study do not necessarily have complete patterns. All surfaces and
corners of all rooms have not been investigated for additional paper fragments.
th

Larger remnants of the 19 century papers need to be uncovered if feasible to determine the full
size and patterns ofthe individual papers.
Large samples can be removed by either carefully removing overlayers in situ or cutting out
large sections off the plaster and separating them off site. The former has a number of
advantages. The paper(s) underneath may be adhered enough to the wall to allow relatively easy
removal of later layers, and the extent of the whole pattern is more likely to be discerned if
uncovered in place. Cutting out sections and steaming apart layers off-site has the advantage of
speed on site and more control and time off site. This assumes the first layer comes off the wall
with all subsequent layers.
Tools include a steamer with a directed nozzle, spatulas with rounded edges of various sizes
(stainless steel micro spatulas to six inch plastic spatulas/ putty knifes), various sized light
weight clips to grip the paper, and support surfaces (screening or acid free mat board or
foamcore©) to catch the paper as it separates.
Soaking papers (non vinylpapers) can also work but is more risky to the pigments in the design.
Removal of whole sections before separating needs to account for possible pattern sizes. Pattern
widths varied by manufacturer, country of origin, and time period but generally were18 to 24” in
width with repeats rangingfrom a few inches to a couple of feet.
Cleaning of the wallpaper samples needs to be undertaken by a conservator experienced in
dealing with those materials. The type of pigment and paper will affect cleaning methodologies.
th
M any if not most wallpapers from the second half of the 19 century onward were printed on
highly acidic pulp papers and need to be carefully treated to ensure preservation.
Individual papers, once stable and clean, should be mounted using acid free tape and mat boards,
labeled and numbered, and stored in archival boxes suitable for the pattern sizes in question.
Display of these papers should be temporary and away from sources of natural sunlight.
th

The options for restoring the 19 century papers in the Koerner House, since none are intact to
any degree, are either custom reproductions or ready -made period reproductions. The current
difficulty in choosing the latter course is pinpointing the dates of installation and confirmingthe
proper period. The other difficulty is our current lack of complete patterns. Pieces would have
to be assembled from all available wall surfaces and a careful laboratory analysis of the colors
undertaken to ensure accuracy of hue, chroma and value in each colorway. Samples in museum
collections should be examined to find similar patterns and colors from the period also.
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Custom reproductions are, needless-to-say, expensive and time consuming to develop and create,
and oversee manufacture.
Choosing the second option opens up numerous possibilities given the number of companies
manufacturing history wallpapers currently.
For papers that are largely intact (201, 202), another avenue should be considered.
S tabilization and Cleaning of Wallpapers In Situ
th

Although the most intact and complete papers in the Koerner House are 20 century, there is an
argument for stabilizing, cleaning and preserving them in place. Conceivably, a barrier layer
could go on top of these intact examples and a Koerner-period appropriate restoration paper
installed over that.
Details of that option would need to be explored further.
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Figure 8-13. The front of the Koerner House showing the relationship of all of the masonry
elements – foundation, brick, stoop, window lintels and sills.

Figure 8-14. Missing stone on the NW corner of the foundation
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Figure 8-15. East foundation of the main house showing deteriorated stone and missing
mortar
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Figure 8-16. The NE corner showing the deteriorated water table.
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Figure 8-17. Front stoop from the westshowing separation from the wall

Figure 8-18. S tone sill erosion made noticeable due to the missing paint
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Figure 8-19. Subtle crack of the top corner of window 200 on the North elevation

Figure 8-20. A not-so-subtle crack at window 107 on the North elevation
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Figure 8-21. East gable end of the main house showing brick rake board conditions

Figure 8-22. Areas of brick face losses that have remained stable since the last painting
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Figure 8-23. Dramatic cracking has resulted from the failure of the brick arch in this face
of the bay.
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Figure 8-24. S evere paint flaking coincides with the unused chimney on the east face of the
ell.
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Figure 8-25. One of the few areas of flaking brick and weathered looking joints.
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Figure 8-26. West elevation - one of the more obvious cracks on the house (no arrow
necessary)

Figure 8-27. Past step cracking at the former door infill area (Opening 226).
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Figure 8-28. Brick depressions near the location of the former porch railing.
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Figure 8-29. S E corner of the ell: The exposed mortar joints are in good condition in this
location.
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Figure 8-30. Not surprisingly, mortar is in fair to poor condition at the S W corner near the
cornice.

Figure 8-31. All of the chimneys require rebuilding to varying degrees.
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Figure 8-32. Poor condition of the trim and clapboard of the added bathrooms
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Figure 8-33. (LEFT) Window 106 on the north elevation showing an early 20 century
lower sash.

Figure 8-34 (RIGHT) Window 117 on the NE face of the bay is typical of the window
conditions.
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Figure 8-35. Opening 114 in Room 103 looked out on the porch originally.

Figure 8-36. Opening 213 in Room 203 was originally a window onto the west porch.
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Figure 8-37. An example of early/original glass. The distortion is probably exaggerated by
dirt and the storm window beyond.

Figure 8-38. The original dummy shutters in "Opening" 109.
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Figure 8-39. The east door in Room 105 (Opening 121) is the only exterior door in the rear
wing with a transom.
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Figure 8-40. The nearlyintact original main entry porch (Room 100).

Figure 8-41. The decking on the entry porch is a continuation of the hall flooring. Plywood
covers the weakened area.
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Figure 8-42. Original brick and added Italianate wood brackets (photo courtesy of FRR).

Figure 8-43. Northeast cornice return with a missing bracket and trim.
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Figure 8-44. Detail of the rear cornice of the main house showing the beaded fascia (photo
courtesy of FRR).
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Figure 8-45. The soffits and fascias have weathered more than the rake boards.
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Figure 8-46. Cast iron balcony brackets.

Figure 8-47.View of the brick patterned sheet metal over the shutters in "Opening" 109.
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Figure 8-48. Cracks appear above and below window 101.

Figure 8-49. Later switchbox cut into the wall in the front hall.
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Figure 8-50. Diagonal crack in the south wall of Room 102 coincides with a hole cut in the
foundation below this wall.

Figure 8-51. The same crack on the north wall of Room 103 showing missing brick area.
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Figure 8-52. NW corner of Room 103 where duct work was punched through two walls.
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Figure 8-53. Movement here is apparent from the cracks above and below Window 114.

Figure 8-54. The exposed unstable (north wall) joint of the 1870s addition in Room 104.
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Figure 8-55. East wall of Room 104 showing severe cracks below Window 118.

Figure 8-56. The largest brick hole in the house is above Door 120.
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Figure 8-57. Numerous cracks populate the east wall of Room 105.
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Figure 8-58. Substantial crack below the east window of Room 106.

Figure 8-59. North wall of Room 106 with gouged brick to accommodate a later light
switch.
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Figure 8-60. Railing installation created numerous brick gouges on the stairs.

Figure 8-61. Crack near the base of Door 208 in Room 202 related to settling of wall below.
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Figure 8-62. Unusual horizontal crack off of Window 205 sill.

Figure 8-63. The extensive crack over Door 208 is more pronounced in Room 203.
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Figure 8-64. Cracking at the base of Opening 208 in Room 203.

Figure 8-65. Impressive crack over Opening 213 in Room 203.
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Figure 8-66. Substantial separation at the north addition joint in Room 204 suggesting
rotation of the bay is occurring.

Figure 8-67. Horizontal crack emanating from Door 223 on west side of Room 205 travels
across to adjacent window before heading up into the ceiling.
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Figure 8-68. Crack in east wall of Room 206 below Window 225.

Figure 8-69. Massive plaster failure in the ceiling and stair soffit in Room 101.
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Figure 8-70. Large plaster failure in the S W ceiling of Room 102.

Figure 8-71. Ceiling in Room 104 partially removed at the junction with the 1870s bay
addition.
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Figure 8-72. Moisture has been a problem in the east wall in Room 105.

Figure 8-73. Very early "wallboard" (drywall) was installed in parts of the Koerner House
in the 1920s at the beginning of that industry. The ceiling of Room 201, shown above, is
one example.
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Figure 8-74. Original flooring in Room 103 near the hall door.

Figure 8-75. Junction of strip oak flooring (arrow) in Room 202 an d original flooring in
Room 203.
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Figure 8-76. Room 104 particularly sustained flooring damage due to later plumbing
additions and subsequent leaks. The center of the room and the S W corner flooring will
need repair.

Figure 8-77. Damaged window casing molding and failing plaster are visible in this view of
Room 102.
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Figure 8-78. S hort remnant of horizontal baseboard remains in Room 201 next to Door
212.

Figure 8-79. The only remaining original interior door (203) is found on the second floor,
leading to Room 202.
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Figure 8-80. Window 107 in Room 102. The lower sash was replaced in the early 20
century, but its apron and paneling remains.
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Figure 8-81. Destroyed stool and missing apron of Window 122 in Room 105.
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Figure 8-82. Cylinder glass manufacturing, as illustrated by Theodore Davies for the
January 1884 edition of Harper’s Weekly (Wilson 1976:Fig. 9.1). A form of cylinder glass
was used in this country into the 1920s.

Figure 8-83. Window 112 (on the right) in Room 103 contains the most early panes (n=7)
of any window on the first floor.
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Figure 8-84. The south sash in this 1920s-era casement window (101) also contains early
glass.

Figure 8-85. Three out of four panes in the transom of Door 121 are early but only one of
the four panes in the door is cylinder (early) glass.
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Figure 8-86. The only remaining gas jet in the house is in the basement (Room 004).

Figure 8-87. A gas pipe terminates on the west wall of the Room 105.
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Figure 8-88. The only remnant of a light fixture remaining in the house, in the ceiling of
Room 103.

Figure 8-89. A sash lift and part of a sash lock were found on Window 114 in Room103.
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Figure 8-90. S ash lock found on Window 118 in the bay addition to Room 104.

Figure 8-91. A 19th century lock catch can be seen on the left near the 20th century lock
mechanism on Window 119 in the bay addition to Room 104.
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Figure 8-92. The storage area discussed as Room 107C, including its door, possibly is
original to the house.

Figure 8-93. Original hardware on Door 203, the only original interior door left in the
house (in Room 202).
441

Figure 8-94. An original surface mounted spring(?) lock on Doorway 207 in Room 202,
leading to the balcony. The bottom lock is missing.

Figure 8-95. An early Branford rim lock on the door to the storage space discussed as
Room 107C. Branford Lock Works was founded in 1865 in Branford, Connecticut.
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Figure 8-96. Hardware remains from Door 102, leading to the storage closet below the
stairway (Room 101A).
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Figure 8-97. This unusual movable hook mechanism slides in the slot cut in the block of
wood. It was found in the closet in 201. The block of wood appears to have been moved
judging from the additional screw holes present.

Figure 8-98. Wire hooks within Door 216 in Room 204. This opening was converted from
an exterior doorway (leading onto the side porch) to a closet circa 1912.
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Chapter 9: Mortar Analysis
Peter Wollenberg

KOERNER HOUS E MORT AR ANALYS IS
M ortar samples were collected from the stone foundations and from the brick walls of both the
main house and rear wing (or ell). Samples were also collected from brick exterior and interior
for comparison.
Ten samples of mortar were collected from exterior and seven from the interior of the Koerner
House in Belleville, IL. The locations where these samples were taken are illustrated in the
photographs that follow. These images are arranged by sample number.

Figure 9-1. Representative mortar samples collected from the Koerner House. S amples
M1 through M5 are shown.
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M 1.

North Elevation: 3 brick courses above first floor window sills between the windows

M 2.

North Elevation: Subsurface rubble foundation wall to the left of the front entrance

M 3.

West Elevation: Subsurface pit south of the porch, rubble foundation
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M 4. South Elevation: Subsurface pit at the southwest corner of the main house where it meets
the porch.

M 5.

East Elevation: Subsurface pit at the southern end of the east foundation.

No image

M 6.

West Elevation: North edge of Window 224 on the porch, brick wall.
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M 7.

West Elevation: SW corner of the main house, brick wall.

M 8.

East Elevation: SE corner of the ell, brick wall.

M 9.

East Elevation: NE face of the bay window, brick wall.
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M 10. East Elevation: Under Window 109, brick wall.

M 11. Interior: Room 103, below (covered) Window 114.

M 12. “Interior:” Room 107B, below (covered) window 114. This was an exterior wall until c.
1900-1910.
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M 13. Room 204, south wall below stovepipe hole.

M 14: Room 204, south wall below Window 119.
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M 15: Room 206, north wall to the right of the doorway. Possibly 1920s brickwork and mortar.

M 16: West wall of gable in attic Room 301
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M 17: Near SE corner of Room 104

The samples were examined visually macro and microscopically before undergoing aggregate
segregation by dissolution. The aggregate remaining was examined and then sieved using US
Standard sieves. The sieve results are presented in the tables below:
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Sieve

% Passing

sample

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

M6

M 7*

M8

M9

elev–>

N

N-f

W-f

S-f

E-f

W

W

E

bay

10

65.0

81.3

82.0

96.6

96.0

90.4

80.7

86.5

96.0

20

59.2

74.4

65.0

84.2

86.3

80.0

73.3

77.7

87.3

30

55.7

69.6

51.0

77.3

78.9

72.2

65.2

70.5

73.8

50

26.8

29.8

16.4

30.0

24.5

18.3

19.9

18.2

11.1

100

4.4

6.8

3.9

3.8

4.5

1.7

2.5

1.6

0.3

*M7 had paint chips mixed in

N-f = North facade, foundation

Sieve

% Passing

sample

M 10

M11

M 12

M 13

M 14**

M15

M 16

M 17

elev/
room

E

103

107B

204

204

206

301

104

10

89.9

96.8

91.6

95.6

-----

-----

95.4

93.2

20

81.4

87.2

82.5

88.2

-----

-----

88.6

88.0

30

71.3

82.0

71.7

80.8

-----

-----

88.0

77.4

50

15.0

24.3

18.2

17.0

-----

-----

21.6

26.8

100

1.1

3.2

1.3

0.6

-----

-----

0.2

0.5

** M 14, M15 visually matched other interior samples
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These numbers compared to local lake sand (Collinsville) and modern Mississippi sand:
Sieve

% Passing

sample

Lake sand (Collinsville)

Fine M ississippi sand

elev/
room
10

98.0

92.6

20

92.6

74.0

30

78.9

52.0

50

10.3

11.7

100

0.2

0.2

The comparison of sand segregation analysis revealed a fair amount of variation in the particle
size distribution across all of the samples. Those with higher numbers through the first three
sieves (M 11 and M4 for example) indicate a slightly finer sand was used while conversely,
samples such as M9 and M10 are slightly coarser sands. Whether this is a consistent pattern in a
given location could only be determined by multiple samplings in that area. The variation may
be explained by the lack of standardization in the sand supply at the time of construction.
The question for the Koerner House is whether there were significant differences between the
foundation and the exterior walls, the exterior walls and the interior walls, the interior walls on
the different floors and between the 1854 construction and the 1870s construction.
The answer is: Very little. The samples did not change much in physical properties (gross
examination of cohesiveness, compressive strength, overall color) but the mortar extracted from
the foundation, interestingly enough, was able to be collected in larger intact pieces than
anywhere else. The foundation mortar tended to have larger pieces of aggregate and poorer
grading although sample M 6 (porch-207A) had a piece of aggregate that was 25x15mm. A
similar sized piece of aggregate was also observed in the sample from Room 103 below the south
window. All of the mortars, though, were easily broken and crushed. The samples taken in the
1870s addition did not prove to be different that those from the original part.
The mortar used for the stone foundation work and the brick work appears to be similar if not
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identical. M2 and M3 sand was much coarser than either of the other foundation sample sands or
the brick mortar sands. However, with the exception of the M2 sand, all of the sands match.
This included the different brick samples on the main house, the ell and the later bay window.
All of the brick mortar sample sands, regardless of origin, generally matched. M12 and M 6 from
room 107B and 207B respectively, which were an exterior wall originally, varied in their slightly
coarser sand.
The sands were quite consistent in color, a light tannish gray (approximately Munsell 10YR 7/4
to 7/2). None of the local sands available today, including the local Collinsville lake sand, match
them exactly. Fine M ississippi river sand is somewhat closer in color than the Lake sand (which
at one time had very probably beenpart of the M ississippi).

Figure 9-2 Four original brick mortar sands are on the right. Course LAKE sand on
lower left and Fine MISSISS IPPI sand on the upper left. Both available sands are on the
brown side.
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Figure 9-3. The Fine MISS ISSIPPI sand on the left is a slightly better match than the
LAKE sand.
LAKE sand is recommended for the foundation because of its coarseness. MISSISSIPPI sand
for its slightly better color match even though the walls will probably remain painted.
M ixratios for all of the samples, compared by weight, were all quite close with the exception of
the sample M 8, from the SW corner of the ell, which appeared to be richer in cementing
materials than the other samples. Additional samples would need to be taken to determine if this
was an anomaly or typical on the ell in general.

PET ROGRAPHIC ANALYS IS
A sample of mortar from the south wall of Room 103 was sent to American Petrographic
Services in M inneapolis for additional insight into the make up of a typical mortar sample. This
interior sample was selected because it could be collected in relatively large chunks and appeared
typical of the above ground mortar. Large chunks were necessary for thin section examination of
the aggregate and aggregate/binder relationship. All the exterior samples (above ground) were
powdery and not conducive to this type of analysis.
The report indicates a soft and porous mortar with a poor aggregate to bond properties. This is
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not atypical for a lime-based mortar though a little surprising for an interior sample. The
aggregate did not show any signs of defects though. The estimated volumetric proportions are
about four parts sand to one part of lime. This proportion would make the mortar on the weaker
side in any case. It is not known whether the mason, or more likely his helper, mixed all of the
mortar this way or if some was closer to a more typical and stronger 3:1 paste to aggregate ratio.
This analysis served to confirm the make up of the mortar, identify any inclusions (none noted)
and provide a more accurate volumetric estimate of the mix.
A copy of the report is attached as Appendix XI.
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FINAL MORTAR MIX RECOMENDATIONS
A type “N” mix is about 750 psi in compressive strength which will be a durable but should not
be too hard a mortar for the bricks.

Foundation Stones
1 Part Gray Portland Cement
1 Part Lime
6 parts COURSE LAKE sand (Such as mason’s sand from Quality Sand and Gravel,
Collinsville)

Brick Wall - Exterior
1 Part Gray Portland Cement
1 Part Lime
6 parts Fine to Course M ISSISSIPPI SAND (slightly lighter than the Collinsville Lake sand
and a slightly better match to the original light gray sands)

Brick Wall - Interior
1 Part Gray Portland Cement
2 Parts Lime
8-9 parts Fine to Course M ISSISSIPPI SAND
(Type “O” mortar)
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Chapter 10: Design Guidelines and Restoration Actions
Philosophical Discussion of Preservation Options
The objectives of any historic structure report is to identify the historic fabric of the building
under study, assess the integrity of the historic fabric of that structure, and make
recommendations as to the appropriate treatment of the historic resource. As with most historic
buildings, there are several preservation options or treatment plans that warrant discussion in
regard to the Gustave Koerner House. Guidelines for potential treatment plans are detailed in
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (Weeks and
Grimmer 1995), an authoritative source that provides a philosophical consistency to preservation
projects. Decisions for carrying out one treatment plan over the others is dependent on multiple,
interrelated factors that include, among other things: 1) the building’s relative importance in
history; 2) its existing physical condition and integrity; 3) the prospective use of the building; 4)
mandated code requirements; and 5) available funds (Weeks and Grimmer 1995:1).
The least involved treatment alternative available for the Koerner House is the NO ACTION
plan. Although this represents the most affordable option, it also is the least effective with
regard to the long-term preservation of the dwelling—one that will contribute to further
deterioration of the property due to neglect. This option is presented primarily for discussion
purposes, rather than for serious consideration. The Gustave Koerner House is a National
Register property, and the City of Belleville and Gustave Koerner House Restoration Committee
clearly have expressed their interests towards the long-term preservation of the structure. While
sound overall, the house does face a number of immediate structural concerns, which, if not
addressed, will ultimately compromise the structural integrity of the building. Hence, No Action
is not considered a viable alternative for the Koerner House.
The second option, Preservation (and/or S tabilization), contemplates the preservation of the
Koerner House in its current form, including the retention of the building’s historic features and
detailing. It places an emphasis on protection, maintenance, and repair of historic fabric, while
replacement is minimized. The Secretary of Interior’s Standards provides four broad guidelines
for preserving historic buildings, which are as follows: 1) identify, retain, and preserve historic
materials and features; 2) stabilize deteriorated historic materials and features as a preliminary
measure until additional work can be done; 3) protect and maintain historic materials and
features; repair (stabilize, consolidate, and conserve) historic materials and features; and 4)
limited replacement in kind of extensively deteriorated portions of historic features. According
to the Standards, preservation is considered an appropriate treatment, “When the property’s
distinctive materials, features, and spaces are essentially intact and thus convey the historic
significance without extensive repair or replacement; when the depiction at a particular period is
not appropriate; and when a continuing or new use does not require additions or extensive
alterations.” This option includes all the necessary work to repair damaged structural elements
that threaten the continued stability of and/or access to the historic structure. Such work
typically would include ensuring that the house has a sound roof, window and door openings are
weatherproofed and secure, and that historic elements will be retained and preserved. However,
it does not entail sufficient work to bring the building into compliance with current health and
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safety codes allowing for the use of the building. Preservation is an initial starting point, or
phase, in a project—a precursor to rehabilitation or restoration. Secretary of Interior’s Standards
for Preservation are listed below:
1) A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that
maximizes the retention of distinctive materials, spaces, and spatial relationships.
Where a treatment and use have not been identified, a property will be protected
and, if necessary, stabilized until additional work may be undertaken.
2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
replacement of intact or repairable historic materials or alterations of features,
space, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.
3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and
use. Work needed to stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic
materials and features will be physically and visually compatible, identifiable
upon close inspection, andproperty documented for future research.
4) Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own
right will be retained and preserved.
5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.
6) The existing condition of historic features will be evaluated to determine the
appropriate level of intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration
requires repair or limited replacement of distinctive features, the new material will
match the old in composition, design, color, and texture.
7) Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will
not be used.
8) Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken (Weeks and
Grimmer 1995:18).
Recommended measures for the stabilization of the Koerner House are discussed in detail at the
end of this section.
Option 3 contemplates the adaptive reuse or Rehabilitation of the structure. Rehabilitation is
the process of bringing the building to contemporary standards for a particular use, and at the
same time preserving the historic fabric of the structure. Whereas all work performed on a
building in this option should be performed in keeping with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, it does not entail returning the building to a
particular period in time. The rehabilitation of a buildingcan be accomplished at multiple levels.
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At the low end, the building is brought up to minimal health and safety standards allowing it to
function as a viable building in today’s society. At the upper end, the building is rehabilitated to
a level that not only brings it up to current building codes; it also restores significant characterdefining features of the property (such as the replacement of period doors). Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are as follows:
1) A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that
maximizes the retention of distinctive materials, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
replacement of intact or repairable historic materials or alterations of features,
space, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.
3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and
use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not be
undertaken.
4) Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own
right will be retained and preserved.
5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.
6) Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and
physical evidence.
7) Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will
not be used.
8) Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.
9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.
10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of
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the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired (Weeks and
Grimmer 1995:62).
A much more involved and costly option is Restoration. This alternative entails the removal of
all non-historic elements, recreation of missing historic elements, and the return of the building
to a particular period in time (i.e. the period of interpretation). In the case of the Koerner House,
features requiring dup lication under a restoration plan would include missing trim, doors, and
shutters, as well as a reconstruction of the side porch. The duplication of missing elements using
like materials tends to be an expensive proposition due to the high cost of skilled labor and
period materials. Additionally, this option generally produces a building that has more restricted
use in today’s society, since the most appropriate use of a restored building dating from the
nineteenth century usually is for historic site interpretation. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Restoration are as follows:
1) A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that
maximizes the retention of distinctive materials, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2) Materials from the restoration period will be retained and preserved. The
removal of materials or alterations of features, spaces, and spatial relationships
that characterize a property will not be undertaken.
3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and
use. Work needed to stabilize, consolidate and conserve materials and features
from the restorationperiod will be physically and visually compatible, identifiable
upon close inspection, andproperly documented for future research.
4) Materials, features, spaces, and finishes that characterize other historical
periods will be documented prior to their alteration or removal.
5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize the restoration period will be
preserved.
6) Deteriorated features from the restoration period will be repaired rather than
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive
feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where
possible, materials.
7) Replacement of missing features from the restoration period will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. A false sense of history will
not be created by adding conjectural features, features from other properties, or by
combining features that never existed together historically.
8) Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will
not be used.
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9) Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.
10) Designs that were never executed historically will not be constructed (Weeks
and Grimmer 1995:118).
A fifth option, Reconstruction, involves the recreation of entire non-surviving buildings with
new materials. This treatment alternative would apply to the Koerner House itself only on the
limited basis, since the dwelling essentially survives in its late-nineteenth-century configuration.
However, the philosophy behind this treatment alternative certainly would apply to the
reconstruction of the side porch in its nineteenth-century configuration—if undertaken—as well
as to any historic outbuildings that might be rebuilt on the property. Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Reconstruction are quoted below:
1) Reconstruction will be used to depict vanished or non-surviving portions of a
property when documentary and physical evidence is available to permit accurate
reconstruction with minimal conjecture and such reconstruction is essential to the
public understanding of the property.
2) Reconstruction of a landscape, building, structure, or object in its historic
location will be preceded by a thorough archaeological investigation to identify
and evaluate those features and artifacts which are essential to an accurate
reconstruction. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be
undertaken.
3) Reconstruction will include measures to preserve any remaining historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships.
4) Reconstruction will be based on the accurate duplication of historic features
and elements substantiated by documentary or physical evidence rather than on
conjectural designs or the availability of different features from other historic
properties. A reconstructed property will re-create the appearance of the nonsurviving historic property in materials, design, color, and texture.
5) A reconstruction will be clearly identified as a contemporary re-creation.
6) Designs that were never executed historically will not be constructed (Weeks
and Grimmer 1995:166).
Koerner House Period ofSignificance and Potential Periods of Interpretation
As stated in its National Register Nomination, the period of significance for the Gustave Koerner
House is 1849-1896. This time span covers the entire period that Gustave Koerner resided at this
location. This is a broad time span, covering some forty-seven years, and includes a number of
significant events in the development history of the house. The most significant of these
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involved the fire of January 21, 1854, which destroyed the dwelling. The house was then rebuilt,
and it later underwent a minor remodeling circa 1872, when the eaves and cornice were
reconfigured and the bay window addition was constructed. A portion of the side porch may
also have been enclosed during the late nineteenth century. Changes also were made on the
interior of the house, in respect to finishes and furnishings, during Gustave Koerner’s long period
of residency there.
These various alterations serve as benchmarks, bracketing the potential periods of interpretation
available for the house. In contrast to the period of significance, a period of interpretation seeks
to illuminate a property at a given point in time, incorporating elements and fabric added prior to
that date but not those made afterward. A number of periods of interpretation may be considered
for the Koerner House, though some pose clear advantages over others:
1) Interpret the house as built in 1848-1849. This option has the appeal of showing the
residence in its original state, as it appeared when Gustave Koerner was elected
Lieutenant Governor in 1852. However, we have very little data on the house during this
early period. Indeed, physical and documentary evidence strongly suggest the original
dwelling was largely, if not entirely, destroyed by fire in January 1854. Hence, selecting
such a period of interpretation would involve considerable reconstruction and/or
restoration based on conjecture and theoretically entail the removal of historic fabric
clearly within the period of significance (like the bay window addition)—two actions
expressly advised against in The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.
2) Select a circa 1855 period of interpretation, illustrating the house as it appeared after
its rebuilding and through the Civil War. We do have a good understanding of the
interior floor plan and detailing present in the house during this period. Also, the
appearance of the north and west elevations of the house during these years is well
illustrated by the circa 1867-69 lithograph. Here again, however, selecting such a period
of interpretation would involve the removal of later fabric still within the period of
significance, such as the bay window addition and the extended eaves on the house. The
removal of the bay window would be a costly task, involving the demolition of the bay,
as well as the reconstruction of the east walls along the northern third of the rear service
wing.
3) Interpret the house as it appeared circa 1880, following the construction of the bay
window addition and reconfiguration of the eaves and cornice. Documentary evidence
indicates that these changes occurred after 1867-69, when the historic lithograph and
bird’s eye view were published, but before 1883, when the first Sanborn map illustrating
the house was issued. They are suspected to have taken place early in this fourteen-year
time frame, around circa 1870. A circa-1880 period of interpretation poses a number of
distinct advantages. To begin with, the house had largely assumed its present exterior
configuration by this date.—with one exception being the side porch, which was
remodeled in the early twentieth century. We also have an excellent understanding of the
interior of the house during this period, both in regard to the floor plan and interior
finishes. In addition, Gustave Koerner’s probate records provide considerable evidence
of what the interior furnishings were at this time. Restoration would involve the
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reconstruction of the side porch, though this would not be a difficult task, given the
ample structural evidence that survives. All things considered, this is the most logical
period of interpretation.
4) A final option would be to interpret the house as it exists today, which essentially is a
circa 1920 configuration. This period of interpretation, however, post-dates the period of
significance for the house, and hence does not represent a viable option if restoration is
undertaken.
Any discussion of treatment plans, periods of interpretation, and potential uses for the Gustave
Koerner House should factor in the defining characteristics of the residence, as well as the
identification and ranking of significant historic zones within it. The Koerner House clearly
retains much of its historic integrity. This integrity is expressed in its exterior footprint, window
and door openings, cornice details, floor plan, and interior detailing (trimwork, stairway, etc.).
The first floor of the main block historically functioned as formal space within the home. This
portion of the house includes the entrance hall (Room 101) and “front” and “back” parlors
(Rooms 102 and 103). These rooms were open to the public and were intended to convey
distinct impressions of Gustave Koerner’s political and business success, domestic harmony, and
social propriety —impressions reinforced by the high-caliber of the trim used here and the
furnishings within them. These three rooms represent the most significant historic zone within
the house. The second floor of the main block was private space, but did contain two of the
larger bedrooms, which were clearly associated with Koerner family rather than their hired help.
This portion of the house is considered to be a significant historic zone, though having a slightly
lower ranking than the floor below it. The rear service wing had a very utilitarian purpose
historically, being the scene of kitchen-related activities on the first floor and bedroom/storage
space on the second floor. This portion of the house clearly played an important role in the day to-day functioning of the house during the nineteenth century. The very size of the wing is
suggestive of its importance. The fact that the Koerners had live-in help for most of the time
they resided here may explain the arrangement of the rooms in the wing. While the service wing
certainly contributes to the historic interpretation of the Koerner House, we consider it to have a
lower ranking as a historic zone, compared to the main block.
Koerner House And Potential Uses
Design guidelines and restoration actions are also driven by whatever function(s) ultimately are
selected for the Koerner House. The house could serve a variety of purposes, including: a house
museum, interpretive or research center, gallery space (rotating exhibits), conference center,
reception center, or combination thereof. Each of these options (discussed in detail below) will
present its own set of requirements regarding future management and maintenance, historic
interpretation of the site (buildings and grounds), and code provisions, the costs and/or
challenges of which may influence the decision ultimately adopted. The question of building use
should also factor in the needs of the community of Belleville. The long-term survival of any
historic structure is enhanced immeasurably when it has a suitable use and—equally important—
can fulfill a role that otherwise is lacking locally or at least compliments existing institutions.
Additionally, by preserving the past and putting its tangible assets to new purposes, the City of
Belleville will lead the way toward creating the kind of dynamic and livable downtown and
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overall community as well as help resolve the issues associated with re-developing the inner city,
by preserving its culture and fostering tourism, and creating an urban environment that entices
people to want to work and live in the urban center.
These are suggestions and recommendations by the architectural team investigating the Koerner
property. All of the possible uses are dependent upon many factors, some within the control of
the House Committee, while other factors are outside of the control of the group. Financial
constraints and operational costs are determined by the committee. M any of the prospective uses
will be market-driven, and their success or failure will be independent of the program of partial
or total restoration chosen by the committee. Also, the chosen restoration actions (restoration,
reconstruction, limited or partial renovation, recreation) will have an impact on the potential
uses. Whether portions or all of the structure is utilized will affect the possible chosen uses.
Any identified use will be dependent upon code required upgrades and installation of new
HVAC, Electrical and Plumbing systems. The existing mechanical systems in the house largely
have been removed, and the house currently is not able to be occupied. The final accepted
recommendations for use by the committee will impact the scope of work of code and
habitability required improvements. For instance, a public use or public accommodation will
require a differing set of accessibility improvements than a private use. Similarly, office versus
museum use requires different load limits on floors. Several additional factors to take into
consideration with the potential use and/or restoration of the Koerner House are discussed below.
Parking: Depending upon the chosen use, off-street parking may be required by the local zoning
ordinances. The number of spaces will be determined by the use chosen. The placement of such
a parking lot, if required, will require some consideration, factoring in the potential impacts to
the historic landscape and archaeological resources of the Koerner House lot. Negative impacts
of an on-site lot should be weighed against the possible benefits of acquiring off-site parking
location, near to the house.
Zoning: It is the understanding of the architect that the Zoning for the property is ‘A’. This is
primarily a residential use zone. The home is located very near to the downtown business
district and could readily be converted for business uses. We understand that commercial uses
will require a variance and that this would be a viable alternative in redevelopment of the
building, and the City Building Department will entertain such variance requests.
Entrances and Path of Travel: The orientation of the main or other side entrances will need to be
resolved. This includes walks from the street or parking areas, reconstruction of existing stone
steps and stairs and doorways. Handicap accessibility will be essential as well as the relationship
of the entrance to the best available parking or pedestrian access.
M eans of Egress: Depending upon the chosen use, the exit pathways, exterior doors, entrances
and all elements of the exit path shall require improvement. This may include new construction
and modern elements to be incorporated in the construction, but the open plan in general lends
itself to direct and efficient exit patterns.
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Fire and Intruder Systems: Depending upon the chosen use, a limited or comprehensive fire
alarm system will need to be installed. It is estimated at this time that an automatic sprinkler
system will not be recommended or installed as a part of any construction program. Without a
fire suppression system, fire alarm devices (i.e. fire detection signaling and notification devices)
will be necessary. A security system, with motion detectors, also will be in order.
With these factors in mind, several potential uses for the Koerner House are discussed below.
Both the positive and negative aspects of these potential uses are discussed. The building would
best be served by a use that is flexible and low-impact, and those that strongly capitalize upon
the historic nature and cultural interpretation potential of the house.
The development of a house museum would require the restoration of the exterior and interior to
a particular period of time (say circa 1880) and involve the acquisition of personal artifacts
owned by the Koerner family, or similar items dating from the same period. This idea has a
certain appeal, in that the interpretation of the structure could focus on Gustave Koerner’s life
and broaden the exposure of this nationally significant politician, who justifiably deserves more
attention in the modern era. At a local level, Koerner also stands as a prominent example of the
successful class of German entrepreneurs who figured so prominently in the economic
development and cultural life of Belleville during the middle-to-late nineteenth century. There
are a number of challenges to a house museum, however. Foremost among these is the fact
Gustave Koerner’s personal estate was scattered after his death in 1896, and no piece of furniture
or other household item present during his period of occupation has been located. Alt hough his
probate records do provide considerable evidence regarding the sort of furnishings present in
1896, the descriptions primarily are generic in nature. An assemblage of furnishings of this
general era could be acquired, but would be costly and certainly would involve much conjecture.
M oreover, the items would never have the same significance and allure as those actually owned
by Koerner and his family. The use of the Koerner House strictly as a house museum also poses
a risk of narrowingthe body of potential visitors/users to the facility . Belleville already has two
other house museums open to thepublic (Emma Kunz House and the Victorian House M useum),
one of whose period of interpretation roughly matches that recommended for the Koerner House.
Another cautionary note is the fact that many house museums nationally are struggling for
survival in the face of rising costs and lower public interest. In a recent article entitled “New
Solutions for House M useums”, Donna Ann Harris cites a range of problems plaguing these
facilities, including low visitorship, dwindling budgets and endowments, and a concomitant
inability to hire full-time, experienced staff (Harris 2007:11).
The home can be readily adapted for use as a historic, interpretive residence museum. The
amount of intact, remaining material and the configuration of the home would lend itself easily
to interpretation. Portions of the main block can be used for recreation/interpretation, and the
other remaining areas can be used for support, research or conservation services. The structure
can support the load requirements of such a public use. International Building Code lists live
floor loads of 65 lbs per square foot (offices and support) and 100 lbs. per square foot for exhibit
spaces. The existing structure and floor framing, with some renovation and augmentation during
a restoration project, can be made to support these loads. The heavier museum loads will require
more extensive augmentation to the existing first and second floor framing. It is recommended
that no elaborate or concentrated exhibits be housed for this use, but the furnishing of the house
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in a recreated residential setting can be accommodated. For this or any prescribed use,
accessible restrooms will be required to be installed. Whether the location of the existing
bathroom is chosen and expanded, or a new restroom location is created, can be determined in
the next phase of work, wherein the final plans and specifications for work will be prepared for
either a particular use or for a flexible and general scope of work adaptable to multiple future
possibilities. The choice for a museum use is driven by the programmatic and financing ability
of the committee to staff and maintain such an operation. It is readily accepted that the house is
extremely significant and its story should be interpreted, but is the interest and need present to
create this use?
As a research center, the house could be used as a repository for materials covering a variety of
topics including (but not exclusive to) Gustave Koerner’s life and political career, regional
German settlement and cultural heritage, and the Civil War. However, any consideration of
using the house as a research center should factor in existing comparable facilities within
Belleville. The Belleville Public Library, for example, has an excellent collection of materials
covering the history of Belleville and St. Clair County, as well as German heritage. Indeed, the
library was first established by German immigrants (with German-language literature forming
the core of the collection), and Koerner himself was heavily involved with the institution
throughout his life. The St. Clair County Historical Society also has a fine local history
collection. Belleville also is the site of the Illinois Labor and Industry M useum. Ideally, a
research center at the Koerner House should compliment or augment these other institutions,
although some overlap in the specific holdings between them is to be expected.
The facility would make an appropriate research facility, and as noted above, the building can be
readily adapted for use as a research center. With its importance to German history in St. Clair
County and in Illinois, and with potential significance for Civ il War, the building can be adapted
for stacks, library and academic historic research. The M ain Floor, with augmentation of the
floor structure outlined in the stabilization measures, can support research offices, light research
library stacks or volume storage and even could house some scientific and laboratory uses. The
historic connection of Gustave Koerner and Illinois, Civil War and German immigrant histories
would be greatly reinforced by the adaptive research reuse of the house. This would be a very
successful combination of renovation and reuse. A house museum or historic research facility
both dovetail well with the building, its layout, and restoration measures which can be
accomplished without substantial ‘modernization’ or alteration. Any number of final restoration
programs can cost effectively serve these uses and maintain the historic material, scale and
massing of the house.
Given the substantial size of the Koerner House, the dwelling could be developed into a multipurpose facility, fulfillingthe roles discussed above and others. As an example, a plan could be
adopted where the main block is used as interpretive space (i.e. as a museum)—though one
whose first floor could be used for meeting purposes or social gatherings. As previously noted,
the main block is considered to be the most significant historic zone within the house. The rear
service wingcould be used as support space and/or a research area. Room 105 might continue to
be used as a kitchen, while the other rooms in the wing could be used to house books, files, etc.
This scenario is just one of a number that might be explored.
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One of the rooms on the upper floor of the rear wing might also be utilized to provide overnight
accommodations for visiting scholars or dignitaries. Belleville has a very active Sister City
Program with Paderborn, Germany, and the city hosts at least one youth group and an adult
delegation from Germany each year. Although these groups typically stay with host families, the
Koerner House could accommodate individual adults (or couples), if need be.
Several additional, albeit less desired, uses for the Koerner House exist and are discussed below.
One of these less desired uses would be as Offices and/or Professional Use. The size and shape
of the house and its location lend itself for small office/professional office use. The building is
not large, but still could support most types of small offices, such as insurance agents, nonprofits, lawyers, accountants, or similar offices. Even small p rofit or non-profit medical use
could be considered. The structure can support the load requirements of such a use.
International Building Code lists live floor loads of 65 lbs per square foot and the existing
structure and floor framing, with some renov ation and augmentation during a restoration project,
can most likely support these loads. Extreme load conditions above 100 lbs per s.f., such as
concentrated file storage, inventory storage or compact concentrations of office and furniture
systems should be avoided. The zoning of the area will need to be varied to allow an office (B
Use Group) in what is a transitional commercial/residential neighborhood. A variance is
necessary and could be petitioned.
Retail/S mall Commercial. The home could be transformed into a small retail shop. The floor
plan is small, but the historic nature of the building could be an asset for a specific type of shop,
from cards to fine art to crafts and apparel. Accessibility to the second floor would need to be
resolved and discussed for retail uses. Full accessibility is based upon building area and a
number of other considerations, the most important of which is the potential exemptions in the
building codes and Illinois Accessibility Code for historic properties.
Apartments/Housing. The house could support housing uses. The building could be
partitioned into multiple living units. The house had been inappropriately partitioned for this use
in the past, and could be better designed for apartments with an eye to highlighting the historic
features of the home. In this potential use, individual restrooms and kitchens will need to be
provided for each living unit. Individualized or zoned HVAC systems will be required to
condition the individual livin g spaces. The drawback to this use is that it will most likely require
a more intrusive design plan, requiring more new partitions and reapportioning the individual
spaces to create apartments, which is not compatible with the original house plan. M ore historic
material will be concealed or obscured with a plan that splits the existing volumes into potential
small rooms.
Municipal/County/Institutional Agency Offices. The home could be used as a specific office
or satellite for the city, county or township if such a need exists. This use ties the history directly
to the public by housing the working of government in such an important cultural icon. The
Belleville Chamber of Commerce (or extension thereof) could be one potential tenant,
particularly considering the Chamber’s tourism component. The Koerner House certainly would
provide an excellent platform for promoting tourism in the wider Belleville area. Historic
Preservation groups or related non-profits may also find value in the historic setting of the
Koerner House.
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Private Residence. The home could be restored and returned to use as a private residence. The
drawback to this is that if the house is returned to the private marketplace, then its future as a
historic property is no longer assured. There is no guarantee that a private resident would
maintain and retain the historic elements of the building.
Mixed Use – Commercial/Office and Residential. It is possible to retain the ground floor for
office/commercial uses and segregate the upper floor for residential application. A mixed-use
occupancy is more complex related to building codes. There are, in general, more required
separations and fire separation considerations in a mixed-use building, but it is within the realm
of possibility. The advantage posed by this option is that there are potentially two sources of
income to drive the continued operation and maintenance of the Koerner House. It is further
possible that the upper floor could be the residence for a caretaker or office personnel using the
lower floor (dependent upon use).
Recommended Use
Consideringall the options outlined above, we feel that best use of the Koerner House would be
as a combination museum and research center, serving as a primary gateway to the cultural
heritage of Belleville and the surrounding region. The city already has a number of institutions
that cater to specific components of this area of interest, including the Labor and History
M useum, the Belleville Public Library (with its German and genealogical collections), and the
St. Clair County Historical Society (with its Victorian House M useum and the Emma Kunz
House). The city as a whole is an architectural gem. A large part of its “old town” is included
within a National Register Historic District, and work recently has begun on expandingthe limits
of the district westward. A distinctive element to the Belleville Historic District is its numerous
brick row cottages. Typically associated with the city’s large German population, these cottages
lend a strong nineteenth-century atmosphere to the neighborhoods in which they are located.
M ost of the resources cited above presently are promoted as local tourist attractions by the
Belleville Chamber of Commerce through its website (www.bellevillechamber.org).
Nonetheless, Belleville clearly lacks a single site/facility where its rich cultural history —and
particularly that related to the German Element—is put into an integrated context and interpreted
for the public.
German immigrants had profound impact on the economic development of Illinois and the
evolution of its cultural landscape during the nineteenth century. Yet, museums and research
centers devoted to the holistic study and interpretation of this ethnic group are surprising rare in
the state. A search of the German American Historic Site and Museums website
(www.ulib.iupui.edu) found only three such sites in Illinois: a virtual tour of historic German
areas in Chicago (predominately the Lincoln Square area), the Hegeler-Carus Mansion in
LaSalle, and M aeystown in M onroe County. Of these, M aeystown is the only one located in
proximity to Belleville. This small community, which was founded by German immigrants in
the late 1840s, does have a small museum that touches upon the immigrant experience, but its
focus primarily is on local history. Additional German Heritage sites most certainly could be
developed within the Greater Southwestern Illinois R egion but they have not been to date. A
notable example is the Henke-Buck Farmstead in rural M onroe County, for which there are
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intentions to operate as a living-history farm; this effort has not proceeded past the planning
stages however.
A number of additional outlets for the study of German Heritage can be found in neighboring
states, especially in M issouri. The City of St. Louis, which like Belleville was a magnet for
German immigration during the middle nineteenth century, is home to the German American
Heritage Society —St. Louis (www.gahs-stlouis.org), the German Culture Center at the
University of M issouri, St. Louis (3652 South Jefferson Avenue; www.germanculturecenter.org),
and the German Culture Society of St. Louis. Farther west, in the M issouri River Valley, is the
Deutscheim State Historic Site at Hermann, which attempts to “capture the culture and heritage
th
of the German people who migrated to Missouri in the mid- to late-19 century.” The PommerGenter House (1840) and the Strehly House (1842-1869) are interpreted by the M issouri
Department of Natural Resources (M oDNR), wit h an emphasis on living history
(www.mostateparks.com).
Another institution of note is the German American Heritage Center in Davenport, Iowa.
Founded in 1994, the Center “focuses on teaching, demonstrating, and bringing to life the
timeless spirit, values, and work ethic of the German immigrant to our current and future
generations.” It’s goals include the creation of a library archives, museum, and cultural center
devoted to the German immigrant experience. The Center operates out of the former Standard
Hotel, which once hosted many immigrants after their arrival in Davenport. The organization
hopes to eventually attract 50,000 visitors annually and envisions the restored hotel serving as a
catalyst forthe revival of the surroundingneighborhood (www.gahc.org).
We feel that the establishment of a comparable facility in southwestern Illinois not only is
needed, but is well overdue, and that the Koerner House represents the ideal candidate. Gustave
Koerner is a figure of national significance, and it is recognition of this fact that his long-time
residence was listed on the National Register Historic Places in 2005. “Koerner the man” is a
fascinating subject, around which a museum could easily be developed devoted to this subject
alone. His life and career would also provide the foundation around which a broader
interpretative program of German-American history can be structured. So many aspects of
Koerner’s life touch upon key themes highlighting the German immigrant experience in the
United States, each of which could be interpreted in permanent, rotating, or permanent displays
in a museum. These themes include (amongst others): the socio-political background of German
immigration; the journey from Germany to the United States; initial settlement patterns; cultural
differences between immigrants and natives; traditional German arts and crafts; politics;
occupational classes (agriculture, trades, industry, professional); development of local industry
(coal mining, manufacturing, brewing); German-Americans in the Civil War;
architecture/building practices; and process and pace of acculturation. Just as an example,
Koerner’s status as a man of letters can serve as springboard for illustrating the important role
the German intelligencia played in establishing the Belleville Public Library, as well as the
influence of the German language press up through World War I. Koerner also played a central
role in the creation of the R epublican Party and subsequent swaying of the German vote in
Illinois from Democrat to Republican—both of which are illustrative of the vital role played by
Germans nationwide in the election of Abraham Lincoln and enthusiastic support this ethnic
group provided for the Union cause during the Civil War. With such a thematic approach, any
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number of components of the German-American experience (local, regional, or national) can
explored, always keeping sight of Gustave Koerner; indeed it is his life story that would provide
the vehicle for exploring this rich, multi-faceted topic. Koerner’s life and career might be
detailed in permanent exhibits, while broader thematic topics are covered in temporary exhibits.
Rotating exhibits would keep the facility “fresh” and help stimulate continued public interest.
M ore tangentially, the Koerner House itself would serve as a fine instructional tool on local
architecture and German-American housing.
On a local level, we envision the Koerner House as being a platform by which Belleville’s
cultural heritage is given increased exposure and can promote, rather than compete with,
preexisting historic sites and repositories. Its central location—located within walking distance
of the Emma Kunz House, Victorian House M useum, and Labor and Industry M useum—makes
ideal for this role. A collaborative agreement might be struck between these different
institutions, through which artifacts and interpretive displays might be shared/rotated and mutual
promotion undertaken. Changing exhibits on a routine basis will help generate continued pubic
interest in the Koerner House.
The Koerner House could also serve as a gateway facility by which a variety of local/regional
enterprises related to German culture are promoted, including the Engelmann Farm (recently
acquired by St. Clair County for use as a park), German heritage festivals, the Sister Cities
Program, and wineries. We believe Gustave Koerner would be pleased and honored if his home
provided a means by which the heritage of his adopted city was exp osed and promoted. Indeed,
the house would fulfill an important civic role similar to the one Koerner himself sought to fulfill
during his lifetime.
We further recommend that the house be restored to its circa 1880 appearance, both on the
exterior and interior. Secretary of the Interior Standards should be followed as closely as
possible, although some accommodations obviously must made in respect to following existing
building codes and in installing new mechanical systems and public bathrooms. An essential
component to the restoration will be the rebuilding of the west porch to its original configuration
(including the restoration of original openings facing on to it). This porch served an important
role in the day -to-day functioning of the Koerner household, and, once restored, its lower level
will be an essential component to the path of travel for visitors to the house. M ore detailed
recommendations regarding the restoration are provided below.
Immediate S tabilization Concerns and Remediation
This research and physical inspection of the Koerner House has identified several situations that
warrant immediate attention. The following discussion identifies the critical areas that require
immediate stabilization work, and includes specific recommendations to the sequence of critical
work to be done to stabilize these critical areas of the building. Technical drawings (Drawings
A-1 through A-3, and S-1 through S-7 in Appendix X), specifications (in Appendix XI), and
itemized budget estimates for each of the immediate needs (in Appendix XII) is also attached
and compliment this discussion. These drawings and specifications are in sufficient detail to
allow the SCCHS to begin soliciting bids for work on the most critical projects.
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S tabilization Work, First Priority: This is a summary of the immediate structural concerns
and recommended remedial construction measures which are needed to stabilize the Koerner
House. These are based upon the calculations and site reviews by David J. Leonatti of M elotte,
M orse and Leonatti, Ltd. (MM L) and Jeffrey Bane of HLR Structural Engineers. The first eight
items are prioritized and are to be performed as immediate stabilization work. These eight
stabilization items are presented as a single construction package for immediate action. As noted
above, the Specifications and Drawings for these eight items are attached (see Appendices X, XI,
and XII).
1) Foundation Failure (North Masonry Wall Foundations of the Main Block; North
Wall of Rooms 002 and 102) (S ee Drawing A-1 and S -1). The north wall of the in
this room is visibly bowed outward at the watercourse level. Water infiltration is
occurring at the water table and the shallow foundations require underpinning. The
depth ofthe brick foundation wall is less than frost depth, and structural underpinning
of the shallow foundations is recommended. The work will entail underpinning the
existing north foundation wall as illustrated in Drawing S-1. The foundation will be
excavated from the exterior to install a minimum 12-inch deep and 12-inch (3-wythe)
wide concrete underpinning. The excavation shall be approximately 2’-0” in width,
continuous along the north wall length. The excavation shall be hand executed to
minimally disturb the site. Archaeological investigations prior to the construction
work are recommended. The underpinning shall be done in staggered 3’-6” long
excavations and foundation placements, with two excavations occurring maximum at
one time. The water table along the entire north perimeter should be re-pointed along
its length to prevent further water infiltration. Additionally, the stone foundation
walls should be repointed as part of this work. This is true above and below the water
table.
2

A) Near Failure of Foundation Wall, Northeast Corner of Room 003 (See
Drawings A-1 and S-2). Due to both water infiltration through the overhead
basement window (Opening 001), as well as the excavation of the cellar in Room
003, the foundation walls beneath Opening 001 are undercut (having slumped into
Room 003) and are imminently prone to fail. A new foundation wall needs to be
constructed beneath the existing wall. This new foundation wall should consist of a
12-inch wide by an approximate 2’-0” high concrete or concrete block wall
constructed on a concrete footing—all located beneath the existing stone foundation
wall. This work can be accomplished from within Room 003.
B) Failure and/or S ettlement of the Common Interior Masonry Partition Wall
Between Rooms 002 and 003 (S ee Drawings A-1 and S -2). The east end of this
wall—that area along the east side of Openings 110 and 208—has begun to fail. This
failure is evidenced by several large stress fractures in the overhead brick walls. This
foundation has been pierced by steam heat lines, and has been undermined by the
slumped earthen walls noted above. First, the iron pipes penetrating the wall need to
be removed, and the hole filled with appropriate materials. Secondly, additional
support needs to be constructed beneath the east end of this foundation wall. This
support can be obtained by one of two methods. The first method requires the
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underpinning of the existing stone foundations with a concrete foundation and
footing. This will require the excavation of the wall in two separate sections, similar
to the exterior underpinning along the north wall of the building. The stone
foundation wall should be cleaned and repointed prior to the construction of the new
footing. All concrete should be cast with reinforcing bars tied into all new footings.
Additionally, there is slight deformation in the flooring caused by the settlement of
the masonry wall at this location. Once the foundation wall has been stabilized, the
ends of the joists may be raised to level the floor. This work shall be executed
simultaneously with the installation of the new interior retaining wall in Room 003, as
noted below.
C) Undermining of Foundation Walls in Room 003 (S ee Drawings A-1, S -3, and
S-4). The east, north and west interior foundation walls of Cellar Room 003 are
shallow and have been undermined by the excavation of a new cellar room (Room
003). The exposed earthen walls have begun to slump and do not adequately support
the shallow foundation walls. The proposed method of stabilizing these walls is by
the construction of a new interior retaining wall along three sides of Roo m 003.
These walls shall be installed along the interior of the earth fill along the east, north,
and west sides of Room 003. These walls can be constructed of either reinforced
concrete block or formed concrete—the latter of which would be more difficult and
expensive to construct. In either case, the wall would require a poured concrete
footing. The wall would be constructed full height of the interior face of the earthen
embankment. This will prevent further deterioration of the fill from alongside the full
height and crawlspace height of the adjacent brick and stone foundation walls. Area
behind the wall would be infilled with flowable fill. At the same time of this repair, a
new wood floor beam shall be inserted in Room 003 beneath the floor framing. This
new north/south support shall be inserted at mid-span of the floor joists to effectively
cut the bearing span in half for the existing floor joists. This will increase the floor
load bearing carrying capacity by a factor of three or four, and provide for many
differinguses of the Room 103 above in the future.
3) Separation of Bay window from Main House Block (S ee Drawings A-1 and S -5).
The Bay Addition is separating from the main body of the house. The bay appears to
be experiencing rotational settlement and is pulling away from the main block of the
house. The rotation is caused by the failure of the shallow footings underlying the
structure, and the undermining of the southeast wall by a cistern located beneath the
arched opening of the foundation wall. Several measures are necessary to stabilize
the Bay Addition. First, it is recommended that the existing cistern be filled with
flowable fill and/or compactable material, and the brick arch over the cistern shall be
re-pointed and infilled with new brick masonry below the arch, and above the cistern
fill. The new brick infill shall be recessed to give a distinctive appearance of having
been infilled. Second, the shallow foundation walls should be underpinned with more
substantial concrete foundations. A new 12-inch wide and 12-inch to 18-inch deep
concrete underpinning footing shall be installed under the existing brick footing.
Third, a series of four helical anchors are to be placed at the four corner points of the
bay, at the foundation level. The helical anchors will be inserted from the exterior by

474

drilled excavation. The helical anchors will be attached to the new concrete
foundations, as the older stone foundations will not be able to withstand the
compressive forces generated by the helical anchors. Once the helical anchors are
installed, an on-site evaluation will be made to determine whether the anchors should
be used to lift the settled portions of the exterior walls. The architect and engineer
shall evaluate if further damage will be done by ‘lifting’ the existing walls. If the
‘jacking’ is attempted, the connection of the bay to the house will be cut out to allow
reconnection to the main house block without interference of dislocated brick or
rubble in the separated masses of the building. The primary goal of the work should
be to stabilize the existing Bay Addition, and not necessarily to raise the Bay
Addition back into its original location. Additionally, the failed brickwork above the
exterior cellar entrance and overhead windows along the east wall of the bay will
need to be repointed and/or replaced.
4) Foundation Failure of East Wall of rear Service Wing (Room 005) (See
Drawings A-1, S -1, and S -6). The east brick wall of Room 105 has failed due to
several causes within the wall. One reason this wall has failed is due, in part, to the
presence of a brick well beneath this wall. The brick wall spans this well by means of
a brick arch, and the wall has failed due to the failure of the mortar joints, and general
deterioration of the brick wall that supports the brick arch. Additionally, the shallow
foundation walls may have settled due to the presence of the well and/or the action of
frost heaving. The well is currently filled with soil and other debris—and is level
with the ground surface within the inside of the room. It is recommended that the top
three to four feet of the well be excavated by an archaeologist, the fills be assessed for
their compaction, and then the well be filled with a flowable fill or grout. After
completion of the filling of the well, a new 12-inch wide and 12-inch minimum deep
concrete underpinningfoundation be installed along the entire length of the East wall
of Room 105. This wall should span the well. Upon completion of the underpinning,
the area beneath the brick arch over the well shall be infilled with brick. The brick
infill shall be recessed slightly to highlight the arch, as with the procedure used to
infill the arch over the adjacent cistern. Additionally, the entire north/south length of
the east wall of Rooms 105 and shall be repointed and repaired, as needed. During
this repair work, the existing exterior stone entry steps, which lead to Door 121 and
have settled dramatically, should be removed and rebuilt with new concrete
foundations. This work should be conducted simultaneously with the repair of the
interior floor of Room 105 (see below).
5) Floor Failure, North End Room 102 (See Drawings A-2, S -6, and S -7). Due to
water infiltration and termite damage, the ends of the floor joist along the north wall
have rotted causing the deflection and/or settlement of the floor joists and flooring.
The narrow sill plate (or ledger) on which these joists rest is also deteriorated for the
same reasons. There is visible dislocation of the floor joists along the north perimeter
of Room 102—particularly near the west end of the room. The ends of the joists need
to be repaired (with new sections sistered onto the old), and the nailer requires
removal. The void from the removed ledger, as well as the unused joist pocket, will
be replaced with solid grout or masonry mortar fill. A new shelf angle, or ledger, will
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be placed to the inside of the wall to catch the existing ends of the rebuilt joists. This
new ‘L’ steel angle shall be anchored with epoxy within the brick masonry. The new
shelf angle shall be set below for joist bearing. Approximately 3’-0” of the interior
wood flooring will need to be removed along the entire north wall to facilitate the
repairs of the floor joists from inside. This can be accomplished without damage to
the floor boards by cutting the flooring nails prior to the removal of the flooring. The
existingwood floor shall be numbered, removed and stockpiled for reinstallation after
repairs. At the same time of this repair, a new wood floor beam shall be inserted in
the unexcavated crawlspace beneath the floor framing. This new east/west oriented
support shall be inserted at mid-span of the floor joists to effectively cut the bearing
span in half for the existing floor joists. This will increase the floor load bearing
capacity by a factor of three or four, and provide for many differinguses of the room
above in the future. This may require the removal of the flooring in this room to the
middle of the room. As above, the flooring will be removed by cutting the nails with
a metal-cuttingsaw to facilitate the removal of the flooringwithout damaging it. All
flooring should be numbered and reinstalled in its same location upon repair of the
floor.
6) S tructural Failure of Common Walls between Rooms 102-103 and Rooms 202203 (See Drawing A-2). This structural failure is caused by the failure and/or
settling of the foundation wall in Room 003, and the stabilization of this failure was
discussed in Item #2 above. Upon completion of the foundation repairs, the overhead
brick walls will be repaired and/or repointed.
7) Failure of Floor (East End of Room 105) (See Drawings A-2 and S -6). The entire
east side of the floor in this room has settled and is in poor physical condition. The
joist ends are rotted and the bearing of the masonry wall is undermined by the well
beneath the foundation. The remaining floor shall be removed for a width of 3’-0”
from the east wall along the entire north/south length of Room 105. The joist ends
shall be removed and replaced with new material “sistered” onto the replaced ends.
A new masonry bearing wall spanning the well will be constructed, and the existing
brick masonry wall shall be re-built and re-pointed along the interior of the east wall
length of Room 105. (see item #4 above). Once the masonry of the outer foundation
wall has been underpinned, re-built, and re-pointed, a steel shelf angle similar to that
proposed alongthe north wall of Room 102 will be installed.
8) Wall Fractures and Masonry Deterioration at Heads and Jambs of Openings
103, 114, 213 and 214 (S ee Drawings A-1 and A-3). The integrity of the brickwork
around these openings has been compromised due to water infiltration and
mechanical damage due to various construction episodes (adding and/or modifyingof
these openings). The remodeling has left insufficient brick mass for the openings and
walls to remain stable. These openings need to have damaged brick repaired and
loose brick re-laid. Repair and re-point the brick masonry at the head, jambs and wall
mass between the door openings as needed. Reinstall a new interior header at
Opening213.
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S tabilization Work, Secondary Priority. Although these structural issues are pressing, and
will need to be addressed at a future date, they can wait until the restoration of the building is
initiated.
9) Stabilization of Room 204 Floor (See Drawing A-3). The floor beam and
connection of the main block of the house to the Bay requires stabilization and
remediation. There is a north/south composite header beam, which runs across the
floor between the east end of Room 204 and the Bay Window. Associated floor joists
are attached to this beam with a single ‘spike’ which is nailed through the existing
beam into the end of each joist. These ‘spikes’ are not sufficient to carry the shear
from the floor loads transferred into the joists. Additionally, this double 2X member
will not support the necessary floor loads for most uses. The beam will be accessed
by removing approximately 2’-0” to 3’-0” of the wood floor in Room 204 along the
beam line. The A/E will design a new 2X or ‘microlam’ beam to be inserted along
side the existingbeam. Also, new joist hangers will be installed on the existing floor
joist ends to attach the joists tothe new beam.
10) Stabilization of Floor Headers S panning Window and Door Openings. Due to
the presence of a stone lintel, the floor ceiling joists do not penetrate the exterior
walls if over a window opening. These joists are supported by a boxed in header with
through mortise and tenon joints. These simple joints may be required to be
strengthened with brackets to achieve the load carrying capacities necessary for
various room uses.
11) Structural Failure of Porch (Rooms 107B and 207B) (See Drawing A-3). The
southwest corner post of thesetwo rooms has failed. The framing of Room 107B and
207B is in very poor condition and is structurally unstable. Additionally, the deck
will not support code compliant loads and should not be used. The concrete exterior
slab is not supported by foundation walls or grade beams and should be removed.
The existing porch and deck structure of Room 207A are not original or contributing
features of the house. This condition does not present a threat to the stability of the
house at this time, but it is in poor condition and should be removed as it would
require extensive renovation and would not be ‘original’ once such work was
undertaken. Existing significant materials should be salvaged from the rooms prior to
demolition. Demolition should be part of a future full house restoration for reuse.
Note that the second story roof structure of the porch is, indeed, original and warrants
preservation in place. One of the problems associated with the removal of the side
porch is the fact the roof system over the roof is tied into that covering the rear wing.
The porch rafters certainly can be detached, but it will involve some work, including
requiring enclosing the cornice afterwards. M oreover, once the porch is removed
access to the upper floor of the rear wing will be severely limited, being made
through a single narrow doorway (211). It is recommended that access to Room
207A be limited for the time being, and actual demolition of this area be undertaken
during the full-scale restoration. The removal of the existing decks presents less of a
problem if it is done immediately followed by a porch reconstruction.
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Several additional concerns, although not structural, warrant immediate attention as they affect
structural conditions and the longevity of the building.
12) Improve drainage away from the building. Reconnect downspouts, extenders, and
route water away from the walls at all locations. Additionally, raise grade at
foundation wall to shed water away from the dwelling, and to formulate a better water
management plan.
13) Repoint stone foundations. Generally the below grade portions of the foundation
walls are intact, and it is the above-grade portions that need attention. The rear
service wing foundation walls are in good condition. The portion most in need of
repointing, with limited stone replacement, is the front or main body of the building.
14) Limited grading and filling of holes in yard. The presence of many small holes and
irregularities in the yard are a liability hazard and should be filled. These are a public
safety concern.
15) Maintain Roof. Currently the roof is tight, and does not appear to be leaking. Care
should be given to assure that the roof stays intact during the current period of fund
raising and planning, and that water infiltration does not occur. Of particular interest
is that area around the Bay Addition chimney—which has exhibited problems within
the most recent past.
Proposed Restoration and Rehabilitation Work
The following section outlines some specific recommendations for the restoration of the Koerner
House to its circa 1880 appearance and its development into a multi-use interpretive museum and
research center, centered around Gustave Koerner as well as regional historical and cultural
studies. Construction plans and specifications have been attached as appendices. An index to
these drawings is provided below.
Site:
1) Entrances and Path of Travel (S ee Drawing C1.0): Historic images indicate that
the front sidewalk ran straight north from the main entrance to Mascoutah Avenue,
unlike the current concrete walk, which curves around to the corner of M ascoutah and
Abend Street. It would be appropriate for the existing sidewalk to be removed and
new 4’-wide brick walk following the historic configuration be installed. While the
front entrance clearly is the most visible and impressive of the those present, we
envision it as serving as a secondary point of access to the house due to ADA
restrictions, as well as proposed interior layout.
The existing sidewalk running between the west side of the rear wing and Abend
Street presents the most attractive means of approach to the house for the general
public (particularly the disabled). However, in its present configuration the sidewalk
has a step midway along its length which makes it inappropriate for handicap access.
A second step is required to get onto to the porch deck itself. Hence, it is
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recommended that the existing sidewalk be removed and replaced with a new 4’wide, brick walk which slopes gently up from the edge of the public sidewalk to the
porch deck.
A new 3’-wide brick walk also is proposed in the west side yard to serve as a
connector between the sidewalks leading to front and side entrances. This will follow
an existing line of daffodils, which may in fact delineate the edge of an abandoned
historic sidewalk. The proposed connector walk will thus facilitate traffic flow
around the house and also contribute to the restoration of the historic landscape.
2) Landscape (see Drawing C1.0). We have limited specific information regardingthe
historic landscape of the Koerner House. However, recent archaeological testing has
identified the presence of a number of abandoned brick sidewalks on the property in
addition to ones already discussed. Another sidewalk extended off the south end of
the existing side porch and ran an undetermined distance southward, possibly
terminating at a privy. There also was a walk that ran southeast from the brick
pavement on the east side of the rear wing, a portion of which remains exposed above
grade. Documentary sources also indicate the presence of an associated frame
outbuilding southeast of the house, a fence around the house lot, and the use of the
east side yard as garden duringthe Koerners’ period of occupation.
Restoration of the historic landscape is complicated by the fact that the existing house
lot is smaller than what was during the Koerner period and the fact that some features
have yet to be located (i.e. associated outbuildings). As such, the restoration and
rehabilitation plans call for limited ground disturbance. Existing trees are to be
maintained.

3) Parking. With its present dimensions, the Koerner House lot does not easily
accommodate a parking lot, unless it had a very limited number of spaces (2-3),
preferably designated for handicapped and/or staff use. The southwest corner of the
house lot would be the least offensive location for parking, although it would
definitely detract from the historic landscape design of the property, potentially
impact archaeological deposits, and involve cutting a historic stone street curbing and
the present brick sidewalk. Future expansion of the property, such as through the
acquisition of Lots 2 and 3 of the Wehmeyer Place Subdivision to the east of the
house (which formally were attached to the Koerner property), would open up
additional possibilities for on-site parking. However, it is important to note that this
area historically was used as a garden area by the Koerners, not to mention beingthe
site of one or more outbuildings. The reconstruction of these historic features at some
future date has great appeal, and the spaced required for them naturally limits the area
available for a parking. A small parking lot might be installed on the southeast corner
of Lot 3 and still accommodate the historic landscape design, though this would
require further assessment in the event Lot 3 is ever acquired.
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At the present time, we recommend against the construction of a parking are on the
grounds of the Koerner House.
In the absence of on-site parking, a number of other parking options must be
considered. On-street parking would accommodate a certain percentage of the
parkingneeds. Abend Street, for instance, allows parking on both sides of the street,
which is neither metered nor subject to time limits. This is a residential
neighborhood, however, and excessive on-street parking by visitors to the Koerner
House may prove a nuisance to area residents.
There also is a public parking lot located at the northwest corner of Futon Street and
Mascoutah Avenue (1-1/2 blocks southeast of the Koerner House), which could
accommodate Koerner-related parking. This lot contains 20 parking spaces, is
attractively landscaped, and can be accessed from both Fulton and M ascoutah. It
apparently sees little regular use. Although the lot is some distance from Koerner and
obviously would not be the most appropriate for the disabled, it still is relatively close
and could be considered as part of the p arking plan for the project. A sidewalk runs
along Mascoutah Avenue between the lot and Koerner House.
House, Exterior:
1) Side Porch (see Drawing C1.1 and A3.0). The L-shaped porch located on the west
side of the rear service wing should be reconstructed. An accurate reconstruction is
possible and will be based upon original fabric incorporated into the existing porch
and removed material reused elsewhere in the house.
2) Roof (see Drawing A2.0). Documentary evidence indicts that the Koerner House
had a standing-seam metal roof circa 1880. The existing composition roof is stable,
but a long-term goal would be to install a new standing-seam metal roof. This action
would respect the period of interpretation and also present cost savings over the long
term.
3) Balcony (see Drawing A5.0). The balcony originally present on the east side of the
main block needs to be restored. Comparative images of a contemporary balcony
from the John Scheel House have been attached in AppendixIV.
4) Finishes. Paint analysis indicates that the exterior of the house was painted from
very early in its history. Existing brickwork should be stripped of its older paint,
which contains a high lead level, and repainted.
House, Interior:
In terms of interior arrangements, we envision the interpretive and research center
components of the Koerner House as being confined to the first floor of the dwelling.
Rooms 102 and 103 will serve as the primary display areas for the museum. Some
interpretive materials might also be hung on the east wall of Room 101, though the space
available here is relatively confined and this chamber is best used as it originally was: as
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a conduit for traffic through main house. The research center will be located in Room
104. Research tables would best be fitted into the east side of Room 104, within the bay
window addition, where there is ample natural light; this location also places the tables
placed some distance from the doorways, thus minimizing the disturbance to researchers.
Door 116 will serve as the main entrance to facility.
Room 105 will be equipped for occasional use as a kitchen. Room 106 will be
partitioned down the middle to create two side-by -side bathrooms with doors facing out
into Room 105.
Due to lack of handicap accessibility, we recommend that the second floor of the Koerner
House not be open to general public. Instead, this floor would best be utilized for staff
offices, storage, or other uses related to the operation of the museum/research center.
The second floor offers more square footage than likely will be needed for any of these
functions, at least initially; but this will allow for expansion later on if needed. Due to its
modest size, Room 200 would be ideal for general storage. Rooms 202 and 203 are both
appropriate for offices and will be designed with this basic use in mind. An alterative
option would be to have Room 202 serve as a meeting room for staff and board functions,
depending on specific needs (which undoubtedly will change through time). Design
requirements will be the same for either function (office or meeting room).
The three rooms on the second floor of the rear wing could serve either as additional
office or storage space. A more attractive alternative, however, is for these rooms to be
used as a suite for overnight guests. Room 204 would serve nicely as a bedroom/sitting
area, Room 205 as a kitchen, and Room 206 as a bathroom. While not exposed to public,
the second floor should still be restored to its circa 1880 appearance as much as possible,
in respect totrimwork, finishes, doors, and window and door openings.
1) Windows (see Drawing A6.0): Restoration of the Koerner House will entail the
replacement and/or repair of a number window sash, including those associated with
Windows 300 and 301 in the attic, Window 114 on the first floor, and Opening 213
on the second floor.
Encapsulated window 114 offers a unique opportunity to study the early era of
window hardware used in the Koerner House. Besides the presence of the original
sash pulleys, fragments of the original shutter hinges were intact as well as ghosts of
the early window locks. Additionally, remnants of an early cloth roller shade were
recovered from within this window opening.
See Chapter 8 for additional guidelines on glass.
2) Doors (see Drawing A6.1). Door 203 is the only original interior example left in the
house and illustrates the character of the other doors once present in the main block.
The original hardware on this door also remains intact. Interior reproduction doors
can be based on Door 203. Doors salvaged from other properties can also be used,
assuming they are the appropriate siz e and style. Salvaged doors may need to be
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planed down to fit; this is fine so long as the planing needed to be done is not so
extreme to compromise the character or structural integrity of the door.
3) Trim. Although much of the original trim in the house has survived, a considerable
amount of it was removed in 1984, including the window aprons, most of the
baseboard, and the trim around certain doors. Enough examples of original trim do
remain for reproductions to be produced. Reproduction trim should be made from
similar material as the original (white pine) and match its profile. Profile drawings
are included in Chapter 4. See Chapters 7 and 8 for additional information.
4) Flooring (see Drawing A1.0). A certain amount of flooring the house will need to
be replaced, particularly that on the north end of Room 102, the west end of Room
104, and the east side of Room 105. Replacement flooring should match the historic
material present in each room. The upper layer of narrow oak flooring in Room 202
is in good condition and will be refinished, even though it overlays the original layer
of tongue-and-groove, white pine flooring. See Chapters 7 and 8 for additional
information.
5) Interior Finishes. Preference would be for the interior finishes to reflect the circa
1880 period of interpretation. Specific recommendations are p resented in Chapter 7.
6) Electrical S ystem (See Drawings E1.0 and E1.1). An entirely new electrical system
needs to be installed in the house.
7) Heating and Cooling. The possibility of using a geo-thermal system for heating and
cooling should be explored. Although the cost of this system will be higher than a
traditional forced-air HVAC system, geo-thermal is more efficient and poses longterm cost savings in respect to utility bills. “Green” technology is the wave of the
future and is increasingly beingsupported by government subsidies and programs.
8) Plumbing (see Drawing P1.0). Restrooms will need to installed minimally in
Rooms 106 and potentially in Room 206 as well. In respect to Room 106, we
recommend partitioning this room down the middle to accommodate both a men and
a women’s bathroom. Door 125 can be retained to access to the western bathroom,
but a new door (128) needs to add a new doorway in common wall between Rooms
105 and 106. Opening 127, which presently serves as a window should be ghosted in
as a non-functioning exterior door to reflect it original use. Bathroom designed for
staff or guest use can be installed on the second floor in Room 206, accessed through
Door 227. Window 127 should be converted from a window to a ghosted door to
reflect original conditions
9) Fire Alarm and Notification S ystems. Dependingupon the chosen use, a limited or
comprehensive fire alarm system will need to be installed. It is estimated at this time
that an automatic sprinkler system will not be recommended or installed as a part of
any construction program. Without a fire suppression system, fire alarm devices may
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be required to be installed ( i.e. fire detection signaling and notification devices). A
security system with motion detectors needs to be installed as well.
Long-term Goals and Concerns
Acquisition of the neighboring property to the east would open up more opportunities for a
historic landscape design, particularly in respect to the recreation of Sophie Koerner’s garden.
Acquisition of this property would not only restore the setting of the Koerner House to what it
was in 1880 but also increase the visual impact of the dwelling as seen from Mascoutah Avenue.
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Glossary
With a few exceptions, the following definitions were taken from the Architectural and Building
Trades Dictionary (Burke, Dalzell, and Townsend 1955). Several definitions were expanded
upon and/or clarified by Stratton and M ansberger.
Armored Cable (AC Cable): In electricity, a conductor composed of a number of wires
wrapped together with a metallic covering. Flexible metal coverings of aluminum and steel are
in common use. Also referred to as M etallic Sheathed Cable.
Balcony: A platform, enclosed by a railing or balustrade, projecting from the face of either an
inside or outside wall of a building. Usually an inside balcony is supported by columns, or
consoles, while an outside balcony is often supported by brackets; also, a gallery in a theater.
Balustrade: A railing consistingof a series of small columns connected at the top by a coping; a
row of balusters surmounted by a rail.
Baseboard: A board forming the base of something; the finishing board covering the edge of
the plastered wall where the floor and wall meet; a line of boarding around the interior walls
of a room next to the floor.
Bay Window: A window, either square, rectangular polygonal, or curved in shape projecting
outward from the wall of a building, forminga recess in a room; a window supported on a
foundation extending beyond the main wall of a building; a projecting window similar to a
bay window, but carried on brackets or corbels; the term bay window may also be applied to
an oriel window which projects over the street line.
Bead: A circular or semicircular molding; a beaded molding is known as beading; when the
heads are flush with the surface and separated by grooves, this type of molding is called
quirk bead.
Bed Molding: Finish molding used where the eaves of a building meet the top of the outside
walls; the moldings, in any architectural order, used as a finish immediately beneath the
corona and above the frieze; any molding in an angle, as between the projection of the
overhanging eaves of a building and the sidewalls.
Box Cornice: A type of cornice which is completely enclosed by means of the shingles, fascia
and plancier. In cross section shaped like a box. Same as a closed cornice.
Box Gutter: A gutter built into a roof, consistingof a horizontal trough of wood construction
lined with galvanized iron, tin or copper to make it watertight. Sometimes called concealed
gutter.
Bracket: A projection from the face of a wall used a support for a cornice, or some ornamental
feature; a support for a shelf.
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Bridging: Arrangement of small wooden pieces between timbers, such as joists, to stiffen them
and hold them in place; a method of bracing partition studding and floor joists by the use of
short strips of wood; cross bridging used between floor joists, usually a piece of 1 x3, 2 x2,
or 2 x 4. Solid bridgingused between partition studs is the same size as the studding.
Bulkhead: In building construction, a box like structure which rises above a roof or floor to
cover a stairway or an elevator shaft.
Butt Hinge: A hinge secured to the edge of a door and the face of the jamb it meets when the
door is closed, as distinguished from the strap hinge. Usually mortised into the door and
jamb.
Butt Joint: Any joint made of fastening two parts together end to end without overlapping.
Casing: The frame work around a window or door.
Chamfer: A groove, or channel, as in a piece of wood; a bevel edge; an oblique surface formed
by cutting away an edge or corner of a piece of timber or stone. Any piece of work that is cut
off at the edges at a 45-degree angle so that two faces meeting from a right angle are said to
be chamfered.
Chimney: The part of a buildingwhich contains the flues for drawing off smoke or fumes from
stoves, furnaces, fireplaces, or some other source of smoke and gas.
Cistern: An artificial reservoir or tank, often underground, for the storing of rain water
collected from a roof.
Collar Beam: A horizontal tail beam, in a roof truss, connecting two opposite rafters at a level
considerably above the wall plate.
Common Bond: In masonry, a form of bond in which every sixth course is a header course and
the intervening courses are stretcher courses. Sometimes varied so a head bond is used every
fourth or fifth course.
Corbel: A short piece of wood or stone projecting from the face of a wall to for a support for a
timber, or other weight; a bracket like support; a stepping out of courses in a wall to form a
ledge; any supporting projection of wood or stone on the face of a wall.
Cornice: Projection at the top of a wall; a term applied to construction under the eaves, or
where the roof and side walls meet; the top course, or courses, of a wall when treated as a
crowning member.
Cornice Return: A type of cornice trim where the sloping line of a gable roof meets the vertical
line of the wall of the building. In this type of finish, the fascia is started across the face of
the gable end of the building and then is returned on itself about two feet from the
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intersection of the roof line with the vertical line of the wall. Often referred to as a return
cornice.
Course: A continuous level range or row of brick or masonry throughout the face or faces of a
building; to arrange in a row. A roe of bricks when laid in a wall is called a course.
Coursed Ashlar: In masonry, a type of ashlar construction in which the various blocks of
structural material have been arranged according to height to form regular courses in the face
of walls.
Coursed Rubble Masonry: M asonry composed of roughly shaped stone fitting approximately
on level beds and well bonded.
Dentil: In Corinthian architecture, a cog or toothed member, such as a rectangular supporting
block commonly used in the bed mold of the entablature. Each cogor tooth is called a dentil.
Doorframe: The case which surrounds a door and to which the door closes and out of which it
opens. The frame consists of two upright pieces called jambs and the lintel or horizontal
piece over the openingfor the door
Eaves: That part of a roof whichprojects over the sidewall; a margin or lower part of a roof
hangingover the wall; the edges of the roof which extend beyond the wall.
Elevation: A geometrical drawingor projection on a vertical plane showing the external upright
parts of a building.
Entablature: In classic architecture, that part of the building which rests horizontally upon the
columns and consists of the cornice, frieze and architrave. The height of the entablature,
divided into one hundred parts, establishes a scale which may be used in determining the
proper proportions of all parts of the order.
Fanlight: A fan-shaped window, with sash bars radiating like the ribs of a fan, located over a
door or a window; a fan window. Loosely, any window over a door or window
Fascia: The flat horizontal outside member of a cornice placed in a vertical position. Along flat
member or band in the entablature of columns or other parts of a building, especially a
horizontal division of an architrave.
Finial: A decorative detail that adorns the uppermost extremity of a pinnacle or gable. An
ornamental device capping a gable or spire.
Firebick: Any brick which is especially made to withstand the effects of high heat without
fusion, usually made of fireclay or other highly siliceous material.
Footing: A foundation as for a column; spreading courses under a foundation wall; an
enlargement at the bottom of a wall to distribute the weight of the super-structure over a
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greater area and thus prevent settling. Footings are usually made of cement and are used
under chimneys and columns as well as under foundation walls.
Foundation Wall: Any bearing wall or pier below the first tier of floor joists or beams; that
portion of an enclosingwall below the first floor construction.
Frieze: The middle portion of an entablature; that is, thepart immediately above the architrave
and below the cornice, sometimes ornamented with sculpture.
Gable: The end of a building as distinguished from the front or rear side; the triangular end of
an exterior wall above the eaves; the end of a ridged roof which at its extremity is not
returned on itself but is cut off in a vertical plane which above the eaves is triangular in shape
due to the slope of the roof.
Gain Joint: The notch or mortise where a piece of wood is cut out to receive the end of another
piece of wood.
Garret: That part of a house built in the space immediately under a sloping roof.
Hardware: In building construction, fastening which permit movement of parts, even when
these parts are held together securely. Fastenings, commonly known as builders’ hardware,
include hinges, catches, lifts, locks, and similar devices.
Header Joist: In carpentry, the large beam or timber into which the common joists are fitted
when framing around openings for stairs, chimneys, or any openings in a floor or roof’
placed so as to fit between two long beams and support the ends of short timbers.
Hearth: The floor of a fireplace; also the portion of the floor immediately in front of the
fireplace.
Jamb: In building, the lining of an opening, such as the vertical side posts used in the framing
of a doorway or window.
Joist: A heavy piece of horizontal timber, to which the boards of a floor, or the lath of a ceiling,
are nailed. Joists are laid edgewise to form the floor supports.
Knob-and-Tube Wiring: In electricity, a system of concealed wiring, which was one of the
earliest methods used for wiring houses while they were being built. This system is still used in
localities where buildings are liable to be flooded often. Knob-and-tube wiringis a two-wire,
non-grounded, system that derives its name from the porcelain insulators used to attach it to the
building. The “knobs” function as a clamp and hold the wire in place in unobstructed areas.
Hollow, cylindrical “tubes” are used where wiring passes through framing members. This type
of wiring system was common in the United States from the late 1880s into the 1950s.
Landing: In stair construction, platform introduced at some point to change the direction of the
stairway, or to break the run.
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Lath: In building, a term applied to a strip of wood, usually measuringabout 1½ inches in
width, 3/8 of an inch in thickness, and four feet in length; used as a foundation for plaster.
Linoleum: A composition material made of solidified linseed oil, gums, cork dust, and
pigments, laid on burlap as a backing; used extensively as floor covering and for other
interior finish purposes.
Lintel: A piece of wood, stone or steel placed horizontally across the top of door and window
openings to support the walls immediately above the openings.
Machine-Cut Nail (Cut Nail): A square, tapered wood fastener, used especially in heavy
timber construction where great holding power is desired. No longer in common use, the cut
nail has been largely replaced by the wire nail. M achine-cut nails were the most common
wood fastener used in the United States during the nineteenth century.
Mantel: The ornamental facing around a fireplace, including the shelf which is usually attached
to the breast ofthe chimney above the fireplace.
Miter: In carpentry, the ends of any twopieces of board of corresponding form cut off at an
angle and fitted together in an angular shape.
Modillion: In classic architecture, an ornamental block or bracket placed under the corona of
the cornice.
Molding: A strip of wood or metal, either plain or curved, formed into long, regular channels or
projections, used for finishingand decorative purposes.
Mortise-and-Tenon Joint: A joint made by connectingtwo pieces of wood when a projection
on one piece fits into a correspondingcutout on the other piece.
Mortise Lock: A lock made to fit into a mortise in the edge of a door.
Muntin: In architecture, a slender bar of wood or metal between lights in windows.
Nailing Blocks: In carpentry construction, wood blocks placed behind the lath and plasteringon
a wall, especially in angles of corners and at the sides of door and window openings, to
furnish a nailingbase for finish material such as baseboards.
Newel: In architecture, an upright post surrounding the handrail at the yop and bottom of a
stairway, or at the turn on a landing; also, the main post about which a circular staircase
winds; sometimes called the newell post.
Nonmetallic Sheathed Cable (NM cable): An electrical cable typically comprised of three to
four wires encased in a thermoplastic sheathing. It is commonly referred to by the brand
name “Romex” (RX) due to that particular product’s dominance of the market. Older NM
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cable, produced prior to 1960, often lacks a grounding wire and is encased with a tightly
woven fiber-based material.
Ocher: In painting, a natural earth pigment consisting of a combination of lime and iron formed
in marshes where the iron is in solution. Clay mixed with this substance is usually stained
either red or yellow. The dried clay, when ground to a fine powder and mixed with water or
linseed oil, produces an inexpensive paint.
Panel (Paneling): In architecture, a section or portion of a wall, ceiling, or other, either sunken
or raised, enclosed by a frame like border, a term especially applied to woodwork.
Parapet Wall: The portion of any exterior wall, party wall, or fire wall which extends above the
roofline; a wall, which serves as a guard at the edge of a balcony or roof.
Plaster: Any pasty material of a mortar like consistency used for covering walls and ceilings of
buildings. Formerly, a widely used type of plasteringcomposed of a mixture of lime, sand
hair, and water. A more durable and popular plastering is now made of Portland cement
mixed with sand and water.
Plate: A term usually applied to a 2 x 4 placed on top of studs in frame walls. It serves as the
top horizontal timber upon which the attic joists and roof rafters rest and to which these
members are fastened. Also, a flat piece of steel used in conjunction with angle irons,
channels or I beams in the construction of lintels.
Plinth Block: A small block slightly thicker and wider than the casingfor interior trim of a
door. It is placed at the bottom of the door trim against which the baseboard or mopboard is
butted.
Rake: In masonry, a method of laying the courses of brick in an angular or zigzag fashion, as is
often seen in the end walls of colonial houses.
Rafter(s): The sloping members of a roof, as the ribs which extend from the ridge or the hip of
a roof to the eaves; used to support the shingles and roof boards.
Rim Lock: A type of door lock, in a metal case, which is designed to be screwed to the face of
the door, as distinguished from a mortise lock.
S ash: A framework in which window panes are set.
S ash Chain: In a double hung window sash, the chain which carries the weights; used
especially on heavy sash.
S ash Cord: The cord or chain by which the sash of a double hung window is attached to its
balance weights; ropes or chains made especially for connecting sash weights.
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S ash Lift: Usually a metal plate, hook or bar attached as an aid in raising and loweringthe
window.
S ash Lock: A device for holdingtwo window sash together at the rails.
S carf Joint: The joining of two pieces of timber by notching and lapping the ends, then
fastening them with straps or bolts.
Shed Roof: A roof havingonly one slope or pitch, with only one set of rafters which fall from a
higher to a lower wall, like a pent roof; a wingor extension with a lean-to roof.
Shoe Mold (Base Shoe): For interior finish, a molding strip nailed to the baseboard close to the
floor; also called base shoe>
Sill: The lowest member beneath an opening, such as a window or door; also, the horizontal
timbers which form the lowest members of a frame supporting the super-structure of a house,
bridge or other structure.
S pindle: A long, slender stick, tapering at each end, on which yarn or thread is wound for hand
spinning. In furniture making, slender rod, resembling a spinning-wheel spindle, used for a
brace or support, as in the backs of chairs.
Sheathing: In construction work, a term usually applied to wide boards nailed to studding or
roofing rafters, as a foundation for the covering of the outer surface of the sidewalls of roof
of a house.
S tair Hall: The stairs, stair landings, hallways, or otherportions of thepublic through which it
is necessary to pass when going from the entrance floor to the top story of a building.
S tringer: A long, heavy, horizontal timber which connects upright posts in a structure and
supports a floor; also, the inclined member which supports the treads and risers of a stair.
S tud: In building, an upright member, usually a piece of dimension lumber, 2 x 4 or 2 x 6, used
in the framework of a wall. On an inside wall the lath are nailed to the studs. On the outside
of a frame wall, the sheathing boards are nailed to the studs. The height of a ceilingis
determined by the length or height of the studs.
Tongue-and-Groove: In carpentry, a joint made by joining two pieces of timber, one havinga
tongue cut in the edge, the other having a groove to receive the corresponding tongue on the
other.
Toothing: In masonry construction, the allowingof alternate courses of brick to project
toothlike and provide for a good bond with any adjoining brick work which may follow.
Tread: In building, the upper horizontalpart of a stair step, that portion of a step on which the
foot is placed when mounting the stairs.
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Riser: A vertical board under the tread of a stair step; that is, a board set on edge for connecting
the treads of a stairway. In electricity, vertical conduits containing wires or cables which run
from floor to floor of a building and supply and supply electric current to the various floors.
Threshold: In building construction, the term applied to the piece of timber, plank, or stone
under a door.
Transom: A term used in building for any small window over a door or another window.
Trim: In carpentry, a term applied to the visual finishingwork of the interior of a building,
including any ornamental parts of either wood or metal used for covering joints between
jambs and plaster around windows and doors.
Water Table: A ledge or slight projection of the masonry or wood construction on the outside
of a foundation wall, or just above, to protect the foundation from rain by throwingthe water
away from the wall.
Wall: An upright structure of definite dimensions for enclosingspace, as a building or room. A
wall may be constructed of stone, brick, or other suitable building material.
Wallboard: An artificially prepared sheet material, or board, used for coveringwalls and
ceilings as a substitute for wooden boards or plaster. There are many different types of
wallboard on the market, including the popular “Sheetrock” brand produced by the United
States Gypsum Company. An earlier variety of wallboard manufactured during the early
years of the twentieth century was a product known as “Beaver Board.”
Weatherboard S iding: Boards shaped to as to be especially adapted for over lappingat the
joints toprevent rain or other moisture from passing through the wall.
Winders: Treads of steps used in a winding staircase, or where stairs are carried around curves
or angles. Winders are cut at one end than at the other so they can be arranged in a circular
form.
Window Apron: In building, a plain or molded finish piece put on to cover the rough edge of
plastering below the stool of a window.
Window Frame: The lining for a window opening, including the two-sided pulley stiles, the
head jamb or yoke, and the sill.
Window S tool: In a window trim, the nosing directly above the apron; the horizontal member
of the window finish which forms a stool for the side casings and conceals the window sill.
Window S top: A strip ofwood or other material nailed over joints or cracks in a wall to prevent
the passing of wind through the building; also, the weather strippingused around doors and
windows.
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Wire Nail: Any one of several types of nails made of steel wire generally drawn through a die
and headed by machine—and thus more correctly known as wire-drawn nails. Small wire
nails were beingmanufactured in the United States as early as the 1850s. However, it was
not until the 1880s—and the availability of cheaper steel—that larger sizes of this nail type,
suitable for building construction, began to be produced on a large scale. By 1900, wiredrawn nails largely had supplanted earlier machine-cut nails in construction. They remain
the industry standard tothis day.
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326, 338, 343, 353, 384
Flooring, 89, 98, 99, 100,101, 102,104, 105,106, 108,
109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 115, 117, 118, 119, 121, 122,
123, 124, 126, 130, 131, 179, 181, 183, 184, 190, 191,
193, 195, 196, 197, 201, 202, 204, 207, 211, 213, 214,
217, 223, 229, 241, 243, 257, 302, 303, 283, 324, 325,
326, 334, 339, 369, 374, 382, 383, 418, 441, 442, 474,
476, 482
Foundations, 4,41, 82, 83, 84, 86, 88, 90, 101, 103, 126,
127, 178, 179, 181, 212, 223, 252, 253, 254, 255, 257,
258, 261, 262, 264, 265, 270, 273, 279, 281, 290, 292,
302, 445, 473, 474, 475, 478
Framing, 86, 87, 88, 90, 101, 103, 106, 107, 110, 115, 122,
123, 124, 125, 126, 128, 129, 130, 131, 146, 147, 179,
181, 193, 200, 205, 209, 211, 213, 214, 236, 253, 374,
378, 474, 476, 477, 478
French doors, 202, 378, 388
Front Stoop, 4,82, 88, 89, 97, 180,364, 365,399, 402
Furnishings, 23, 40, 41, 42, 93, 106, 117, 132, 190, 195,
202, 204, 215, 216, 221, 346, 348, 356, 464, 465, 467,
469

D
Detharding (Koerner), P aula, 43, 205
Door 100, 88, 91, 97, 185, 188, 214
Door 102, 97, 98, 189, 454
Door 103, 97, 110, 182, 188, 377
Door 104, 98, 382
Door 105, 100,101
Door 110, 101,103, 215,334, 378
Door 113, 102,104, 165,224, 378
Door 114, 295,414
Door 116, 103,104, 105,193, 194,198, 199,229, 481
Door 120, 87, 105, 107, 108, 132, 133, 196, 378, 427
Door 121, 86, 89, 92, 105, 107, 108, 133, 185, 196, 255,
387, 417, 447, 475
Door 123, 89, 94, 105, 107
Door 125, 105,109, 110,197, 378,483
Door 201, 112,131, 164
Door 203, 132,133, 203,216, 217,382, 387,388, 452, 482
Door 207, 90, 92, 100, 116, 133, 184, 185, 215, 388
Door 208, 115,116, 119,202, 203,204, 214,378, 379,
431, 432, 433
Door 211, 118,119, 205,248
Door 212, 113,443
Door 214, 114,125, 200,201, 202,209
Door 216, 120,206, 207,209, 446
Door 220, 119,120, 121,132
Door 223, 436
Door 227, 120,122, 132,208, 483
Door sills, 365

G
Garage, 48, 80,81, 170, 172, 173, 231
Garden, 14, 39,171, 176,177, 223,255, 479,480, 484
Gutters, 96, 188, 228, 254, 375, 380

H
Heating
hot water, 102, 117, 124, 126, 192, 204, 210, 212, 218,
222, 229, 257
boiler, 84, 101, 117, 126, 127, 192, 212, 218
expansion tank, 124, 210
radiators, 100, 102, 130, 218, 395
Heidelberg Retirement Home, 51, 55, 76, 113, 194, 229
Heidelberg, Charlotte, 48, 49, 50, 51, 53, 54,55, 194, 229
Heidelberg, Marilyn, 51,54, 55
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K
Koerner House
1854 fire, 86, 126, 128, 173, 179, 181, 215, 221, 223,
253, 257, 302, 304, 346
1854 rebuilding, 61, 112, 129, 179, 184, 222, 254
architectural influences, 2, 42, 101, 178, 223, 224
Koerner, Gustave
author, 36, 38
Belleville civics, 38
Civil War, 35
Democratic party, 29,30
Frankfort, 1, 27
legal career,28, 38
Lieutenant-Governor,32
newspapers,30, 31
Republican party, 29
Spain, 1, 13, 36, 42
Koerner, Gustave A., 45,70, 80, 171
Koerner, Sophie, 39, 40, 43, 44, 45,186, 202,203, 204,
205, 226, 228, 286, 293, 353, 484
Korner House
original (1848-9) house, 1, 39, 464

L
Lighting
electric, 98,100, 104,107, 109,111, 113,116, 121,
123, 128, 190, 194, 196, 199, 200, 202, 203, 205,
207, 208, 209, 210, 219, 220, 221
gas, 98, 100, 102, 104, 107, 121, 202, 253
Lincoln, Abraham, 1, 29,30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38,59,
80, 113, 184, 191, 227, 470, 472

M
Mantels, 99, 101, 115, 116, 131, 190, 214, 284, 315, 320
Mortar, 3, 4, 83, 85, 86, 88, 91, 104, 126, 128, 129, 178,
179, 223, 252, 253, 257, 265, 303, 364, 365, 367, 368,
369, 370, 371, 377, 379, 380, 381, 400, 410, 411, 445,
453, 456, 457, 458, 459, 460, 475, 476

O
Opening 003, 129, 211
Opening 006, 103, 128, 184, 211
Outbuildings, 44, 64, 65,66, 68, 71, 72, 80, 81, 171, 172,
176, 223, 225, 251, 369, 463, 479, 480

P
P lumbing, 121,129, 135,206, 222,249, 286,296, 377,
378, 379, 380, 382, 442

R
Roofing, 96, 115, 172, 186, 187, 188, 380
Room001, 99,126
Room002, 84,126, 223,257, 302,303, 304
Room003, 84,85, 95, 126, 127, 128, 131, 156, 159, 178,
179, 212, 214, 218, 473, 474, 476

Room004, 84,85, 95, 127, 128, 129, 131, 156, 159, 184,
192, 193, 211, 212, 219, 220, 227, 386, 448
Room004A, 85, 128, 129, 156, 159, 211
Room005, 84,85, 129, 159, 221, 475
Room006, 84,129
Room007, 130
Room107, 84,89, 94, 97, 102, 103, 105, 110, 111, 122,
130, 156, 159, 179, 181, 182, 183, 188, 192, 193, 197,
198, 199, 213, 222, 229, 239, 253, 258, 269, 284, 357,
369, 378, 452, 453, 451, 477
Room107A, 89, 105, 110, 130, 156, 198
Room107B, 84, 94, 97, 102, 103, 110, 111, 122, 156, 159,
179, 182, 183, 188, 198, 222, 229, 239, 253, 258, 269,
284, 357, 378, 451, 477
Room107C, 89, 181, 199, 253, 369, 452, 453
Room200, 90,111, 112,131, 157,159, 164,199, 200,218,
358, 396, 481
Room201, 104, 111, 112, 113, 114, 123, 124, 125, 130,
132, 157, 159, 162, 164, 196, 200, 201, 202, 209, 210,
229, 358, 359, 378, 382, 394, 440, 443
Room201A, 112, 113, 114, 130, 157, 200, 202, 209, 358,
382
Room202, 48,90, 92, 95, 100, 114, 115, 116, 131, 152,
153, 157, 159, 160, 184, 190, 202, 203, 204, 205, 213,
215, 216, 218, 228, 229, 247, 311, 320, 342, 359, 378,
382, 384, 387, 431, 441, 443, 452, 453, 481, 482
Room202A, 116, 203
Room203, 44,114, 115,116, 118,119, 124,154, 157,160,
202, 203, 204, 205, 209, 211, 216, 247, 322, 339, 340,
342, 359, 360, 361, 377, 379, 381, 383, 415, 432, 433,
441
Room204, 49,88, 95, 104, 118, 119, 120, 157, 160, 203,
205, 206, 214, 222, 229, 284, 290, 360, 379, 382, 386,
395, 435, 446, 452, 477, 481
Room204A, 49, 119, 120, 206, 214, 222, 229, 360, 382
Room205, 107, 119, 120, 121, 125, 155, 157, 160, 164,
167, 205, 207, 208, 216, 221, 361, 379, 382, 436, 481
Room206, 122, 126, 157, 160, 208, 361, 379, 382, 437,
453, 481, 483
Room207, 89,114, 117,122, 123,157, 160,182, 183,206,
208, 209, 222, 284, 285, 362, 390, 477
Room207A, 89, 157, 477
Room301, 48,123, 124,125, 158,160, 210,362, 453
Room302, 125, 211
Room302A, 125, 211
Room303, 126, 211
Room303A, 126, 211

S
Shields, James,19, 30, 31, 32
Side (West) Porch, 4, 44,62, 82, 83, 88, 92, 102, 103, 105,
108, 110, 111, 114, 117, 122, 123, 126, 130, 173, 176,
178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 185, 186, 188, 191, 192,
193, 194, 197, 198, 199, 200, 203, 205, 206, 207, 208,
209, 211, 222, 224, 226, 227, 228, 229, 235, 237, 239,
246, 285, 287, 290, 372, 415, 446, 462, 463, 464, 472,
478, 479
Sidewalks, 49,71, 81, 82, 88, 174,175, 176,177, 278,479,
480
Snyder, Adam,18, 29, 30, 46, 53
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T
Transoms, 83, 91, 92, 97,106, 134,185, 188,224, 373,
374, 385, 417, 447
Trellis, 83, 177, 227, 233
Trim
baseboards,98, 99, 100, 101, 103, 104, 105, 107, 108,
109, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 118, 120, 121, 131,
132, 166, 189, 201, 206, 215, 223, 241, 243, 283,
295, 306, 307, 311, 313, 315, 317, 321, 322, 323,
332, 340, 377, 382, 384, 443, 482
door and window, 91,131, 158,162, 163,164, 165,
167, 283

V
Voelker, Josephine, 43, 45, 205, 228

W
Wallpaper, 4, 100, 103, 104, 106, 107, 113, 115, 117, 121,
125, 131, 193, 194, 198, 207, 210, 229, 286, 300, 303,
316, 317, 344, 345, 346, 347, 348, 350, 351, 353, 354,
355, 356, 357, 358, 359, 360, 361, 362, 380, 390, 397,
398
Water Table, 83, 84, 85, 86, 88, 252, 262, 267, 364, 367,
401, 473
Wehmeyer Place Subdivision, 48, 49, 74, 80,136, 169,
172, 175, 176, 480
Well,4, 81, 86,173, 195,196, 256,285
Window

lintels, 399
Window 001, 84, 95, 127, 473
Window 002, 95, 127, 212, 218
Window 101, 94, 97, 186, 377, 384, 385
Window 106, 86, 101, 385, 413
Window 107, 86, 377, 444
Window 111, 101
Window 112, 385, 446
Window 115, 94
Window 117, 134, 387, 391, 413
Window 118, 378, 387, 427, 450
Window 119, 134, 450, 452
Window 122, 86, 106, 107, 133, 147, 196, 383, 445
Window 124, 94, 106, 133, 196
Window 126, 133, 134
Window 200, 86, 112, 367
Window 202, 112, 113
Window 204, 86, 202, 216
Window 205, 432
Window 209, 367
Window 215, 94
Window 221, 167
Window 224, 120, 133, 448
Window 225, 122, 382, 437
Window/Door 213, 117, 119, 123, 203, 209, 211, 415, 433,
477, 482
Windows
hardware, 134, 217, 482
shutters, 40,91, 93, 94, 134, 206, 216, 298, 292, 294,
373, 376, 416, 422, 462, 482
sills, 86, 117, 446
Winklemann, William, 45, 46, 47, 70, 102, 106, 192
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